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CASE  HI 


UP        FRONT       WITH        THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


TRQ  Proposal 

In  mid-August,  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  issued  a  press  release  that 
put  forth  a  proposal  for  raw  sugar.  Ironi- 
cally, the  proposal  resembled,  tremen- 
dously, a  similar  idea  that  was  floated 
about  two  and  a  half  years  ago  at  the 
beginning  of  the  sugar  industry's  nego- 
tiations for  Farm  Bill  '95.  Even  more 
ironically,  the  refiners  were  responsible 
for  putting  the  price  trigger  and /or 
stocks-to-use  ratio  trigger  on  the  table 
for  discussion  at  that  time.  Ultimately, 
their  proposal  was  determined  to  be 
unacceptable  for  inclusion  in  the  sugar 
industry's  farm  bill  proposal.  Now,  al- 
most three  years  later,  the  Department 
puts  forth  a  proposal  that  has  much  re- 
semblance to  the  one  I  just  mentioned. 

On  Sept.  13  (a  Friday),  the  Depart- 
ment made  an  announcement  that  it 
would  go  forward  with  the  stocks-to- 
use-ratio  trigger  proposal.  At  the  outset, 
it  was  felt  by  the  League  leadership  and 
others  that  the  Department  was  deter- 
mined to  do  something,  regardless  of 
what  comments  we  may  have  made.  In 
the  end  this  became  quite  obvious,  but 
we  were  fortunate  that  some  of  our  sug- 
gestions were  accepted.  The  bottom  line 
of  the  Tariff  Rate  Quota  (TRQ)  proposal 
is  that  we  feel  better  that  our  worst  fears 
may  not  be  realized  because  of  the  revi- 
sions. We  can  thank  Sens.  Breaux  and 
Johnston  for  their  intervention  and  help. 

In  the  meantime,  we  will  attempt  to 
monitor  supplies,  consumption,  price 
and  the  other  factors  on  a  daily  basis 
throughout  this  next  fiscal  year.  That 


way,  if  there  appears  to  be  problems ,  we 
might  have  the  opportunity  to  chart 
those  developments  for  USDA. 

Mill  Grower  Meetings 

The  last  week  or  two  I  have  been  at- 
tending mill  grower  meetings  to  which 
I  have  been  invited.  As  I  indicated  when 
I  first  came  to  the  League,  I  would  be 
happy  to  attend  and/ or  speak  at  any 
grower  functions.  In  last  month's  article, 
I  made  mention  that  I  had  not  been  to 
my  camp  on  Lake  Verret  very  much  this 
year.  This  was  because  of  the  continuing 
action  in  Washington  on  farm  bill,  ap- 
propriations, price  caps,  and  the  TRQ 
proposal.  I  did  find  out  one  thing  at 
these  grower  meetings.  That  is,  appar- 
ently some  people  are  reading  my  ar- 
ticles. The  reason  I  came  to  realize  that 
my  articles  were  being  read  was  because 
several  people  asked  me  "how  much  do 
you  want  for  your  camp."  It's  good  to 
know  that  not  everybody  just  looks  at 
the  pictures! 

WTO  - GATT 

As  I  mentioned  previously,  we  fin- 
ished the  farm  bill,  fought  off  the  price 
cap,  negotiated  a  compromise  on  a  TRQ 
proposal  with  USDA;  and,  it  is  as 
though  that  isn't  enough,  it  is  now  pro- 
posed by  the  World  Trade  Organization, 
to  begin  debate  on  dairy  and  sugar  sup- 
port programs  worldwide.  Even  though 
we  receive  no  payments  from  the  gov- 
ernment for  any  of  our  production,  one 
would  think  that  the  commercial  users 


are  writing  the  news  releases  coming 
from  some  of  the  trade  ministries.  We 
have  said  all  along,  and  we  will  continue 
to  say,  that  we  are  not  opposed  to  com- 
peting one-on-one  with  farmers  from 
any  place  in  the  world.  However,  under 
this  past  farm  bill,  American  farmers 
were  promised  relief  from  certain  frivo- 
lous governmental  and  environmental 
regulations.  For  instance,  the  recertifica- 
tion  of  a  herbicide  or  pesticide  easily 
costs  upwards  of  $50  million.  This  is  a 
cost  that  is  not  a  past-through  cost. 
Rather  it  is  totally  absorbed  by  the 
grower.  As  you  are  aware,  we  experi- 
enced none  of  that  promised  relief.  The 
upward  climb  of  the  cost  of  living  didn't 
cease,  nor  did  the  price  that  we  received 
for  our  product  gain.  The  only  difference 
in  this  fight  is  it  is  an  international  fight. 
Same  arguments  -  just  different  turf. 

Please  support  your  Political  Action 
Committee  (PAC)! 
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WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


US  DA  Announces  New  Tariff  Rate 
Quota  Formula 

The  United  States  Department  of  Ag- 
riculture (USDA)  announced  on  Sept.  13 
a  new  Tariff  Rate  Quota  (TRQ)  formula 
for  fiscal  year  1997  regarding  refined, 
specialty,  and  raw  cane  sugar.  The  TRQ 
for  FY  1997  has  been  set  at  2.3  million 
metric  tons  raw  value  (2,  535,316  short 
tons  raw  value),  after  consideration  by 
the  USDA's  forecasts  of  U.S.  domestic 
production  and  consumption  as  pub- 
lished in  the  Sept.  11, 1996,  World  Agri- 
cultural Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE).  The  1997  TRQ  may  be  re- 
duced by  as  much  as  600,000  metric 
tons,  depending  on  stocks-to-use  ratios 
over  the  next  eight  months. 

Under  the  new  plan,  the  United 
States  Trade  Representative  (USTR)  has 
allocated  1.7  million  metric  tons  raw 
value  (1,873,929  short  tons  raw  value)  of 
cane  sugar.  In  January  another  200,000 
metric  tons  (220,462  short  tons  raw 
value)  may  be  allocated  if  the  January 
1997  WASDE  reports  a  stocks-to-use  ra- 
tio equal  to  or  less  than  15.5  percent. 
However,  if  the  stocks-to-use  ratio  is 
greater  than  15.5  percent,  then  no  alloca- 
tion will  occur,  and  the  1997  TRQ  will  be 
effectively  reduced  by  200,000  metric 
tons.  The  USTR  will  repeat  this  process 
twice  more  after  publication  of  the 
March  and  May  1997  WASDE  reports. 
At  any  time,  the  USDA  may  increase  the 
TRQ  in  order  to  ensure  a  sufficient  do- 
mestic supply.  These  additional  in- 
creases, if  necessary,  will  be  allocated  by 


the  USTR  within  three  business  days  of 
each  announcement,  and  will  affect  nei- 
ther the  stocks-to-use  percentage  trigger 
nor  the  original  TRQ  allowance. 

The  USDA  has  also  announced  that 
Certificates  of  Quota  Eligibility  (CQE) 
will  be  issued  to  allow  the  Philippines, 
Brazil  and  the  Dominican  Republic  to 
ship  up  to  25  percent  each  of  their  re- 
spective allocations  at  the  low-tier  tariff 
during  each  quarter  of  the  upcoming  fis- 
cal year.  Unentered  allocations,  in  any 
quarter,  may  be  entered  in  any  subse- 
quent quarter.  For  all  other  countries, 
CQE  allocations  may  be  entered  at  the 
low-tier  tariff  at  any  time  during  the  fis- 
cal year. 

In  addition,  the  USDA  has  estab- 
lished a  refined  sugar  TRQ  to  be  allo- 
cated in  three  parts.  First,  a  Most  Fa- 
vored Nation  (MFN)  allocation  is  set  at 
20,344  metric  tons  raw  value  (22,425 
short  tons  raw  value).  The  USTR  will 
announce  the  method  for  providing  ac- 
cess under  this  TRQ  at  a  later  time.  Sec- 
ond, a  specialty  TRQ  is  set  at  1,656  met- 
ric tons  raw  value  (1,825  short  tons  raw 
value).  For  entry  into  the  U.S.  Customs 
Territory,  specialty  sugar  must  have  a 
polarity  of  at  least  99.5  degrees  and  be 
accompanied  by  a  specialty  sugar  certifi- 
cate. Third,  the  USTR  will  set  an  alloca- 
tion for  Mexico  at  25,000  metric  tons  raw 
value  (27,558  short  tons  raw  value),  in 
accordance  with  Mexico's  status  as  a  net 
surplus  producer  for  the  coming  fiscal 
year.  Mexico's  access  will  be  for  either 
raw  or  refined  sugar,  though  total  access 
is  limited  to  25,000  metric  tons.  Mexico's 


access  is  established  pursuant  to  the 
North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement. 
Refined  sugar  entering  from  Mexico 
must  have  a  CQE.  The  maximum  re- 
fined sugar  TRQ  is  set  at  47,000  metric 
tons  (51,809  short  tons)  for  entry  of  sugar 
for  which  the  content  of  sucrose  by 
weight,  in  the  dry  state,  corresponds  to 
a  polarimeter  reading  of  99.5  degrees  or 
more.  The  combined  total  of  raw  cane 
and  refined  sugar  TRQs  is  set  at 
2,322,000  metric  tons  raw  value 
(2,559,567  short  tons  raw  value).  How- 
ever, since  the  allocation  for  Mexico  is 
available  in  both  the  raw  cane  and  re- 
fined sugar  TRQs,  the  totals  of  both  the 
raw  cane  and  refined  sugar  TRQs  will 
not  necessarily  add  up  to  the  combined 
established  total. 

The  original  formula  proposed  by 
the  USDA  in  August  had  called  for  an 
initial  allocation  of  1.875  million  metric 
tons  raw  value,  with  three  additional  al- 
locations of  200,000  metric  tons  after 
publication  of  the  November  1996,  Feb- 
ruary 1997  and  May  1997  WASDEs,  re- 
spectively. However,  after  consultations 
with  Sens.  Bennett  Johnston  (D-LA)  and 
John  Breaux  (D-LA),  and  upon  review  of 
comments  filed  by  members  of  the  sugar 
industry,  the  USDA  revised  the  new 
plan  in  an  attempt  to  better  meet  the 
needs  of  all  segments  of  the  sugar  indus- 
try. 

First,  the  USDA  delayed  the  first 
200,000  metric  ton  allocation  until  after 
publication  of  the  January  1997  WASDE 
to  ensure  full  consideration  of  harvests 
in  Louisiana. 

Second,  provisions  were  added  regu- 
lating deliveries  of  sugar  from  the  Phil- 
ippines, Brazil  and  the  Dominican  Re- 
public. Observers  hope  that  by  control- 
ling the  shipping  patterns  of  these  allo- 
cations the  USDA  will  be  able  to  mini- 
mize the  impact  such  imports  will  have 
on  domestic  producers. 


USDA  Releases  August  Crop 
Production  Report 

Domestic  sugar  production  during 
fiscal  year  1996-97  is  forecast  at  7.05  mil- 
lion short  tons  raw  value.  Cane  sugar 
production  is  forecast  at  3.15  million 
short  tons  raw  value,  and  beet  sugar  is  at 
3.9  million  short  tons.  This  estimate  rep- 
resents a  50,000  ton  increase  from  last 
month's  forecast  but  still  5  percent  be- 
low the  estimate  for  1995-96.  Total  beet 
sugar  production  is  increased  due  to 
higher  forecasts  for  Idaho,  Michigan  and 
Minnesota.  Reductions  in  both  imports 
and  exports  are  expected  under  the  re- 
fined sugar  re-export  program  because 
of  the  favorable  domestic  market  and 
less  attractive  world  market. 

Yancey  Testifies  on  Global  Sugar 
Issues 

On  behalf  of  the  American  Sugar  Al- 
liance, Dalton  Yancey,  Executive  Vice 
President  of  the  Florida  Sugar  Cane 
League  and  Washington  representative 
of  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  Sugar  Growers, 
testified  before  the  House  Agriculture 
Committee  and  a  House  Ways  and 
Means  subcommittee  last  month,  dis- 
cussing the  future  of  the  global  sugar 
trade.  On  Sept.  10,  Yancey  testified  be- 
fore the  Trade  Subcommittee  of  the 
House  Ways  and  Means  Committee  to 
express  the  support  of  domestic  sugar 
producers  for  reductions  of  global  barri- 
ers to  sugar  trade.  Yancey  stressed,  how- 
ever, that  such  reductions  should  be 
made  "in  a  fair,  rational,  and  multilateral 
fashion.  The  next  day  Yancey  testified 
before  the  House  Agriculture  Commit- 
tee and  addressed  the  controversial  in- 
fluence of  State  Trading  Enterprises 
(STE)  on  the  global  sugar  market.  STEs 
are  generally  defined  as  governmental 
or  nongovernmental  enterprises  that  are 
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authorized  to  engage  in  trade  and  are 
owned,  sanctioned,  or  otherwise  sup- 
ported by  the  government.  STEs  in  ma- 
jor agricultural  trading  nations  such  as 
Australia  and  Canada  have  created  con- 
cern among  various  industries  includ- 
ing wheat,  dairy  and  sugar.  Yancey 
called  on  U.S.  trade  negotiators  to  make 
STEs  a  "high  priority"  for  discussion  at 
the  December  World  Trade  Organiza- 
tion ministerial  meetings  in  Singapore. 

Congress  Returns  for  a  Flurry  of 
Activity  in  September 

Congress  returned  from  its  August 
recess  to  wind  up  legislation  before  ad- 
journing for  campaigns  and  the  Novem- 
ber elections.  Heading  the  list  of  priori- 
ties in  both  chambers  were  the  remain- 
ing appropriations  bills.  The  Agriculture 
Appropriations  bill  was  the  first  of  the 
13  appropriations  bills  to  be  completed 
this  year.  It  was  signed  into  law  by  Presi- 
dent Clinton  on  Aug.  7. 

Both  parties  hope  to  wrap  up  legisla- 
tive activities  by  Oct.  4  in  time  to  return 
home  to  prepare  for  the  coming  elec- 
tions. The  105th  Congress  will  bring 
many  new  faces  to  the  committees  with 
jurisdiction  over  Agriculture,  particu- 
larly in  the  House  where  ranking  mem- 
bers on  both  sides  of  the  Agriculture 
Committee  are  retiring.  There  is  already 
one  new  face,  however.  Rep.  David 
Funderburk  (R-NC)  was  appointed  by 
Speaker  Newt  Gingrich  (R-GA)  on  Aug. 
3  to  replace  the  late  Rep.  Bill  Emerson 
(R-MO).  On  Sept.  12,  Chairman  Pat  Rob- 
erts (R-KS)  appointed  Rep.  Funderburk 
to  the  Subcommittee  on  Department 
Operations,  Nutrition  and  Foreign  Agri- 
culture, which  is  responsible  for  shaping 
policy  regarding  agricultural  trade,  food 
aid,  nutrition  and  feeding  programs  as 
well  as  general  oversight  over  manage- 
ment of  the  USDA.  Funderburk  was  also 


appointed  to  the  Subcommittee  on  Risk 
Management  and  Specialty  Crops, 
which  has  jurisdiction  over  Federal 
Crop  Insurance,  as  well  as  laws  regulat- 
ing commodity  futures  trading,  and  pro- 
grams affecting  specialty  crops,  such  as 
peanuts,  tobacco,  fruits,  vegetables  and 
sugar. 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

Burning  Cane 
Harvest  Schedule  -  Cane  Topping 


Practices  that  affect  open-field 
burning  of  sugarcane,  whether 
heaps  of  cane  cut  by  soldier  har- 
vesters or  standing  fields  to  be  cut  by 
chopper  harvesters,  have  been  widely 
discussed  over  the  past  few  years.  There 
are  a  number  of  long-term  research  top- 
ics which  are  attempting  to  address  pos- 
sible remedies  to  the  cane  burning  issue. 
In  the  meantime,  growers  should  have  a 
responsible  attitude  toward  environ- 
mental and  public  issues  while  attempt- 
ing to  be  as  efficient  as  possible  in  sugar 
production.  There  are  several  objectives 
which  growers  should  always  be  striv- 
ing to  achieve.  Among  them  are  deliver- 
ing the  freshest,  cleanest  cane  supply  to 
the  factories  as  possible,  minimizing  the 
effect  of  smoke  caused  by  open-field 
burning  in  the  atmosphere,  preventing 
smoke  from  being  blown  across  public 
highways  and  airports,  preventing 
smoke  from  affecting  public  areas  (espe- 
cially public  health  areas  such  as  hospi- 
tals, nursing  homes,  etc.),  preventing 
smoke  from  affecting  schools  during 
days  and  times  when  students  and 
teachers  are  present,  preventing  smoke 
from  affecting  subdivisions  and  other 
housing  establishments,  and  minimiz- 
ing any  ash  fallout  that  may  result  from 
field  burning. 

In  short,  growers  should  concentrate 
on  smoke  management  through  the  use 
of  recommended  prescribed  burning 
practices.  Prescribed  burning  can  be  de- 
fined as  the  controlled  application  of  fire 
to  sugarcane  fields  under  such  weather 
conditions  that  allows  the  fire  to  be  con- 


fined to  a  predetermined  area  and,  at  the 
same  time  produce  the  desired  result  of 
trash  reduction  in  the  delivered  cane 
supply.  Smoke  management  can  be  de- 
fined as  conducting  a  prescribed  fire 
under  weather  conditions  and  with 
burning  techniques  that  keep  the 
smoke's  impact  on  the  environment  and 
the  public  within  acceptable  limits. 

In  order  to  accomplish  these  goals, 
some  recommendations  which  could  be 
considered  as  best  management  prac- 
tices are  listed  in  this  article.  These  prac- 
tices should  be  considered  as  voluntary 
guidelines  that  will  allow  the  industry  to 
better  manage  smoke  from  open-field 
burning  of  sugarcane. 

1.  Identifying  sensitive  areas  and 
other  impacted  areas  adjacent  to  or 
within  sugarcane  farms:  Awareness  of 
where  people /buildings /highways  are 
located  that  could  be  negatively  affected 
by  open-field  burning  is  the  first  step  to- 
ward effective  smoke  management. 
People  who  have  health  problems  that 
live  in  areas  potentially  affected  by 
open-field  burning  should  be  identified 
before  the  harvest  season  even  begins. 
This  requires  effective  communication 
between  growers  and  the  public  that 
surrounds  the  farm.  When  burning  cane 
heaps  harvested  by  soldier  machines, 
the  fire  normally  does  not  contain  much 
particulate  matter  (ash).  However,  in  the 
hotter  fires  on  standing  cane  for  harvest 
with  combine  harvesters,  rising  ash,  that 
later  falls  out,  can  be  a  problem.  Deter- 
mination of  downwind  sensitive  targets 
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that  could  be  affected  by  burning  stand- 
ing fields  is  important  to  help  reduce  the 
impact  that  suspended  particles  may 
have  when  they  fall  out  of  the  atmo- 
sphere. 

2.  Awareness  of  daily  weather 
predictions,  particularly  wind  velocity 
and  direction:  Growers  should  take  all 
available  steps  to  become  aware  of  ap- 
proaching frontal  systems  and  changing 
wind  direction  in  order  to  effectively 
manage  smoke  resulting  from  open- 
field  burning.  In  addition  to  television, 
radio  and  weather  station  forecasting, 
satellite  weather  systems  are  individu- 
ally available.  Many  mills  now  have  sat- 
ellite systems  which  offer  up-to-date  in- 
formation on  approaching  weather  sys- 
tems. 

3.  Burning  only  during  acceptable 
times  and  weather  conditions:  Wind  di- 
rection, wind  velocity  and  air  tempera- 
ture inversion  layers  drastically  affect 
smoke  management.  Since  cane  fields 
are  almost  never  burned  during  the 
early  morning  hours  as  a  result  of  dew 
and  wet  leaves,  morning  weather  is  not 
of  great  concern.  However,  many  grow- 
ers like  to  burn  cane  late  in  the  afternoon 
and  a  temperature  inversion  often  oc- 
curs on  many  days  of  the  harvest  season. 
Normally,  air  temperature  decreases 
with  height.  However,  when  a  tempera- 
ture inversion  occurs,  the  air  tempera- 
ture increases  with  height  which  pre- 
vents smoke  from  rising  above  this 
layer.  The  smoke  then  drifts  laterally. 
This  can  impact  highways,  residences 
and  public  areas.  Growers  should  cer- 
tainly avoid  burning  in  the  late  after- 
noon in  these  sensitive  areas.  The  ideal 
time  to  burn  cane  should  be  between  10 
am  and  4  pm.  Wind  direction  and  velocity, 
along  with  predicted  changes,  should  be 
noted  before  fields  are  even  harvested. 

4.  Record-keeping:  A  daily  log  of 
field  burning,  including  acreage  burnt, 


wind  direction  and  other  weather  condi- 
tions should  be  kept.  Although  this  may 
be  unnecessary  in  areas  that  do  not  affect 
the  public,  in  sensitive  areas  this  type  of 
daily  logging  could  be  of  great  assis- 
tance. 

5.  Knowledge  of  power  lines  and 
gas  lines:  Open-field  burning,  especially 
burning  of  uncut  fields  prior  to  chopper 
harvesting,  should  be  carefully  under- 
taken when  power  or  gas  lines  run 
through  the  field.  Although  there  should 
be  little  chance  of  a  problem,  a  plan  of 
action  should  be  available  for  a  crisis 
situation. 

6.  Classification  of  "no-burn" 
fields:  Certain  small  areas,  due  to  their 
extreme  sensitivity,  should  be  consid- 
ered fields  that  will  never  be  able  to  tol- 
erate open-field  burning.  Those  growers 
using  combine  harvesters  can  cut  them 
green.  Growers  using  soldier  harvesters 
will  have  to  make  arrangements  with 
the  factory  to  accept  these  fields 
unburnt. 

7.  Training  and  equipment:  Grow- 
ers should  make  every  attempt  to  pro- 
vide education  and  training  to  their  em- 
ployees who  may  be  undertaking  the 
day-to-day  burning  operations.  A  thor- 
ough explanation  of  the  goals  and  rec- 
ommendations will  certainly  help  these 
employees  understand  the  importance 
of  smoke  management.  Additionally,  it 
should  be  emphasized  that  cane  fires 
should  not  go  unattended  and  that  per- 
sonnel responsible  for  the  fire  should  be 
constantly  aware  of  the  burn  status. 
Proper  equipment  should  be  provided 
to  those  responsible  parties  including  a 
water  tank  to  help  control  and  confine 
the  burn. 

In  order  to  maximize  these  best  man- 
agement practices,  an  effective  commu- 
nication network  between  the  factory, 
growers  and  public  must  be  maintained. 
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The  League  will  do  its  best  to  provide  in- 
formation with  regard  to  cane  burning 
issues.  Growers  and  processors  should 
work  with  the  public  in  a  non-confronta- 
tional manner  and  adoptan  attitude  that 
will  encourage  communication  with 
those  that  potentially  may  be  affected  by 
the  cane  smoke. 

This  industry's  ability  to  burn  sugar- 
cane is  still  an  important  economic  fac- 
tor in  its  survival.  Until  other  technology 
is  introduced  that  will  allow  for  eco- 
nomically efficient  harvest  without 
burning,  it  is  important  that  growers 
and  processors  do  the  best  job  possible 
with  regard  to  smoke  management. 
Louisiana  is  not  the  only  industry  facing 
this  challenge.  Every  industry  recog- 
nizes that  reducing  or  eliminating  open- 
field  burning  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant research  topics  facing  the  future  of 
the  world's  sugar  industry. 

With  Louisiana's  changing  harvest 
system,  there  is  still  concern  for  the 
proper  method  of  handling  the  trash  re- 
maining with  combine  harvesters.  Re- 
search has  been  undertaken  to  study 
whether  this  trash  mat  can  be  effective  in 
controlling  weeds,  providing  nutrients 
and  organic  matter,  and  conserving 
moisture  and  top  soil.  This  research  also 
hopes  to  find  the  most  effective  tech- 
niques for  handling  the  trash  layer  to 
achieve  maximum  utilization.  In  the 
meantime,  many  growers,  concerned 
about  stand  losses  under  the  trash  mat 
have  indicated  they  intend  to  burn  this 
trash  later  in  the  year.  The  same  manage- 
ment practices  should  be  followed  for 
this  secondary  burn  as  in  burning  stand- 
ing fields. 

Harvest  Schedule 


used  or  not.  It  is  obvious  that  any  sched- 
ule will  require  changes  as  the  season 
progresses  but  it  does  not  diminish  the 
need  for  a  starting  schedule.  The  objec- 
tive of  the  schedule  should  be  to  pro- 
duce the  maximum  quantity  of  sugar 
per  acre  at  the  cheapest  harvest  cost.  Part 
of  this  objective  should  also  be  to  pro- 
duce the  maximum  amount  of  sugar  per 
acre  in  the  next  stubble  crop.  Numerous 
factors  have  an  impact  on  when  the  field 
will  have  the  maximum  yield  of  sugar 
and  when  can  that  sugar  be  most  easily 
and  economically  captured.  Among 
these  factors  are  the  variety's  maturity, 
the  crop  (whether  plant  cane  or  stubble), 
desire  to  hold  for  additional  stubble  har- 
vest, the  soil  type,  ability  for  the  head- 
lands to  support  the  transport,  the  har- 
vest system  whether  soldier  or  combine, 
the  weather  conditions  at  harvest  (in- 
cluding its  effect  on  cane  growth),  drain- 
age within  the  area,  factory  grinding 
rates  and  downtime,  and  management 
ability.  Developing  a  harvest  schedule  is 
certainly  not  the  easiest  task  growers 
face,  but  one  that  can  impact  the  return 
on  your  investment.  An  effective  sched- 
ule might  mean  the  difference  between 
profits  or  loss  and  certainly  could  im- 
pact the  crop's  ability  to  make  stubble. 
The  specifics  on  maturity  of  the  recom- 
mended varieties  can  be  found  in  the 
recommendations  made  available 
through  the  Cooperative  Extension  Ser- 
vice. The  other  factors  which  can  affect 
the  schedule  are  best  understood  by  the 
grower  with  knowledge  about  his  own 
drainage,  headlands,  holes  in  the  field, 
harvesting  efficiency,  etc.  Take  the  time 
to  make  an  effective  schedule  which  will 
help  you  make  your  farming  operation 
more  efficient. 


Every  grower  should  have  a  planned 
harvest  schedule  before  the  start  of  the 
season,  regardless  of  whether  Polado  is 


Cane  Topping 

Research  has  been  presented  in  the 
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past  with  regard  to  proper  topping 
height  in  harvested  cane.  In  the  old  days, 
growers  normally  topped  at  the  upper- 
most hard  joint.  Today,  the  practice  of 
cutting  off  the  green  leaves  and  includ- 
ing immature  upper  joints  is  often  the 
norm.  Although  this  might  add  some 
tonnage,  there  is  little  sugar  in  these 
small  joints  that  have  not  yet  ripened.  By 
topping  high,  growers  can  reduce  their 
overall  sugar  content. 

Of  course,  the  goal  is  to  deliver  the 
highest  amount  of  sugar  per  acre.  How- 
ever, there  are  other  considerations.  The 
upper  portion  of  the  growing  stalk  with 
its  leaf  sheaths  and  leaf  blades  contain 
starch.  This  can  be  a  problem  in  refining. 
More  importantly,  these  immature  joints 
deteriorate  very  rapidly  after  harvest. 
Observations  made  in  the  last  few  years 
on  cane  that  was  topped  high  in  the 


early  part  of  the  harvest  season  has 
shown  that  these  tops  turn  brown  and 
rubbery  very  quickly  The  hot  weather  of 
early  to  mid-October  could  mean  that 
cane  topped  high  may  be  a  source  of 
dextran.  Research  is  needed  to  evaluate 
this  concern.  Varieties  like  CP  70-321 
mature  to  the  very  top  of  the  stalk  by 
December  and  can  tolerate  high  topping 
later  in  the  season.  However,  during  the 
early  part  of  the  harvest,  growers  should 
be  very  concerned  about  their  harvest 
practices  and  the  impact  they  have  on 
cane  quality  at  the  factory.  Growers 
should  note  that  topping  excessively 
high  may  lead  to  more  starch,  more  dex- 
tran, less  sugar  per  ton,  lower  liquida- 
tion factors  and  reduced  cane  payment. 
Harvester  operators  should  be  trained  to 
deliver  the  best  product  you  can  to  the 
factories. 
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HE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


Sean  M.  Prados 


Class  Action  Suit  Filed  in  Workers'  Compensation  Case 


A  recent  emergency  rule  insti- 
tuted by  the  Department  of 
Labor,  Office  of  Workers'  Com- 
pensation, prohibits  class  action  suits  in 
workers'  compensation  cases.  The  rule 
was  promulgated  in  response  to  a  suit 
that  was  filed  against  an  employer  in 
connection  with  an  occupational  disease 
claim.  The  unprecedented  litigation  was 
filed  in  the  Office  of  Workers'  Compen- 
sation as  a  "Motion  to  File  Supplemental 
Petition  Requesting  Class  Action  Certi- 
fication/' In  other  words,  the  plaintiff  at- 
torney is  attempting  to  represent  a 
group  of  employees,  past  and  present, 
who  he  alleges  have  similar  health  prob- 
lems as  a  result  of  the  workplace. 

Opponents  to  the  emergency  rule 
suggest  that  allowing  class  action  suits 
for  workers'  compensation  cases  would 
promote  efficiency  because  it  would  al- 
low a  "class"  to  be  uniformly  adjudi- 
cated. Proponents  for  the  recent  rule, 
however,  contend  that  should  class  ac- 


tion suits  be  permitted  in  workers'  com- 
pensation cases,  costs  to  the  state  and 
employers  would  rise  significantly.  In- 
creases in  cost  would  be  incurred  by  the 
Office  of  Workers'  Compensation  for 
additional  staff,  and  employers  would 
face  inflated  premiums.  Also,  because 
individual  claims  vary  to  some  degree,  it 
would  be  beneficial  for  workers  to  file 
separate  claims  rather  than  be  grouped 
in  a  "class."  Furthermore,  parties  and 
the  courts  could  decide  to  consolidate  a 
number  of  claims  for  trial  on  issues  that 
may  be  similar.  This  factor  creates  an 
efficiency  without  a  class  action  status. 
Though  the  rule  was  accepted  by  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Labor  (the  Over- 
sight Committee  for  rules  promulgated 
by  the  Department  of  Labor),  it  does  not 
have  the  same  effect  as  law.  This  issue 
will  undoubtedly  be  fought  in  courts 
from  some  time,  and  the  Legislature  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  express  their 
intention  next  session. 
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1996  Louisiana  Sugarcane 
High  Yield  Winners  (1995  Crop) 


Top  20  Producers 


Rank 

Name 

Parish 

Sugarcane/ 
Acres 

Sugar/ 
Acre 

1 

Martin  &  Poche 

St.  James 

687.9 

7,459 

2 

Denis  Knobloch,  Jr. 

Lafourche 

163.8 

7,450 

3 

Lester  Gravois 

Lafourche 

337.5 

7,354 

4 

Al-Ro  Farms 

Lafourche 

158.9 

7,268 

5 

Blackberry  Farms 

St.  James 

1,150.9 

7,187 

6 

Dornier  Farm 

St.  James 

299.4 

7,084 

7 

Laurel  Valley  Pltn. 

Lafourche 

806.9 

7,083 

8 

Sugar  Haven  Farm 

Iberville 

515.4 

7,053 

9 

Acosta  Brothers 

Lafourche 

622.4 

7,047 

10 

R&R  Farms  Inc. 

Assumption 

471.2 

6,930 

11 

Hebert  Brothers  Farm  Inc. 

Lafourche 

1,079.3 

6,928 

12 

M&R  Farms 

St.  James 

512.1 

6,924 

13 

H&D  Farms 

Terrebonne 

483.4 

6,901 

14 

Simon  Landry 

Assumption 

91.6 

6,768 

15 

Tro-Lon  Ray  Farms 

Lafourche 

457.1 

6,759 

16 

Wendall  Albarado 

Iberville 

384.7 

6,733 

17 

SJM  Farms  Inc. 

Assumption 

228.8 

6,731 

18 

Goldmine 

St.  John 

642.0 

6,723 

19 

Keith  Zeringue  Farm 

Lafourche 

146.8 

6,722 

20 

Waguespack  Farms 

St.  James 

1,387.7 

6,719 

Wanted:  JD  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors. 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 
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Parish  Winners 


Parish 

Name 

Sugarcane/ 
Acres 

Sugar/ 
Acre 

Ascension 

J&R  Robert  Inc. 

849.2 

6,449 

Assumption 

R&R  Farms  Inc. 

471.2 

6,930 

Iberia 

Mark  Patout 

685.1 

6,046 

Iberville 

Sugar  Haven  Farm 

(Brent  Barbier) 

515.3 

7,053 

Lafourche 

Denis  Knobloch,  Jr. 

163.8 

7,450 

St.  James 

Martin  &  Poche 

687.9 

7,459 

St.  John 

Goldmine 

642.0 

6,723 

St.  Landry 

Hebert  Farms 

1,861.3 

6,013.7 

St.  Martin 

Raymond  Boudreaux  Inc. 

465.8 

6,127.8 

St.  Mary 

Kevin  Breaux 

490.5 

6,686 

Terrebonne 

H&D  Farms 

483.4 

6,901 

West  Baton  Rouge    Charles  Landry  &  Son  Inc. 

1,879.6 

6,012.4 

Parishes  with 

no  parish  winners:  Acadia, 

Avoyelles,  East  Baton  Rouge,  Evangeline, 

Lafayette,  Pointe  Coupee,  Rapides,  St.  Charles,  Vermilion. 

Category 

District  Acreage  Category  Winners 

Acres 
Name                                    Parish              Grown 

Sugar/ 
Acre 

Northern  District 

0-199.9 

None 

200-699.9 

None 

700  1,499.9 

None 

1,500+ 

Hebert  Farms 

St.  Landry 

1,861.3 

6,013.7 

Non-Quota 

John  F.  Manzanares 

St.  Landry 

55.0 

6,127 

Teche  District 

0-199.9 

Boutte  Farms 

Iberia 

54.9 

5,942 

200-699.9 

Kevin  Breaux 

St.  Mary 

490.5 

6,686 

700-1,499.9 

Idlewild  Farms 

St.  Mary 

770.2 

6,609 

1,500+ 

Northside  Planting  Co. 

St.  Mary 

2,494.0 

6,652 

Non-Quota 

David  &  Troy  Freyou 

Iberia 

28.4 

8,418 

River-Bayou 

Lafourche  District 

0-199.9 

Denis  Knobloch,  Jr. 

Lafourche 

163.8 

7,450 

200-699.9 

Martin  &  Poche 

St.  James 

687.9 

7,459 

700-1,499.9 

Blackberry  Farms 

St.  James 

1,150.9 

7,187 

1,500+ 

Glynn  J.  Rivet 

Iberville 

2,066.5 

6,586 

Non-Quota 

St.  Rose  Farm 

St.  James 

82.9 

7,655 

17 


Ask  your  Land  Bank 
Association  about... 
financing  to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are  looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve  land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have,  your  Land  Bank  Association 

can  provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 


If  you've  got  plans  that  need  financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our  various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

of  South  Louisiana 
Opelousas  Port  Allen 

(318)  942-1461        (504)  344-2691  LENDER 


LAND  BANK 
Q^/jjoctatioti 


(3> 

EQUAL  HOUSING 


You're  First  at  First  South  PCA 

At  First  South  PCA,  you're  not  just  a  number. 
We  believe  that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions 

are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that 
personal  touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  PCA. 


:ie/'^:^^;;^:;v--;;^t 


First  South  PCA 


A 


V 


Agricultural  Lender 

Michele  Simoneaux  Give  US  a  Call!  Donna  Booty 

Thibodaux  (504)  446-9450  Thibodaux 
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C  L  A  S  S  1 

F  I  E  D  S 

FOR  SALE:     4  Single-axle 

FOR  SALE: 

CAMECO  S-30 

Transfer  Loader 

Harvester,  low  hours, 

Wagons -$1,500 

4-wheel  drive,  great 

ea.  Call  Junior 

shape.  CAMECO 

Schexnayder  at 

Loader,  mounted  on 

(504)  562-7539 

• 

856  IH  tractor. 

(shop)  or  (504)  647- 

THOMPSON  Drum 

6877  (home). 

Planter,  dual  axle. 
HUSKY  Transloader, 
truck  mounted.  Call 
(504)  446-7873. 

FOR  SALE:     1  -row  Broussard 

Cutter  with  a/c,  cab, 

hydraulic  motors, 

and  pumps  redone 

FOR  SALE: 

1985  45' Great  Dane 

after  1995  harvest. 

Chip  Trailer  -  used  to 

New  tires  &  Ready 

haul  chopped  cane 

to  cut.  Call  (318) 

for  one  year.  Call 

394-4817. 

(318)876-2577. 

FOR  SALE:     1 987  Cameco  2-row 

FOR  SALE: 

2  Transloader 

Cane  Cutter;  Motor 

Tandem  Wagons 

Grader;  CAT  12; 

(large,  built  by 

Reynolds  9  yard  dirt 

CAMECO);  Burnt 

pan.  Call  (504)  694- 

1992  CAMECO  2-row 

3431  or  (504)  937- 

Harvester  (will  sell 

0318  (mobile). 

parts  for  30%  of  cost 
new);  Burnt  4x4 
CAMECO  SP1 800 
Loader.  Call  (504) 
473-3916. 

r  Louisiana  commerce  &  trade  association 

Q*-^  WORKERS'  COMPENSATION  SELF  INSURERS  FUND 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Cane! 

Call  (800)  349-3440  for  a  quote 
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Don't  Spend 

All  Your  Pennies 

Leasing  a  Tractor 


Spend  only  12  cents  per  horsepower  hour* 
to  lease  a  new  GENESIS™  tractor 

The  special  GENESIS  36  month  CUSTOMER  CONFIDENCE  LEASE  from  Ford 
New  Holland  Credit  offers: 

•  Economical  costs...  lease  for  as  little  as  12  cents  per  hp/hour  based  on  600  hours 
of  use  per  year 

•  Cash  flow  benefits...  obtain  equipment  with  less  initial  capital  outlay 

•  Choices  at  end  of  lease...  purchase  the  tractor  for  a  stated  price,  re-lease,  or  return 
the  tractor 

•  3  Year  Warranty...  it's  the  best  warranty  in  the  business 

'Lease  cost  per  hour  based  on  GENESIS  Model  8870  and  600  hours  of  use.  Cost  of  lease  may  vary  based  on  tractor  models  and  options. 
Available  through  Ford  New  Holland  Credit  to  qualified  customers. 
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▲     FORD  NEW  HOLLAND 


Houma 

1210  St.  Charles  St. 
(504)  876-2280 
(800)  969-0068 


Broussard 

3811  Hwy.  90  East 
(318)837-2763 
(800)  960-0067 


Baton  Rouge 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 
(504)355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 


0 

l\EWHOLLAI\D 


PAI1    AAI   Wm  J  IAS! 

■■I  IK   ^11 1  r     c 

I   If  II    llfflilkl  done  of  a  sugar  mill 

oil  on  can  vas  ohhe  nownkmolbheti  Martial  Billeaud  Mill  in  Broussard,  LA. 

A  GREAT  INVESTMENT?  A  Perkins  painting  appreciates  in  value  year  after  year. 

Imwdibfe  **&  mmt  be  seen  t*  appmhrtrf 


Mailing  List  Update 

D    Address  change:  Please  attach  the  address  label  from  the  front  cover. 

□    I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  The  Sugar  Bulletin.  Please  remove  my 
name  from  your  mailing  list. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Mail  to:  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

P.  O.  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 


Commercial  Members 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 


Argent  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Assumption  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  398,  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CASE  IH 

P.  O.  Box  171818,  Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

The  Cropmate  Company 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Deere  &  Company 

John  Deere  Rd.,  Moline,  IL  61265 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier,  Suite  1300,  New  Orleans,  LA  70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

First  National  Bank  of  Lafayette 

P.  O.  Box  90F,  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108, 420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

Monsanto 

800  N.  Lindbergh  Blvd.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Pleasant  Hill  Auction  &  Realty 

115  V's  Lane,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  12014,  Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

Rohm  &  Haas 

205  Vivian  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Scott  Construction  Equipment 

P.  O.  Box  340,  Broussard,  LA  70518 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 
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Spend  only  12  cents  per  horsepower  hour* 
to  lease  a  new  GENESIS™  tractor 

The  special  GENESIS  36  month  CUSTOMER  CONFIDENCE  LEASE  from  Ford 
New  Holland  Credit  offers: 

•  Economical  costs...  lease  for  as  little  as  12  cents  per  hp/hour  based  on  600  hours 
of  use  per  year 

•  Cash  flow  benefits...  obtain  equipment  with  less  initial  capital  outlay 

•  Choices  at  end  of  lease...  purchase  the  tractor  for  a  stated  price,  re-lease,  or  return 
the  tractor 

•  3  Year  Warranty...  it's  the  best  warranty  in  the  business 

'Lease  cost  per  hour  based  on  GENESIS  Model  8870  and  600  hours  of  use.  Cost  of  lease  may  vary  based  on  tractor  models  and  options. 
Available  through  Ford  New  Holland  Credit  to  qualified  customers. 
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♦HUMTm 


Houma 

1210  St.  Charles  St. 
(504)  876-2280 
(800)  969-0068 


Broussard 

3811  Hwy.  90  East 
(318)837-2763 
(800)  960-0067 


Baton  Rouge 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 
(504)355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 


l\EW  HOLLAND 


FIVE  MODELS, 
50,000  REASONS. 


BEFORE  YOU  BUY  YOUR  NEXT  NEW  TRACTOR,  ASK  AN  OWNER. 


There  are  more  than  50,000 
Case  IH  MAGNUM™  tractors 
working  fields  and  farms 
around  the  world.  And  with 
over  65  million  hours  of 
rugged  fieldwork  behind  them, 
they've  proven  what  a  differ- 
ence durability,  reliability  and 
performance  can  make. 

You'll  feel  that  difference  in 
the  7200  Series  MAGNUM 
tractors,  ranging  from  130  to 
215PTOhp.  At  the  heart  of 
every  MAGNUM  is  its  8.3  L 

Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 
(800)256-1950 

Huval  Tractor 

Cecelia,  LA 
(318)667-6535 


diesel  engine  —  the  definition 
of  pure  agricultural  power. 
Not  to  mention  the  standard 
18-speed  full-powershift 
transmission  that  gives  you 
complete  control  of  1 8  forward 
and  four  reverse  speeds,  as 
well  as  an  optional  creeper 
transmission  that  adds  six  for- 
ward and  two  reverse  speeds. 
Yet  with  all  that  performance, 
there  is  no  shortage  of  com- 
fort. The  MAGNUM  tractor 
cab  means  highly  efficient 


luxury.  From  the  economically 
designed  seat  to  the  smart 
layout  of  the  controls,  you're 
surrounded  with  features  that 
make  it  easy  to  put  in  a  full 
day's  work. 

If  you're  looking  for  a 
proven  tractor  with  all  the 
assets  you  need  to  maximize 
productivity,  be  sure  to  test 
drive  a  MAGNUM  tractor.  But 
don't  just  take  our  word  for  it. 

ASK  AN  OWNER. 


Gremillions,  Inc. 
New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 


Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)276-6384 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  447-3776  (504)  473-7927 


UP        F  R.  O  N 


WITH        THE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


A  Louisiana  Perspective 


EAGUE 


The  following  article  was  written  for 
publication  in  the  Daily  Iberian  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  New  Iberia  based  paper.  Because 
of  the  need  for  the  newspaper  to  rewrite  and 
restructure  the  article  due  to  lack  of  space,  I 
felt  that  I  should  print  this  article  in  this 
bulletin  so  everyone  could  read  the  original 
article. 


There  has  been  much  discussion 
and  speculation  about  the  future 
of  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  indus- 
try. However,  if  one  digs  into  old  jour- 
nals and  news  articles,  almost  at  ran- 
dom, you  will  find  that  there  was  much 
speculation  and  discussion  for  decades 
about  the  future  of  the  domestic  sugar 
industry  and  that  of  Louisiana's  sugar 
industry. 

Now,  with  the  advent  of  the  General 
Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade  (GATT), 
the  North  American  Free  Trade  Agree- 
ment (NAFTA),  the  reality  of  a  new  farm 
bill  which  expires  in  the  year  2002,  and 
the  continuing  battles  between  the  sugar 
industry  and  commercial  users  inter- 
twined with  the  struggles  and  plights  of 
our  growers,  processors,  and  the  refiners 
of  raw  sugar,  we  again  must  examine 
our  position. 

Now,  more  than  ever,  there  is  a  great 
opportunity  and  a  better  chance  for  a 
continuing  industry;  but,  still  not  one 
without  controversy  and  the  possible 
need  to  change  our  traditional  methods 
of  doing  business.  As  we  move  to  the 
future  it  is  necessary  to  focus  not  only  on 


where  we  are  and  where  we  have  been, 
but  additionally  on  where  we  need  to  be 
as  we  move  into  the  next  millennium. 
Louisiana  sugar  farmers  have  for  over 
200  years  grown  sugarcane,  delivered 
that  cane  to  the  mills,  and  the  mills  have 
processed  this  commodity  into  raw 
sugar  and  black  strap  molasses.  Subse- 
quently, the  processors  then  sell  the  raw 
sugar  to  the  refiners,  collect  the 
payment(s)  for  their  product  and  pay 
the  growers  their  just  due.  Then  the 
growers  and  processors  settle  their  bills 
and  proceed  in  the  business  of  planting 
and  producing  the  next  years  crop.  A 
continuing  cycle,  ad  infinitum.  The 
question  that  lies  before  us  as  an  indus- 
try is  "do  we  continue  the  status  quo  or, 
what  are  our  options?"  The  options  and 
the  variables  are  what  I  will  attempt  to 
address  in  this  article. 

Let  me  begin  by  attempting  to  set  the 
scene  for  you.  A  commercial  user  group, 
led  by  the  usual  multinational  food, 
candy,  and  drink  manufacturers,  are  at- 
tempting to  abolish  any  and  all  govern- 
ment protection  for  the  domestic  sugar 
industry.  They  wish  to  increase  their 
profit  margins  at  the  expense  of  the 
growers  and  processors  of  sugar  in  this 
country.  We  only  wish  to  continue  in 
business  and  to  be  allowed  to  make  a 
profit.  Sugar  farmers  in  the  U.S.  can 
compete  with  other  farmers  in  this 
world,  but  they  can't  compete  with 
other  governments.  U.S.  sugar  farmers 
receive  no  payment  from  the  govern- 
ment, whatsoever,  to  grow  or  not  to 
grow  sugar  cane.  The  sugar  industry  is 


willing  to  and  can  compete  in  a  world 
market  but,  it  is  necessary  for  all  grow- 
ers in  every  country  of  the  world  who 
produce  sugar  to  be  on  a  level  playing 
field.  Presently  we  are  not. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  refiners  of 
raw  sugar  in  this  country,  at  times  hav- 
ing run  marginally,  are  presently  operat- 
ing at  some  of  the  highest  profit  and 
margins  in  their  history,  along  with 
record  throughput.  So  why  is  there  a 
need  for  refiners  to  continue  jockeying 
for  changes  with  a  new  sugar  program 
authorized  by  the  Congress  that  isn't  yet 
tested?  Their  contentions  to  the  govern- 
ment are  premised  on  a  program  that 
was  abolished  by  the  new  law.  The  old 
program  (1990-95)  had  some  inherent 
problems.  But,  now  it  is  apparent  that 
the  changes  they  want,  premised  on  the 
old  law,  adversely  affects  the  sugar  in- 
dustry. In  particular,  the  raw  sugar  pro- 
ducers and  processors.  So  what  else  is 
new?  The  bottom  line  is  that  any  or  all  of 
the  refiner  proposals,  whether  put  forth 
by  the  commercial  users  or  the  refiners, 
mean  less  income  to  the  growers  who 
are  exposed  to  the  majority  of  the  risk  in 
producing  the  product.  That  being  pes- 
tilence, heavy  rains  and  flooding, 
freezes,  hurricanes,  increased  cost  of 
governmental  regulation,  increased  cost 
of  equipment  and  inputs,  and  all  of  these 
collectively  with  no  ability  to  gain  a 
higher  price  for  our  product  in  the  fore- 
seeable future. 

At  this  juncture,  the  question  arises 
as  to  whether  the  Louisiana  industry 
should  be  moving  forward  with  the 
manufacturing  of  refined  sugar  them- 
selves or  to  continue  in  the  same  tradi- 
tion as  we  have  had  for  over  200  years.  A 
recent  article  in  the  West  Palm  Beach 
Business  Review  highlighted  FloSun  (a 
large  Florida  Sugar  Corp.)  and  its  inten- 
tions of  growing,  processing,  refining, 
and  marketing  its  own  sugarcane  crop 


(sugar).  Also  rumored  is  that  U.S.  Sugar 
Corporation  of  Florida  is  considering,  if 
not  already  building,  a  refinery  to  pro- 
cess their  raw  sugar  into  refined  sugar. 
With  that  brings  the  dilemma  of  refining 
capacity(s)  and  location(s). 

There  are  but  two  refineries  left  in 
Louisiana,  neither  of  which  is  capable  of 
processing  the  entire  Louisiana  crop. 
There  is  also  a  refinery  in  nearby  Texas 
(just  south  of  Houston)  and  the  next 
nearest  refinery  is  in  Savannah,  Georgia 
on  the  Atlantic  ocean  (the  east  coast).  If, 
in  fact,  the  Louisiana  industry  would  re- 
ceive commitments  from  the  owners  of 
the  refinery  in  Gramercy,  La.,  that  it 
would  never  close,  then  there  would  not 
be  as  much  of  a  concern  about  the  addi- 
tional expense  of  storing  and  freighting 
our  raw  sugar  to  the  east  coast  for  refin- 
ing, at  an  additional  expense  to  the 
growers  and  processors  (another  cost). 
But  those  assurances  have  not  come.  In 
fact,  Savannah  Sugars  (owners  of  the 
Gramercy  refinery)  corporate  people 
have  indicated  that  if  there  is  a  shortage 
of  sugar  (whatever  the  cause),  the  Loui- 
siana industry  would  have  to  be  pre- 
pared to  pay  the  additional  storage  and 
freight  cost  to  ship  that  sugar,  for  refin- 
ing, to  Savannah.  This  would  cause  an 
additional  major  expense  and  could  well 
be  the  straw  that  breaks  the  back  of 
many  small  or  marginal  farm  opera- 
tions. Additionally,  it  would  have  a  det- 
rimental affect  on  some  of  the  sugar 
mills.  So,  what  are  the  options? 

1.  Extract  a  commitment  from  Savannah 
to  never  discontinue  refining  Louisiana 
sugar  in  Louisiana,  ad  infinitum,  regard- 
less of  what  occurs  in  Florida.  It  only 
makes  sense  to  keep  the  refinery  closest 
to  the  crop  in  operation,  at  least  in  my 
mind. 

2.  The  Louisiana  sugar  producers  could 


purchase  the  Colonial  Refinery  from 
Savannah.  However,  the  refiners  have 
indicated  they  would  not  sell  any 
refinery(s)  domestically,  in  a  whole  or  in 
part  (in  the  event  of  closure),  to  anyone 
who  might  compete  with  them.  Look  at 
what  occurred  with  the  ADM  Supreme 
facility.  It's  being  dismantled  presently. 
Therefore,  to  purchase  is  not  an  option. 

3.  Explore  and  pursue  the  establishment 
of  ionization  and  ultrafiltration  process- 
ing facilities  at  raw  sugar  processors 
strategically  located  throughout  the 
sugar  belt.  This  would  allow  the  entire 
industry  the  ability  to  process  the  raw 
sugar  to  refined  sugar.  Louisiana  grow- 
ers and  processors  would  then  become 
producers  of  refined  sugars  and  refined 
sugar  products  which  then  will  require 
the  industry  to  determine,  before  hand, 
how  and  with  whom  they  will  market 
their  sugar.  Making  and  marketing  re- 
fined sugar  are  two  distinct  and  differ- 
ent tasks.  It  does  no  good  to  produce  a 
refined  product  if  you  do  not  have  the 
marketing  capabilities.  Sugar  producers 
could  also  consider  building  a  new  re- 
finery, estimated  to  cost  $150  million,  not 
including  operating  capital,  etc. 

4.  Status  quo!  Under  this  scenario,  com- 
mercial users  and  refiners  continue  to 
add  on  discounts,  storage  and  freight  to 
the  Louisiana  industry.  This  is  one 
method  of  putting  the  Louisiana  indus- 
try out  of  business.  The  other  option  is  to 
legislate  the  industry  out  of  business. 
This,  the  refiners  claim,  they  are  not  try- 
ing to  do;  but,  since  they  will  make  no 
declaration  of  their  intentions  nor  make 
commitments  to  the  Louisiana  industry 
it  could  be  said  that  we  shouldn't  rely  on 
them  for  support  or  help. 


sugar  is  possible,  in  general,  to  move 
towards  the  production  of  refined  sugar 
"products,"  as  in  everything,  is  followed 
with  a  price  tag.  But  remember,  the  in- 
dustry is  already  being  faced  with  a 
stagnant  price,  add  to  that  the  additional 
expense  of  building  storage  facilities 
needed  because  the  refiners  have  so 
much  throughput  that  they  can  no 
longer  store  our  production.  Not  only 
the  cost  of  the  storage  facilities,  but  the 
cost  of  holding  sugar  for  8-12  months 
rather  than  the  traditional  6-8  months 
cost  money.  Then,  we  still  have  to  absorb 
additional  freight  to  Texas  and /or  Geor- 
gia. In  a  time  when  mills  are  facing  the 
need  to  consolidate  or  increase  their 
throughput,  can  or  will  the  Louisiana 
sugar  farmers  and  processors  be  willing 
to  or  able  to  find  the  necessary  capital  to 
take  them  into  this  new  arena?  Can  or 
will  the  growers  and  processors  in  Loui- 
siana move  the  industry  into  a  new  era 
or  will  they  get  tangled  in  tradition.  Per- 
sonalities, concern  for  individual  wel- 
fare, tradition  and  other  factors  cloud 
what  should  be  the  clear  and  present 
options  that  are  before  us.  There  is  an 
expression  that  says  "we  have  a  lot  on 
our  plate,"  and  at  this  point  in  history  it 
is  the  absolute  truth. 

Therefore,  this  brings  the  Louisiana 
sugar  industry  to  a  new  fork  in  the  road. 
Does  the  industry,  individually  or  col- 
lectively, continue  on  its  traditional  path 
as  raw  sugar  processors,  or  does  the  in- 
dustry move  into  the  refining  business 
and  the  marketing  of  their  own  prod- 
ucts? The  best  I  can  suggest  is  that  you 
stay  tuned.  The  one  thing  that  I  am  emi- 
nently certain  of  is  that  there  will  always 
be  a  Louisiana  sugar  industry.  Whether 
it  will  resemble  its  present  self  in  the 
size,  number  of  mills  and  growers  is  yet 
to  be  seen,  but  I  am  confident  we're  not 


While  the  production  of  the  refined     going  away. 


GRAMOXONE"  EXTRA 

herbicide  can  be  used  in  sugar 
cane  in  Louisiana  prior  to  crop 
emergence  (prior  to  emergence  of 
new  growth)  to  control  over- 
wintering weeds. 
GRAMOXONE  EXTRA  aids  in 
drying  and  warming  of  the  seedbed  by 
eliminating  winter  vegetation,  which  in 
turn,  reduces  root  rot  and  promotes 
shoot  development. 


OTHER  BENEFITS  INCLUDE: 

■  reduces  competition  for  plant  nutrients 

from  over-wintering  weeds 
■  fast-acting 
effective  under  a  broad  range  of  temperatures 
tankmix  flexibility 
rainfast  within  30  minutes 
cost-effective 


For  more  information,  contact  your 
local  dealer,  consultant,  extension 
agent  or  Zeneca  representative. 
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WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


USDA  Releases  Global  Sugar  Estimates 


The  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  (USDA)  has  pub- 
lished its  1996/97  forecasts.  In  the 
September  1996  edition  of  "Sugar  and 
Sweetener  Situation  and  Outlook  Re- 
port," the  USDA  announced  that  it  ex- 
pects world  sugar  production  for  1996/ 
97  to  reach  121.4  million  metric  tons,  up 
1.2  million  since  the  last  forecast  in  June 
but  still  1.5  million  tons  lower  than  the 
revised  estimates  for  the  1995/96  global 
crop.  World  consumption  is  forecast  at 
119.5  million  metric  tons  leaving  an  ap- 
parent surplus  of  1.9  million  tons.  How- 
ever, this  surplus  disappears  once  unre- 
corded trade  is  taken  into  account.  These 
forecasts  represent  an  increase  of  5.6 
million  metric  tons  in  global  stocks. 

The  higher  production  forecasts  are 
due  largely  to  improved  prospects  in 
Brazil,  Cuba,  Eastern  Europe,  South  Af- 
rica, Turkey,  Australia,  India,  Thailand, 
and  the  Philippines.  Though  sugar  con- 
sumption continues  to  grow  in  the 
United  States,  consumption  growth  is 
flat  in  much  of  the  industrialized  world. 
World  consumption  growth  is  driven 
largely  by  Asia,  where  estimates  are  up 
23  percent  and  account  for  more  than  a 
third  of  the  global  use.  Consumption  is 
also  on  the  rise  in  Latin  America,  par- 
ticularly in  Brazil. 

Global  trade  for  1996/97  should  hit 
34.9  million  metric  tons,  about  29  per- 
cent of  world  production.  Improved 
growing  conditions  in  Australia,  Brazil, 
Cuba,  South  Africa,  and  Thailand  are  al- 
lowing increased  exports  from  those 


nations.  India  is  again  expected  to  be  a 
major  exporter,  following  its  record  pro- 
duction year  in  1995/96,  despite  a  pro- 
duction drop  of  3  million  metric  tons  in 
1996/97.  Ukraine  will  probably  export 
about  a  million  metric  tons  less  this  year 
than  last.  The  drop  will  contribute  to 
high  imports  into  the  Russian  Federa- 
tion. China's  import  numbers  will  con- 
tinue to  drop  to  about  2.4  million  metric 
tons,  down  from  3.5  million  tons  two 
years  ago.  For  the  second  year  in  a  row, 
imports  into  the  United  States  will  rise 
significantly.  Total  imports  into  the  U.S. 
could  reach  2.74  million  metric  tons,  up 
from  last  year's  2.6  million,  and  second 
only  to  the  Russian  Federation. 

World  spot  prices  continue  to  fall. 
From  its  peak  of  14.87  cents  per  pound  in 
January  1995,  the  world  spot  price  for 
No.  11  sugar  fell  to  an  average  of  12.29 
cents  per  pound  in  the  first  11  market 
days  of  September  1996,  down  51  cents 
per  pound  from  the  same  September 
market  period  last  year.  Nevertheless, 
prices  are  still  relatively  strong  com- 
pared with  the  early  part  of  this  decade 
when  India  kept  much  of  its  surplus 
stocks  off  of  the  world  market. 

March  1997  world  raw  sugar  future 
prices  are  trading  below  the  spot  price 
and  should  continue  to  do  so,  an  inver- 
sion that  has  lasted  for  more  than  a  year. 
Favorable  prospects  for  1996/97  sugar 
production  has  contributed  to  the  weak 
trading,  as  has  Brazil's  perceived  capac- 
ity to  switch  sugar  cane  away  from  etha- 
nol  to  sugar.  Ending  stocks  for  1996/97 


is  estimated  at  23.4  million  metric  tons, 
down  slightly  from  a  year  ago,  while  the 
stocks-to-use  ratio  dips  significantly  to 
19.1  percent,  down  from  20.3  percent  last 
year. 

U.S.  domestic  production  is  only 
slightly  changed  from  the  estimates  I 
discussed  in  my  last  report.  Sugar  cane 
production  is  up  fractionally  from  last 
month's  estimate  of  3.15  million  short 
tons  raw  value.  According  to  the 
USDA's  October  "Crop  Production"  re- 
port, Florida  evaded  serious  storm  dam- 
age and  should  be  processing  by  the  end 
of  October.  Heavy  rains  in  September 
should  offset  the  effects  of  Texas'  mid- 
summer drought.  U.S.  consumption  for 
1996/97  is  estimated  at  9.83  million 
metric  tons,  a  1.3  percent  increase  from 
the  9.7  million  tons  forecast  for  last  year. 
Last  year's  estimates  represented  a  3.9 
percent  increase  from  1994/95.  The  cur- 
rent estimates  match  a  consumption  rate 
trend  stretching  back  to  1986.  U.S.  sugar 
stocks  for  the  end  of  fiscal  1996/97  are 
forecast  at  1.44  million  short  tons  raw 
value,  up  3  percent  from  the  estimate  for 
last  year.  Total  supply  is  forecast  at  11.46 
million  short  tons,  with  a  total  use  of 
10.03  million  tons.  Domestic  stocks-to- 
use  ratio  for  1996/97  should  be  around 
14.3  percent,  up  from  13.8  percent  for 
this  past  year. 

Prices  for  No.  14  raw  sugar  averaged 
22.37  cents  per  pound  during  the  first 
eleven  market  days  of  September.  Prices 
averaged  21.80  cents  in  July  and  21.97 
cents  in  August.  Refined  beet  sugar 
prices  are  around  29  cents  per  pound,  up 
4  cents  from  the  same  time  last  year.  Spot 
prices  for  immediate  delivery  are  well 
above  29  cents. 

USTR  Announces  Allocation  of 
1996/97  TRQ 

Acting  United  States  Trade  Repre- 
sentative Charlene  Barshefsky  has  an- 


nounced country-by-country  allocations 
of  the  tariff-rate  quota  for  the  coming 
fiscal  year.  A  total  of  1.7  million  metric 
tons  of  raw  cane  sugar  is  being  allocated, 
pursuant  to  the  revised  TRQ  formula 
announced  by  the  USDA  in  September. 
The  largest  allocations  were  awarded  to 
the  Dominican  Republic  (285,588  metric 
tons),  Brazil  (235,286  metric  tons),  the 
Philippines  (219,059  metric  tons),  and 
Australia  (134,681  metric  tons). 

Mexico  has  been  allocated  25,000 
metric  tons  of  either  raw  or  refined 
sugar  toward  satisfaction  of  obligations 
established  under  the  North  American 
Free  Trade  Agreement  (NAFTA).  Alloca- 
tions to  countries  that  are  net  importers 
are  conditioned  on  receipt  of  appropri- 
ate verifications. 

Congressional  Staffers  to  Visit 
Louisiana 

Congressional  aides  from  both  the 
Senate  and  House,  and  representing 
many  of  the  legislative  and  committee 
staffs  most  directly  involved  with  sugar 
interests  will  converge  on  Louisiana  be- 
tween November  15-17  to  tour  sugar 
cane  fields  and  processing  facilities  with 
members  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League. 

The  annual  trip  gives  these  staffers 
the  opportunity  to  visit  the  Louisiana  in- 
dustry in  order  to  gain  firsthand  knowl- 
edge of  sugar  cane  research,  harvesting 
and  processing  operations,  and  to  meet 
League  members. 

Secretary  Glickman  Expects  to  Stay  if 
Clinton  Wins 

Agriculture  Secretary  Dan  Glickman 
told  journalists  that  he  expected  to  re- 
main at  his  post  if  President  Clinton 
wins  reelection,  the  "Sugar  Letter"  re- 
ported. Rumors  have  circulated  for 
weeks  that  Glickman  would  attempt  to 
secure  a  more  senior  cabinet  position. 


Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about...  financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve 
land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 

provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 

Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Port  Allen 
(504)  344-2691 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (3 1 8)  367-8233 


Maclean  Land  Services  Inc. 


Operating,  managing  and  consulting 
on  land,  agricultural  and/or  mineral 
matters  since  1970. 


Phone  (504)  868-4963  •  Fax  (504)  851-6951 
P.O.  Box  3620  •  Houma,  LA  70361 

Paul  Maclean,  President 
Licensed  Louisiana  Real  Estate  Broker 


200th  Year 

Celebration  of 

Raising  Sugar  Cane 

4'  x  6'  Afghan 


Colors: 

Hunter  Green/Off  White 
Cranberry  Red/Off  White 
Williamsburg  Blue/Off  White 

Price: 

$64.80  tax  &  shipping  included 

Distributed  by: 

Ashland  Plantation 
Rt.  1,  Box  269 
Bunkie,  LA  71322 
(318)346-6172 


Made 

in 

Louisiana 


CAMECO 


For  the 

Louisiana 

Sugar  Industry 


Cane  Combine  Harvester 


For  more  details,  contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


N.  10th  St.  &  Coulon  Road 

Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Phone  (504)  447-7285 

FAX  (504)  447-5735 


400  S.  Canal  St. 

Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (318)  276-6314 

FAX  (318)  276-9827 
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ARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Late  Planting  -  LCP  85-384 
Lake  Charles  Cane  -  Early  Harvest  Results 


The  1996  planting  season  has  been 
a  frustrating  one  with  many  fields 
staying  too  wet  to  plant,  some  too 
dry  and  others  with  both  dry  and  wet 
periods;  usually  at  the  wrong  time.  As  a 
result,  many  areas  are  now  behind 
schedule  in  their  planting.  As  of  mid 
October,  at  a  time  when  the  industry  is 
normally  completed  with  its  planting, 
most  agree  that  there  is  still  about  20 
percent  of  the  industry  remaining  to  be 
planted.  To  complicate  matters,  most 
factories  have  now  started  grinding 
which  makes  it  difficult  for  growers  to 
both  harvest  and  plant  at  the  same  time. 
Additionally,  there  is  some  fallow  land 
which  has  again  grown  up  in  weeds, 
making  seed  bed  preparation  more  dif- 
ficult at  this  late  date. 

Despite  the  weather  extremes,  a  lot 
of  acreage  has  been  well  planted.  How- 
ever, some  fields  have  been  planted  in 
soil  that  was  too  dry  and  other  fields 
have  been  forced  while  it  was  too  wet. 
Many  growers  have  also  had  a  difficult 
time  finishing  the  planting  operation 
with  herbicide  application  and  opening 
drains.  In  their  rush  to  get  the  crop 
planted,  some  growers  skipped  the 
spraying  and  are  now  having  to  come 
back  and  finish  the  job.  Researchers  ad- 
vise that  the  best  weed  control  results 
from  spraying  pre-emergent  materials 
as  soon  after  planting  as  possible,  before 
a  weed  cover  has  a  chance  to  form.  In 
many  fields  this  year,  this  practice  was 
not  possible. 

Growers  should  make  every  attempt 
to  complete  their  planting  operation  as 


well  as  possible.  While  all  growers  real- 
ize that  they  must  live  with  the  results  of 
their  planting  for  the  full  cycle,  some- 
times their  rush  to  complete  the  job 
causes  them  to  perform  a  job  they  are 
really  not  proud  of.  With  the  dry 
weather  now  being  experienced,  grow- 
ers should  take  the  time  to  follow  up  and 
complete  the  planting  to  the  best  of  their 
ability. 

LCP  85-384 

By  now  most  growers  have  seen  that 
LCP  85-384,  the  highest  yielding  variety 
on  the  recommended  list,  does  cause 
concern  in  waiting  for  it  to  make  a  stand 
after  planting.  While  other  varieties,  like 
CP  70-321  and  CP  72-370,  often  show  a 
stand  in  7  to  10  days,  LCP  85-384  does 
not  mark  the  row  for  two  to  three  weeks 
or  more  following  planting.  Some  grow- 
ers have  called  researchers  thinking  the 
cane  may  not  have  been  planted  cor- 
rectly. The  variety  is  simply  slow  to  ger- 
minate but  generally  catches  up  quickly 
after  that.  Growers  should  also  be  re- 
minded that  LCP  85-384  can  also  be  hurt 
from  covering  too  deeply  and  it  does  not 
like  to  be  planted  in  fields  that  do  not 
drain  quickly.  Low  ends  of  precision 
graded  fields  planted  to  LCP  85-384  can 
be  disappointing.  The  fact  of  the  matter 
is  that  LCP  85-384  is  not  a  "super  cane" 
and  does  require  proper  attention.  Care 
should  be  taken  in  planting  this  variety 
just  as  growers  need  to  follow  precise 
recommendations  with  other  varieties. 
Even  when  less  than  perfect  fields  of  this 
variety  come  up,  an  even  stand  in  plant 
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cane  will  generally  result  in  good 
stubble  stands.  The  variety  can  deliver 
excellent  yields  of  cane  but  as  all  grow- 
ers have  now  learned,  it  can  be  difficult 
to  harvest. 

LAKE  CHARLES  CANE 

Most  industry  members  are  now 
aware  of  the  project  in  Lake  Charles  to 
establish  cane  production  in  the  far 
western  portion  of  the  state.  Four  facto- 
ries, working  cooperatively,  established 
approximately  1,000  acres  of  seed  cane 
of  several  varieties  in  1995  in  the  area 
southeast  of  Lake  Charles.  This  fall,  se- 
lected growers  are  using  that  seed  in  two 
main  areas  west  of  the  existing  cane  belt. 
In  the  area  around  Welsh  and  in  the 
original  area  south  of  Lake  Charles, 
some  6,000  acres  are  being  planted. 
Plans  are  for  the  area  to  continue  expan- 
sion during  1997.  Any  excess  seed  cane 
will  be  transported  to  the  factories  this 
year  by  truck.  Plans  are  for  combine 
harvest  of  cane  for  sugar  production  to 
commence  in  1997  with  transport  by  rail 
system.  Cultivatable  land  is  plentiful  in 
the  area  and  the  quantity  of  acres 
planted  to  cane  will  depend  somewhat 
on  prices  of  rice,  cattle  and  other  com- 
modities. 

Normal  yields  have  been  estimated 
and /or  measured  for  the  different  vari- 
eties in  the  Lake  Charles  area  this  fall. 
Growers  are  eagerly  awaiting  the  results 
of  stubbling  to  determine  the  area's  true 


potential.  At  the  present  time,  no  major 
obstacles  have  been  evidenced  although 
there  are  many  in  the  industry  that  still 
doubt  the  feasibility  of  cane  transport. 
Because  of  the  potential  acreage  in 
this  area  and  the  difference  in  soil  types 
as  compared  to  the  remainder  of  the  in- 
dustry, an  outfield  variety  test  has  been 
initiated.  These  results  will  help  in  the 
overall  evaluation  of  varieties  especially 
when  considering  combine  harvest. 

EARLY  HARVEST  RESULTS 

With  the  confused  beginning  of  the 
harvest  campaign  due  to  the  late  plant- 
ing season,  early  field  and  mill  reports 
have  been  mixed.  However,  some  grow- 
ers are  reporting  field  yields  somewhat 
higher  than  anticipated.  Core  sample 
results  and  mill  recoveries  have,  as  an 
average,  also  been  higher  than  expected, 
although  there  are  also  some  low  fig- 
ures. Probably  the  most  notable  facts 
about  the  beginning  of  this  harvest  sea- 
son have  been  the  slow  start  with  less 
than  full  quotas  being  delivered  as 
growers  continue  to  plant  and  the  break- 
downs experienced  at  several  mills. 

The  first  mills  to  start  this  year  were 
Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Cooperative  -  St. 
Martin  Branch  and  Jeanerette  Sugar 
Corp.  on  Oct.  7  while  the  last  mill  to  start 
was  Caldwell  on  Oct.  22.  Hopefully,  the 
early  season  problems  will  be  corrected 
as  the  industry  moves  into  its  second  full 
week  of  the  harvest  campaign. 


^yOl  JISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

<=*-/  WORKERS'  COMPENSATION  SELF  INSURERS  FUND 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Cane! 

Call  (800)  349-3440  for  a  quote 
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LASERPLANE 

Machine  Control  Systems 

FOR  RENT 

12  Yd.  Scraper 

with 
Laser  Equipment 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane  - 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

©  Spectra-Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  Box  3 17 

St.  James,  LA  70086 

(504)  265-8348 


American 

Sugar  Cane 


League 


206  E.  Bayou  Road 

Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

(504)448  3707 


CroDmate 


JEANERETTE,  LA. 
Hwy.  182  West 
(318)276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LA. 

805  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

(504)447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LA. 
Hwys.415&44 
Patin  Dyke  Road 
(504)638-8343 


Special  Bicentennial  Edition  Of  "From  The  Sugar  Bowl' 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.   Cost  per  copy  is  $16.95, 

plus  $1.27  tax  (7-5%),  and  $3.78  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $22.00. 


The  total  I  am  sending  for  my  complete  order  is 


Name 


Address 


Phc 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl.   (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.'s.) 

Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 
107  SUverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 


MllIlfK'l 

^ 
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// 

''V^jstite    V  f 

u 
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j 

Special  Volume  Prices  available  upon  request 
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CLASS 

F  I  E 

D  S 

FOR  SALE: 

4  Single-axle 

FOR  SALE: 

2  Transloader 

Transfer  Loader 

Tandem  Wagons 

Wagons -$1,500 

(large,  built  by 

ea.  Call  Junior 

CAMECO);  Burnt 

Schexnayder  at 

1992  CAMECO  2- 

(504)562-7539 

row  Harvester  (will 

(shop)  or  (504)  647- 

sell  parts  for  30% 

6877  (home). 

of  cost  new);  Burnt 
4x4  CAMECO 

FOR  SALE: 

1985  45' Great 
Dane  Chip  Trailer  - 
used  to  haul 
chopped  cane  for 
one  year.  Call  (318) 
876-2577. 

SP1 800  Loader. 
Call  (504)  473- 
3916. 

GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


General  ^tgf?    Electric 
Authorized  Dealer 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1-800-256-1269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)447-2696 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


Sean  M.  Prados 

Primary  Election  Results 


The  following  results  are  indicative  of  the 
Sept.  21  primary  elections.  There  are  a  num- 
ber of  elected  positions  which  will  directly 
impact  sugar  interest;  therefore,  we  encour- 
age your  participation  for  the  Nov.  5  general 
election  on  behalf  of  the  sugar  industry. 


U.S.  Senate 

In  the  U.S.  Senate  primary,  business- 
man and  state  Rep.  Woody  Jenkins,  R- 
Baton  Rouge,  managed  to  muster 
enough  support  to  put  him  slightly 
ahead  of  former  state  Treasurer  Mary 
Landrieu,  D-New  Orleans.  Most  politi- 
cal experts  are  predicting  a  close  race  for 
the  general  election  in  November. 

5th  Congressional  District 

Republican  John  Cooksey,  an  oph- 
thalmologist from  Monroe,  commanded 
a  healthy  lead  over  State  Rep.  Francis 
Thompson,  D-Delhi.  Cooksey  ran  in  a 
comfortable  first  with  34  percent  to 
Thompson's  28  percent. 

7th  Congressional  District 

In  a  race  to  succeed  U.S.  Rep.  Jimmy 
Hayes,  former  State  Rep.  Chris  John,  D- 
Crowley  came  in  first  with  26  percent.  In 
a  very  tight  race  for  second,  Hunter 


Lundy  edged  out  David  Thibodaux  by 
eight  votes  to  give  him  22  percent. 

State  Representative  District  48 

In  the  heart  of  the  sugar  belt,  the  pri- 
mary race  for  New  Iberia's  district 
placed  former  Sheriff  Errol  "Romo" 
Romero  ahead  37  percent  to  business 
owner  and  parish  council  member 
George  Gros'  29  percent. 

State  Senate  District  25 

Former  state  Rep.  Gerald 
Theunissen,  D-Jennings,  was  elected  to 
the  vacant  seat  left  by  former  state  Sen. 
Cecil  Picard.  Picard  resigned  his  posi- 
tion several  months  ago  to  head  the 
Education  Department. 

State  Supreme  Court 

Two  successful  challengers  in  the 
race  for  Supreme  Court  Justice  will 
bring  a  more  balanced  voice  to  the  high 
court.  State  District  Judge  Chet  Traylor 
of  Winnsboro  was  able  to  defeat  five- 
month  incumbent  Justice  Joe  Bleich  of 
Ruston.  Also  victorious  was  Third  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  Appeal  Judge  Jeannette 
Knoll  of  Marksville.  Knoll  successfully 
unseated  16-year  incumbent  Justice  Jack 
Watson  of  Lake  Charles. 


Wanted:  p  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors. 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


SAVE 

50% 

&W\ore\ 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 
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Bayou  Service  Co.  loo 


Edward  Pommiei 
(318)229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
(318)229-8136 


Kane  Karts  and  Planters  Aids 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.        Loreauville,  LA        (318)  229-6415 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 
return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  PCA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified  and  experienced 

in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that  our  financial 
assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's  important  to  YOU! 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(318)364-0217 


First  South  PCA 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


Harvey  Gonsoulin 

Thibodaux 
(504)  446-9450 
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NVIRONMENTAL        PER.SPECTIV 


James  F.  Coerver.  P.E. 
G.E.C.  Inc. 

Underground  Storage  Tank  (UST)  Deadline  News 


The  10-year  period  allowed  under 
Federal  and  State  Regulations  for 
either  upgrading  or  eliminating 
underground  storage  tanks  (USTs)  ex- 
pires Dec.  22, 1996.  Many  individuals  re- 
sponsible for  USTs  are  unaware  or,  are 
not  prepared.  Leaking  USTs  can  and 
have  caused  serious  groundwater  pollu- 
tion problems  and  financial  liability  for 
the  property  owners. 

A  "UST"  is  any  tank,  including  un- 
derground piping  connected  to  the  tank, 
that  has  at  least  10  percent  of  its  volume 
underground.  The  regulations  apply  to 
tanks  storing  petroleum  (such  as  motor 
fuel,  lube  oil,  kerosene,  solvents)  and 
hazardous  chemicals. 

Some  kinds  of  tanks  are  not  covered 
by  the  UST  regulations: 

•  USTs  at  farms  and  residences  capable 
of  holding  no  more  than  1,100  gallons 
of  motor  fuel  used  for  "noncommer- 
cial" purposes.  A  UST  at  a  sugar  mill 
does  not  qualify  for  this  "farm"  ex- 
emption. 

•  Tanks  storing  heating  oil  on  the  pre- 
mises where  used. 

•  Tanks  on  or  above  the  floor  of  a  base- 
ment or  tunnel. 

•  Septic  tanks. 

•  Tanks  holding  110  gallons  or  less. 

USTs  in  existence  on  Dec.  22, 1998 
must  be  properly  installed,  have  spill 
and  overfill  protection,  have  an  accept- 


able corrosion  protection  system,  and  be 
equipped  with  leak  detection  capability. 
Interim  protection  measures,  such  as 
leak  detection  by  monthly  inventory 
controls  and  tightness  checks  every  five 
years,  should  already  have  been  imple- 
mented. 

The  owners  of  property  on  which  a 
UST  is  located  can  require  lessees  and/ 
or  fuel  jobbers  to  comply  with  all  appli- 
cable requirements,  but  property  own- 
ers cannot  transfer  responsibility.  It 
would  be  wise  for  all  property  owners  to 
check  promptly  on  the  status  of  all 
known  and  unknown  or  abandoned 
USTs  on  the  premises. 

Installation,  operation,  and  mainte- 
nance of  the  post-1998  USTs  control  sys- 
tems are  costly.  In  most  cases  it  is  less  ex- 
pensive to  use  properly  equipped 
above-ground,  fixed  or  mobile,  fuel  stor- 
age tanks. 

Existing  USTs  that  will  not  be  up- 
graded as  required  to  meet  1998  require- 
ments, including  presently  unknown 
and /or  abandoned  tanks,  should  be  re- 
moved as  soon  as  practicable.  There  are 
procedures  that  must  be  followed,  in- 
cluding subsoil  tests  for  evidence  of 
leakage,  so  it  is  best  to  have  an  experi- 
enced contractor  do  any  tank  removal 
work.  Having  the  UST  situation  re- 
solved will  save  a  lot  of  trouble  in  the 
event  of  an  attempt  to  transfer  property 
ownership  and  inherent  environmental 
liability. 
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PERFORMANCE 


PROVEN 


— — — — -  ■— — — i  ——j       ' 

Ccme Harvestings^  Equipment 

LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-9826      (504)  447-3776 
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1995  High  Yield  Awards 


Keith  Martin  and  Wayne  Poche 
of  Martin  &  Poche 

Top  20  Producer 
1st  Place 

Top  Parish  Producer 
St.  James  Parish 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

St.  James  County  Agent 
Jimmy  Garret  (right) 


Denis  Knobloch,  Jr.  (center)  and 
Warner  Triggs,  Jr. 

Top  20  Producer 
2nd  Place 

Top  Parish  Producer 
Lafourche  Parish 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

Lafourche  County  Agent 
Mike  Hebert  (left) 


Bobby,  Lester  and  Chris  Gravois 
of  Lester  Gravois  Farms 

Top  20  Producer 
3rd  Place 

Lafourche  County  Agent 
Mike  Hebert  (right) 
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Al  and  Roland  Bourgeois 
m  of  Al-Ro  Farms 


Top  20  Producer 
4th  Place 


.  1   Lafourche  County  Agent 
J   Mike  Hebert  (right) 


Greg,  Dickie  and  Charles 

Gravois,  Jr. 

of  Blackberry  Farms 

Top  20  Producer 
5th  Place 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

St.  James  County  Agent 
Jimmy  Garrett  (right) 
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MikeDornier 
of  Dornier  Farms 

fi  J  Top  20  Producer 
|i!      6l/i  P/ace 

*:    J  ^  St.  James  County  Agent 
,       :    >|  Jimmy  Garrett  (right) 
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Houston  Gervais  and  Jerry 
McKee  of  Laurel  Valley 
Plantation 

Top  20  Producer 
7th  Place 

Lafourche  County  Agent 
Mike  Hebert  (right) 


Brent  Barbier 

of  Sugar  Haven  Farm 

Top  20  Producer 
8th  Place 

Top  Parish  Producer 
Iberville 

Iberville  County  Agent 
Mark  Tassin  (right) 
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Manuel,  Bobby  and  PJ.  Acosta 
I  of  Acosta  Brothers 

I  Top  20  Producer 
I      0//?  P/ace 

Lafourche  County  Agent 
Mike  Hebert  (right) 
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Ronald  and  Richard  Giroir 
of  R&R  Farms,  Inc. 

Top  20  Producer 
10th  Place 

Top  Parish  Producer 
Assumption 

Assumption  County  Agent 
Rick  Louque  (right) 


Joe,  Tim,  Wilfred,  Al  and  Mike 
Hebert,  "Mighty"  Rougee  and 
Ted  Tabor  of  Hebert  Brothers 
Farms,  Inc. 

Top  20  Producer 
11th  Place 

Lafourche  County  Agent 
Mike  Hebert  (right) 
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Mike  and  Tony  Aucoin,  Cameron 
j  Morvant,  Jr.  and  Tim  Aucoin 
of  M&R  Farms 

flit 
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Top  20  Producer 
12th  Place 


St.  James  County  Agent 
Jimmy  Garrett  (right) 
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Harris  and  Dane  LeBlanc,  Mack 
McDowell  and  Gayle  LeBlanc 
ofH&D 


i   Top  20  Producer 
13th  Place 

Top  Parish  Producer 
Terrebonne 


,.  '■;■■  *  *'    Terrebonne  County  Agent 
-^;         Barton  Joffrion  (right) 


*--- 


Simon  Landry 

Top  20  Producer 
14th  Place 

Assumption  County  Agent 
Rick  Louque  (right) 


Ray  Champagne 
of  Tro-Lon  Ray 

Top  20  Producer 
15th  Place 


Lafourche  County  Agent 
Hebert  (right) 
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Wendall  and  Wilson  Albarado 

Top  20  Producer 
16th  Place 

Iberville  County  Agent 
Mark  Tassin  (right) 
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Johnny  Winslow,  Sergio  Michel, 
Claude  Thibodaux  and  Shaun 
Michel  of  SJM  Farms,  Inc. 

Top  20  Producer 
17th  Place 

Assumption  County  Agent 
Rick  Louque  (right) 
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S.J.  "Stan"  Rodrigue  of 
Goldmine 

Top  20  Producer 
18th  Place 


Top  Parish  Producer 
ft      Sf.  JoAin 

St.  John  County  Agent 
Larry  Brock  (right) 
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1  Keith  Zeringue 


Top  20  Producer 
19th  Place 


Lafourche  County  Agent 
Mike  Hebert  (right) 


Charles  Waguespack 
of  Waguespack  Farms 

Top  20  Producer 
20th  Place 

St.  James  County  Agent 
Jimmy  Garrett  (right) 
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John,  Chris  and  Matt  Robert 
of  J&R  Robert,  Inc. 

Top  Parish  Producer 
Ascension 

St.  James  County  Agent 
•^    Jimmy  Garrett  (right) 
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P        FRONT       WITH 


LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Congressional  Elections 


Congressional  elections,  as  well  as 
the  local  elections,  are  behind  us. 
I  think  everyone  is  glad  to  see  the 
end  of  the  negative  campaigning  that 
has  become  so  prevalent  in  this  day  and 
time.  It  is  hoped  that  you,  the  individu- 
als that  make  up  the  Louisiana  sugar 
industry,  took  part  in  these  elections  by 
supporting  candidates  personally  and 
financially.  Because  we  all  have  different 
opinions,  philosophies  and  ideology,  it 
is  therefore  necessary  for  all  of  us  to  sup- 
port individual  candidates.  However,  it 
is  hoped  that  individuals  in  this  sugar 
community  involve  themselves  in  politi- 
cal races,  particularly  in  the  Senate  and 
other  congressional  races.  If  you  were 
recognizably  involved  for  any  of  the 
candidates  please  advise  the  League  of- 
fice of  the  nature  of  your  participation 
and  candidate  which  you  supported.  At 
some  points  in  time  it  may  be  necessary 
to  ask  you  to  involve  yourself,  on  the 
industry's  behalf,  in  matters  that  we 
might  call  upon  those  office  holders  to 
help  us  through. 

One  of  the  nicest  things  about  the 
congressional  elections  is  that  the  candi- 
dates were  totally  immersed  in  their 
elections  and  thereby  allowed  our  in- 
dustry to  experience  a  short  refrain  from 
political  attack.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
commercial  users  and  those  who  would 
wish  to  abolish  the  sugar  program  are 
planning  strategy  and  laying  their  game 
plan  as  you  read  this  article.  They 
haven't  gone  away  and  my  expectation 
is  that  we  will  have  a  battle  year  in  and 
year  out  during  the  seven  years  of  this 


farm  bill. 

Congressional  Staff  Tour 

During  the  weekend  of  Nov.  15-17, 
the  League  hosted  approximately  30 
congressional  staffers  for  a  tour  of  the  in- 
dustry. The  bipartisan  group  was  taken 
through  the  Houma  research  facility  to 
allow  them  the  opportunity  to  better 
understand  the  importance  of  variety 
enhancement  and  other  areas  of  research 
that  are  also  important  to  the  survival  of 
our  industry.  Additionally,  they  were 
taken  to  some  local  farming  operations 
to  see  the  field  operation  processes  uti- 
lizing both  the  two-row  harvester  and 
the  new  combine  system.  They  were 
then  taken  through  Raceland  Sugars  to 
observe  the  manufacturing  of  raw  cane 
sugar  and  molasses.  I  would  like  to 
thank  Dr.  Pat  Jordan  of  the  Southern 
Regional  Research  Center;  Dr.  Ben 
Legendre  and  his  staff  at  the  Houma 
USDA  station;  the  growers,  particularly 
Jerry  McKee  and  Charles  P. 
Waguespack,  for  the  time  they  took  out 
of  their  busy  harvest  schedule;  and  Dan 
Duplantis  and  the  employees  and  staff 
of  Raceland  Sugars  for  their  time.  I 
would  also  be  remiss  if  I  didn't  thank 
Charles  Thibaut  for  taking  two  and  a 
half  days  from  Evan  Hall  to  devote  to 
congressional  relations  on  behalf  of  the 
industry.  Last,  but  not  least,  I  would  like 
to  thank  the  Cajun  chefs  who  volun- 
teered to  cook  for  our  congressional  staff 
tours  for  the  last  several  years. 

In  my  estimation  this  tour  was  a  suc- 
cess. It  is  unfortunate  that  we  don't  have 


the  financial  wherewithal  to  bring  a  staff 
person  from  every  congressional  office 
to  tour  our  industry.  It  makes  all  the  dif- 
ference in  the  world  to  speak  with  some- 
one about  a  legislative  issue  and  realize 
that  they  understand  the  industry's  idio- 
syncrasies and  can  wade  through  of  all 
the  misconceptions  that  are  prevalent  in 
Washington.  Why?  Because  they 
learned  about  our  industry  first  hand. 

I  also  wish  to  thank  Don  Wallace  and 
Macon  Edwards  and  their  staffs,  along 
with  the  League's  staff,  for  the  coordina- 
tion in  putting  together  this  endeavor. 

Pepsi  and  Abita  Root  Beer 

I  guess  some  of  you  may  have 
thought  that  I  had  forgotten  about  the 
two  cold-drink  manufacturers  in  the 
state  of  Louisiana  that  are  using  our 
sugar  in  their  products.  Well,  I  haven't 
and  I  won't.  I  hope  that  you  haven't  and 
that  you  won't;  not  only  not  forget  to 


buy  Abita  Root  Beer  and  Pepsi,  but  to 
encourage  your  friends  and  relatives, 
ask  your  school  boards  and  police  ju- 
rors, your  mayors,  your  equipment  and 
car  dealer,  your  chemical  companies, 
your  country  clubs  and  your  favorite 
restaurants,  your  local  convenience 
stores  and  local  grocery  stores.  If  you 
don't  do  it,  no  one  else  will!  It  is  my  un- 
derstanding that  the  product  is  selling 
well,  but  it's  up  to  us  to  make  it  sell  as 
good  as  or  better  than  the  other  colas. 
Put  those  Pepsi  bumper  stickers  on  your 
vehicles  so  your  neighbors  can  ask 
"what's  the  deal?"  We'll  soon  be  sending 
out  consumer  cards  to  growers  and  their 
families.  When  you  don't  find  Louisiana 
Pepsi  in  a  business  that  sells  soft  drinks, 
you  can  leave  them  one  of  these  cards 
asking  them  to  carry  it  in  the  future. 
More  to  come. 

Just  keep  buying  and  drinking  Louisi- 
ana Pepsi  and  Abita  Root  Beer. 
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Don't  Spend 

All  your  Pennies 

Leasing  a  Tractor 


Spend  only  12  cents  per  horsepower  hour* 
to  lease  a  new  GENESIS™  tractor 

The  special  GENESIS  36  month  CUSTOMER  CONFIDENCE  LEASE  from  Ford 
New  Holland  Credit  offers: 

•  Economical  costs...  lease  for  as  little  as  12  cents  per  hp/hour  based  on  600  hours 
of  use  per  year 

•  Cash  flow  benefits...  obtain  equipment  with  less  initial  capital  outlay 

•  Choices  at  end  of  lease...  purchase  the  tractor  for  a  stated  price,  re-lease,  or  return 
the  tractor 

•  3  Year  Warranty...  it's  the  best  warranty  in  the  business 

•Lease  cost  per  hour  based  on  GENESIS  Model  8870  and  600  hours  of  use.  Cost  of  lease  may  vary  based  on  tractor  models  and  options. 
Available  through  Ford  New  Holland  Credit  to  qualified  customers. 
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l\EW  HOLLAND 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 

President  Clinton  Reelected 
Republicans  Maintain  Majority  in  Congress 


President  Clinton  won  reelection 
with  49.2  per  cent  of  the  national 
popular  vote  on  Nov.  5,  carrying 
31  states,  including  California,  New 
York,  Florida  and  Louisiana.  Former 
Senate  Majority  Leader  Bob  Dole  re- 
ceived 40.8  per  cent  of  the  popular  vote, 
winning  Texas  and  much  of  the  Deep 
South,  along  with  the  bulk  of  the  Great 
Plains.  H.  Ross  Perot  finished  in  third 
place  with  8.5  per  cent  of  the  popular 
vote,  though  he  won  no  states.  Other 
third-party  candidates,  led  by  Green 
Party  candidate  Ralph  Nader,  captured 
the  remaining  1.5  per  cent. 

President  Clinton's  reelection  com- 
pletes a  remarkable  recovery  from  the 
disaster  of  the  1994  Republican  takeover 
to  become  the  first  Democratic  president 
elected  to  two  terms  since  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt.  However,  the  White  House 
will  have  to  tackle  its  second  term  with 
a  largely  new  Cabinet.  At  least  eight  of 
the  14  major  departments  will  be  led  by 
new  secretaries.  Among  those  that  are 
staying,  however,  is  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture Dan  Glickman. 

Americans  also  reelected  a  Republi- 
can majority  to  Congress.  With  control 
of  two  Texas  seats  waiting  to  be  decided 
by  runoff,  House  Republicans  held  onto 
power  by  a  226-206-1  margin.  The  20 
seat  difference  represents  an  18  seat 
swing  in  favor  of  the  Democrats.  Senate 
Republicans,  however,  increased  their 
lead  by  picking  up  two  seats  to  maintain 
control  by  a  55-45  margin  . 

Though  Americans  seemed  to  vote 


for  the  status  quo  this  year,  there  will  be 
several  significant  changes  on  Capitol 
Hill.  First,  the  House  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee will  have  a  new  chairman.  Rep. 
Bob  Smith  (R-OR)  will  take  over  for 
former  Chairman  Pat  Roberts  (R-KS) 
who  was  elected  to  the  Senate  to  replace 
retiring  Nancy  Kassebaum  (R-KS).  Sev- 
eral other  senior  Agriculture  Committee 
members  will  be  retiring.  Among  them 
are  Reps.  Kika  de  la  Garza  (D-TX), 
Charlie  Rose  (D-NC),  and  Steve 
Gunderson  (R-WI).  Following  Chair- 
man Roberts  to  the  U.S.  Senate  will  be 
Reps.  Tim  Johnson  (D-SD)  and  Wayne 
Allard  (R-CO). 

In  other  races  of  interest  to  the  agri- 
culture community,  Jo  Ann  Emerson 
was  elected  to  fill  the  seat  of  her  late  hus- 
band, Rep.  Bill  Emerson  (R-MO),  who 
served  on  the  House  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee. She  will  finish  out  the  remainder 
of  her  husband's  term,  getting  a  leg  up 
on  seniority,  and  will  serve  as  a  Repub- 
lican. Two  Committee  members  were 
defeated  in  their  bids  for  reelection.  Rep- 
resentative David  Funderburk  (R- 
NC)  lost  to  Democrat  Bobby  Etheridge, 
and  Rep.  Harold  Volkmer  (D-MO)  fell  to 
Republican  Kenny  Hulshof .  On  the  Sen- 
ate side,  Southern  Democrats  Howell 
Heflin  (D-AL)  and  David  Pry  or  (D-AR), 
both  members  of  the  Senate  Agriculture 
Committee,  saw  their  seats  taken  over 
by  Republicans  Jeff  Sessions  and  Tim 
Hutchinson,  respectively. 

Democrats  and  Republicans  in  both 
the  House  and  Senate  will  meet  in  late 


November  to  elect  leadership  positions. 
No  major  changes  are  expected. 

Florida  Sugar  Farmers  Ward  Off 
Penny-Per-Pound  Tax  Amendment 

Florida  sugar  farmers  were  spared  a 
proposed  amendment  to  the  state  con- 
stitution that  would  have  placed  a  1-cent 
tax  on  every  pound  of  raw  sugar  pro- 
duced when  voters  rejected  the  proposal 
by  a  54-46  margin. 

Supporters  of  the  proposal  argued 
that,  if  passed,  the  amendment  would 
help  pay  for  cleanup  of  the  Everglades 
that  they  say  has  been  polluted,  in  part, 
by  runoff  from  nearby  sugar  farms.  Op- 
ponents argued  that  sugar  farmers  were 
already  paying  their  share  of  the 
cleanup  pursuant  to  the  1994  Everglades 
Forever  Act.  The  act  reflected  an  agree- 
ment forged  by  representatives  of  all 
parties  involved,  including  the  sugar 
industry,  state  and  local  governments 
and  environmental  activists.  Opponents 
also  voiced  fear  that  any  additional  tax 
on  sugar  would  push  growers  out  of 
business,  shifting  the  entire  burden  of 
the  cleanup  onto  the  taxpaying  public. 
They  objected  to  the  inclusion  of  a  tax  in 
the  state  constitution  which  targeted 
sugar  farmers  only. 

In  addition  to  the  sugar  tax  proposal, 
supporters  also  pushed  for  passage  of 
two  related  amendments,  both  of  which 
passed.  The  first  would  codify  a  "pol- 
luter pays"  policy  for  Everglades  re- 
newal, and  the  other  would  set  up  a 
trust  fund  to  help  pay  for  the  clean  up 
project.  Opponents  pointed  out  that  cur- 
rent law  already  requires  a  "polluter 
pays"  policy. 

Opponents  of  the  sugar  tax  ballot  ini- 
tiative pushed  their  own  proposal  re- 
quiring a  two-thirds  majority  vote  for 
passage  of  any  amendment  to  the  state 
constitution  that  would  impose  a  tax. 
This  proposal  passed  by  a  wide  margin. 


USDA  Releases  November  Crop 
Production  Report 

Domestic  sugarcane  production  for 
both  sugar  and  seed  is  expected  to  total 
28.0  million  tons  in  1996,  a  9  percent 
drop  from  1995,  but  a  2  percent  increase 
from  October.  Harvest  area  stood  at 
882,000  acres,  up  1  percent  from  last 
year.  Yield  is  forecasted  at  31.8  tons  per 
acre,  1.2  tons  below  last  year's  yield. 

In  Florida,  mills  started  the  season  a 
week  later  than  expected  despite  favor- 
able weather  in  late  October.  Drought 
and  irrigation  problems  early  in  the  sea- 
son resulted  in  uneven  sugarcane  devel- 
opment. Yet,  adequate  rains  in  late  sum- 
mer and  early  fall  improved  conditions. 
Early  harvest  numbers  indicate  that 
mills  may  avoid  harvesting  marginal 
fields  to  reach  sugar  production  targets. 
Water  shortages  in  Hawaii  were  begin- 
ning to  affect  sugarcane  fields. 


LASERPLAJME 

Machine  Control  Systems 


Landformlng 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane— 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

©  Spectra-Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  317 

ST.  JAMES  LA  70086 

504/265-8348 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  CSmplete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

(wiflk 

Saturday 

General  ^<tgy    Electric 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Authorized  Dealer 

Thibodaux 

Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1  -800-256- 1269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)  447-2696 

Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 
return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  PCA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified  and  experienced 

in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that  our  financial 
assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's  important  to  YOU! 


Andy  Andolsek 

Thibodaux 


First  South  PCA 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 

(504)  446-9450 
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Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 


FIVE  MODELS, 
50,000  REASONS 


BEFORE  YOU  BUY  YOUR  NEXT  NEW  TRACTOR,  ASK  AN  OWNER. 


There  are  more  than  50,000 
Case  IH  MAGNUM™  tractors 
working  fields  and  farms 
around  the  world.  And  with 
over  65  million  hours  of 
rugged  fieldwork  behind  them, 
they've  proven  what  a  differ- 
ence durability,  reliability  and 
performance  can  make. 

You'll  feel  that  difference  in 
the  7200  Series  MAGNUM 
tractors,  ranging  from  130  to 
215PTOhp.  At  the  heart  of 
every  MAGNUM  is  its  8.3  L 

Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 
(800)256-1950 


diesel  engine  —  the  definition 
of  pure  agricultural  power. 
Not  to  mention  the  standard 
1 8-speed  full-powershift 
transmission  that  gives  you 
complete  control  of  18  forward 
and  four  reverse  speeds,  as 
well  as  an  optional  creeper 
transmission  that  adds  six  for- 
ward and  two  reverse  speeds. 
Yet  with  all  that  performance, 
there  is  no  shortage  of  com- 
fort. The  MAGNUM  tractor 
cab  means  highly  efficient 

Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 


luxury.  From  the  economically 
designed  seat  to  the  smart 
layout  of  the  controls,  you're 
surrounded  with  features  that 
make  it  easy  to  put  in  a  full 
day's  work. 

If  you're  looking  for  a 
proven  tractor  with  all  the 
assets  you  need  to  maximize 
productivity,  be  sure  to  test 
drive  a  MAGNUM  tractor.  But 
don't  just  take  our  word  for  it. 

ASK  AN  OWNER. 

Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)276-6384 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  447-3776  (504)  473-7927 


CASE  HI 


FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Managing  LCP  85-384  -  Crop  Report 


Many  growers  have  now  had 
experience  with  LCP  85-384 
and  realize  the  opportunities 
and  challenges  it  can  present.  Although 
a  few  growers  have  not  had  serious 
problems  harvesting  the  cane,  some 
have  experienced  fields  that  even  a  com- 
bine harvester  has  difficulty  with.  Most 
growers  have  realized  very  good  ton- 
nage yields  from  this  variety  along  with 
good  CRS  at  the  core  lab.  As  a  result  of 
its  good  yields,  growers  would  like  to 
plant  more  acreage  to  this  variety.  How- 
ever, concerns  about  its  harvestability 
have  limited  soldier  harvesting  growers 
to  smaller  percentages  than  they  would 
like.  Combine  harvesting  growers  have 
generally  planted  as  much  acreage  of 
LCP  85-384  as  they  had  seed  cane. 

The  challenge  for  many  growers  has 
become  how  to  harvest  LCP  85-384  with 
its  better  yields  while  not  having  to  give 
up  the  soldier  harvesting  system.  In  or- 
der to  accomplish  this,  numerous  grow- 
ers have  tried  several  management  prac- 
tices. These  practices  include  planting 
the  variety  in  poorer  yielding  soils,  cut- 
ting back  on  the  amount  of  fertilizer, 
using  Polado  more  extensively  to  stop 
its  growth  and  hopefully  improve  its 
harvestability,  and  cutting  it  earlier  in 
the  harvest  before  it  lodges  badly.  These 
practices  have  never  been  tested  by  re- 
searchers but  have  been  examined  by 
growers  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the  cane 
belt.  Different  growers  have  formed 
opinions  about  the  merits  of  each  of 
these  practices  in  helping  them  grow 
this  variety  and  achieve  economical 


yields.  However,  care  should  be  taken 
by  all  growers,  particularly  since  most  of 
these  practices  need  to  be  examined  over 
several  years  before  they  can  be  as- 
sumed to  be  repeatable. 

One  thing  is  certain,  practices  de- 
signed to  reduce  yields  should  be  used 
sparingly.  Practices  employed  here 
should  be  in  an  attempt  to  make  the 
harvestability  of  LCP  85-384  more  ac- 
ceptable. This  is  why  planting  this  vari; 
ety  in  soils  that  will  hold  back  yields  or 
reducing  fertilizer  below  recommended 
rates  should  be  carefully  considered 
before  implementing.  A  safer  practice 
would  be  to  use  Polado  to  enhance  ma- 
turity and  hopefully  toughen  the  stalks 
to  improve  the  harvestability.  There  is 
very  little  research  data  to  support  this 
practice  although  a  few  growers  have 
used  it  successfully  on  large  acreage. 
Harvesting  plant  cane  early  in  the  sea- 
son and  waiting  until  later  to  harvest 
older  stubble  can  also  improve 
harvestability  if  the  plant  cane  is  cut 
before  it  falls.  However,  these  two  prac- 
tices put  a  tremendous  amount  of  early 
cutting  pressure  on  this  variety.  It  has 
been  shown  that  this  variety  is  outstand- 
ing, but  at  the  same  time,  it  has  been 
demonstrated  that  it  is  not  "superman." 
The  effects  of  this  early  cutting  may  take 
its  toll  as  it  has  done  to  other  high  yield- 
ing sugar  varieties.  However,  continu- 
ous incorporation  of  clean  seed  from  hot 
water  treating  or  Kleentek  can  assist  in 
keeping  the  vigor  of  this  variety  high. 

Growers  should  also  remember  that 
what  works  on  one  farm  may  not  work 
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as  well  on  the  next  with  regard  to  im- 
proving the  harvestability  of  this  variety. 
Most  growers  who  have  already  pur- 
chased a  combine  have  expanded  their 
acreage  in  LCP  85-384  and  can  more  eas- 
ily achieve  the  higher  yields  it  offers 
without  employing  any  of  these  prac- 
tices. However,  many  growers  have  not 
yet  seen  the  profitability  in  switching  to 
combine  harvesters  and  will  stay  with 
the  soldier  system  for  some  time. 

Crop  Report 

As  of  this  writing  on  Nov.  12,  the 
state's  average  cane  quality  is  slightly 
below  normal  for  this  time  of  year,  near 
190  pounds  of  sugar  per  ton.  For  most 
growers,  yields  of  cane  tonnage  have 
been  higher  than  earlier  predicted  and 
may  approach  last  year's  yield  of  29  tons 
of  cane  per  acre.  With  the  385,000  acres 
expected  to  be  harvested  and  the  yields 
many  growers  are  anticipating,  a  state 
production  level  of  well  over  900,000 
tons  of  sugar  (raw  value)  may  be 
reached.  This  would  be  the  fourth  con- 
secutive year  of  production  above 
900,000  tons  of  sugar. 

While  some  parts  of  the  state  are  re- 
porting good  sugar,  especially  the 
Bayou  Lafourche,  lower  Mississippi 
River  and  eastern  Bayou  Teche  areas, 
other  regions  are  reporting  sugar  levels 
below  normal.  Some  of  these  areas  expe- 
rienced a  late  drought  and  then  when 
rain  did  fall,  the  cane  began  to  grow  and 
it  is  not  maturing  normally.  In  addition, 
as  a  result  of  the  poorer  than  normal 
performance  of  Polado  in  the  1995  crop 
and  the  late  1996  planting  season,  some 
growers  did  not  use  as  much  or  any  of 
the  growth  regulator  this  year.  These 
factors  have  contributed  to  the  lower 
sugar  levels  in  portions  of  the  state.  On 
Oct.  24-25,  some  6  to  11  inches  of  rain 
were  recorded  throughout  the  western 
and  northern  areas  of  the  belt  with  less 


than  1  inch  in  the  far  eastern  regions. 
This  was  followed  by  a  second  rain  of  0.5 
to  3  inches  on  Nov.  7.  The  resulting  mud 
caused  a  reduction  in  CRS  and  also  pro- 
duced dextran  quantities  which  reached 
alarming  levels.  However,  dry  weather 
this  week  has  brought  about  better  har- 
vesting conditions  and  cooler  weather 
has  reduced  dextran  reports.  With  con- 
tinued good  weather,  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  industry  can  continue  to  im- 
prove its  yield  potential. 


TTRI 


STAT 

Delta  Chemicals 


THIB0DAUX,  LA. 
805  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 
(504)  447-4081 


JEANERETTE,  LA. 
Hwy.  182  West 
(318)276-5051 


NEW  ROADS,  LA. 
Hwys.415&44 
Patin  Dyke  Road 
(504)638-8343 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (3 1 8)  367-8233 


Long  Pest 
Management,  Inc. 

Insect,  Weed  &  Disease  Management 

Soil  Testing  &  Fertilizer  Management 

Record  Keeping  &  Crop  Management  Services 

Henry  Long,  Ph.D.,  Senior  Consultant 

Dan  Long,  Assistant  Consultant 

Stephanie  Borne,  Technician 

J.  Pontif  &  L.  Guillot,  Scouts 

P.  0.  Box  1193, 720  Hwy.  308,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  446-3520  (office)  (504)  449-61 70  (mobile) 
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200th  Year 

Celebration  of 

Raising  Sugar  Cane 

4'  x  6'  Afghan 


Colors: 

Hunter  Green/Off  White 
Cranberry  Red/Off  White 
Williamsburg  Blue/Off  White 

Price: 

$64.80  tax  &  shipping  included 

Distributed  by: 

Ashland  Plantation 
Rt.  1,  Box  269 
Bunkie,  LA  71322 
(318)346-6172 
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Planning  on  Raising  Cane? 
We  Can  Help  You  Plan  for 
Tomorrow's  Success 


No  one  quite  understands  the  importance  of 
long-term  planning  better  than  the  Louisiana 
FARMER  of  the  '90s.  Today's  careful  planning  is 
the  key  to  tomorrow's  success.  That's  why  the 
Federal  Land  Bank  Association  offers  a  variety  of 
loan  options  for  your  long-term  credit  needs. 

The  Land  Bank  Association  is  a  reliable  source  of  agricultural 
credit  geared  to  meet  your  changing  financial  needs  in  the  '90s  ... 
just  as  we  have  for  75  years. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association  of  South  Louisiana 
Port  Allen  Opelousas         £} 

(504)  344-2691       (318)  942-1461 


LATMDB7VNK 


LENDER 

(E8half  10/93) 
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1997  Bus  Trip 


~l 


A  bus  trip  is  being  planned  for  early  1997.  We  have  narrowed  the 
agenda  to  a  couple  of  areas  to  visit.  Final  plans  have  not  been  made, 
but  if  you  would  like  to  receive  future  mailings  regarding  the  trip, 
return  this  form  to:  American  Sugar  Cane  League,  1997  Bus  Trip, 
P.O.  Box  938,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302. 

Name 

Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Daytime  Phone 


Nighttime  Phone 


L 
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Special  Bicentennial  Edition  Of  "From  The  Sugar  Bowl' 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.   Cost  per  copy  is  $16.95, 

plus  $1.27  tax  (7.5%),  and  $3.78  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $22.00. 


The  total  I  am  sending  for  my  complete  order  is 


Name 


Address . 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl.   (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.  s.) 

Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 
107  Sifverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 


Special.  Volume  Prices  available  upon  request 
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TON        ROUGE        LINE 


Sean  M.  Prados 

State  Elections 


U.S.  Senate 

Democrat  Mary  Landrieu  managed 
to  pull  out  a  U.S.  Senate  victory  over  Re- 
publican Woody  Jenkins  by  several 
thousand  votes.  After  Landrieu  claimed 
victory,  Jenkins  vowed  to  contest  the 
election  results,  vehemently  stating,  "It's 
not  over  yet."  Jenkins  claims  possible 
voting  irregularities,  which  range  from 
illegal  contributions  to  illegal  transpor- 
tation of  voters,  pushed  Landrieu  ahead. 

Landrieu  and  Jenkins  campaigned  in 
an  effort  to  succeed  retiring  U.S.  Sen.  J. 
Bennett  Johnston. 

5TH  Congressional  District 

In  North  Louisiana,  Republican  John 
Cooksey  of  Monroe  was  successful  in 
defeating  State  Rep.  Francis  Thompson 
(D-Delhi).  Cooksey,  an  opthamologist, 
led  the  September  primary  with  34  per- 
cent to  Thompson's  28  percent.  Thomp- 
son entered  the  runoff  by  defeating 
former  Congressman  Clyde  Holloway 
by  1,500  votes. 

Cooksey  was  strongly  backed  by 
U.S.  House  Speaker  Newt  Gingrich 
while  Thompson  was  endorsed  by  two 
Democratic  U.S.  Sens.,  J.  Bennett 
Johnston  and  John  Breaux. 

7TH  District 

Democrat  Chris  John  of  Crowley 
captured  the  7th  District  seat  in  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives.  John,  a 
former  state  legislator,  defeated  attorney 
Hunter  Lundy  of  Lake  Charles.  The  Sep- 
tember primary  race  was  highly  con- 


tested because  Lundy  placed  second 
over  Republican  David  Thibodaux  by  a 
mere  12  votes.  John  stated  his  success 
was  the  result  of  heavy  support  in 
Acadia  and  Lafayette  parishes. 

John  will  replace  Rep.  Jimmie  Hayes 
(R-Lafayette),  who  ran  unsuccessfully 
for  the  U.S.  Senate.  John  expressed  his 
intention  to  continue  the  support  and 
advocacy  for  the  agriculture  industry. 

State  District  48  -  New  Iberia 

Former  Iberia  Parish  Sheriff  Errol 
"Romo"  Romero  defeated  Iberia  Parish 
Councilman  George  Gros  in  a  race  for 
the  State  House  of  Representatives.  Dis- 
trict 48  includes  parts  of  Iberia  and  St. 
Martin  parishes,  and  is  considered  to  be 
in  the  heart  of  Sugar  Country. 

The  election  was  held  to  replace  Bo 
Ackal  (D-New  Iberia),  who  resigned  to 
take  a  governmental  liaison  position  for 
Gov.  Mike  Foster. 

Public  Service  Commission 

Baton  Rouge  Attorney  Jimmy  Field 
defeated  State  Rep.  Sydnie  Mae  Durand 
(D-St.  Martinville),  in  a  runoff  for  the 
Public  Service  Commission's  District  2 
seat. 

The  seat  was  relinquished  by 
Kathleen  Blanco  after  she  was  elected  Lt. 
Gov.  Field,  a  Republican  who  has  never 
held  public  office,  believes  that 
deregulating  the  utility  industry  would 
promote  active  competition,  thus  send- 
ing prices  down  and  improving  the 
quality  of  services. 
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Constitutional  Amendments 

Amendment  No.  1  prohibits  part- 
time  elected  officials  from  participating 
in  a  public  retirement  system.  The  ban 
applies  to  police  jurors,  legislators,  city 
ccuncilmen,  etc. 


Amendment  No.  2  allows  municipal 
governments  and  parishes  to  donate 
blighted  or  abandoned  housing  to  non- 
profit organizations  that  would  reno- 
vate and  maintain  the  property. 


Amendment  No.  3  prevents  local 
taxes  from  being  triggered  automati- 
cally by  certain  actions  of  the  legislature. 
This  allows  state  and  local  governments 
to  continue  having  separate  sales  tax  ex- 
emptions. 


FOR  SALE 

Hi-Crop  Int'l  3688 

CAMECO  Tandum  Cane  Cart 

CAT  D311  Pumping  Unit 

Gallion  Motor  Patrol  1974  MDL  118  Series  C 

10'  Blade  3pt  with  3  cylinders  -  Heavy  Duty 

Call  Grady  Dugas  in  Parks 

at  (318)  845-4774 


Sugar  Has  Been 
Around  200  Years 

Isn't  it  time  you  published 
the  history  of  your  place? 

For  professional  help,  contact 
William  D.  Reeves,  Contract  Historian 

5801  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70115 


Wanted:  ]D  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  pans.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors. 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 


^^QUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE)  ASSOCIATION 

<-S*-^  WORKERS'  COMPENSATION  SELF  INSURERS  FUND 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Canel 

Call  (800)  349-3440  for  a  quote 
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1995  High  Yield  Awards 
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Lynwood,  Shane,  Eric  and  Lyn 
Hebert  of  Hebert  Farms 

Top  Parish  Producer 
St  Landry  Parish 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

St.  Landry  County  Agent 
Keith  Normand  (right) 


t 


Kevin,  Herbert  and  Rivers 
Breaux  of  Kevin  Breaux  Farms 

Top  Parish  Producer 
St.  Mary  Parish 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

St.  Mary  County  Agent 
Don  Fontenot  (right) 
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I  Chuck,  Charles,  Antione  and 
jjj  Camille  Landry,  and  Jaron 
Vaughn  of  Charles  Landry  and 
I   Sons,  Inc. 

Top  Parish  Producer 
West  Baton  Rouge 


West  Baton  Rouge  County  Agent 
Harry  Laws  (right) 
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Alton,  Paul  and  Coston  Boutte 
of  Boutte  Farm 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 


|l    St.  Mary  County  Agent 
Don  Fontenot  (right) 


... 


if 
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Angelo  and  Mike  Accardo  of 
Idlewind  Farms 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

St.  Mary  County  Agent 
Don  Fontenot  (right) 


Brandie,  Clint,  Chad  and  Jackie 
Judice  of  Northside  Planting  Co. 


District  Acreage  Category  Winner 


St.  Mary  County  Agent 
Don  Fontenot  (right) 
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I !  David  and  Troy  Freyou 

in  District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

•   '  St.  Mary  County  Agent 

- 1  Don  Fontenot  (right) 


Glynn  J.  Rivet 
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District 


Acreage  Category  Winner     | 
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Iberville  County  Agent 
Mark  Tassin  (right) 


rvt» 


t»**1i 


ai     • 


18 

§ 


Photos  not  available  for: 

Mark  Patout 

Top  Parish  Winner  -  Iberia  Parish 

Raymond  Boudreaux,  Inc. 

Top  Parish  Winner  -  St.  Martin  Parish 

John  F.  Manzanares 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

St.  Rose  Farm 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 
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CLASS 

FIEDS 

FOR  SALE: 

4  Single-axle  Transfer 

operation  in  Vermillion 

Loader  Wagons  - 

Parish.  Anyone 

$1,500  ea.  Call  Junior 

interested  should  call 

Schexnayder  at  (504) 

(318)937-5184. 

562-7539  (shop)  or 

(504)  647-6877  (home). 

FOR  SALE: 

1990Broussard2-row               j 
Cane  Cutter;  Field 

WANTED: 

Assistant  Farm 

Ready.  Asking 

Manager  for  a  large 

$87,500.  Call  (504) 

sugarcane  farm 

638-3002. 

iWerrp 
Christmas 

from  the 

American  Sugar 
Cane  League 
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Call  (504)  448-3707 

to  place  Your  ad  in 
The  Sugar  Bulletin 


Mailing  List  Update 

D    Address  change:  Please  attach  the  address  label  from  the  front  cover. 

□    I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  The  Sugar  Bulletin.  Please  remove  my 
name  from  your  mailing  list. 

Name 


Address 


City State Zip 

Mail  to:  The  Sugar  Bulletin 
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Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 
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FIVE  MODELS, 
50,000  REASONS. 


BEFORE  YOU  BUY  YOUR  NEXT  NEW  TRACTOR,  ASK  AN  OWNER. 


There  are  more  than  50,000 
Case  IH  MAGNUM™  tractors 
working  fields  and  farms 
around  the  world.  And  with 
over  65  million  hours  of 
rugged  fieldwork  behind  them, 
they've  proven  what  a  differ- 
ence durability,  reliability  and 
performance  can  make. 

You'll  feel  that  difference  in 
the  7200  Series  MAGNUM 
tractors,  ranging  from  130  to 
215PTOhp.  At  the  heart  of 
every  MAGNUM  is  its  8.3  L 

Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 
(800)256-1950 


diesel  engine  —  the  definition 
of  pure  agricultural  power. 
Not  to  mention  the  standard 
18-speed  full-powershift 
transmission  that  gives  you 
complete  control  of  18  forward 
and  four  reverse  speeds,  as 
well  as  an  optional  creeper 
transmission  that  adds  six  for- 
ward and  two  reverse  speeds. 
Yet  with  all  that  performance, 
there  is  no  shortage  of  com- 
fort. The  MAGNUM  tractor 
cab  means  highly  efficient 

Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 


luxury.  From  the  economically 
designed  seat  to  the  smart 
layout  of  the  controls,  you're 
surrounded  with  features  that 
make  it  easy  to  put  in  a  full 
day's  work. 

If  you're  looking  for  a 
proven  tractor  with  all  the 
assets  you  need  to  maximize 
productivity,  be  sure  to  test 
drive  a  MAGNUM  tractor.  But 
don't  just  take  our  word  for  it. 

ASK  AN  OWNER. 

Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)276-6384 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  447-3776  (504)  473-7927 


During  the  weekend  of  Nov.  15  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  welcomed  35  Congressional  staffers 
and  cane  industry  personnel  to  Louisiana  as  the  ASCL  hosted  an  educational  tour.  The  group 
experienced  an  intense  itinerary  composed  of  field  harvesting  operations,  raw  cane  sugar  processing, 
and  heard  scientists  at  the  Sugarcane  Research  Unit  in  Houma,  La.  explain  some  of  the  research  that 
takes  place  at  that  facility. 
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1997  Bus  Trip 


n 


A  bus  trip  is  being  planned  for  early  1997.  We  have  narrowed  the 
agenda  to  a  couple  of  areas  to  visit.  Final  plans  have  not  been  made, 
but  if  you  would  like  to  receive  future  mailings  regarding  the  trip, 
return  this  form  to:  American  Sugar  Cane  League,  1997  Bus  Trip, 
P.O.  Box  938,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302. 

Name 

Address 


City. 


State 


Zip 


Daytime  Phone 


Nighttime  Phone 
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UP        FRON 


WITH        THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Industry  Efficiencies 


During  the  past  several  weeks, 
some  of  the  League's  officers 
have  been  meeting  to  discuss 
where  we  are  as  an  industry,  the  snow- 
balling effects  of  change  to  the  way  we 
do  business  and  of  course,  the  survival 
of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  We  have 
visited  with  some  outside  people  who 
know  not  only  the  Louisiana  industry 
but  sugar  industries  around  the  world. 
These  conversations  have  brought  an 
immense  cause  for  concern  but,  at  the 
same  time  a  challenge  to  us  and  to  those 
of  you  in  the  industry  who  wish  to  con- 
tinue in  the  sugar  business.  Immediately 
following  grinding,  Jerry  McKee,  the 
present  Chairman  of  the  Board  and  Dan 
Duplantis,  who  is  Vice  Chairman  and 
scheduled  to  be  Chairman  after  Febru- 
ary, will  be  establishing  several  ad  hoc 
committees  to  deal  with  areas  of  specific 
concern  and  to  follow-up  on  some  of  the 
work  that  had  been  done  in  1990  by  the 
League,  through  the  Action  Committee. 
It  is  our  hope  that  in  the  near  future 
the  League  can  deliver  to  the  industry 
hard  numbers  and  data  and  other  infor- 
mation that  can  stand  as  a  blueprint  of 
what  it  will  take  to  be  in  the  sugar  busi- 
ness in  Louisiana  during  the  next  mil- 
lennium. Our  intent  is  not  to  tell  you 
what  to  do,  but  to  simply  give  each  and 
every  person  in  this  industry  some  in- 
sight into  what  it  might  take  to  not  only 


stay  in  business  but  to  be  profitable.  We 
will  keep  you  posted  on  the  progress  of 
this  endeavor;  but,  I  am  sure  once  the 
process  starts  up  there  will  be  much  in- 
terest and  a  keen  awareness  of  what 
transpires  which  then  will  probably  alle- 
viate me  of  the  need  to  keep  you  in- 
formed. 

At  the  time  that  I  am  writing  this  ar- 
ticle (Dec.  10,  1996),  we  have  been  ad- 
vised that  Senator-Elect  Mary  Landrieu 
will  take  a  seat  on  the  Senate  Agricul- 
tural Committee.  This  will  be  the  first 
time  in  quite  a  while  that  a  "sugarcane" 
Senator  has  been  a  member  of  this  com- 
mittee. On  the  House  side,  Rep.  Chris 
John  of  Crowley  (D-7th)  and  Rep.  John 
Cooksey  (R-4th)  will  both  have  a  seat  on 
the  House  Agricultural  Committee. 
Both  of  these  congressmen  represent 
cane-growing  areas. 

The  poem  on  the  following  page  was 
sent  to  the  League  by  Bernie  Boudreaux, 
District  Attorney  from  the  Sixteenth  Ju- 
dicial District  (Iberia,  St.  Martin,  St. 
Mary).  The  students  in  Mrs.  Guillory's 
English  III-6  class  at  St.  Thomas  Moore 
High  School  in  Lafayette  were  given  the 
task  of  writing  a  poem  connecting  reli- 
gion with  industry.  The  poem,  written 
by  student  Philip  Boudreaux,  connected 
the  sugar  industry  with  religion.  I 
thought,  since  it  was  about  our  industry, 
it  was  worth  publishing.  Enjoy! 


Editor's  Note:  The  following  is  a  poem  written  by  Philip  Boudreaux,  in  11th  grade  student  at 
St.  Thomas  Moore  High  School  in  Lafayette.  The  poem  came  from  an  assignment  to  write  a  poem 
connecting  religion  and  industry. 


Granulation 


Prepare  me,  O  Lord,  for  the  strenuous  process  of  Your  granulation. 

Render  me  to  the  mill  where  I  am  among  my  own,  to  choose  my  course  of  life. 

Wash  me  first  of  my  impurities  and  ready  me  for  the  crushers  and  rollers  of  my  fate. 
My  soul  to  be  withered  and  tried  by  secular  obstacles  and  crush  unworthy 
Aspirations  for  they  sometimes  prove  invalid. 

Filter  press  my  existence  by  separating  good  and  evil .  Disallow  my  worldly  "mud"  to  take 
Precedence  over  Thy  succulent,  heavenly  "juice."  Deploy  Your  graces  to  make  me 
Ready  for  your  refining  process  Allow  my  crude,  acidic  juices  to  lure  others  into 
Your  milling  procedure. 

Remove  my  remaining  impurities  and  boil  to  the  point  where  your  markings  are  the  lone 
Qualities  that  have  survived  .  Leave  me  to  settle,  and  become  a  unique  being 
Where  I  can  fuse  my  responsibilities  of  existence  into  a  thick  syrup  of  grace,  only 
Awaiting  further  instructions  for  my  crystallization.  Allow  my  actions  to  thicken 
The  confection,  not  water  it  down. 

Once  solidified  into  a  unique  human,  I  now  stand  ready  to  be  completely  refined. 
Deliver  me  to  the  mingler1  where  I  may  be  softened  to  the  emotions  of  others  and 
Emulate  Your  undying  compassion.  Initiate  my  last  filtering  process,  where  I  am 
Displayed  colorless,  with  brilliance  marking  Your  diligent  work. 

Crystallization,  my  final  destination,  is  where  I  receive  my  "wings."  Trials  and  tribulations 
I  have  conquered  to  arrive  at  this  crucial  moment.  Your  centrifugal  machine2 
Disjoins  me  from  sin  and  I  am  now  your  finished  product.  O  Divine  Granulator,  I 
Now  hope  to  shine  in  your  marveling,  eminent  presence. 

Sweet  and  refined,  I  flee  the  mill3  for  an  eternal  dwelling.  I  have  emerged  not  as  a 
Companion,  but  as  a  soldier  for  Your  glory.  I  fashion  Your  ideals  and  refinements 
In  hopes  of  sweetening  Thy  Kingdom. 


1  Mingler  -  machine  that  adds  a  heated  syrup  is  added  to  soften  the  molasses  surrounding  the 
crystals. 

2  Centrifugal  machine  -  separate  sugar  crystals  from  any  remaining  impurities  in  final 
granulating  process. 

3 Mill  -the  Earth. 


1997 

Celebrating  50  Years  in  Business 

Since  1947 


Building  sugarcane 
equipment  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  farmer 


Tony  Collinson, 

with  over  10  years  of 
experience  in  the  sugar 
industry,  joins  the  staff  of 
Quality  Industries.  "I  work 
closely  with  the  farmers 
and  listen  to  what  they 
have  to  say,  this  gives  us 
the  results  of  producing 
better  equipment.  Along 
with  the  sugarcane 
equipment  already  being 
manufactured  by  Quality, 
we  plan  additional  items 
for  1997. 


This  high  dump  wagon  was  one  of  the 
products  built  by  Quality  for  the  1996 
sugarcane  season.  It  features  separate 
hydraulic  circuits  for  both  the  lift  and  tilting 
operations  allowing  for  high  or  low  dump- 
ing. The  trunion  type  axle  keeps  the  load 
evenly  distributed  regardless  of  terrain, 
eliminating  unnecessary  stress  on  the  tires, 
hubs  and  axles.  The  offset  basket  allows  for 
dumping  in  any  position  without  leaning  on 
the  trailer. 


Quality  Industries,  Inc. 

118  West  Main  Street 

Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

(504)  447-4021         FAX  (504)  447-4028 

1-800-447-8403 


Amphibious  Equipment  -  Drainage  Pumps 
Sugarcane  Equipment 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


Stocks/Use  Ratio  Surpasses  15.5  Percent  in  December  WASDE 


The  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  (USDA)  has  released 
its  December  WASDE  report  and 
shows  the  stocks-to-use  ratio  to  be  at 
15.57  percent.  If  this  ratio  remains  above 
15.5  percent  for  the  January  WASDE,  the 
USDA  will  not  allocate  220,462  tons  of 
the  tariff-rate  quota  (TRQ),  effectively 
reducing  the  total  by  that  amount. 

Domestic  sugar  production  for 
1996/97  is  forecast  at  7.28  million  short 
tons,  raw  value,  up  150,000  tons  from 
last  month.  The  high  production  num- 
bers reflect  a  better  than  expected  har- 
vest in  Louisiana,  where  current  esti- 
mates indicate  sugar  output  to  be  ap- 
proaching 1  million  short  tons,  raw 
value,  and  an  improved  beet  crop.  The 
current  forecast  includes  a  100,000  ton 
increase  in  Louisiana  sugar  estimates, 
and  a  50,000  ton  increase  in  beet  esti- 
mates. 

Agriculture  Makes  Strong  Presence 
at  Singapore  Ministerial 

The  World  Trade  Organization  con- 
vened its  first  Ministerial  from  Dec.  9-13 
in  Singapore.  Representatives  for  more 
than  30  domestic  agriculture  associa- 
tions and  corporations,  including  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League,  were 
present.  Dairy,  grains,  oilseeds  and  sev- 
eral specialty  crop  interests  were  repre- 
sented, as  were  Savannah  Foods,  Ameri- 
can Farm  Bureau,  Archer  Daniels  Mid- 
land and  Cargill. 

The  first  priority  for  U.S.  agriculture 


was  to  get  strong  language  in  the  Minis- 
terial text  indicating  the  vital  importance 
of  free  and  fair  trade.  This  is  especially 
important  as  we  near  formal  WTO  nego- 
tiations on  agriculture  in  1999.  To  this 
end,  we  met  with  officials  from  the  Ca- 
nadian and  Australian  governments, 
as  well  as  with  members  'of  the  private 
sector  from  each  country.  We  also  met 
daily  with  Deputy  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture Richard  E.  Rominger,  Foreign  Agri- 
culture Service  Administrator  August 
Schumacher  Jr.,  and  with  staff  of  the  U.S. 
Trade  Representative  Charlene 
Barchefsky.  Deputy  Secretary  Rominger 
and  others  emphasized  how  important  it 
was  to  have  such  a  strong  presence  of  the 
American  agricultural  private  sector  in 
order  to  send  a  message  that  the  United 
States  was  taking  agricultural  issues 
very  seriously.  In  a  published  statement, 
Deputy  Secretary  Rominger  reiterated 
our  commitment  to  free  and  fair  agricul- 
tural trade,  and  of  the  need  to  work  to- 
ward multilateral  reform  of  trade  activi- 
ties, such  as  state  trading  enterprises  and 
export  subsidies. 

Several  members  of  Congress  were 
also  present,  including  Sen.  Charles 
Grassley  (R-IA),  and  Reps.  Collin 
Peterson  (D-MN),  Philip  Crane  (R-IL), 
Jennifer  Dunn  (R-WA),  Charles  Rangel 
(D-NY)  and  Karen  Thurman  (D-FL). 
Senator  Grassley  is  a  member  of  the  Sen- 
ate Agriculture  Committee,  and  Rep. 
Peterson  is  a  member  of  the  House  Agri- 
culture Committee.  The  others  are  all 


members  of  the  House  Ways  and  Means 
Committee. 

Senate  and  House  Leadership 
Nominate  Members  for  Committee 
Assignments 

Senate  and  House  leaders  for  both 
parties  have  announced  their  picks  for 
committee  assignments  for  the  105th 
Congress.  All  nominations  are  subject  to 
action  and  approval  by  both  the  party 
conferences  and  the  full  legislative  bod- 
ies later  in  January. 

Sen.  Mary  Landrieu  (D-LA)  has  been 
assigned  to  the  Senate  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee, and  to  the  Senate  Energy  Com- 
mittee. Reps.  John  Cooksey  (R-LA)  and 
Chris  John  (D-LA)  have  both  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  House  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee. For  reasons  specific  to  the  inter- 
nal committee  assignment  mechanism 
for  House  Democrats,  John  is  also  await- 
ing pro  forma  approval  of  the  House 
Democratic  Caucus. 

More  generally,  in  the  Senate,  Repub- 
lican and  Democratic  leaders  agreed  on 
a  two  seat  majority  for  Republicans  in  all 
major  committees.  Republicans  will 
hold  a  10-8  majority  in  the  Senate  Agri- 
culture Committee.  Sen.  Richard  Lugar 
(R-IN)  will  remain  chairman,  and  Sen. 
Tom  Harkin  (D-LA)  will  become  Ranking 
Minority  member.  He  replaces  Sen. 
Patrick  Leahy  (D-VT)  who  will  take  over 
the  same  position  with  the  Senate  Judi- 
ciary Committee.  Sen.  Leahy  will  remain 
on  the  Agriculture  Committee  as  the  sec- 
ond most  ranking  Democrat.  In  addition 
to  Sen.  Landrieu,  new  committee  mem- 
bers are  Sens.  Pat  Roberts  (R-KS),  a 
former  House  Agriculture  Committee 
Chairman,  and  Tim  Johnson  (D-SD),  also 
a  former  House  Agriculture  Committee 
member.  Sen.  John  Warner  (D-VA) 
dropped  off  the  committee. 

The  House  Agriculture  Committee 
will  be  chaired  by  Rep.  Bob  Smith  (R- 


OR).  Rep.  Charles  Stenholm  (D-TX)  will 
be  Ranking  Minority  member.  Republi- 
cans will  enjoy  a  27-22  seat  advantage. 
In  addition  to  Reps.  Cooksey  and  John, 
new  House  Agriculture  Committee 
members  are  Reps.  Jo  Ann  Emerson  (R- 
MO),  widow  of  former  committee  mem- 
ber Bill  Emerson,  Jerry  Moran  (R-KS), 
Roy  Blunt  (R-MO),  Chip  Pickering  (R- 
MS),  Robert  Schaffer  (R-CO),  John 
Thune  (R-SD),  Bill  Jenkins  (R-TN), 
Marion  Berry  (D-AR),  Mike  Mclntyre 
(D-NC),  Debbie  Stabenow  (D-MI),  Virgil 
Goode  (D-VA),  and  Bobby  Etheridge  (D- 
NC). 

Senior  Louisiana  Sen.  John  Breaux 
(D)  will  remain  on  the  Senate  Finance 
Committee,  and  on  the  Senate  Com- 
merce, Science  and  Transportation 
Committee.  Rep.  Bob  Livingston  (R-LA) 
will  remain  Chairman  of  the  House 
Appropriations  Committee,  while  Rep. 
Billy  Tauzin  will  become  chairman  of 
the  Telecommunications  and  Finance 
Subcommittee  of  the  House  Commerce 
Committee.  Rep.  William  Jefferson  (D- 
LA)  will  move  onto  the  House  Ways  and 
Means  Committee.  Rep.  Richard  Baker 
(R-LA)  will  leave  the  House  Agriculture 
Committee  but  move  onto  the  House 
Transportation  and  Infrastructure  Com- 
mittee. Rep.  Jim  McCrery  will  remain  on 
the  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee. 

Davis,  Gilliland  Join  Washington 
Staff 

Don  Wallace  Associates  would  like  to 
advise  the  members  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  of  two  additions  to 
the  Washington  office.  Rebecca  Davis, 
who  worked  for  Don  Wallace  from  1981 
to  1991,  has  returned  to  the  staff.  After 
graduating  from  Auburn  University, 
Rebecca  began  working  in  the  United 
States  Senate  in  1976  for  the  late  Sen.  Jim 
Allen  (D-AL).  Following  Sen.  Allen's 
death,  she  then  worked  for  Sen.  Howell 


Heflin  (D-AL)  during  his  first  year  in 
office.  After  working  for  Don  Wallace 
for  10  years,  Rebecca  and  her  husband, 
Mark,  moved  to  Sacramento,  Calif,  in 
1991.  While  in  California,  Rebecca  was 
appointed  by  Gov.  Pete  Wilson  as  a  Spe- 
cial Assistant  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
California  Department  of  Food  and 
Agriculture  where  she  worked  prima- 
rily in  the  area  of  policy  development. 
The  Washington  office  has  also 
added  John  Gilliland  to  the  staff.  John, 
an  Alabama  native,  moved  to  Washing- 
ton from  Atlanta  where  he  was  an  attor- 
ney, specializing  in  litigation.  He  re- 
ceived his  law  degree  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Alabama  School  of  Law  in  1994, 
and  his  undergraduate  degree  in  politi- 
cal science  from  Vanderbilt  University 
in  1990.  Both  of  these  staffers  bring  a 
great  deal  of  experience  and  knowledge 
to  the  Washington  operations. 


Happy 
New  Year 

from  the 

American  Sugar 
Cane  League 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 
Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 
(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (3 1 8)  367-8233 


Wanted:  JD  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors. 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 


Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about...  financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve 
land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 

provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 


Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Port  Allen 
(504)  344-2691 


fij 


For  efficiency  &  accuracy  in 

precision  grading, 
consider  the  purchase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 

•  Shorten  your  completion  time 

•  Reduce  man-hours  per  project 

•  Easy  to  operate 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

contact 
ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  Box  317 

St.  James,  LA  70086 

(504)  265-8348 


Bayou  Service  Co.  loo 


Edward  Pommier 
(318)229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
(318)229-8136 


Kane  Karts  and  Planters  Aids 


|    0 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.        Loreauville,  LA        (318)  229-6415 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Crop  Report  -  Recordkeeping,  Seed  Cane  Questionnaires,  Map  Making 
Thank  You  to  Cooperators  -  Keep  Harvested  fields  Drained 


As  of  this  writing  on  Dec.  12, 
1996,  the  crop  is  well  over 
three-fourths  completed.  Many 
growers  throughout  the  industry  have 
continued  to  raise  their  crop  estimates 
throughout  the  harvest  season.  Current 
predictions  are  that  the  state  will  aver- 
age close  to  30  tons  of  cane  per  acre  with 
about  average  sugar  per  ton.  If  these 
yields  hold  up  on  the  anticipated  har- 
vested acreage,  the  industry  will  pro- 
duce over  1  million  tons  of  sugar  (raw 
value).  This  would  be  the  third  consecu- 
tive year  that  this  industry  will  produce 
more  than  the  million  ton  figure.  This  is 
quite  an  accomplishment  for  an  indus- 
try that  many  around  the  world  wonder 
how  it  survives,  given  its  short  grow- 
ing season,  freezing  temperatures  dur- 
ing the  winter  season,  wet  harvest  con- 
ditions, probability  of  hurricanes,  floods 
and  droughts,  along  with  other  perils. 
Growers,  processors,  and  other  industry 
members  should  be  extremely  proud  of 
this  yield  accomplishment. 

The  1996  yield  will  be  one  that  will 
cause  much  curiosity  as  to  how  it  was 
achieved.  Beginning  with  the  numerous 
freezes  experienced  during  the  winter 
and  early  spring,  poor  stands  early  in 
the  year  in  many  parts  of  the  belt,  and 
inconsistent  weather  during  the  year, 
the  yield  expectations  left  much  to  be 
desired.  However,  good  conditions  for 
tillering  and  outstanding  late  growth 
have  produced  yields  higher  than  most 


people  predicted. 

Sugar  content  has  been  a  different 
story  than  cane  tonnage.  Sucrose  levels 
in  the  eastern  and  southern  parts  of  the 
cane  belt  are  above  normal.  Most  mills 
in  the  northern  and  western  parts  of  the 
belt  are  experiencing  average  or  below 
average  sugar.  The  industry  will  prob- 
ably average  close  to  the  norm. 

Recordkeeping,  seed  cane 
questionnaires  and  map  making 

As  is  normally  the  case,  the  League 
makes  its  plea  to  growers  to  keep  the 
most  accurate  records  possible.  Among 
the  records  that  can  be  kept,  acreage  is 
one  of  those  that  is  extremely  important. 
It  is  vital  that  growers  hand  in  seed  cane 
acreage  to  the  Farm  Services  Agency  in 
order  that  the  industry  keep  accurate 
records  of  production.  While  parish  and 
state  yield  contests  have  changed  to  us- 
ing total  planted  acreage,  it  is  still  im- 
portant that  the  industry  have  an  accu- 
rate measure  of  harvested  acreage  (for 
sugar  only  and  not  seed  cane  acreage). 
The  only  way  the  industry  can  accu- 
rately measure  progress  is  to  keep  accu- 
rate records  of  planted  and  harvested 
acreage.  It  is  also  important  that  growers 
who  receive  surveys  from  the  Louisiana 
Agriculture  Statistics  Service,  fill  them 
in  accurately  since  they  are  the  official 
acreage  reporting  service  for  the  federal 
government.  Under  current  applications 
of  the  sugar  program,  predictions  of 


II 


sugar  production  in  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer that  are  based  primarily  on  acreage 
have  direct  input  into  foreign  import 
levels  and  ultimately  the  price  of  sugar. 
For  this  reason  alone,  it  is  extremely 
important  that  growers  do  a  better  job  of 
reporting  acreage. 

Also  important  from  a  recordkeep- 
ing standpoint  are  planting  maps. 
Keeping  accurate  maps  of  where  indi- 
vidual varieties  are  planted  on  the  farm 
and  how  many  years  away  from  the 
truck  (how  far  from  the  original  kleentek 
source)  or  what  progeny  of  hot  water 
treated  cane  is  in  each  field  are  critical  to 
diagnosing  yield  trends.  Most  growers 
keep  a  notebook  in  the  truck  and  try  to 
record  what  is  planted  each  day.  These 
notes  should  be  summarized  and  accu- 
rate maps  prepared.  These  maps  are 
important  whether  a  consultant  is  used 
or  whether  the  grower  does  his  own  soil 
sampling,  weed  control  recommenda- 
tions, borer  checking,  etc.  There  are  sev- 
eral brands  of  software  that  can  make 
maps  on  the  computer  if  growers  are  set 
up  to  do  so  rather  than  make  maps  by 
hand.  Herman  Waguespack  and 
Windell  Jackson  who  head  up  the 
League's  Computer  User  Group  have 
information  on  software  titles  that  may 
assist  you  with  recordkeeping.  Whether 
you  do  it  by  computer  or  keep  records  in 
a  notebook,  the  information  that  is  re- 
corded will  help  growers  to  maintain  or 
improve  their  efficiency. 

Thank  you  to  cooperators 

Research  conducted  in  this  industry 
benefits  the  growers  and  processors  by 
way  of  providing  new  technology.  This 
research  is  often  based  on  monies  pro- 
vided by  either  the  state  or  the  federal 
government  as  well  as  industry  funding. 
However,  the  overall  research  program 
would  be  tremendously  more  expensive 
if  it  were  not  for  the  land,  labor,  time, 


equipment,  cane  and  other  things  which 
growers  and  processors  provide  to  re- 
searchers. For  all  these  items,  those  in- 
volved in  research  would  like  to  extend 
their  appreciation  and  offer  a  sincere 
" thank  you."  It  is  this  cooperative  en- 
deavor which  makes  the  research  pro- 
gram truly  effective  and  allows  this  in- 
dustry to  maintain  maximum  efficiency. 
Again,  to  all  the  cooperators  who  work 
with  this  industry's  research  team,  we 
thank  you. 

Keep  harvested  fields  drained 

It  has  been  demonstrated  time  and 
time  again,  that  standing  water  during 
the  winter  season  can  injure  cane  stands 
and  reduce  potential  yields.  Keeping 
field  drains  open  after  harvesting  is  an 
important  task  that  should  not  be  taken 
lightly.  Some  growers  complete  the  har- 
vest season  in  a  rush  and  then  do  not 
return  to  the  fields  until  later  in  the 
spring.  Standing  water  in  ruts  and 
middles  that  is  held  up  by  clogged 
drains  should  never  be  allowed  to  re- 
main. Many  growers  keep  a  drain 
cleaner  in  the  field  during  the  harvest 
season.  Some  growers  do  not  keep 
drains  opened  and  standing  water  in  the 
winter  shows  up  in  their  yields.  All 
growers  can  benefit  by  making  sure  the 
surface  drainage  is  as  effective  as  pos- 
sible before  cane  stands  are  damaged. 


TRI-S 

Delta  Chemicals 


THIBODAUX,  LA.       JEANERETTE,  LA.    NEW  ROADS,  LA. 
805  St.  Patrick  Hwy.     Hwy.  1 82  West         Hwys.  41 5  &  44 
(504)  447-4081  (31 8)  276-5051         Patin  Dyke  Road 

(504)638-8343 
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FOR 


ea/fy  betters 


v 


Ifllli 
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Genesis  70  series  tractors  from  New  Holland  •  145  to  210  PTO 
horsepower  •  Advanced  state  of  the  art  powershift  transmission 

Ask  about  our  special  sale  on  our  rental  fleet  tractors  •  Priced  to 
move  with  warranties  •  Trade-ins  welcomed  •  Financing  available 

M&L  Industries,  Inc. 

1210  St.  Charles  Street 
Houma,  LA  70360 
(504)  876-2280 
Out  of  town  call 
1  (800)  969-0068 


wammm 
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Your  Trust  Is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution 

is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  PCA  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


/w 


fill 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(318)364-0217 


Harvey  Gonsoulin 

Thibodaux 
(504)  446-9450 


First  South  PCA 

Agricultural  Leader 


Give  us  a  call! 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE 


Sean  M.  Prados 


Special  Session  Possible 


Gov.  Foster  recently  acknowl- 
edged the  possibility  of  a  spe- 
cial session  sometime  in  Febru- 
ary. In  several  press  conferences,  he  and 
Chief  of  Staff  Steve  Perry  suggested  that 
issues  such  as  the  Charity  Hospital  Sys- 
tem, labor  and  education  could  be  in  the 
call. 

The  Charity  Hospital  System  mainly 
provides  medical  services  for  the  work- 
ing poor,  that  is,  people  who  can  not  af- 
ford health  insurance.  Gov.  Foster  is  pro- 
posing a  plan  which  would  move  man- 
agement from  the  Louisiana  Health  Care 
Authority  (LHCA)  to  the  LSU  Medical 
Center.  The  governor  feels  the  change  in 
governance  may  create  greater  efficien- 
cies in  both  budgetary  and  accessibility 
matters. 

In  a  related  effort  to  improve  health 
care  for  Louisiana  citizens,  state  Rep. 
and  Chairman  of  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Committee,  Rodney  Alexander  of 
Jonesboro,  has  been  leading  his  commit- 
tee around  the  state  to  gather  informa- 
tion from  the  public.  The  committee  is 
trying  to  reach  as  many  people  as  pos- 
sible so  they  can  assess  public  percep- 
tion of  Louisiana's  health  care  system. 
The  second  issue  to  be  addressed  by 
the  governors  administration  is  labor 
and  workforce  development.  In  this  day 
and  age  of  growing  needs  for  technical 
workers,  state  officials  are  studying  vari- 
ous ways  to  improve  our  workforce. 


This  includes  an  effort  by  New  Orleans 
Rep.  Garey  Forster,  chairman  of  Labor 
and  Industrial  Relations,  who  is  also 
traveling  the  state  with  his  committee. 
Careful  consideration  of  any  sugges- 
tions by  public  and  private  sources  will 
be  taken  because  of  the  diversity  of  in- 
dustry in  this  state.  State  officials  have 
recognized  that  improving  our 
workforce  will  directly  impact  our 
economy  as  well  as  the  quality  of  life  for 
many  families. 

The  third  issue,  being  pushed  by 
Senate  President  Randy  Ewing  of 
Ruston,  is  education.  The  governor  is 
considering  restructuring  various 
boards  which  oversee  the  operations  for 
state  colleges  and  universities.  He  has 
also  mentioned  the  possibility  of  creat- 
ing a  "superboard"  to  oversee  all  col- 
leges and  universities.  Under  the  leader- 
ship of  Rep.  Roy  Brun  of  Shreveport,  the 
Education  committee  is  also  seeking 
public  input  around  the  state  concerning 
education.  The  committee  has  been  tour- 
ing various  university  campuses  to  as- 
sess our  education  system. 

In  light  of  the  possibility  of  a  special 
session,  legislators  are  gearing  up  for 
intense  debate.  The  special  session,  if 
called  by  the  governor,  will  be  held  just 
one  month  before  the  regular  session. 
The  regular  session  can  address  all  is- 
sues and  officials  are  expecting  approxi- 
mately 4,000  bills. 
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Made 

in 

Louisiana 


CAMECO 


For  the 

Louisiana 

Sugar  Industry 


Cane  Combine  Harvester 


For  more  details,  contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


N.  10th  St.  &Coulon  Road 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone  (504)  447-7285 
FAX  (504)  447-5735 


400  S.  Canal  St. 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
Phone  (318)  276-6314 
FAX  (318)  276-9827 
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ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
G.E.C.  Inc. 

EPA  Proposes  Tougher  Air  Standards 


On  Nov.  27, 1996,  the  U.S.  Envi- 
ronmental Protection  Agency 
(EPA)  announced  proposals  to 
significantly  tighten  National  Ambient 
Air  Quality  Standards  (NAAQS)  for 
ground  level  ozone  and  particulate  mat- 
ter. The  Clean  Air  Act  requires  that 
NAAQS  be  established,  based  on  air 
purity  levels  needed  to  protect  public 
health  and  the  environment,  and  all 
states  and  territories  are  required  to  do 
whatever  is  necessary  to  achieve  and 
maintain  these  standards.  There  are 
NAAQS  for  other  air  pollutants  such  as 
nitrogen  oxides  (NOx),  sulfur  oxides 
(SOx)  and  carbon  monoxide. 

When  the  Clean  Air  Act  first  estab- 
lished authority  to  promulgate  NAAQS 
in  the  mid-1960s,  air  pollution  was  a 
serious  problem  over  much  of  the  conti- 
nental United  States.  Ozone  standards 
were  not  met  anywhere,  and  in  Louisi- 
ana the  standard  for  particulate  matter 
was  not  met  statewide  and  standards  for 
NOx  and  SOx  were  violated  in  the  in- 
dustrial areas  of  Baton  Rouge  and  Lake 
Charles.  Compliance  with  all  NAAQS 
except  the  ozone  standard  was  achieved 
in  Louisiana  by  1978.  In  spite  of  enor- 
mous expenditures  of  public  and  private 
money  and  effort  since  1978,  compliance 
with  the  ozone  standard  has  not  been 
fully  achieved  in  the  Baton  Rouge  vicin- 
ity, although  the  problem  there  is  not  as 
severe  as  it  is  in  many  of  the  106  counties 
in  the  U.S.  that  do  not  now  meet  the 
ozone  standard. 

There  are  indications  that  the  exist- 


ing ozone  standard  cannot  be  achieved 
in  some  situations,  but  EPA  gurus  insist 
the  standards  should  be  tightened  any- 
way. Also  there  is  no  real  proof  that  a 
change  in  the  particulate  standard  is 
needed  or  that  the  proposed  standard  is 
achievable. 

Everyone  would  like  to  have  air  with 
no  pollutants  whatsoever,  but  that  is  not 
possible.  Natural  events  such  as  volcano 
eruptions,  windstorms,  lightning  - 
caused  fires,  animal  and  human  respira- 
tion, microbial  activities,  etc.,  emit  enor- 
mous amounts  of  pollutants  to  the  ambi- 
ent air.  Turpenes  and  other  organic  com- 
pounds emitted  by  pine  and  oak  trees 
make  a  major  contribution  to  the  ground 
level  ozone  problem,  although  automo- 
biles are  clearly  the  champion  ozone 
pollutant.  Perhaps  too  many  environ- 
mentalists drive  automobiles  to  attend 
the  numerous  meetings  that  protest 
ozone  pollution  and  demand  tougher 
controls  on  agriculture  and  industry. 

The  next  few  months  should  be  inter- 
esting, because  EPA  has  said  that  it  does 
not  need  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  recently  passed  Small  Busi- 
ness Regulatory  Enforcement  and  Fair- 
ness Act  which  provides  for  Congres- 
sional review  and  approval  before  rules 
promulgation,  because  EPA  is  merely 
proposing  new  ambient  quality  stan- 
dards at  this  time  and  not  the  rules  that 
will  require  small  business  to  close 
down  or  install  costly  pollution  control 
systems.  EPA's  position  is  not  being  en- 
thusiastically accepted,  especially  by 


17 


public  officials  in  areas  where  EPA  has 
required  enormous  expenditures  and  in- 
convenienced the  public  in  unsuccessful 
and  perhaps  futile  efforts  to  meet  the  ex- 
isting ozone  standard. 

The  EPA  proposal  to  adopt  a  very 
tight  24-hour  standard  for  particulate 
matter  smaller  than  2.5  microns  in  size 
(PM2  5)  is  the  matter  of  biggest  concern  to 
the  sugar  industry.  Smoke  from  the 
smoldering  fires  used  in  silviculture  and 
agriculture  is  suspected  of  being  com- 
posed largely  of  these  smaller  particles. 
However,  instruments  to  measure  the 
amount  of  PM25  in  the  ambient  air  are 
not  available  in  most  of  the  states  includ- 
ing Louisiana,  and  there  is  no  indication 
of  who  is  to  provide  the  resources  and 
funding  necessary  to  detect  and  define 
any  PM2  5  problems,  if  the  problems  ac- 


tually exist. 

Burning  at  harvest  time  in  sugarcane 
fields  has  not  been  a  public  relations 
plus  for  the  sugar  industry.  Much  of  the 
problem  is  due  to  ill-advised  firing  in 
fields  adjacent  to  highly  sensitive  facili- 
ties such  as  hospitals  and  nursing 
homes,  where  cane  fields  should  not  be 
burned  at  all.  Much  of  the  PR  problem 
would  disappear  if  growers  would 
watch  the  weather  and  not  burn  when 
and  where  burning  could  cause  com- 
plaints. However,  this  new  EPA  initia- 
tive, may  be  "handwriting  on  the  wall.,, 
The  industry  needs  to  acquire  as  soon  as 
possible  the  cane  varieties,  equipment 
and  harvesting  and  processing  tech- 
niques that  will  allow  profitable  opera- 
tion without  resorting  to  burning  in  the 
fields. 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


General  ^SjgJ7    Electric 
Authorized  Dealer 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1-800-256-1269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)447-2696 
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Cane  Harvesting  x^  Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

DonafdsonvSlfe  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-7927      (504)  447-3776 
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CLASS 

I  F  I  E  D  S 

WANTED:    Assistant  Farm 

FOR  SALE:  1992  CAMECO 

Manager  for  a 

S30  Harvester 

large  sugarcane 

with  front  wheel 

farm  operation  in 

assist,  w/large 

Vermillion 

hydraulic  pump, 

Parish.  Anyone 

live  gate,  asking 

interested  should 

$70,000.  1990              | 

call  (318)  937- 

CAMECO  SP 

5184. 

1800  4x4 

Loader  w/ 

FOR  SALE:  1990  Broussard 

football  Piling, 

2-row  Cane 

$35,000.  (504) 

Cutter;  Field 

627-4053. 

Ready.  Asking 

$87,500.  Call 

(504)  638-3002. 

Special. Bicentennial  Edition  Of  "From  The  Sugar  Bowl9 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.   Cost  per  copy  is  $16.95, 

plus  $1.27  tax  (7.5%),  and  $3.78  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $22.00. 


The  total  I  am  sending  for  my  complete  order  is 

Name 

Address 


Phc 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl.   (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.s.) 

Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 
107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 


Special.  Volume  Prices  available  upon  request 


20 


Commercial  Members 

of  THE 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the 


S.A.  Inc. 


Argent  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Assumption  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  398,  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CASE  IH 

P.  O.  Box  171818,  Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

Deere  &  Company 

John  Deere  Rd.,  Moline,  IL  61265 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier,  Suite  1300,  New  Orleans,  LA  70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

First  National  Bank  of  Lafayette 

P.  O.  Box  90F,  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108,  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 


Monsanto 

800  N.  Lindbergh  Blvd.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Pleasant  Hill  Auction  &  Realty 

115  V's  Lane,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  12014,  Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

Rohm  &  Haas 

205  Vivian  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Scott  Construction  Equipment 

P.  O.  Box  340,  Broussard,  LA  70518 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Tri-State  Delta  Chemicals 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 


X  vy  LJ  Jtv    K-j  J\  TN  Jlj    J?  JL  Jlj  X-/  JLJ' 

isn't    the    only    place 

you'll     see 

THE     ASULO  X'"    DIFFERENCE.    I 


POCKET  AN  EXTRA  $183/A. 

Talk  about  your  high-paying  investments:  an  early-post  application  of  ASULOX*  brand 
herbicide  can  earn  you  an  extra  $183/A.  Better  yet,  a  sequential  application  can  add 
$220/A  to  your  bottom  line.  Sound  too  good  to  be  true?  In  Johnsongrass  trials  at  LSU, 
a  single  application  of  ASULOX*  increased  yields  by  more  than  50%.  So  if  your  looking  to 
grow  more  than  just  sugarcane,  turn  to  the  broad-spectrum  grass  control  of  ASULOX! 

ASULO    X"   . 

B    R   A    N    D         HERBICIDE 


(iP RHONE-POULENC  Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Company,  2  T.W.  Alexander  Drive,  Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709. 

For  additional  product  information,  please  call  1-800-334-9745.  As  with  any  crop  protection  chemical,  always  read  and 
follow  label  instructions.  ASULOX  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Rhone-Poulenc.  ©  1997  Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Company. 
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Official  Bulletin  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A. 


Announcing  the 

Seventy -Fourth  Annual  Meeting 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

Thursday,  February  20, 1997-10:00  a.m. 

Thibodaux  Civic  Center 

310  N.  Canal  Blvd.,  Thibodaux,  La. 

Registration  begins  at  9:30  a.m. 

At  this  meeting  there  will  be  an  election  of  members  of  the 

Board  of  Directors  to  serve  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Proposed  amendments  to  the  League's  Articles  of  Incorporation 
will  also  be  voted  upon  -  For  details  see  page  1. 

Immediately  following  the  Annual  Meeting,  the  members  will  be  addressed 

by  the  newly  elected  Sen.  Mary  Landrieu  and  the  League  Foundation  will 

hold  a  meeting  to  elect  a  Board  of  Directors. 

All  members  of  the  League  will  please 
consider  this  as  an  official  notice  to  attend. 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Organ  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 


Charles  J.  Melancon/Editor,  President  and  General  Manager 

Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D. /Vice  President  and  Director  of  Research 

Windell  R.  Jackson/Senior  Agronomist 

Herman  Waguespack  Jr.  /Agronomist 

John  Constant /Business  Manager 

Nannette  B.  Nickens /Secretary 

Paul  G.  Borron  Ill/Legal  Counsel 


Washington  Representative 

Don  Wallace  Associates  Inc. 
1156  15th  St.,  N.W. 
Suite  1103 

Washington,  D.C.  20005 
Phone:  (202)  331-4331 


Editorial  and  Executive  Office 
206  E.  Bayou  Rd. 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (504)  448-3707 


Washington  Consultant 

The  Macon  Edwards  Co. 

1155  Connecticut  Ave.,  N.W.,  Suite  501 

Washington,  D.C.  20036 

Phone:  (202)  429-6620 


Baton  Rouge  Representative 
Spradley  and  Spradley 
7612  Picardy,  Suite  L 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808 
Phone:  (504)  766-1359 


Officers  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 


Jerome  "Jerry"  McK.ee,  Thibodaux,  La. 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
Daniels  "Dan"  Duplantis,  Raceland,  La. 

Vice  Chairman 
Charles  J.  Melancon,  Thibodaux,  La. 

President  and  General  Manager 
Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D.,  Thibodaux,  La. 

Vice  President  and  Director  of  Research 


Don  Wallace,  Washington,  D.C. 

Vice  President  of  Government  Relations 
Irving  Legendre  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  La. 

Secretary 
Craig  Caillier,  Franklin,  La. 

Treasurer 


Henry  Adolph,  Napoleonville,  La. 
David  Allain,  Jeanerette,  La. 
J.  G.  Beaud  Jr.,  New  Roads,  La. 
Branan  B.  "Bert"  Beyt,  Jeanerette,  La. 
Felix  "Gus"  Blanchard,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Ronald  Blanchard,  Napoleonville,  La. 
F.  Neal  Bolton,  St.  James,  La. 
Michael  Daigle,  Belle  Rose,  La. 
John  F.  Gay,  Plaquemine,  La. 
Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Warren  Harang  III,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
George  "Scrap"  Hymel,  Gramercy,  La. 
Jackie  Judice,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Robert  "Bobby"  Judice,  Franklin,  La. 
Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert  III,  St.  Martinville,  La. 
A.  J.  "Brother"  LeBourgeois,  Baldwin,  La. 
D.  C.  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  La. 
Michael  G.  Melancon,  Breaux  Bridge,  La. 


Daniel  Naquin,  Thibodaux,  La. 
Leonard  Oncale,  Gheens,  La. 
Anthony  Parris,  New  Iberia,  La. 
William  S.  Patout  IE,  Jeanerette,  La. 
Frank  Pearce,  Maringouin,  La. 
Kenneth  Peltier,  Thibodaux,  La. 
Matthew  "Butch"  Plauche,  Brusly,  La. 
R.  L.  "Bobby"  Roane,  Jeanerette,  La. 
Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  La. 
Raphael  Rodriguez,  Franklin,  La. 
Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  La. 
Frank  Sotile,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  La. 
Donald  Segura,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Jackie  Theriot,  Breaux  Bridge,  La. 
Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
Carlton  Townsend,  Bunkie,  La. 
Daniel  P.  Viator,  Youngsville,  La. 


PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO  ARTICLE  Vll-A 

OF  THE  ARTICLES  OF  INCORPORATION  OF  THE 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 

This  is  to  notify  you  that  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  the  following  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  charter  or  Articles  of  Incorporation,  Article  VIII-A  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.  is  as  follows: 

"The  business  and  affairs  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  managed  by  and  all  corporate 
powers  shall  be  vested  in  a  Board  of  Directors  to  consist  of  forty-four  (44)  members,  twenty- 
two  (22)  of  whom  shall  be  Processor  Members  and  twenty-two  (22)  of  whom  shall  be  Grower 
and/or  Landlord  Members.  Each  Processor  Member  shall  be  entitled  to  designate  one  per- 
son to  serve  as  its  representative  on  the  Board;  provided  that,  should  there  be  less  than 
twenty-two  (22)  Processor  Members  of  this  Corporation,  a  sufficient  number  of  additional 
processor  representatives  shall  be  elected  by  the  membership  to  assure  the  election  of  twenty - 
two  Processor  Directors.  The  Grower  and/or  Landlord  Directors  and  any  additional  Proces- 
sor representatives  to  serve  on  the  Board  shall  be  elected  by  vote  of  the  members  at  each 
annual  membership  meeting. " 

If  you  will  be  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  in  person  and  would  like  to  vote  on 
the  proposed  amendment,  please  complete  and  sign  the  proxy  (found  on  page  3) 
and  mail  to  the  League  office: 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 

P.  O.  Drawer  938 

Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 
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Up  Front  With  the  League 5 
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Farm  Notes 13 

by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 
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by  Sean  M.  Prados  of  Spradley  &  Spradley 
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tion. Subscriptions  are  domestic  $15  a  year  and  foreign  $50  a  year. 
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advertiser  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 


THE  DIFFERENCE 

IS  NOW 
CRYSTAL  C£EA^ 

CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting    \^  Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-7927       (504)  447-3776 


PROXY 


I  (We) , 

a  member  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  do 
hereby  constitute  and  appoint 

or  in  his  absence , 

my  (our)  true  and  lawful  proxy  in  my  (our)  name,  place  and  stead,  to 
vote  upon  the  membership  owned  by  me  (us)  and  standing  in  my  (our) 
name,  as  my  (our)  proxy,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  said 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  to  be  held  on  the  20th 
day  of  February,  1997  at  10:00  o'clock  a.m.  in  Thibodaux,  La.,  or  any 
adjournment  or  adjournments  thereof,  and  particularly  authorize  my 
(our)  proxy  vote  my  (our)  membership  upon  the  proposed  Charter 
amendments  set  forth  in  the  notice  of  said  meeting. 


IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand, 
this day  of  ,  1997. 


Witness  Signature 


Made 

in 

Louisiana 


CAMECO 


For  the 

Louisiana 

Sugar  Industry 


For  more  details,  contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 

N.  10th  St.  &  Coulon  Road  400  S.  Canal  St. 


Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Phone  (504)  447-7285 

FAX  (504)  447-5735 


Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
Phone  (318)  276-6314 
FAX  (318)  276-9827 


UP        FRONT        WITH        THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


1997  Annual  Meeting 


It  is  my  hope  that  each  and  everyone 
of  you  who  read  The  Sugar  Bulletin 
will  make  an  effort  to  attend  the  an- 
nual meeting.  The  meeting  will  be  held 
at  the  Thibodaux  Civic  Center  in 
Thibodaux  on  Thursday,  Feb.  20, 1997, 
with  registration  beginning  at  9:30  a.m. 
and  the  meeting  commencing  at  10  a.m. 

Sen.  Mary  Landrieu  has  accepted 
our  invitation  to  speak  to  the  member- 
ship. The  new  senator  from  Louisiana 
has  been  assigned  a  seat  on  the  Senate 
Agriculture  Committee,  thus  giving 
Louisiana  representation  on  this  all  im- 
portant committee  which  we  have  not 
had  for  many  decades.  An  RSVP  card  is 
enclosed  in  the  center  of  this  issue. 
Please  remove  and  return  it  to  the 
League  office  by  Friday,  Feb.  14, 1997. 

Don  Wallace  and  Macon  Edwards, 
the  League's  Washington  representa- 
tives will  be  in  attendance  at  the  meeting 
and  will  give  a  report  on  Washington 
activities,  along  with  Charles  Thibaut, 
the  National  Legislative  Committee 
chairman.  Additionally,  Danny  Viator, 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee;  Pat 
Cancienne  chairman  of  the  Central  Re- 
search Committee;  and  Jerry  McKee, 
outgoing  chairman  of  the  board,  will 
report  on  League  activities.  Addition- 
ally, the  election  of  the  League's  board  of 
directors  will  be  conducted  at  this  time. 

I  encourage  every  grower  and  pro- 
cessor to  attend  this  meeting.  Not  only  is 
it  your  organization,  but  I  think  it  is 
important  that  Sen.  Landrieu  recognizes 
the  size  of  our  organization,  the  broad 


geographic  constituency  it  represents, 
and  additionally,  you  will  have  an  op- 
portunity to  voice  your  concerns  on  is- 
sues that  affect  sugar  to  her.  This  is  your 
organization  and  it  is  important  that  the 
League  receive  your  input.  There  is  no 
better  place  than  the  annual  meeting  for 
you  to  express  your  thoughts  as  it  per- 
tains to  the  direction  and  the  activities  of 
your  organization.  The  board  of  direc- 
tors and  staff  of  the  League  urge  your 
attendance  and  solicit  your  input  at  the 
1997  Annual  Meeting. 

Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee 

The  following  individuals  were 
nominated  at  the  annual  committee 
meeting  to  serve  on  the  League  Board  of 
Directors  beginning  Feb.  20, 1997. 

Grower  members 

Henry  Adolph 
David  Allain 
J.G.  Beaud,  Jr. 
John  Gay 
Ronald  Gonsoulin 
Warren  Harang,  III 
George  "Scrap"  Hymel 
Jackie  Judice 
Robert  "Bobby"  Judice 
Michael  G.  Melancon 
Jerome  "Jerry"  McKee 
Daniel  Naquin,  Jr. 
Leonard  Oncale 
Frank  Pearce 
Howard  Robichaux 
Raphael  Rodriguez 
Donald  Segura 


Frank  Sotile 
Carlton  Townsend 
Daniel  Viator 

Processor  members 

Branan  "Bert"  Beyt 
Felix  "Gus"  Blanchard 
Ronald  Blanchard 
F.  Neal  Bolton 
Craig  Caillier 
Mike  Daigle 
Dan  Duplantis 
Melvin  Landry 
Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert,  III 
Irving  E.  Legendre,  Jr. 
AJ.  "Brother"  LeBourgeois 
D.C  Mattingly 
William  S.  Patout,  III 
Kenneth  Peltier 
R.L.  "Bobby"  Roane 
Mel  Schudmak 
David  Stewart 
Jackie  Theriot 
Charles  Thibaut 
Matthew  "Butch"  Plauche 

Additionally,  the  Nominating  Com- 
mittee has  suggested  a  change  in  the 
Articles  of  Incorporation  as  it  pertains  to 
the  make  up  of  the  board  of  the  League. 
If  in  fact  the  change  is  adopted,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  nominating  committee,  the 
board  will  be  expanded  to  a  total  of  44 
members.  Twenty-two  members  will 
represent  growers  and /or  landlords  and 
22  of  which  will  represent  processors.  It 
was  felt  that  it  was  important  to  expand 
the  membership  to  allow  for  representa- 
tion from  new  growing  areas  in  the 
sugar  belt. 

Thus  the  need  for  the  change  in  the 
Articles  of  Incorporation  to  allow  for  ad- 
ditional representation  on  the  board.  If 
this  change  is  adopted,  the  following  in- 
dividuals will  also  be  nominated: 
Grower  members 
Kirk  Walker 


William  Vallot 

Processor  members 

Buckley  Kessler 
Rivers  Patout 

During  the  past  several  weeks,  the 
leadership  of  the  board  has  met  on  sev- 
eral occasions  to  discuss  the  ever  chang- 
ing nature  of  our  industry.  We  have  had 
discussions  about  the  need  to  change  the 
direction  of  variety  selection,  the 
changes  that  are  occurring  in  the  equip- 
ment and  method  of  harvesting  and 
deliveries  to  the  mills,  the  need  for  effi- 
ciencies and  increases  in  size  at  both  the 
producer  and  processor  level  in  order  to 
survive,  and  discussions  of  other  topics 
that  are  not  prominently  on  the  "tip  of 
my  tongue."  We,  in  this  day  and  time, 
are  probably  facing  a  future  that  has  no 
regard  for  tradition.  No,  regard  for  do- 
ing things  the  way  we  have  always  done 
them.  This  industry,  along  with  the  rest 
of  agriculture,  the  rest  of  the  country, 
and  the  rest  of  the  world  is  moving  into 
a  new  millennium  where  "free  trade"  is 
the  byword,  but  obviously,  not  necessar- 
ily the  situation.  I  have  written  in  the 
past  about  the  need  to  forget  about  how 
we  have  done  business  in  the  past  and 
start  looking  at  the  way  we  will  have  to 
do  business  in  the  future  in  order  to  sur- 
vive. We  can  fight  the  changes,  but  they 
will  still  come  in  time.  If  we  face  the  chal- 
lenge and  make  the  necessary  and  obvi- 
ous changes,  there  will  be  some  periods 
in  time  where  we  will  not  necessarily  be 
happy,  but  the  end  result  will  be  that  we 
will  survive,  prosper,  and  continue  in 
the  sugar  business  ad  infinitum;  if  we 
react  responsibly.  Hobbies  are  things 
that  people  do  for  fun  and /or  relaxation. 
Work  is  what  people  do  to  have  the  fi- 
nancial wherewithal  to  enjoy  their  hob- 
bies. As  best  as  I  can  discern,  everyone  in 
the  sugar  business  works  and  farming  is 
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not  a  hobby.  Therefore,  if  my  deduction 
is  correct,  it  is  necessary  for  all  sugar 
operations  to  make  money.  Like  all  other 
businesses,  the  time  has  come  for  every 
farm  operation  and  processing  opera- 
tion to  be  as  efficient  and  productive  as 
it  can  be;  as  lean  and  mean  as  possible  in 
order  to  survive  for  the  long  haul. 

If  you  don't  agree  with  this,  then  I 
suggest  that  you  should  come  to  the 
annual  meeting  and  let  the  board  and 
me  know! 


Raw  Sugar  Mill  Manager 

Resumes  for  the  position  of  Plant 
Manager  are  being  received  by: 

President 

St.  James  Sugar  Cooperative 

P.O.  Box  67 

St.  James,  LA  70086 


TRI-STAT 

Delta  Chemicals 


THIBODAUX,  1A       JEANERETTE,  LA    NEW  ROADS,  LA 
805  SI.  Patrick  Hwy.    Hwy.  182  West        Hwys.415844 
(504)447-4081  (318)276-5051        Palin  Dyke  Road 

(504)638-8343 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (318)367-8233 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 
return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  PCA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified  and  experienced 

in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that  our  financial 
assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's  important  to  YOU! 


First  South  PCA 


Andy  Andolsek 

Thibodaux 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 

(504)  446-9450 


%     ■ 

Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


General  ^gg?7    Electric 
Authorized^  Dealer 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1-800-256-1269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)447-2696 


Bayou  Service  Co.  loo 


Edward  Pommier 
(318)229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
(318)229-8136 


Kane  Karts  and  Planters  Aids 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.        Loreauville,  LA        (318)  229-6415 
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WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 

Stocks/Use  Ratio  Remains  Above  15.5  Percent 
USDA  Reduces  TRQ 


The  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  released  its  January 
World  Agricultural  Supply  and 
Demand  report,  and  for  the  second 
month  in  a  row  calculated  the  stocks-to- 
use  ratio  at  15.6  percent,  just  above  the 
mandated  tariff-rate-quota  trigger  of 
15.5  percent.  As  a  result  of  the  high 
throughput,  the  USDA  will  not  allocate 
another  220,462  short  tons  raw  value 
towards  the  fiscal  year  1997  TRQ  as 
planned.  This  will  effectively  reduce  the 
TRQ  by  the  same  amount. 

Under  the  revised  administrative 
plan  established  for  the  raw-cane  TRQ 
by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Dan 
Glickman  last  September,  the  USDA 
would  allocate  220,462  short  tons  raw 
value  of  cane  sugar  within  three  days  of 
the  release  of  the  January  WASDE,  if 
throughput  was  equal  to  or  less  than 
15.5  percent.  Nevertheless,  Secretary 
Glickman  retains  the  authority  to  in- 
crease the  TRQ  at  any  time  subject  to  his 
discretion  in  order  to  ensure  a  sufficient 
domestic  supply  of  sugar.  Any  increases 
pursuant  to  this  discretionary  authority 
would  not  affect  any  remaining  alloca- 
tions. 

Overall,  estimated  cane  sugar  pro- 
duction for  1996/97  was  raised  by 
10,000  short  tons  raw  value,  to  3,290,000 
short  tons,  from  the  December  esti- 
mates. Harvesting  in  Florida  should  be 
completed  by  March,  as  dry,  favorable 
weather  has  allowed  operations  to  con- 
tinue on  schedule.  In  Texas,  some  acre- 
age was  lost  due  to  water  shortages.  By 
the  end  of  December,  over  half  of  the 


cane  was  cut,  with  the  best  acres  selected 
for  seed.  Rain  in  Hawaii  relieved  some 
dryness  but  was  not  enough  to  replenish 
irrigation  water.  Projected  beet  sugar 
production  for  1996/97  was  unchanged 
at  4,000,000  short  tons  raw  value. 


105th  Congress  is  Sworn  In,  Gingrich 
Reelected  Speaker  of  the  House 

A  new  Congress  was  sworn  into  of- 
fice on  Jan.  7,  bringing  many  new  faces 
to  Washington.  After  being  sworn  in 
shortly  after  noon,  the  new  House  mem- 
bers were  immediately  faced  with  their 
first  important  vote.  Rep.  Newt  Gingrich 
(R-GA)  was  reelected  Speaker  of  the 
House,  by  a  216-205  margin,  over  House 
Minority  Leader  Dick  Gephardt  (D- 
MO).  Speaker  Gingrich  has  recently 
faced  criticism  from  some  House  Repub- 
licans after  he  admitted  to  having  acci- 
dentally submitted  contradictory  infor- 
mation to  the  House  Ethics  Committee 
concerning  a  college  course  he  taught  in 
Georgia. 

In  other  Congressional  news,  assign- 
ments for  a  couple  of  subcommittees 
important  to  agriculture  were  an- 
nounced. The  Subcommittee  on  Agricul- 
ture, Rural  Development,  FDA,  and  Re- 
lated Agencies  of  the  House  Appropria- 
tions Committee  will  consist  of  Chair- 
man Joe  Skeen  (R-NM),  and  Reps.  Jim 
Walsh  (R-NY),  Jay  Dickey  (R-AR),  Jack 
Kingston  (R-GA),  George  Nethercutt  Jr. 
(R-WA),  Henry  Bonilla  (R-TX),  and  Tom 
Latham  (R-IA)  for  the  majority.  Reps. 
Marcy  Kaptur  (D-OH),  Vic  Fazio  (D- 


CA),  Rosa  DeLauro  (D-CT),  and  Jose 
Serrano  (D-NY)  will  sit  for  the  minority. 
Reps.  Bonilla,  Latham,  and  Serrano  are 
new  members  to  subcommittee.  Rep. 
DeLauro  returns  after  a  two-year  ab- 
sence. 

Once  again,  Rep.  Phil  Crane  (R-IL) 
will  chair  the  Subcommittee  on  Trade  of 
the  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee. 
Other  Republican  members  are  Reps. 
Bill  Thomas  (R-CA),  Clay  Shaw  (R-FL), 
Amo  Houghton  (R-NY),  Dave  Camp  (R- 
MI),  Dick  Ramstad  (R-MN),  Jennifer 
Dunn  (R-WA),  Wally  Herger  (R-CA), 
and  Jim  Nussle  (R-IA).  The  latter  two  are 
new  to  subcommittee,  replacing  former 
Reps.  Mel  Hancock  (R-MO)  and  Dick 
Zimmer  (R-NJ).  Rep.  Robert  Matsui  (D- 
CA)  will  become  ranking  minority 
member,  and  will  be  joined  on  the  mi- 
nority side  by  Reps.  Charles  Rangel  (D- 
NY),  Richard  Neal  (D-MA),  Jim 
McDermott  (D-WA),  Michael  McNulty 
(D-NY),  and  William  Jefferson  (D-LA). 
Reps.  McDermott,  McNulty,  and 
Jefferson  are  new  to  the  subcommittee, 
replacing  former  Reps.  Sam  Gibbons  (D- 
FL),  William  Coyne  (D-PA),  and  L.F. 
Payne  (D-VA). 


Helms-Burton  Disrupts  Cuban  Sugar 
Industry 

The  Cuban  sugar  industry  has  been 
slowed  by  difficulties  in  securing  for- 
eign credit  due  to  tensions  raised  by 
Helms-Burton  laws  in  the  United  States, 
the  Financial  Times  recently  reported. 
Cuban  officials  cited  the  U.S.  embargo  as 
the  primary  reason  they  expect  a  de- 
crease in  their  1996/97  sugar  harvest. 
The  embargo  has  raised  Cuba's  credit 
risk,  and  made  foreign  financing  more 
expensive.  In  some  cases,  Cuba's  credit 
lines  have  been  suspended  altogether. 

Complicating  the  picture,  Cuba- 
zucar,  the  state  sugar  company  respon- 
sible for  overseas  sugar  sales,  an- 


nounced the  firing  of  its  president, 
Alberto  Betancourt  Roa.  Roa's  removal 
reportedly  surprised  many  observers 
since  he  has  earned  international  respect 
for  his  role  in  negotiating  foreign  financ- 
ing for  Cuban  sugar  for  more  than  a 
decade  as  head  of  Cubazucar.  He  will  be 
replaced  by  his  deputy,  William  Parra. 
The  change  at  Cubazucar  comes  as 
the  United  States  and  several  of  its  im- 
portant allies  continue  to  spar  over  the 
most  controversial  provision  of  the 
Helms-Burton  legislation.  The  ongoing 
row  concerns  a  provision  that  would 
allow  U.S.  nationals  to  sue  foreign  com- 
panies who  traffic  in  property  expropri- 
ated by  Cuba.  The  European  Union, 
along  with  Canada,  have  expressed  an- 
ger over  the  provision,  arguing  that  it  is 
an  extraterritorial  extension  of  U.S.  trade 
legislation,  and  violates  international 
law.  In  retaliation,  both  the  EU  and 
Canada  have  instituted  their  own  laws 
that  would  allow  their  nationals  to 
countersue  U.S.  firms  to  recoup  losses 
suffered  in  U.S.  courts  as  a  result  of 
Helms-Burton  litigation.  In  addition, 
two  groups  are  proceeding  with  plans  to 
seek  a  ruling  against  the  United  States 
with  the  World  Trade  Organization.  Last 
summer  President  Clinton  temporarily 
suspended  the  Helms-Burton  provision 
to  give  the  United  States  and  its  allies 
time  to  work  out  their  differences.  On 
Jan.  3  President  Clinton  renewed  the 
suspension  in  order  to  continue  at- 
tempts to  resolve  the  dispute  without 
resorting  to  the  WTO. 


Smith  to  Replace  Undersecretary 
Moos,  Frampton  Resigns  at  Interior 

Dallas  Smith  has  been  named  acting 
undersecretary  of  Agriculture  for  Farm 
and  Agricultural  Services,  the  USDA 
recently  announced.  Smith  replaces  Eu- 
gene Moos,  who  retired  on  Jan.  5,  and 
under  whom  Smith  served  as  deputy 
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undersecretary  for  the  past  three  years. 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
George  Frampton  has  announced  his 
resignation  from  that  post  effective  Feb. 
16.  Frampton  has  served  as  the  Interior 
Department's  point  man  in  efforts  to 
restore  the  Everglades. 


Kerrey  Predicts  No  Major  Changes  to 
FAIR 

Sen.  Bob  Kerrey  (D-NE),  a  member 
of  the  Senate  Agriculture  Committee, 
predicted  in  a  speech  given  in  Nashville 
recently  that  there  would  be  no  major 
changes  to  the  Federal  Agriculture  Im- 
provement and  Reform  Act  of  1996,  the 
Journal  of  Commerce  reported.  Sen. 
Kerrey  does  expect,  however,  some 
changes  to  the  crop  insurance  laws,  say- 
ing he  would  favor  a  program  more 
closely  tied  to  market  demand. 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  • 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 
Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 
(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 


, Louisiana  commerce  &  trade  association 

cd~l WORKERS'  COMPENSATION  SELF  INSURERS  FUND 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Cane! 

Call  (800)  349-3440  for  a  quote 


Wanted:  p  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La 


I  I 


1997 


Celebrating  50  Years  in  Business 

Since  1947 

Building  sugarcane 

equipment  to  meet 

the  needs  of  the  farmer 


Tony  Collinson, 

with  over  10  years  of  expe- 
rience in  the  sugar  industry, 
joins  the  staff  of  Quality  In- 
dustries. "I  work  closely 
with  the  farmers  and  listen 
to  what  they  have  to  say, 
this  gives  us  the  results  of 
producing  better  equip- 
ment. Along  with  the  sug- 
arcane equipment  already 
being  manufactured  by 
Quality,  we  plan  additional 
items  for  1997. 


This  high  dump  wagon  was  one  of  the  prod- 
ucts built  by  Quality  for  the  1996  sugarcane 
season.  It  features  separate  hydraulic  circuits 
for  both  the  lift  and  tilting  operations  allow- 
ing for  high  or  low  dumping.  The  trunion 
type  axle  keeps  the  load  evenly  distributed 
regardless  of  terrain,  eliminating  unnecessary 
stress  on  the  tires,  hubs  and  axles.  The  offset 
basket  allows  for  dumping  in  any  position 
without  leaning  on  the  trailer. 


Quality  Industries,  Inc. 

118  West  Main  Street 

Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

(504)  447-4021         FAX  (504)  447-4028 

1-800-447-8403 


Amphibious  Equipment  -  Drainage  Pumps 
Sugarcane  Equipment 
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ARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


1996  Crop  Completed  -  Prepare  for  the  1997  Crop 


The  harvesters  have  been  moved  to 
the  sheds,  the  tractors  and  wag- 
ons have  all  been  parked,  and  the 
last  mill  rolls  have  stopped  turning  for 
the  1996  harvest  season.  Jeanerette 
Sugar  factory  and  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane 
Cooperative's  St.  Martin  factory  were 
the  first  mills  to  start  the  season  which 
began  on  Oct.  7,  while  it  was  the  same 
two  mills  that  were  the  last  to  finish  the 
campaign  by  Jan.  7.  As  reported  in  prior 
articles,  the  1996  crop  produced  ton- 
nage yields  higher  than  mid-season 
predictions.  As  a  result,  most  factories 
ground  cane  for  a  longer  period  than 
expected  and  produced  far  more  sugar 
than  anticipated.  Some  growers  have 
commented  that  mills  which  delayed 
the  start  of  the  grinding  season  would 
have  done  better  had  they  started  ear- 
lier. However,  many  growers  will  recall 
that  they  were  not  completed  with  the 
planting  operation  until  late  and  mills 
would  have  had  a  difficult  start  had  they 
began  any  earlier. 

Final  figures  indicate  that  slightly 
more  than  10,488,000  tons  of  cane  were 
ground  by  the  18  factories  operating  for 
the  1996  harvest  season.  Preliminary 
estimates  indicate  that  some  1,047,000 
tons  of  sugar  (raw  value)  were  pro- 
duced. 

As  all  industry  members  are  aware,  a 
severe  freeze  occurred  starting  the  night 
of  Dec.  17  and  continued  for  several 
days.  However,  temperatures  rose 
above  the  freezing  mark  each  day  which 
meant  that  temperatures  dropped  below 
freezing  for  only  short  periods  each 


night.  Temperatures  were  recorded  in 
the  teens  through  the  freezing  period 
which  ended  on  Dec.  20.  Prior  to  the 
freeze,  air  temperatures  were  fairly  high 
for  several  weeks.  This  caused  ground 
temperatures  to  be  warm  as  the  freezing 
conditions  were  experienced.  Addition- 
ally, this  was  the  first  meaningful  freeze 
during  the  season  which  meant  that  a 
heavy  leaf  canopy  was  over  the  crop  at 
the  time.  The  canopy  coupled  with  the 
warm  ground  temperatures  and  the 
short  duration  of  the  temperatures  be- 
low freezing  helped  to  minimize  the  ef- 
fects of  the  cold  weather. 

At  the  time  of  the  freeze  there  were 
some  1,418,000  tons  of  cane  remaining  to 
be  ground,  about  14  percent  of  the  total. 
However,  10  days  later,  on  Dec.  27,  only 
355,000  tons  remained  in  the  field,  some 
3  percent  of  the  total  crop.  Six  mills 
ground  this  cane  with  the  last  two  mills 
having  to  grind  for  some  17  days  follow- 
ing the  freeze  occurrence.  The  last 
300,000  tons  was  of  very  poor  quality 
although  it  had  little  to  do  with  the 
freeze.  The  main  problems  were  the  hot 
temperatures  (near  80°F)  accompanied 
by  heavy  rains,  foggy  days,  water 
soaked  and  rotting  leaves  along  with 
plenty  of  mud.  Mill  recoveries  of  as  low 
as  100  pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane 
were  recorded  with  individual  core  sam- 
pler readings  falling  below  that  for  some 
growers.  Stale  cane  was  a  major  problem 
as  growers  attempted  to  cut  faster  than 
they  could  deliver.  Much  has  been  writ- 
ten about  delivery  of  fresh  cane,  espe- 
cially after  a  freeze,  in  an  effort  to  pro- 
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duce  high  quality  sugar  without  dext- 
ran.  However,  growers  continue  to  cut 
ahead  in  an  attempt  to  make  their  job 
easier  without  realizing  the  perilous 
condition  they  place  the  factories  in 
when  trying  to  grind  stale,  deteriorated 
cane.  It  takes  only  a  small  amount  of  bad 
cane  to  ruin  factory  operations.  Those 
mills  which  had  more  timely  cane  deliv- 
eries and  those  which  had  a  few  more 
sunny  days  to  allow  for  some  cane  burn- 
ing generally  had  better  success  at 
grinding  cane  following  the  freeze. 

Despite  the  freeze  and  the  stale  cane 
problems  experienced  afterwards,  the 
industry  still  managed  to  produce 
record  per  acre  yields.  The  records  of 
harvested  acreage  are  still  somewhat 
unclear.  However,  the  official  record 
source  indicates  that  some  325,000  acres 
were  harvested  for  sugar.  This  would 
provide  a  yield  of  31.3  gross  tons  of  cane 
per  acre  and  over  6,250  pounds  of  sugar 
per  acre.  Both  would  be  new  industry 
records.  Depending  upon  the  final  sugar 
content,  total  sugar  production  may 
approximate  last  year's  record  produc- 
tion. Given  the  winter  of  1995,  early  1996 
growing  conditions,  and  the  December 
1996  freeze,  this  industry  should  take 
extreme  pride  in  the  yields  achieved  this 
past  season. 

Although  there  were  a  few  acres 
abandoned  across  the  cane  belt,  these 
were  minimal  from  an  industry  stand- 
point. Most  of  these  abandoned  acres 
were  inaccessible  following  the  wet 
weather  late  in  the  season  and  were  lost 
as  a  result  of  mud  rather  than  the  freeze 
itself.  While  a  real  loss  to  those  indi- 
vidual growers  who  were  still  harvest- 
ing after  Dec.  27,  the  net  effect  of  the 
freeze  on  industry  yields  was  mini- 
mized as  a  result  of  efficient  factory  op- 
erations and  in  some  cases  good  field 
management  of  harvesting  operations. 
It  is  certain  that  the  effects  of  the  freeze 


could  have  been  further  minimized  had 
growers  followed  recommendations  of 
the  scientists  who  have  demonstrated 
time  after  time  the  seriousness  of  deliv- 
ering stale  cane. 

Prepare  for  the  1997  Crop 

While  the  previous  crop  may  be  his- 
tory, growers  should  already  be  con- 
cerned about  the  1997  crop.  The  freezing 
temperatures  experienced  in  December 
probably  had  little  effect  on  plant  cane 
or  stubble  pieces  in  the  ground.  How- 
ever, continuous  wet  weather  may  be 
taking  its  toll  as  the  winter  progresses. 
Growers  are  reminded  of  the  research 
that  has  repeatedly  shown  the  harmful 
affects  of  allowing  water  to  stand  during 
the  winter  season.  It  is  imperative  that 
field  drains  be  opened  as  best  as  possible 
and  that  water  be  removed  from  the 
fields.  Standing  water  in  the  middles 
will  keep  cane  stubble  wet  and  encour- 
age rotting  of  the  underground  eyes. 
While  many  growers  have  allowed  their 
labor  to  take  time  off  following  the  har- 
vest season,  it  is  important  that  they  get 
tractors  and  shovels  into  the  field  to 
open  drains  and  keep  water  from  taking 
its  toll  on  this  year's  crop.  While  there  is 
no  guarantee  that  the  industry  can  re- 
peat the  yields  of  this  past  harvest  sea- 
son, it  is  certain  that  if  fields  stay  wet, 
yields  stand  the  risk  of  being  negatively 
affected. 

LCP  85-384  yielded  very  well  but 
occupied  only  a  small  percentage  of  the 
total  acreage  in  1996.  It  will  be  harvested 
on  considerably  more  acres  this  year.  It 
has  sometimes  shown  a  tendency  to- 
ward poor  stands  if  fields  are  allowed  to 
stay  wet  during  the  winter  season.  If  its 
high  yields  along  with  good  yields  of 
other  varieties  are  to  be  harvested  in 
1997,  growers  should  do  everything 
possible  to  get  water  out  of  the  fields 
during  this  winter  season. 
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P.  O.  Drawer  938 
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American  Su 
P.O.I 
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FOR  SALE 

Hi-Crop  Int'l  3688 

JD  3-row  Chopper 

12'  Grader  Blade  on  Wheels 

10'  Blade  with  cylinders  -  Heavy  Duty 

2  Tandum  Davis  Carts 

1  CAMECO  Tandum  Cart 

CAT  D311  Pumping  Unit 

Call  Grady  Dugas  in  Parks 
at  (318)  845-4774 


Long  Pest 
Management,  Inc. 

Insect,  Weed  &  Disease  Management 

Soil  Testing  &  Fertilizer  Management 

Record  Keeping  &  Crop  Management  Services 

Henry  Long,  Ph.D.,  Senior  Consultant 

Dan  Long,  Assistant  Consultant 

Stephanie  Borne,  Technician 

J.  Pontif  &  L.  Guillot,  Scouts 

P.  0.  Box  1193,  720  Hwy.  308,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  446-3520  (office)  (504)  449-61 70  (mobile) 


LASERPLANE 

Machine  Control  Systems 

FOR  RENT 

12  Yd.  Scraper 

with 
Laser  Equipment 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane  - 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

(§)  Spectra-Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  Box  317 

St.  James,  LA  70086 

(504)  265-8348 


Ask  your  Land  Bank 
Association  about... 
financing  to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are  looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve  land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have,  your  Land  Bank  Association 

can  provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need  financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our  various  loan  options. 

__        Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 
Opelousas  Port  Allen 

(318)  942-1461        (504)  344-2691 


LAND  BANK 
Qrifjjocifitiott 
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Genesis  70  series  tractors  from  New  Holland  •  145  to  210  PTO 
horsepower  •  Advanced  state  of  the  art  powershift  transmission 

Ask  about  our  special  sale  on  our  rental  fleet  tractors  •  Priced  to 
move  with  warranties  •  Trade-ins  welcomed  •  Financing  available 

M&L  Industries,  Inc. 

1210  St.  Charles  Street 
Houma,  LA  70360 
(504)  876-2280 
Out  of  town  call 
1  (800)  969-0068 


tmmimw 
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HE        BATON        ROUGE 


Sean  M.  Prados 
of  Spradley  &  Spradley 


Sales  Tax  Plan  Dedicates  Funds  to  Education 


Gov.  Mike  Foster's  chief  of  staff, 
Stephen  Perry,  recently  con- 
firmed the  governor's  plan  to 
push  for  a  renewal  of  a  1-cent  sales  tax  in 
a  Special  Session.  The  Special  Session 
will  probably  take  place  in  late  February 
and  last  two  to  three  weeks. 

Perry  said  the  renewal  of  a  1-cent 
sales  tax  on  food  and  utilities  would 
enable  the  administration  to  dedicate 
$110  million  dollars  to  education.  More 
than  half  of  the  $110  million  comes  from 
utilities  (i.e.  gas,  electricity,  and  water), 
and  roughly  30  percent  of  the  revenues 
come  from  food  items.  Of  that,  approxi- 
mately $95  million  would  go  to  elemen- 
tary and  secondary  education.  Higher 
education  would  receive  about  $15  mil- 
lion. The  result  of  a  renewal  would  allo- 
cate funds  to  teacher  pay  raises,  comput- 
ers, books,  etc. 

Since  1986  lawmakers  have  extended 
the  4-cent  statewide  sales  tax  on  a  year- 
to-year  basis.  This  year  could  prove  to  be 
more  difficult.  In  an  effort  to  keep  cam- 
paign promises,  some  legislators  argue 
that  the  state  does  not  need  to  renew  the 
tax  because  of  a  surplus  in  state  rev- 
enues. Many  see  the  state  with  a  strong 


economy  and  doing  well;  however,  de- 
nying the  tax  renewal  could  place  the 
state  in  a  fiscal  bind. 

Last  year,  Louisiana  was  granted  a 
one  year  reprieve  for  Medicaid  funding 
by  the  federal  government,  with  a  sec- 
ond year  reprieve  questionable.  Con- 
gress is  not  likely  to  look  favorably  upon 
a  state  that  boasts  of  a  surplus,  reduces 
its  sales  taxes,  and  then  asks  for  more 
federal  assistance.  Without  federal  assis- 
tance, the  state  stands  to  lose  about  $300 
million  of  funding  for  the  Medicaid  pro- 
gram. Consequently,  the  people  of  this 
state  will  face  an  even  greater  tax  than 
the  renewal  of  the  1-cent  tax. 

The  tax  renewal  is  just  one  issue  that 
could  be  addressed  in  a  Special  Session 
later  this  month.  Other  issues  the  Ad- 
ministration is  considering  are 
workforce  development,  elementary 
and  secondary  education,  higher  educa- 
tion, and  putting  the  charity  hospitals 
under  Louisiana  State  University  man- 
agement. 

If  a  Special  Session  is  called  by  the 
governor,  it  must  be  finished  before 
March  31,  which  is  the  beginning  of  the 
Regular  Session. 
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FIVE  MODELS, 
50,000  REASONS. 


BEFORE  YOU  BUY  YOUR  NEXT  NEW  TRACTOR,  ASK  AN  OWNER. 


There  are  more  than  50,000 
Case  IH  MAGNUM™  tractors 
working  fields  and  farms 
around  the  world.  And  with 
over  65  million  hours  of 
rugged  fieldwork  behind  them, 
they've  proven  what  a  differ- 
ence durability,  reliability  and 
performance  can  make. 

You'll  feel  that  difference  in 
the  7200  Series  MAGNUM 
tractors,  ranging  from  130  to 
215PTOhp.  At  the  heart  of 
every  MAGNUM  is  its  8.3  L 

Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 
(800)256-1950 


diesel  engine  —  the  definition 
of  pure  agricultural  power. 
Not  to  mention  the  standard 
18-speed  full-powershift 
transmission  that  gives  you 
complete  control  of  1 8  forward 
and  four  reverse  speeds,  as 
well  as  an  optional  creeper 
transmission  that  adds  six  for- 
ward and  two  reverse  speeds. 
Yet  with  all  that  performance, 
there  is  no  shortage  of  com- 
fort. The  MAGNUM  tractor 
cab  means  highly  efficient 

Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 


luxury.  From  the  economically 
designed  seat  to  the  smart 
layout  of  the  controls,  you're 
surrounded  with  features  that 
make  it  easy  to  put  in  a  full 
day's  work. 

If  you're  looking  for  a 
proven  tractor  with  all  the 
assets  you  need  to  maximize 
productivity,  be  sure  to  test 
drive  a  MAGNUM  tractor.  But 
don't  just  take  our  word  for  it. 

ASK  AN  OWNER. 

Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)276-6384 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  447-3776  (504)  473-7927 


CASE  HI 


CLASS 

F  I  E  D  S 

WANTED: 

2-row  Cane  Loader. 

FOR  SALE:       1066  Int'l  Low- 

Call  Ray  Champagne 

clearance;  1570  Case 

at  (504)  532  3810. 

Tractor;  1 8  yd. 
Dunham  Dump; 

FOR  SALE: 

SP1300Broussard 

Thomson  Single-row 

Cane  Loader  and  a 

Harvester  (74  model); 

Broussard  Single-row 
Harvester.  $65,000  for 
both.  Call  (504)  738- 

Int'l  485  Disc -19  ft. 
Call  (318)  893-0531  or 
(318)276-9410. 

0406  after  6  p.m. 

FOR  SALE:       1977  Thomson 

FOR  SALE: 

CAMECOSP1800  4 

Harvester  -  $4,900; 

WD  Loader.  Excellent 

1974  JD  4430,  $8,000; 

Condition.  Call  (504) 

1984  White  2-1 10w/ 

545-2564  day  or  (504) 
545-8429  night. 

cab  &  air -$11,300; 
SP2000  2WD 
CAMECO  Loader  - 
$11,300;  JD  640  Disk 

FOR  SALE: 

1986  S-32  CAMECO  2- 

Harrow  -  $8,500. 

row  Harvester  with  a 

Contact  Harold 

CAT  3306  engine. 

"Pounie"  Callahan,  C  & 

Contact  Ronald  Hebert, 

H  Farms  at  (504)  446- 

Inc.  at  (318)  276-9598 

2395  after  6  p.m. 

or  (318)  276-5236. 

FOR  SALE:      2  Single-row  Broussard 

FOR  SALE: 

1995  2-row  CAMECO 

Harvesters,  both  with 

Cutter,  738  hrs,  JD 

CAT  Engine;  1 

engine  and  all  new 

Cameco  Self  Propelled 

features  included.  Call 

Field  Loader  with  JD 

Brent  at  (504)  473- 

engine,  chain  piler; 

6575  after  6  p.m. 

two  8'x20'  Tandem  Axle 
Planters  Aide.  Call 

FOR  SALE: 

1992  CAMECO  S-30 

(504)  937-0846  (day) 

Harvester  with  front 

or  (504)  627-9577 

wheel  assist,  large 

(evening). 

hydraulic  pump,  and 

live  gate.  $70,000; 

FOR  SALE:      Broussard  Single-Row 

1990  CamecoSPI  800 

Harvester,  Good 

4x4  Loader  with 

Condition  -  $30,000;  14 

football  piling,  $35,000. 

Cane  Wagons  -  Bayou 

Call  (504)  627-4053. 

Service  type,  used  one 
season,  full  manifold 

FOR  SALE: 

1989  CAMECO  S-30 

mill  dump,  14-ply  Road 

4WD  Cane  Harvester. 

Grader  type  tires  - 

Call  (504)  473-9544. 

$7,000  per  wagon.  Call 
Andras  Farm.  Inc.  at 
(504)446-1129. 
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Call  for  Nominations 


Industrial  Technology  Award 

A  New  Award 
conferred  by 

Sugar  Processing  Research  Institute,  Inc. 


The  Sugar  Processing  Research  Institute,  Inc.,  solicits  nominations 
for  the  SPRI  Industrial  Technology  Award  for  1998.  This  award,  pre- 
sented biennially,  consists  of  a  cash  honorarium  of  U.S.  $1000,  a  plaque, 
and  reasonable  travel  expenses  to  the  award  presentation,  at  the  SPRI 
Conference,  to  be  held  in  Savannah,  Ga.  on  March  22-25, 1998.  The 
recipient  is  expected  to  deliver  an  address  at  the  conference. 

The  Industrial  Technology  Award,  to  be  presented  for  the  first  time 
in  1998,  is  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  technology  in  sucrose  process- 
ing and  production.  It  will  be  presented  to  one  outstanding  individual 
whose  contribution  to  the  industry  in  the  development  of  technology, 
or  implementation  of  technology,  has  been  distinguished  by  its  origi- 
nality and  the  resulting  contribution  to  the  sucrose  processing  and 
production  elements. 

Candidates  for  the  award  shall  be  recommended  in  writing,  at  the 
request  of  the  Award  Committee,  by  a  senior  officer  of  a  research  in- 
stitute, or  sucrose  processing  and  production  company.  The  nominee 
shall  have  at  least  10  years  of  active  experience  in  the  application  of 
technology  in  the  recovery  of  sucrose  or  sucrose  process  or  production. 
The  nominee  should  be  an  employee  of  a  company  engaged  in  the 
business  of  sucrose  processing  and  production,  and  should  have  par- 
ticipated in  the  production  of  a  minimum  of  one  technical  report  given 
at  a  SPRI  conference  or  workshop. 

Nominating  forms  may  be  obtained  from  the  Managing  Director, 
Sugar  Processing  Research  Institute,  Inc.,  1100  Robert  E.  Lee  Blvd., 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  U.S.A.  70124.  The  deadline  for  nominations 
is  July  1,1997. 
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THE     ASULO  X*    DIFFER  F  N  C  £. 


POCKET  AN  EXTRA  $183/A. 

Talk  about  your  high-paying  investments:  an  early-post  application  of  ASULOX®  brand 
herbicide  can  earn  you  an  extra  $183/A.  Better  yet,  a  sequential  application  can  add 
$220/A  to  your  bottom  line.  Sound  too  good  to  be  true?  In  Johnsongrass  trials  at  LSU, 
a  single  application  of  ASULOX*  increased  yields  by  more  than  50%.  So  if  your  looking  to 
grow  more  than  just  sugarcane,  turn  to  the  broad-spectrum  grass  control  of  ASULOX! 

ASULOX* 

B    R    AND        H    E    R    B    I    C    I    D    K 


{tP RHONE-POULENC  Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Company.  2  T.W.  Alexander  Drive,  Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709. 

For  additional  product  information,  please  call  1-800-334-9745.  As  with  any  crop  protection  chemical,  always  read  and 
follow  label  instructions.  ASULOX  is  a  registered  trademark  of*  Rhone- Poulenc.  «    1997  Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Company. 
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UP        FRONT       WITH        THE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


EACUE 


Sugar  Association 


During  the  past  four  years,  I  have 
written  much  about  the  politics 
of  sugar,  happenings  on  the 
state  and  federal  level,  provided  infor- 
mation on  trade  issues  and  their  effect 
on  our  industry,  and  have  noted  other 
occurrences  or  events.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  realize  that  I  have  yet  to  write  an 
article  about  one  of  the  all  important  as- 
sociations with  which  the  Louisiana  in- 
dustry has  involvement.  That  being  The 
Sugar  Association  based  in  Washington, 
D.C.  Now,  don't  get  The  Sugar  Associa- 
tion mixed  up  with  the  American  Sugar 
Alliance  because  The  Sugar  Association 
is  strictly  non-political. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
belongs  to  The  Sugar  Association  as  do 
sugar  processors,  growers  and  refiners 
from  throughout  the  United  States.  The 
association  is  involved  in  not  only  re- 
search, but  initiatives  to  find  new  and 
different  ways  of  utilizing  sugar.  Even 
more  importantly,  the  association  is 
there  to  educate  people  and  groups  on 
the  good  qualities  of  sugar,  to  defend 
sugar  from  those  who  publish  informa- 
tion that  is  unfounded  in  science,  and 
challenge  those  agencies  and  companies 
who  would  not  conform  to  the  laws  re- 
garding the  correct  labeling  regarding 
the  contents  of  their  products.  The  asso- 
ciation is  not  a  large  organization. 
Rather,  it  is  an  efficient,  fine-tuned  orga- 
nization; the  staff  of  which  works  very 
closely  with  each  other  to  produce  a 
very  effective  organization. 

I  guess  I  should  note  that  I  am  em- 
barrassed that  I  have  not  mentioned  The 


Sugar  Association  much  in  the  past;  but, 
with  all  the  political  activities  on  state, 
national,  and  international  levels,  I  am 
usually  so  engrossed  with  those  events 
that  I  neglect  to  make  you,  the  people  of 
the  Louisiana  industry  aware  of  some  of 
the  other  activities  that  your  League  is 
involved  in.  The  association  works  with 
such  groups  as  the  American  Dental 
Association,  the  American  Academy  of 
Pediatric  Dentists,  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Pediatric  Nurses,  the  National 
Association  of  Nutritionists,  and  many 
other  groups  that  can  help  or  hurt  the 
sugar  industry  if  not  kept  informed  on 
all  of  the  latest  sugar  science  and  other 
data  on  sugar.  Therefore,  even  though  I 
have  been  neglectful  in  making  mention 
of  this  all  important  organization  to 
which  the  League  subscribes,  I  wish  for 
you  to  know  that  it  is  an  important  and 
integral  part  of  the  good  message  that 
we  continue  to  send  to  the  rest  of  the 
world  about  sugar. 

Weight  Limits 

During  the  past  year  the  League  was 
fortunate  enough  to  receive  approval, 
through  legislative  action  to  provide  for 
a  weight  limit  of  100,000  pounds  GVW 
This  was  accomplished  under  a  special 
harvest  season  permit  for  sugarcane 
haulers  throughout  the  state.  This  per- 
mit provided  for  the  100,000  pound  limit 
to  be  allowed  on  all  state  highways,  ex- 
cept on  interstate  highways  where  gross 
vehicle  weight  of  83,400  pounds  is  the 
maximum  allowed  (1-10  and  1-49).  Dur- 
ing the  next  several  months,  it  is  our 


hope  to  secure  additional  weight  limits 
on  the  interstate  system  with  the  assis- 
tance of  Congressman  Richard  Baker 
who  sits  on  the  House  Transportation, 
Public  Works  and  Infrastructure  Com- 
mittee. It  is  our  hope  that  we  will  be  able 
to  gain  additional  weights  for  interstate 
transportation  which  would  greatly 
benefit  those  in  the  northern  reaches  of 
the  sugar  belt  and  the  new  growing  ar- 
eas in  south  and  west  Louisiana. 

On  a  similar  note,  and  knowing  this 
is  the  off  season,  I  strongly  urge  each  and 
every  person  who  is  involved  with  haul- 
ing cane  on  the  state's  highways  to  not 
overload  the  vehicles.  As  it  is,  the  weight 
limit  that  is  allowed  on  the  state  high- 
way system  is  quite  sufficient  to  provide 
you  with  efficiencies  in  your  transporta- 
tion of  your  cane.  However,  it  seems  that 
some  in  the  industry  wish  to  exceed  the 
100,000  pound  limit.  Those  people  will 


be  the  ones  responsible,  if  and  when  this 
privilege  gets  revoked.  I  urge  each  and 
everyone  of  you  in  the  industry  to  ad- 
here to  the  weight  limits  that  are  pro- 
vided presently  under  the  special  har- 
vest permit  program.  You  are  only  hurt- 
ing you  and  the  rest  of  the  people  in  the 
industry  when  you  over  gross  those 
trucks.  People  complain  daily  about  the 
highways  in  the  state  of  Louisiana  and 
those  who  continue  to  load  past  the 
100,000  pound  limit  are  causing  irrepa- 
rable damage  to  the  state's  road  system. 
I  will  send  out  a  reminder  prior  to 
grinding  season  this  year  in  hopes  that 
everyone  will  stay  within  the  legal  lim- 
its allowed  by  law.  Additionally,  it  is  my 
hope  that  we  will  be  able  to  assist  those 
growers  that  utilize  the  interstate  system 
for  hauling  by  providing  them  with  ad- 
ditional limits  above  the  83,400  pound 
GVW. 
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WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


Miller-Schumer  Attack  Sugar  Program  (Yet  Again) 


On  Feb.  10,  Reps.  Dan  Miller  (R- 
FL)  and  Charles  Schumer  (D- 
NY)  mailed  a  "Dear  Colleague" 
letter  to  other  House  members  to  solicit 
additional  co-sponsors  for  a  bill  to  elimi- 
nate the  sugar  program,  renewing  last 
year's  failed  attack.  Citing  the  diversity 
of  groups  opposed  to  the  program,  from 
Citizens  for  a  Sound  Economy  to  the 
Sierra  Club,  the  letter  reminds  readers 
that  last  year's  bill  failed  passage  in  the 
House  by  only  five  votes.  The  letter  also 
alleges  four  "costs"  associated  with  the 
current  policy,  including  $1.4  billion  in 
losses  suffered  by  consumers  from  "arti- 
ficially" high  prices,  a  harmful  effect  on 
the  environment,  the  loss  of  American 
jobs  due  to  the  closure  of  cane  refineries, 
and  that  the  program  primarily  benefits 
corporate  plantations  rather  than  small 
individual  farmers.  Finally,  the  authors 
report  their  intention  to  introduce  a  bill 
"that  will  effectively  put  sugar  on  a  track 
for  limitation."  No  explanation  is  given 
for  the  inconsistency  between  this  last 
sentence  and  the  letter's  first  which 
urges  Congress  "to  eliminate"  the  sugar 
program. 

Release  of  the  letter  comes  on  the 
heels  of  public  statements  by  other 
prominent  legislators  that  they  would 
oppose  any  major  changes  to  last  year's 
Federal  Agriculture  Improvement  and 
Reform  Act  (FAIR).  Among  those  mak- 
ing public  pronouncements  of  support 
for  current  farm  policy  have  been  Sen. 
Bob  Kerrey,  a  member  of  the  Senate 
Agriculture  Committee,  and  Rep.  Bob 
Smith,  Chairman  of  the  House  Agricul- 
ture Committee.  Nevertheless,  criticism 


of  the  sugar  program  has  also  come  from 
sources  other  than  Reps.  Miller  and 
Schumer.  Rep.  John  Kasich  (R-OH), 
Chairman  of  the  House  Budget  Com- 
mittee, recently  announced  a  list  of  pro- 
grams he  considers  most  wasteful,  and 
would  like  to  target  for  elimination. 
Though  not  among  Rep.  Kasich's  high- 
est priorities,  the  sugar  program  was 
singled  out  as  a  program  he  would  also 
like  to  cut.  In  addition,  a  coalition  of 
consumer  interests  and  environmental 
groups  have  released  a  "Green  Scissors 
1997"  report  outlining  government  pro- 
grams it  deems  wasteful  and  environ- 
mentally harmful.  The  sugar  program 
was  among  those  programs  the  group 
targets  for  elimination. 

House  Rejects  Term  Limits 
Amendment 

Advocates  for  term  limits  suffered  a 
crucial  defeat  when  the  House  rejected 
11  different  measures,  each  proposing  a 
constitutional  amendment  to  limit  the 
number  of  terms  a  member  of  Congress 
may  serve.  The  primary  bill,  offered  by 
Rep.  Bill  McCollum  (R-FL)  could  come 
no  closer  than  70  votes  from  the  two- 
thirds  majority  necessary  to  pass  a  con- 
stitutional amendment,  garnering  only 
217  votes,  10  less  that  the  same  measure 
offered  last  year.  Rep.  McCollum's  ver- 
sion would  limit  legislators  to  no  more 
than  12  years  of  service.  A  second,  sub- 
stitute version,  sponsored  by  Reps.  John 
Dingell  (D-MI)  and  Joe  Barton  (R-TX), 
which  would  count  previous  service  to- 
ward the  12-year  limit,  also  failed.  In 
their  push  for  passage,  Members  favor- 


ing  the  bill  engaged  their  colleagues  in 
more  than  seven  hours  of  debate  and 
consideration  over  the  various  mea- 
sures, most  of  which  collected  less  than 
100  votes  each. 

Many  observers  regarded  the  loss  as 
a  mortal  blow  to  a  movement  they  re- 
gard to  be  in  decline.  The  largest  term 
limit  advocacy  group,  U.S.  Term  Limits, 
has  found  itself  in  recent  weeks  amid  a 
growing  storm  of  controversy  regarding 
its  fratricidal  attacks  on  other  term  limit 
advocates,  both  on  Capitol  Hill  and  off, 
over  the  specific  provisions  on  which  a 
term  limits  law  should  rest.  U.S.  Term 
Limits  supports  a  restriction  of  six  years 
of  service,  and  has  refused  any  attempts 
of  a  compromise  with  other  advocates 
who  prefer  longer  periods.  Other  term 
limits  groups  have  voiced  their  disap- 
proval of  these  attacks,  and  blame  U.S. 
Term  Limits  for  the  House  defeat. 

House  Agriculture  Subcommittee 
Assignments  Drawn 

The  House  Agriculture  Committee 
announced  its  subcommittee  assign- 
ments last  month.  Rep.  Tom  Ewing  (R- 
IL)  will  remain  Chairman  of  the  Risk 
Management  and  Specialty  Crops  Sub- 
committee, which  has  jurisdiction  over 
the  sugar  program.  Representative  Gary 
Condit  (D-CA)  is  Ranking  Minority 
Member  of  the  subcommittee,  succeed- 
ing former  Rep.  Charlie  Rose  (D-NC), 
who  retired  after  the  last  Congress.  Rep. 
Larry  Combest  (R-TX)  is  Vice  Chairman 
of  the  subcommittee. 

For  the  majority,  the  rest  of  the  Risk 
Management  and  Specialty  Crops  Sub- 
committee consists  of  Reps.  John 
Doolittle  (R-CA),  Richard  Pombo  (R- 
CA),  Nick  Smith  (R-MI),  Terry  Everett 
(R-AL),  Ron  Lewis  (R-KY),  Ed  Bryant 
(R-TN),  Mark  Foley  (R-FL),  Saxby 
Chambliss  (R-GA),  and  Jerry  Moran  (R- 
KS).  For  the  minority,  the  subcommittee 


consists  of  Reps.  Scotty  Baesler  (D-KY), 
Sanford  Bishop  (D-GA),  Earl  Pomeroy 
(D-ND),  John  Baldacci  (D-ME),  Virgil 
Goode  (D-VA),  Mike  Mclntyre  (D-NC), 
Bobby  Etheridge  (D-NC),  Leonard 
Boswell  (D-IA). 

Rep.  Bill  Barrett  (R-NE)  remains 
Chairman  of  the  General  Farm  Com- 
modities Subcomittee,  and  Rep.  David 
Minge  (D-MN)  is  the  new  Ranking  Mi- 
nority Member.  The  Department  Opera- 
tions, Nutrition,  and  Foreign  Agricul- 
ture Subcommittee  is  chaired  by  Rep. 
Bob  Goodlatte  (R-VA),  while  Rep.  Eva 
Clayton  (D-NC)  serves  as  Ranking  Mi- 
nority Member.  In  addition  to  his  duties 
on  the  Risk  Management  and  Specialty 
Crops  Subcommittee,  Rep.  Combest 
chairs  the  Forestry,  Resource  Conserva- 
tion, and  Research  Subcommittee,  while 
Rep.  Cal  Dooley  (D-CA)  is  the  Ranking 
Minority  Member.  Another  Risk  Man- 
agement and  Specialty  Crops  member, 
Rep.  Pombo  chairs  the  Livestock,  Dairy, 
and  Poultry  Subcommittee,  serving 
alongside  Rep.  Collin  Peterson  (D-MN), 
who  is  Ranking  Minority  Member. 

The  full  committee  also  filled  two  va- 
cancies left  over  from  the  committee 
nominations  from  December.  Demo- 
cratic Reps.  Leonard  Boswell  (D-IA)  and 
Jay  Johnson  (D-WI)  have  been  added  to 
complete  the  full  committee  roster  to  27 
Republicans  and  23  Democrats. 


TRI- 

STATE 

Delta  Chemicals 

Thibodaux,  La. 
(504)  447-4081 

Jeanerette,  La. 
(318)276-5051 

New  Roads,  La. 
(504)  638-8343 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(504)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 
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Quality  Industries,  Inc. 

Celebrating  50  Years  in  Business 

Since  1947 


Building  sugarcane 

equipment  to  meet 

the  needs  of  the  farmer 


This  high  dump  wagon  was  one  of  the 
products  built  by  Quality  for  the  1996 
sugarcane  season.  It  features  separate 
hydraulic  circuits  for  both  the  lift  and  tilt- 
ing operations  allowing  for  high  or  low 
dumping.  The  trunion  type  axle  keeps 
the  load  evenly  distributed  regardless  of 
terrain,  eliminating  unnecessary  stress 
on  the  tires,  hubs  and  axles.  The  offset 
basket  allows  for  dumping  in  any  posi- 
tion without  leaning  on  the  trailer. 


Tony  Collinson 

Sales 


In  1996,  Quality  built  and  installed 
this  dumping  system  on  existing 
floats.  For  1997,  our  new  and  better 
design  for  a  complete  trailer  will  in- 
clude advantages  such  as  strength, 
stability  and  capacity. 


118  West  Main  Street 
P.O.  Box  406 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 


(504)  447-4021 

FAX  (504)  447-9478 

1-800-447-8403 


Amphibious  Equipment  -  Drainage  Pumps 
Sugarcane  Equipment 


LASERPLAJME 

Machine  Control  Systems 


Landforming 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane — 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits 

©  Spectra- Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  317 

ST.  JAMES  LA  70086 

504/265-8348 


Sell  it  fast! 

Call  (504)  448-3707 

to  place 

your  classified  ad 

in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 


Raw  Sugar  Mill  Manager 

Resumes  for  the  position  of  Plant 
Manager  are  being  received  by: 


President 

St.  James  Sugar  Cooperative 

P.O.  Box  67 

St.  James,  LA  70086 


Your  Trust  is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution  is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified  and 

dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  PCA,  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


,,  .r^«gi 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(318)364-0217 


First  South  PCA 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


Harvey  Gonsoulin 

Thibodaux 
(504)  446-9450 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Good  Yields  Start  With  Clean  Seed  -  Drainage  and  More  Drainage 


As  industry  members  sit  around 
this  winter  in  meetings  and  cof- 
fee shops,  the  normal  conversa- 
tion usually  turns  to  the  record  tonnage 
of  1996.  This  discussion  always  leads  to 
each  person's  opinion  on  how  the  yields 
were  achieved.  Of  course,  most  growers 
talk  about  the  good  growing  conditions 
late  in  the  season  while  researchers 
quickly  add  in  varieties,  fertilizers,  pest 
control,  or  whatever  their  specialty  hap- 
pens to  be.  One  factor  that  is  seldom 
mentioned,  but  one  that  the  League 
agronomists  feel  strongly  about,  is  the 
quantity  of  clean  seed  that  has  been  used 
in  the  belt  in  recent  years.  While  there  is 
much  work  to  be  done  in  expanding  the 
clean  seed  program  that  many  growers 
are  following,  it  becomes  very  obvious 
by  looking  at  growers'  field  records  that 
clean  seed  has  had  a  tremendous  impact 
on  yields. 

Some  attribute  the  good  tonnage  of 
1996  to  newer  varieties.  However,  in- 
dustry records  indicate  that  only  13  per- 
cent of  the  acreage  was  planted  to  LCP 
85-384  while  HoCP  85-845  was  planted 
on  less  than  3  percent.  These  two  are  the 
highest  tonnage  varieties  available  and 
because  they  were  harvested  for  sugar 
on  only  some  10  percent  of  the  total  acre- 
age, it  is  unlikely  that  they  contributed 
more  than  one  or  two  percentage  points 
of  the  increase  in  cane  tonnage.  CP  70- 
321  and  CP  65-357  still  occupied  over  60 
percent  of  the  acreage  with  the  remain- 
der in  other  varieties  that  have  now  been 


grown  for  several  years.  In  fact,  there 
was  very  little  that  was  done  different  to 
make  last  year's  crop  than  was  done  the 
last  few  years,  including  varieties,  cul- 
tural practices,  fertilizers,  pesticides,  etc. 
It  is  certainly  undeniable  that  "mother 
nature"  played  the  real  role  in  achieving 
the  yields  of  1996.  However,  in  order  for 
the  varieties  to  produce  their  maximum, 
research  has  consistently  shown  that 
disease  free  cane  is  essential. 

Many  growers  have  consistently 
purchased  Kleentek  seed  over  the  last 
few  years  and  some  have  even  begun  to 
heat  treat  more  seed  than  in  the  past. 
The  combination  of  sources  of  clean 
seed  has  provided  this  industry  with 
more  acreage  of  healthy  seed  than  it 
probably  has  seen  in  its  history.  Addi- 
tionally, the  constant  preaching  about 
keeping  the  seed  clean  has  probably  had 
an  impact  and  is  paying  off  in  yields  and 
profits.  Growers  should  be  reminded 
that  a  good  clean  seed  program  is  not  a 
"hit  or  miss  affair",  but  is  something 
that  requires  constant  work,  year  after 
year.  Clean  seed  is  worth  everything  to 
you,  and  growers  should  do  all  they  can 
to  operate  an  effective  clean  seed  pro- 
gram. 

On  the  subject  of  clean  seed  and  its 
availability,  many  growers  have  asked 
about  the  status  of  Kleentek.  While  the 
League  is  not  in  the  business  of  recom- 
mending any  one  source  of  clean  seed,  it 
is  safe  to  say  that  Kleentek  is  the  pri- 
mary source  of  disease  free  material 
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other  than  heat  treating  one's  own  seed. 
Most  people  realize  that  Kleentek  has 
undergone  some  drastic  changes  in  the 
past  few  months  and  there  have  been 
many  questions  regarding  their  current 
status,  following  bankruptcy  of  its  par- 
ent company.  Communication  with  the 
individuals  within  the  company  have 
indicated  that  all  production  facets  of 
Kleentek  are  intact  and  they  should  be 
operating  normally  once  marketing  ar- 
rangements are  confirmed. 

Thermo  Ecotek's  wholly  owned  sub- 
sidiary, Thermo  Trilogy,  has  acquired  the 
bankrupt  biopesticide  company,  Biosys, 
which  formerly  owned  Kleentek,  Infor- 
mation about  Thermo  Trilogy  and  its 
parent  company  indicate  they  are  finan- 
cially sound  and  plan  to  be  good  stew- 
ards of  Kleentek.  Thermo  Ecotek  Corpo- 
ration is  an  environmental  company  in- 
volved in  clean  combustion  and  engi- 
neered clean  fuels  as  well  as  a  range  of 
other  environmentally  sound  technolo- 
gies. Its  biopesticide  subsidiary,  Thermo 
Trilogy  Corp.,  specializes  in  naturally 
derived  products  for  protecting  crops. 
The  familiar  faces  of  Kleentek,  mainly 
David  Graugnard,  Ronnie  Waguespack 
and  Jeff  Flynn  are  there  to  answer  any 
questions  you  might  have  concerning 
the  future  of  the  company.  Again,  the 
League  is  not  in  a  position  to  advertise 
for  anyone  and  does  not  intend  to  do  so. 


However,  clean  seed  is  such  an  impor- 
tant issue  to  the  future  of  this  industry 
that  it  is  felt  information  regarding 
Kleentek  should  be  important  to  all 
growers;  and,  is  therefore  provided. 

Drainage  and  More  Drainage 

While  most  growers  are  talking 
about  the  extremely  wet  conditions  this 
year,  weather  records  for  January  and 
early  February  indicate  that  conditions 
are  actually  close  to  normal.  However, 
there  have  been  a  considerable  number 
of  wet,  foggy  and  cool  days  which  have 
kept  fields  from  drying.  Rains  seem  to 
have  been  well  spaced  so  that  many  ruts 
have  never  dried  up  and  most  growers 
have  water  holding  in  some  fields.  It  has 
been  rather  difficult  to  work  headlands 
and  many  growers  have  not  even  tried 
to  get  equipment  into  the  fields  this 
early  in  the  year.  Growers  are  reminded 
that  past  research  has  shown  a  loss  in 
cane  tonnage  every  day  that  field  condi- 
tions have  stayed  waterlogged.  It  is  im- 
portant that  growers  do  all  they  can  to 
get  trapped  water  out  of  the  fields  and 
make  sure  that  these  fields  are  able  to 
drain.  This  may  be  especially  true  in 
combine  harvested  fields  where  a  trash 
mat  or  mulch  layer  remains,  keeping  soil 
conditions  even  wetter.  Making  good 
stubble  yields  requires  that  fields  be 
drained  as  well  as  possible. 


FOR  SALE 

Hi-Crop  Int'l  3688 

JD  3-Row  Chopper 

12'  Grader  Blade  on  Wheels 

10'  Blade  with  Cylinders 

2  Tandum  Davis  Carts 

1  CAMECO  Tandum  Cart 

Broussard  Self-Propelled,Single- 

Row  Cane  Loader 

Call  Grady  Dugas  in  Parks 
at  (318)  845-4774 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.        (3 1 8)  367-8233 
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CLEAR  THE  WAY 
FOR  SUGARCANE. 

Sugarcane  growers  count  on  the  proven 
performance  of  PROWL®  herbicide  for  the 
control  of  key  broadleaf  weeds  and  tough 
grasses,  like  witchgrass,  browntop  panicum 
and  seedling  johnsongrass. 

PROWL  also  gives  sugarcane  growers  extra 
application  flexibility  and  the  value  they  need. 
You  can  even  tank  mix  PROWL  with  other 
registered  herbicides. 

So  clear  the  way  for  sugarcane  with  the 
proven  performance  of  PROWL.  For  more  infor- 
mation, see  your  Cyanamid  AgriCenter™  dealer. 


PRtfWL 


Harvest 


h  ttp  ://www.  cyanamid  .com 

®/™ Trademarks,  American  Cyanamid  Company  ©1996. 

Always  follow  label  directions. 
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Drink 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 
Made  with  pure  Louisiana  Cane  Sugar 


and  support 
Louisiana  sugarcane  farmers 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


Sean  M.  Prados 


Governor  Postpones  Session  Possible 


Gov.  Mike  Foster  has  postponed  a 
special  session  tentatively 
scheduled  for  late  February  to 
discuss  a  1-cent  sales  tax  renewal  on 
food  and  utilities. 

Constitutional  provisions  require  the 
Legislature  to  consider  only  certain  fis- 
cal matters  in  odd-numbered  year's  leg- 
islative sessions.  Consequently,  tax  is- 
sues can  only  be  considered  in  even- 
numbered  years  and  special  sessions 
called  specifically  to  consider  said  taxes. 

The  governor  said  that  while  he  has 
delayed  plans  for  renewing  the  tax,  he 
has  not  abandoned  his  plans  for  invest- 
ing in  education.  Gov.  Foster  also  said 
that  he  does  not  expect  another  federal 
bailout  for  the  state's  Medicaid  pro- 
gram. 

He  further  believes  that  this  govern- 
ment program  must  run  efficiently  and 
without  dependence  on  the  federal  gov- 
ernment saying,  "I  will  not  permit  Med- 
icaid to  hold  education  hostage." 

Out  of  the  expected  $110  million  in 
funds      from      the      renewal,      the 


administration's  budget  calls  for  dedi- 
cating $75  million  to  education  and  $35 
million  to  a  permanent  Medicaid  solu- 
tion. 

Chief  of  Staff  Stephen  Perry  said  that 
four  components  were  included  while 
drafting  this  year's  budget:  Make  sub- 
stantial new  investments  in  education; 
fix  the  Medicaid  problem  permanently; 
keep  the  revenue  stream  constant  to 
ensure  future  investments  in  education, 
maintaining  infrastructure  and  Medic- 
aid stability;  and  end  once  and  for  all 
any  reliance  on  one-time  federal  dollars 
and  bailouts. 

Most  legislators  are  pleased  with 
Gov.  Foster's  decision  to  postpone  the 
special  session.  This  will  give  lawmak- 
ers the  opportunity  to  debate  whether 
there  is  a  need  for  the  renewal  after  they 
see  the  spending  plan. 

The  state  stands  to  lose  a  great  deal 
without  the  tax  renewal.  The  governor 's 
plan  will  not  only  stabilize  the  Medicaid 
program,  but  will  also  provide  better 
education  for  our  children. 
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Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

announces  the 
NEXT  GENERATION  OF  LANDFORMING 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane  has  gone  one  step  beyond  the  conventional 
method  of  surveying,  designing  and  land  leveling.  Spectra-Physics 
Laserplane  has  developed  the  GeoStar  Landforming  Control  System 
which  is  the  worlds  only  GPS  (Global  Positioning  System)  based 
Automatic  Surveying  and  Earthmoving  Control  System  designed  to 
speed  up  the  surveying,  designing  and  landforming  process. 

GeoStar  eliminates:  Flagging;  Gridding;  Writing  down  elevation 
readings;  Keypunching  data  into  a  computer,  etc. 

GeoStar  automatically  records  and  stores  the  elevation  and  the 
corresponding  position  thus  giving  you  a  3-D  representation  of  the 
field.  These  data  points  are  recorded  at  a  rate  of  "once  per  second".  This 
gives  you  numerous  elevation  readings  that  you  would  normally  not 
have  with  a  grid  system.  GeoStar  uses  random  surveying,  a  method  not 
normally  used  in  landforming,  to  survey  the  field.  Random  surveying 
allows  you  to  survey  any  point  in  the  field  without  having  to  follow 
any  set  path.  Any  extreme  variations  in  landscape  that  would  normally 
be  missed  with  a  grid  system  can  be  represented  with  random 
surveying. 

Multi-Plane,  a  Windows  based  graphical  design  computer  program, 
takes  the  stored  survey  data  and  allows  the  user  to  create  multiple 
plane  designs  that  were  never  before  possible  with  other  programs.  You 
can  reduce  yardage  totals  and  save  valuable  top-soil  by  creating 
designs  that  match  the  natural  surface  of  your  field.  Multi-Plane  allows 
the  user  to  look  at  the  existing  3-D  view  and  the  proposed  3-D  view, 
meaning  you  can  see  what  your  newly  designed  field  will  look  like 
before  you  start  the  landforming  process 

GeoStar  then  allows  you  to  put  the  design  into  the  control  box  of  your 
landforming  equipment  to  automatically  indicate  and  control  the  cuts, 
fills  and  the  separation  of  fields.  GeoStar  will  display  all  this 
information  for  you  on  the  control  box. 


GeoStar  Surveying      Multi-Plane  Design 


Geo-Star  Landforming 


For  a  free  demo,  contact:  Randy  George  or  Mike  Tyson 

(318)  728-6431 
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Soybeans  in  Rotation 
With  Sugarcane 


H.  P.  "Sonny"  Viator 
LSU  Agricultural  Center 
Iberia  Research  Station 

Introduction 

The  benefits  of  crop  rotation  have 
been  recognized  and  exploited  by  farm- 
ers since  ancient  times.  Louisiana  sugar- 
cane growers  once  extensively  planted 
soybeans  during  the  fallow  period  be- 
cause of  the  legume's  capability  of  fixing 
atmospheric  nitrogen  for  use  by  the  suc- 
ceeding sugarcane  crops.  In  the  1930s, 
USDA  researcher  George  Arceneaux 
demonstrated  that  commercial  nitrogen 
fertilizer  application  was  more  efficient 
than  green  manuring.  Eventually,  the 
practice  of  including  soybeans  in  rota- 
tion with  sugarcane  declined  due  to  the 
increased  availability  and  relatively  low 
cost  of  nitrogen  fertilizer.  Growers  have 
recently  been  attracted  to  early-matur- 
ing soybean  cultivars  that  allow  for 
timely  sugarcane  planting  and  can  be 
used  as  either  a  green  manure  or  a  cash 
crop. 

Experimental  Methods 

A  full  understanding  of  the  biologi- 
cal and  economic  benefits  and  conse- 
quences of  occupying  fallow  land  with 
soybeans  is  lacking.  Research  supported 
by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
was  aimed  at  measuring  the  response  of 
sugarcane  to  both  plowed-down  and 
harvested  soybeans.  Three  studies  were 
conducted  on  soil  types  ranging  in  or- 
ganic matter  content,  texture  and  other 


production  characteristics.  The  follow- 
ing crop  rotation  treatments  were  evalu- 
ated in  two  of  the  studies: 

1)  Plant  cane  grown  after  fallow  without 
nitrogen  fertilizer 

2)  Plant  cane  grown  after  fallow  with 
nitrogen  fertilizer 

3)  Plant  cane  grown  after  green  manure 
soybeans  without  nitrogen  fertilizer 

4)  Plant  cane  grown  after  green  manure 
soybeans  with  nitrogen  fertilizer 

5)  Plant  cane  grown  after  cash  soybeans 
without  nitrogen  fertilizer 

6)  Plant  cane  grown  after  cash  soybeans 
with  nitrogen  fertilizer 

At  the  Patoutville  silt  loam  site  (Ex- 
periment No.  2)  only  the  first  four  treat- 
ments listed  above  were  included  in  the 
study.  Stubble  crops  in  each  cycle  re- 
ceived recommended  rates  of  nitrogen 
fertilizer.  Potassium  and  phosphorus 
fertilizer  was  applied  to  all  crops.  Table 
1  describes  the  average  soil  conditions, 
soybean  dry  matter  production  and  esti- 
mated organic  nitrogen  content  of  the 
green  manure  for  the  three  experiments. 

Measurements  were  recorded  for  the 
yield  of  sugar  per  acre,  percent  leaf  ni- 
trogen content  and  soil  nitrogen  levels  at 
the  1-foot  depth. 

Influence  of  Green  Manure  Soybeans 
on  Sugarcane  Yield 

Summary  of  the  yield  performance 
of  sugarcane  following  the  green  ma- 
nure and  conventional  fallow  crop  rota 
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tion  treatments  is  shown  in  Table  2  (re- 
sponse to  cash  soybeans  is  covered  in 
the  next  section).  High  numbers  of  para- 
sitic nematodes  were  associated  with 
plant  cane  grown  after  green  manure 
soybeans  at  the  Patoutville  silt  loam  site 
(Experiment  No.  2).  Because  it  is  not 
known  if  the  presence  of  the  nematodes 
influenced  yield,  the  plant  cane  crop  re- 
sponse was  considered  atypical  and, 
therefore,  not  included  in  the  analysis. 
For  the  two  plant  cane  and  four  stubble 
crops  for  which  data  are  reported,  the 
response  of  sugarcane  to  the  presence  of 
incorporated  soybean  residue  appears 
to  be  indifferent.  For  each  experimental 
site  and  as  an  average  of  all  sites,  the 
difference  in  sugar  per  acre  yield  be- 
tween the  conventional  fallow  and  soy- 
bean green  manure  treatments,  with  or 
without  added  nitrogen  fertilizer,  was 
modest  and  not  statistically  meaningful. 
In  many  areas  of  the  world,  nitrogen 
for  crop  growth  is  wholly  or  partially  de- 
rived from  cropping  sequences  that  fea- 
ture a  legume  crop  immediately  before  a 
food  or  fiber  crop.  The  failure  of  sugar- 
cane to  favorably  respond  to  green  ma- 
nure soybeans  is  surprising  considering 
the  amount  of  organic  nitrogen  con- 
tained in  the  plowed-down  residue. 
Monitoring  of  soil  nitrogen  levels  (data 
not  shown)  in  the  upper  foot  of  the  root 
zone  did  reveal  a  consistent  but  nominal 
buildup  of  nitrogen  in  soybean  green 
manure  plots,  as  well  as  plots  receiving 
commercial  nitrogen  fertilizer.  The  ex- 
cessive length  of  time  between  soybean 
plow-down  in  late  summer  and  the  re- 
sumption of  cane  growth  the  following 
spring  is  unique  to  sugarcane.  Decom- 
position of  soybean  residue  undoubt- 
edly proceeds  at  a  rapid  rate  under 
Louisiana's  subtropical  conditions.  This 
makes  the  newly  mineralized  nitrogen 
vulnerable  to  leaching,  denitrification  or 


incorporation  into  the  soil  organic  pool 
before  it  can  be  fully  utilized  by  plant 
cane  the  following  spring  and  during 
the  grand  growth  stage.  However,  rapid 
release  of  nitrogen  from  decomposing 
soybean  residue  should  satisfy  the  nitro- 
gen requirement  for  fall  growth  and 
eliminate  the  need  for  fall-applied  nitro- 
gen fertilizer  at  planting. 

The  failure  of  cane  to  differentially 
respond  to  either  potentially  high  soil  ni- 
trogen (cane  receiving  nitrogen  from 
both  soybean  residue  and  commercial 
fertilizer)  or  potentially  low  soil  nitro- 
gen (unfertilized  cane  following  the  con- 
ventional fallow)  strongly  suggests  soil 
nitrogen  was  not  a  limiting  factor  for 
cane  growth  and  development.  Percent 
leaf  nitrogen  content  (data  not  shown) 
also  indicated  an  adequacy  of  nitrogen 
for  all  treatments.  Perhaps,  the  availabil- 
ity of  native  nitrogen  in  the  three  soils 
inhibited  nitrogen-fixation  of  the  soy- 
beans, thereby  discouraging  a  meaning- 
ful increase  in  the  total  amount  of  nitro- 
gen available  within  the  soil  profile  for 
use  by  cane.  This,  too,  would  have 
served  to  equalize  the  yield  potential  of 
the  fallow  and  green  manure  soybean 
treatments. 

In  all  three  experiments,  the  occur- 
rence of  acceptable  yields  for  unfertil- 
ized plant  cane  grown  after  a  conven- 
tional fallow  period  points  to  the  value 
of  the  fallow  period  to  rejuvenate  the 
soil  and  mineralize  soil  nitrogen,  which 
is  sometimes  sufficient  to  support  a 
plant  cane  crop.  Of  course,  this  is  not  to 
imply  or  recommend  that  plant  cane 
nitrogen  needs  can  always  be  met  solely 
by  native  soil  nitrogen  released  during 
fallowing.  Cane  planted  after  a  standard 
fallow  period  is  occasionally  insensitive 
to  fertilizer  inputs,  but  the  technology 
required  to  precisely  predict  this  is  not 
available. 
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T  A  B  L  E        1                                        1 

Soil  conditions, 

average  dry  matter  and  average  nitrogen  content  of  green 
manure  soybeans  for  three  studies. 

Soybean 

Soil  type 

Organic 
matter 

Dry  matter 
pounds/acre 

Nitrogen 

content 

pounds/acre 

Baldwin 

silty  clay 

loam 

2.91 

4,020 

120 

Patoutville 
silt  loam 

1.09 

6,945 

221 

Coteau 
silt  loam 

1.25 

7,736 

237 

1 

T  A 

B  L  E        2 

i 

Comparison  of  sugar  yield  of  cane 
conventional  fallow  and  soybeans  for 

;  following 
green  manure. 

Crop  rotation 
treatment 

Exp.  No.  1 
Average  of 
plant  cane 
1st  stubble 
2nd  stubble 

Exp.  No.  2 

(1)  Only 
1st  stubble 

Exp.  No.  3 
Average  of 
plant  cane 
1st  stubble 

Average 
of  six 
crops 

pounds  of  suj 

*ar  per  acre 

(2)  Unfertilized 
plant  cane 
after  fallow 

6,627 

6,980 

6,375 

6,602 

Fertilized 
plant  cane 
after  fallow 

6,456 

7,136 

6,219 

6,490 

(2)  Unfertilized 

plant  cane 

after  green 

manure 

6,273 

7,201 

5,975 

6,328 

Fertilized 

plant  cane 

after  green 

manure 

6,501 

7,001 

5,995 

6,416 

LSD  0.05 

NS 

NS 

NS 

NS 

(1)  The  plant  cane  crop  in  Experiment  No.  2  was  not  included  in  the  analysis  because 
of  suspected,  but  yet  undetermined,  nematode  damage  to  cane  following  soybeans. 

(2)  Stubble  crops  in  each  experiment  received  recommended  rates  of  nitrogen  fertilzer. 
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Made 

in 

Louisiana 


CAMEGO 


For  the 

Louisiana 

Sugar  Industry 


Cane  Combine  Harvester 


For  more 

details,  contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 

N.  10th  St.  &Coulon  Road 

400  S.  Canal  St. 

Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (504)  447-7285 

Phone  (318)  276-6314 

FAX  (504)  447-5735 

FAX  (318)  276-9827 
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Argent  €5^>  Bank 

FARM   EQUIPMENT   LOANS 


from 


8.50^ 


Thinking  about  replacing  some 
of  your  farm  equipment? 

ArgentBank  has  developed  a 
special  loan  program  to  provide 
sugarcane  farmers  from  Lafourche 
Assumption  and  Terrebonne 
Parishes  with  the  opportunity  to 
purchase  new  farm  equipment 
at  a  highly  competitive  interest 
rate. 

ArgentBank  can  finance  up  to  95% 
of  invoice  at  interest  rates  ranging 
from  8.50%  to  950%,  depending 
on  the  negotiated  terms  of  the  loan 
and  the  credit  qualifications  of  the 
farmer. 

For  more  information  on  this  new 
program,  contact  any  one  of  the 
following  ArgentBank  commercial 
lenders: 

Lafourche  Parish: 

Robert  Naquin  -  447-0556 
Assumption  Parish: 

Dan  Landry  -  369-1205 
Terrebonne  Parish: 

Tommy  Bourque  -  873-3706 


& 
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C  L  A  S  S  1  F  1  1 

-.  D  S 

WANTED: 

2-row  Cane  Loader.                  FOR  SALE:      1 989  CAMECO  S-30 

Call  Ray  Champagne 

4WD  Cane  Har- 

at (504)  532-3810. 

vester.  Call  (504) 
473-9544. 

FOR  SALE: 

SP-1300Broussard 

Cane  Loader  and  a                  FOR  SALE:     1066  Int'l  Low- 

Broussard  Single-row 

clearance;  1 570 

Harvester.  $65,000 

Case  Tractor;  18  yd. 

for  both.  Call  (504) 

Dunham  Dump; 

738-0406  after  6  p.m. 

Thomson  Single-row 
Harvester  (74 

FOR  SALE: 

CAMECO  SP-1 800 

model);  Int'l  485  Disc 

4WD  Loader. 

-19  ft.  Call  (318) 

Excellent  Condition. 

893-0531  or  (31 8) 

Call  (504)  545-2564 

276-9410. 

day  or  (504)  545- 

8429  night.                               FOR  SALE:      1 977  Thomson 

Harvester;  1984 

FOR  SALE: 

1986  S-32  CAMECO 

White  2-110  w/cab  & 

2-row  Harvester  with 

air;  JD  640  Disk 

a  CAT  3306  engine. 

Harrow.  Contact 

Contact  Ronald 

Harold  (Pounie) 

Hebertlnc.  at  (318) 

Callahan,  C  &  H 

276-9598  or  (318) 

Farms  at  (504)  446- 

276-5236. 

2395  after  6:00  p.m. 

FOR  SALE: 

1995  2-row  CAMECO               FOR  SALE:     2  Single-row 

Cutter,  738  hrs.,  JD 

Broussard  Harvest- 

engine and  all  new 

ers,  both  with  CAT 

features  included. 

Engine;  CAMECO 

Call  Brent  at  (504) 
473-6575  after  6  p.m. 

Self  Propelled  Field 
Loader  with  JD 
engine,  chain  piler;  2 
8'x20'  Tandem  Axle 

FOR  SALE: 

1992  CAMECO  S-30 

Planters  Aide.  Call 

Harvester  with  front 

(504)  937-0846  (day) 

wheel  assist,  large 

or  (504)  627-9577 

hydraulic  pump,  and 

(evening) 

live  gate.  $65,000; 

1990  CAMECO  SP 

1800  4x4  Loader  with 

football  piling, 

$30,000.  Call  (504) 

627-4053. 
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C  L  A  S  S  1  F  IE 

;  d  s 

FOR  SALE:     Broussard  Single-row               FOR  SALE:      1994  LaCane  2-row 

Harvester,  Good 

180°  Loader,  4WD,  12 

Condition  -  $30,000; 

Chain  Piler,  1,900  hrs., 

14  Cane  Wagons  - 

condition  -  $70,000. 

Bayou  Service  type, 

1984  CAMECO  S-32 

used  one  season,  full 

Harvester  with  cab  and 

manifold  mill  dump, 

$40,000.  Call  (318) 

14-ply  Road  Grader 

346-4987. 

type  tires  -  $7,000 

per  wagon.  Call                       F0R  SALE.     3  Automatic  Planters. 

Andras  Farm,  Inc.  at 

Prices  negotiable.  Call 

(504)446-1129. 

(504)  868-0852. 

FOR  SALE:      1994  CAMECO  S-30,               FOR  SALE:     2-row  Broussard  Cane 

1,000  hrs.,  double 

Cutter,  2-row  Broussard 

scroll,  C/A,  4WD, 

Cane  Loader;  3 

double  hydraulic 

Transloader  Wagons. 

pump  system, 

Call  (504)  638-3002. 

variable  speed  scroll 

V 

in  cab  control.  Asking 

$85,000.  Call  John                   F0R  SALE:      1 " 1  Case/lnt'l  71 30, 

Gay  at  (504)  687- 

with  front  wheel  drive, 

3683  or  Price  Gay  at 

PTO,  heavy  duty  steel 

(504)  638  6539. 

bumper  with  box,  3640 

hrs.,  still  under  warranty 

-$51,056;  1972 

FOR  SALE:     CAMECO  S-30  4x4 
Cab  &  Air -$45,000; 

Thompson  Cane  Cutter 
with  large  JD  engine 

3020  JD  Hi-Crop  with 

and  front  wheel  assist 

CAMECO  Loader  - 

$12,800;  1 974  JD  4020 

$5,000;  Roam  3-row 

Loader  with  attachment 

with  Off  Bars  and 

-  $9,350;  4  Davis  Cane 

fenders  -$6,500,  JD 

Carts -$14,600;  3 

3-row  -  new  blades  - 

Planter's  Aids  -  $3,975; 

$3,000;  40  Drott 

3-row  Tiller  with  3  pt. 

Backhoe  with  Cane 

hitch,  openers,  and 

Grabs  -  $8,000;  2 

extra  blades  -  $4,635; 

Field  Wagons  - 

3-row  Bottom  Plow  with 

$4,000  each;  21' 

3  pt.  hitch  and  gauge 

Field  Cultivator  - 

wheels -$750;  18' Flat 

$2,500.  Call  J.W 

Chopper  w/cylinder  - 

Hurdle  at  (504)  749- 

$925;  6'  Case  End  Row 

2892. 

Flat  Chopper -$150;  4 

ft.  Shredder  -  $350;  3- 

row  Packer  $400; 

Lilliston  Hoe  -  $325; 

Sub-soiler  -  $450.  Call 

Randy  Gonsoulin  at 

(318)365-0014. 
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THE  DIFFERENCE 

IS  NOW 
CRYSTAL  €£Efi( 

CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting  ^^  Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-7927       (504)  447-3776 
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Commercial  Members 

OF  THE 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 


Argent  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Assumption  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  398,  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CASE  IH 

P.  O.  Box  171818,  Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

Deere  &  Company 

John  Deere  Rd.,  Moline,  IL  61265 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier,  Suite  1300,  New  Orleans,  LA  70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

First  National  Bank  of  Lafayette 

P.  O.  Box  90F,  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108,  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 


Monsanto 

800  N.  Lindbergh  Blvd.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Pleasant  Hill  Auction  &  Realty 

115  V's  Lane,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  12014,  Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

Rohm  &  Haas 

205  Vivian  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Scott  Construction  Equipment 

P.  O.  Box  340,  Broussard,  LA  70518 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Tri-State  Delta  Chemicals 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 
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POCKET  AN  EXTRA  $183/A. 

Talk  about  your  high-paying  investments:  an  early-post  application  of  ASULOX®  brand 
herbicide  can  earn  you  an  extra  $183/A.  Better  yet,  a  sequential  application  can  add 
$220/A  to  your  bottom  line.  Sound  too  good  to  be  true?  In  Johnsongrass  trials  at  LSU, 
a  single  application  of  ASULOX®  increased  yields  by  more  than  50%.  So  if  your  looking  to 
grow  more  than  just  sugarcane,  turn  to  the  broad-spectrum  grass  control  of  ASULOX? 

ASULOX' 

B    R   A    N    D        H    K    R    $*    I    €    I    D    E 

(iP  RHONE-POULENC  Rh6nc-PouIcnc  Ag  Company,  2  T.W.  Alexander  Drive,  Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709. 

For  additional  product  information,  please  call  1-800-334-9745.  As  with  any  crop  protection  chemical,  always  read  and 
follow  label  instructions.  ASULOX  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Rhone-Poulenc.  ©  1997  Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Company. 
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Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

announces  the 
NEXT  GENERATION  OF  LANDFORMING 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane  has  gone  one  step  beyond  the  conventional 
method  of  surveying,  designing  and  land  leveling.  Spectra-Physics 
Laserplane  has  developed  the  GeoStar  Landforming  Control  System 
which  is  the  worlds  only  GPS  (Global  Positioning  System)  based 
Automatic  Surveying  and  Earthmoving  Control  System  designed  to 
speed  up  the  surveying,  designing  and  landforming  process. 

GeoStar  eliminates:  Flagging;  Gridding;  Writing  down  elevation 
readings;  Keypunching  data  into  a  computer,  etc. 

GeoStar  automatically  records  and  stores  the  elevation  and  the 
corresponding  position  thus  giving  you  a  3-D  representation  of  the 
field.  These  data  points  are  recorded  at  a  rate  of  "once  per  second".  This 
gives  you  numerous  elevation  readings  that  you  would  normally  not 
have  with  a  grid  system.  GeoStar  uses  random  surveying,  a  method  not 
normally  used  in  landforming,  to  survey  the  field.  Random  surveying 
allows  you  to  survey  any  point  in  the  field  without  having  to  follow 
any  set  path.  Any  extreme  variations  in  landscape  that  would  normally 
be  missed  with  a  grid  system  can  be  represented  with  random 
surveying. 

Multi-Plane,  a  Windows  based  graphical  design  computer  program, 
takes  the  stored  survey  data  and  allows  the  user  to  create  multiple 
plane  designs  that  were  never  before  possible  with  other  programs.  You 
can  reduce  yardage  totals  and  save  valuable  top-soil  by  creating 
designs  that  match  the  natural  surface  of  your  field.  Multi-Plane  allows 
the  user  to  look  at  the  existing  3-D  view  and  the  proposed  3-D  view, 
meaning  you  can  see  what  your  newly  designed  field  will  look  like 
before  you  start  the  landforming  process 

GeoStar  then  allows  you  to  put  the  design  into  the  control  box  of  your 
landforming  equipment  to  automatically  indicate  and  control  the  cuts, 
fills  and  the  separation  of  fields.  GeoStar  will  display  all  this 
information  for  you  on  the  control  box. 


GeoStar  Surveying      Multi-Plane  Design  Geo-Star  Landforming 

For  a  free  demo,  contact:  Randy  George  or  Mike  Tyson 

(318)  728-6431 
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Daniels  W.  Duplantis,  Sr. 
38th  Chairman  of  the  Board 


Mr.  Duplantis  is  a  native  of 
Raceland,  and  a  graduate  of  Holy  Sav- 
ior Catholic  High  School.  He  received 
a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in 
Agronomy  from  Nicholls  State  Univer- 
sity. 

He  has  been  employed  by  Raceland 
Raw  Sugar  Corp.,  formerly  Raceland 
Sugars,  Inc.  since  1970,  serving  as  As- 
sistant Field  Manager,  Field  Manager, 
Division  Manager  and  now  Executive 
Vice-President  &  General  Manager,  a 
position  which  he  has  held  since  1983. 

Mr.  Duplantis  is  presently  a  Board 
Member  of  Bank  One-South  Louisiana 
Region,  and  a  Board  Member  and  Vice 
President  of  the  North  Lafourche 
Levee  and  Conservation  District.  He 


was  King  Sucrose  LIV  for  the  Louisi- 
ana Sugar  Cane  Festival  and  Fair  As- 
sociation. He  is  also  a  parishioner  of 
St.  Hilary  Catholic  Church. 

His  maternal  grandfather,  Thomas 
Beary,  was  a  plantation  and  mill 
owner  and  partner  with  Chief  Justice 
Edward  Douglas  White  in  the  1900  era. 
While  his  paternal  grandfather, 
Wallace  Duplantis,  was  the  First  Chief 
Engineer  of  the  South  Coast  Corpora- 
tion during  the  1920  era. 

Mr.  Duplantis  is  married  to  the 
former  Loretta  Breaux.  They  are  the 
parents  of  six  children,  Dan  Jr., 
Miriam,  Michael,  Rachel,  Scott  and 
James.  He  enjoys  hunting,  fishing  and 
cooking. 
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Wanted:  p  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  -  rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 
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OUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

WORKERS  COMPENSATION  SELF  INSURERS  FUND 
COMPETITIVE  WORKERS  COMP  COVERAGE 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Cane! 

Call  (800t  349-3440  for  a  quote 


Your  Trust  is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution  is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified  and 

dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  PCA,  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


First  South  PCA 

A 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  US  a  Call!  Patsy  Champagne 

(318)364-0217  New  Iberia 


Donna  Thibodeaux 

New  Iberia 


UP        FRONT       WITH        THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Visitations  -  Lake  Charles  Project  -Efficiencies 


Last  month  I  had  the  opportunity 
to  visit  several  of  the  mills' 
grower  meetings,  a  few  of  the 
LSU  Extension  grower  meetings,  and  to 
visit  with  and  speak  to  the  new  growers 
attending  a  short  course  in  Lake 
Charles.  Needless  to  say,  last  month  was 
an  enjoyable  month  in  that  I  had  an  op- 
portunity to  be  out  and  visit  with  grow- 
ers, the  lifeblood  of  this  industry. 

One  of  the  meetings  that  I  attended 
was  the  LASUCA  Co-op  meeting  that 
was  held  in  Parks,  La.  As  many  of  you 
may  know,  the  board  of  LASUCA  (St. 
Martin  and  Breaux  Bridge  Coopera- 
tives) merged  four  years  ago  to  form  a 
single  co-op.  Since  that  time  the  board 
has  wrestled  with  the  "politics"  of  merg- 
ing the  operations  into  one  mill.  I  used 
the  word  politics  for  lack  of  a  better 
word  that  could  have  described  why 
these  two  entities  had  not  been  put  to- 
gether as  one,  with  one  mill  grinding  the 
entire  crop,  sooner.  Regardless,  the 
board  of  directors  of  LASUCA  recently 
committed  to  combining  the  two  mills 
into  one.  Breaux  Bridge  is  to  grind  only 
one  more  season  (1997)  and  the  St.  Mar- 
tin mill  will  be  readied  for  acceptance  of 
the  entire  1998  crop.  Having  come  from 
a  family  with  roots  in  St.  Martin  Parish, 
having  relatives  who  are  still  residence 
of  St.  Martin  Parish,  having  been  in- 
volved in  politics  on  a  statewide  level, 
and  just  generally  understanding  some 
of  St.  Martin  Parishes  idiosyncrasies,  I 
think  it  is  highly  commendable  that  this 
group  of  growers  realized  the  impor- 
tance of  consolidation.  The  one  ultimate 
factor  that  is  key  to  accomplishing  the 
difficult  task  is  dollars.  To  be  more  con- 


cise, dollars  in  the  pocket  of  the  growers! 
My  hat  goes  off  to  you,  the  board 
of  directors,  the  management,  and  last 
but  not  least,  all  the  growers  of 
LASUCA.  You  are  moving  in  the  right 
direction  to  position  yourself  to  be  com- 
petitive into  the  next  millennium.  You 
have  stepped  up  to  the  plate,  so  to  speak. 
Don't  step  back!  You  are  headed  in  the 
right  direction;  the  direction  of  which 
others  will  replicate.  My  only  concern 
for  the  Louisiana  industry  is  time.  Not 
how  much  we  may  have  of  it,  but  rather, 
how  little. 

Lake  Charles  Project 

While  in  Lake  Charles,  during  the 
past  month,  I  had  the  opportunity  to 
visit  with  some  bankers,  landlords  and  a 
number  of  growers  and  others  who  are 
involved  in  the  Lake  Charles  project. 
One  of  the  things  that  has  surfaced  is 
that  some  of  the  local  people  in  south- 
west Louisiana,  for  some  reason,  do  not 
appear  to  be  receptive  to  having  sugar- 
cane grown  in  that  area.  I  find  it  quite 
ironic  that  with  the  vast  amount  of  land 
that  is  growing  into  weed  and  willow 
that  some  people  would  be  attempting 
to  throw  up  obstacles  to  keep  sugarcane 
from  developing  as  a  second  crop.  For 
all  the  years  that  LSU  Extension  has 
been  in  business,  one  of  their  main 
thrusts  has  been  an  attempt  to  help  di- 
versify the  rural  areas;  to  help  shore  up 
rural  economies  by  encouraging  diversi- 
fication. Whether  it  was  in  alternative 
crops,  tourism,  or  any  other  form  of  eco- 
nomic development,  rural  areas  have 
been  programmed  to  diversify,  when 
possible,  for  economic  stability.  The 


same  people  that  have  worked  side-by- 
side  for  the  betterment  of  their  commu- 
nities are  some  of  the  same  people  who 
now  "fear"  that  the  sugar  industry  will 
change  southwest  Louisiana.  Change, 
in  what  way?  I  don't  know.  It  is  my  hope 
that  these  people  will  understand  that 
diversification  is  good.  Having  an  alter- 
native crop  is  desirous  by  progressive 
farmers,  business  people  and  politicians. 
The  fear  of  change  is  always  worst  than 
the  change  itself.  If  some  of  this  unused 
land  can  be  put  to  profitable  use,  than 
the  only  thing  that  should  happen  in 
southwest  Louisiana  should  be  a  good, 
positive,  economic  boost. 

Efficiencies 

As  I  noted  earlier,  I  spoke  at  several 
Ag  Extension  grower  meetings  discuss- 
ing the  need  for  efficiencies  not  only  on 
the  processor's  side,  but  also  on  the 
grower's  side.  At  one  particular  meet- 
ing, after  my  presentation,  a  grower  in- 
quired as  to  whether  he  should  buy  a 
combine  or  stay  with  a  traditional  two- 
row  harvesting  system.  At  that  point  in 
time,  I  realized  that  my  message  was 
not  getting  through.  As  I  mentioned  in 
previous  articles  and  speeches,  status 
quo  "no  longer  lives  here." 

In  that  particular  instance,  instead  of 
discussing  the  pros  and  cons  of  rom- 
bines  vs.  two-row  harvest  system,  the 
discussion  should  have  been  about  co- 
operative harvesting  endeavors,  con- 
tract harvesting  or  new  and  different 
ideas;  rather  than,  what  should  I  buy?  If 
you  analyze  the  Louisiana  industry,  par- 
ticularly the  amount  of  equipment  that 
is  out  there,  you  will  probably  find  that 
there  is  adequate  harvesting  equipment 
in  Louisiana  to  harvest  the  sugarcane 
crops  in  not  only  Louisiana,  but  Florida, 
Texas,  Hawaii  and  possibly  several  Car- 
ibbean islands.  That's  not  efficiency! 
Then  too,  you  must  decide  your  future. 
No  one  else  can. 

I  had  the  opportunity  to  visit  with  an 


Australian  grower  in  the  latter  part  of 
February.  It  was  quite  interesting  to 
speak  with  this  individual  about  his 
farming  operation.  He  is  for  all  practical 
purposes  a  "grower."  This  particular 
farmer  contracts  his  planting  operations 
as  well  as  his  harvesting  operations.  He 
farms  approximately  700-plus  acres  of 
sugarcane  land  in  Australia.  He  owns 
four  tractors,  not  including  a  tractor  that 
is  rigged  for  spraying.  I  realize  that  we 
are  operating  in  many  of  the  traditional 
ways  that  we  have  for  eons;  but,  I  still 
cannot  over  emphasize  the  need  to  ex- 
plore (and  not  just  give  lip  service  to) 
new,  different  and  sometimes  innova- 
tive ways  of  running  our  operations.  We 
are  at  a  junction  in  history  where  just 
being  a  good  farmer  is  not  sufficient.  It  is 
necessary  to  be  a  good  farmer,  informed, 
progressive,  and  last  but  not  least,  a 
good  business  person.  Decisions  have  to 
be  made  based  on  dollars  and  cents  and 
not  what's  the  easiest  way  around  the 
problem  for  that  short  term. 

One  of  the  positive  things  I  see  com- 
ing from  the  Lake  Charles  project  is  an 
attempt  by  those  growers  to  form  a 
planting  and  harvesting  cooperative. 
This  is  not  a  new  idea.  It  is  only  a  con- 
cept that  we  in  the  Louisiana  industry 
seem  to  automatically  eliminate  from 
our  list  of  options.  Because  of  tradition 
(that's  the  way  we  have  always  done  it), 
insecurity,  I'm  afraid  "I"  might  get  the 
short  end  of  the  deal,  I  will  lose  my  inde- 
pendence, and  other  reasons,  we  have 
not  seriously  explored  these  concepts 
that  work  everywhere  else  in  the  world. 
I  know  Louisiana  is  different,  but  not 
totally  different.  However,  in  the  eyes  of 
nervous  bankers  who  have  not  dealt 
with  sugarcane  before,  it  provides  them 
with  a  little  "comfort  room"  because 
each  grower  will  not  have  to  indebt 
themselves  immediately  for  equipment 
that  could  cost  as  much  as  $500,000.  Just 
the  interest  saved  by  each  grower  is 
profit  -  money  in  his  or  her  pocket. 


Bayou  Service  Co.  loo 


Edward  Pommier 
(318)229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
(318)229-8136 


Kane  Karts  and  Planters  Aids 
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Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.        Loreauvilley  1A        (318)  229-6415 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

^*x 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

(@fc\ 

Saturday 

General  ^Igy    Electric 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Authorized  Dealer 

Thibodaux 

Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1  -800-256-1 269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)  447-2696 


FOR 


ea/fy  vttgeps 
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Genesis  70  series  tractors  from  New  Holland  •  145  to  210  PTO 
horsepower  •  Advanced  state  of  the  art  powershift  transmission 

Ask  about  our  special  sale  on  our  rental  fleet  tractors  •  Priced  to 
move  with  warranties  •  Trade-ins  welcomed  •  Financing  available 

M&L  Industries,  Inc. 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  La.  70360 
(504)  876-2280  •  (800)  969-0068 


Broussard 

Baton  Rouge 

3811  Hwy.  90  East 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 

(318)  837-2763 

(504)  355-7716 

(800)  960-0067 

(800)  960-0069 
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WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


USDA's  Barry  Reports  Broad  Reform  to  U.S.  Sugar  Policy 


Robert  Barry,  a  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  official  re- 
sponsible for  administering  the 
U.S.  sugar  program,  cited  significant 
changes  to  the  U.S.  sugar  program  in  a 
speech  made  at  the  Department's  An- 
nual Agricultural  Outlook  Forum,  ac- 
cording to  an  American  Sugar  Alliance 
press  release.  Speaking  to  a  diverse 
group  of  journalists,  government  offi- 
cials, various  policy  observers,  as  well  as 
members  of  the  sugar  industry,  Barry 
reported  that  the  1996  farm  bill  "made 
significant  changes  to  the  U.S.  sugar 
program,  lowering  support  levels,  re- 
ducing government  involvement,  and 
putting  sugar  producers  and  processors 
on  a  higher  risk,  more  market-oriented 
position/7 

When  asked  by  a  member  of  the  au- 
dience to  compare  sugar  policy  under 
current  farm  law  to  the  1990  farm  bill, 
Barry  responded  "the  difference  is  like 
night  and  day.  The  elimination  of  mar- 
keting allotments,  in  particular,  has  un- 
burdened us  enormously.  There  isn't  all 
that  much  to  administer  anymore/' 
Barry  also  cited  the  greater  financial 
burdens  placed  on  the  farmer.  He 
pointed  to  increased  marketing  assess- 
ments and  higher  costs  for  loans  from 
the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation. 

Stocks-to-Use  Ratio  Falls  Below  15.5 
percent  -  USDA  Allocates  Planned 
Tranche 

The  USDA  has  released  its  March 
WASDE  report  and  calculates  the 
stocks-to-use  ratio  to  have  fallen  to  14 


percent,  well  below  the  15.5  percent  trig- 
ger. As  planned,  the  USDA  will  allocate 
220,462  short  tons,  raw  value,  of  the  tar- 
iff-rate quota,  to  the  traditional  suppli- 
ers. The  USDA  currently  projects  sugar 
stocks  at  the  end  of  1996-97  to  be  1.41 
million  short  tons,  raw  value.  Sugar  pro- 
duction fell  55,000  tons  to  a  projection  of 
3,235,000  tons,  down  from  last  month's 
total  of  3,290,000  tons.  All  of  the  55,000 
ton  drop  was  due  to  freeze  damage  in 
Florida.  Cane  sugar  processing  in  Texas 
was  finished  by  February  with  produc- 
tion totaling  about  90,000  tons.  Louisi- 
ana production  estimates  remained  at 
1,045,000  tons.  The  next  planned  alloca- 
tion under  the  TRQ  will  be  following 
release  of  the  May  WASDE  report. 

USDA  Releases  Biannual  Report  on 
FY  97  Sugar  Program 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Dan 
Glickman  has  submitted  the  first  of  two 
evaluations  to  Congress  on  the  sugar 
program,  pursuant  to  a  directive  in  the 
language  in  the  Conference  Report  of 
the  1997  Agriculture,  Rural  Develop- 
ment, Food  and  Drug  Administration, 
and  Related  Agencies  Appropriations 
Act.  The  Conference  Report  directs  the 
Secretary  to  report  twice  during  the  fis- 
cal year  1997  as  to  whether  the  prices  of 
raw  cane  and  beet  sugar  are  sufficient  to 
prevent  forfeitures,  and  that  the  stocks- 
to-use  ratio  is  sufficient  to  ensure  stable 
and  adequate  supplies  to  consumers 
and  refiners  with  consideration  of  its 
impact  on  growers,  producers  and  us- 
ers. 


In  short,  the  biannual  evaluation  is  a 
recap  of  the  course  of  the  stocks-to-use 
ratio  over  the  last  six  months  as  reported 
in  the  monthly  WASDE  releases.  Secre- 
tary Glickman  recounted  the  develop- 
ment of  throughput  ratios  since  last  Sep- 
tember and  indicated  that  "stable  and 
adequate  supplies  of  refined  sugar  for 
consumers  continue  to  be  ensured/'  He 
added  that  the  "projected  market  prices 
of  sugar  do  not  exceed  the  forfeiture 
price  levels  by  amounts  in  excess  of 
those  needed  to  protect  CCC  against 
forfeitures  under  the  loan  program/' 
Secretary  Glickman  indicated  that  the 
current  program  is  running  as  planned. 
"The  current  stock  level  does  not  mate- 
rially change  USDA's  September  conclu- 
sions regarding  the  FY  1997  sugar 
program's  impacts  on  effected  parties." 
The  evaluation  noted  that  the  most  re- 
cent forecasts  show  that  refiners  should 
have  about  the  same  supply  of  raw  cane 
sugar  available  in  the  upcoming  year  as 
last  year.  Secretary  Glickman  concluded 
that  "because  of  the  new  TRQ  manage- 
ment formula,  the  supply  of  raw  cane 
sugar  is  expected  to  be  steadier  and 
more  certain." 

Canada  To  Press  Ahead  With 
Challenge  to  U.S.  Re-Export  Program 

Canada  continues  to  stew  over  the 
U.S.  Sugar-Containing  Products  Re-Ex- 
port Program,  and  plans  to  lodge  a  for- 
mal complaint  against  the  United  States 
under  NAFTA's  Chapter  20  dispute 
settlement  provisions  unless  the  pro- 
gram is  discontinued,  according  to  pub- 
lished reports  recently.  Canada  main- 
tains that  the  United  States  had  earlier 
agreed  under  NAFTA  to  cease  applying 
the  SCP  Re-Export  Program  on  exports 
to  Canada  no  later  than  Jan.  1, 1996.  Ca- 
nadian Agriculture  Minister  Ralph 
Goodale  was  quoted  as  saying  that  a 
failure  to  resolve  the  problem  now  could 


eventually  lead  to  a  dissolution  of  vari- 
ous NAFTA  drawback  commitments. 

However,  other  Canadian  officials 
have  said  that  a  mutually  beneficial  so- 
lution may  exist.  Such  a  scenario  might 
entail  allowing  access  for  Canadian 
sugar  exports  in  exchange  for  a  contin- 
ued operation  of  the  SCP  Re-Export  Pro- 
gram. Canada  apparently  wants  to  have 
country-specific  access  to  the  United 
States'  refined  sugar  quota.  Hanging 
over  deliberations  on  the  issue  is  a  recent 
NAFTA  Chapter  20  ruling  that  upheld 
the  right  of  Canada  to  apply  World 
Trade  Organization  agricultural  TRQ's 
to  bilateral  U.S.  exports  to  Canada  of 
dairy  and  poultry  products.  Theoreti- 
cally, the  ruling  would  also  preserve  the 
same  right  to  the  United  States  for  its 
commodities  such  as  sugar. 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 

Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 

(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 

Shop  (318)  585-2437 
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CLEAR  THE  WAY 
FOR  SUGARCANE. 

Sugarcane  growers  count  on  the  proven 
performance  of  PROWL®  herbicide  for  the 
control  of  key  broadleaf  weeds  and  tough 
grasses,  like  itchgrass,  browntop  panicum 
and  seedling  johnsongrass. 

PROWL  also  gives  sugarcane  growers  extra 
application  flexibility  and  the  value  they  need. 
You  can  even  tank  mix  PROWL  with  other 
registered  herbicides. 

So  clear  the  way  for  sugarcane  with  the 
proven  performance  of  PROWL.  For  more  infor- 
mation, see  your  Cyanamid  AgriCenter™  dealer. 


PRtfWL 


http  ://www.  cyanamid .  com 

Trademarks,  American  Cyanamid  Company  ©1996. 
Always  follow  label  directions. 
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Argent  <^^  Bank 

FARM    EQUIPMENT   LOANS 


from 


8.50°/< 

to 

9.50°/ 
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Thinking  about  replacing  some 
of  your farm  equipment? 

ArgentBank  has  developed  a 
special  loan  program  to  provide 
sugarcane  farmers   from  Lafourche 
Assumption  and  Terrebonne 
Parishes  with  the  opportunity  to 
purchase  new  farm  equipment 
at  a  highly  competitive  interest 
rate. 

ArgentBank  can  finance  up  to  95% 
of  invoice  at  interest  rates  ranging 
from  850%  to  950%,  depending 
on  the  negotiated  terms  of  the  loan 
and  the  credit  qualifications  of  the 
farmer. 

For  more  information  on  this  new 
program,  contact  any  one  of  the 
following  ArgentBank  commercial 
lenders: 

Lafourche  Parish: 

Robert  Naquin  -  447-0556 
Assumption  Parish: 

Dan  Landry  -  369-1205 
Terrebonne  Parish: 

Tommy  Bourque  -  873-3706 
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FARM       NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

Spring  Shoot  Questions  About  LCP  85-384  - 
Fertilization  and  Weed  Control  -  Death  of  Dr.  Hebert 


Numerous  calls  are  arriving  in 
the  League  office  from  growers 
and  others  concerning  spring 
stands  of  LCP  85-384.  It  would  appear 
from  preliminary  observations  by 
League  agronomists  and  others  that 
some  fields  sprayed  with  Polado  last  fall 
are  demonstrating  unique  symptoms 
this  spring.  These  symptoms  are  easily 
seen  as  white  shoots  which  appear  to  be 
somewhat  stunted.  Sometimes  fields 
have  a  large  number  of  these  white 
shoots  and  they  can  have  a  pinkish  tint. 
Although  these  exact  symptoms  have 
not  been  seen  to  as  large  an  extent  prior 
to  this  year,  similar  concerns  have  been 
noted  before.  Not  all  Polado-treated 
fields  of  LCP  85  384  are  affected. 

While  other  varieties  have  exhibited 
similar  symptoms,  of  extra  concern  with 
LCP  85-384  is  the  fact  that  many  growers 
use  Polado  extensively  on  it  in  an  at- 
tempt to  improve  the  variety's 
harvestability.  This  extraordinary  usage 
of  Polado  on  this  variety  may  make 
symptoms  such  as  the  ones  described 
more  noticeable  and  thus,  cause  more 
concern  from  growers. 

Generally,  stunted  shoots  of  LCP  85- 
384  have  always  grown  out  of  the  slow 
start  in  fields  treated  with  Polado  in  the 
prior  year.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe 
that  LCP  85-384  won't  grow  through  this 
problem  this  spring.  However,  observa- 
tions should  be  recorded  in  an  attempt 
to  find  why  Polado  treated  LCP  85-384  is 
affected  more  in  some  years  than  in  oth- 
ers. Polado  rates,  water  rates,  time  inter- 
val between  treatment  and  harvest,  crop 
and  other  factors  may  have  some  bear- 


ing on  the  degree  of  impact  seen  in  the 
spring.  Perhaps,  there  may  be  some  way 
to  diminish  the  impact  Polado  has  on 
this  variety  in  future  years. 

Fertilization  and  Weed  Control 

Recommendations  concerning  both 
fertilizer  application  as  well  as  spring 
application  of  herbicides  can  be  ob- 
tained from  your  county  agent's  office. 
These  recommendations  are  based  on 
years  of  research  by  scientists  in  Louisi- 
ana and  should  be  the  basis  of  applica- 
tions this  spring.  Rates  of  various  mate- 
rials, timing  of  applications,  and  other 
important  factors  are  crucial  to  obtain- 
ing not  only  maximum  yields,  but  more 
importantly,  the  highest  economic  yield. 
All  grower  activities  should  be  based  on 
achieving  the  highest  economic  yield 
which  includes  not  only  high  productiv- 
ity of  sugar  per  acre,  but  also,  lowest 
input  costs.  Following  the  recommenda- 
tions put  forward  by  the  Louisiana  Co- 
operative Extension  Service  are  a  good 
bet  toward  achieving  the  highest  eco- 
nomic yield. 

Death  of  Dr.  Leo  Hebert 

The  sugar  industry  is  saddened  to 
report  that  a  former  scientist,  Dr.  Leo  P. 
Hebert,  has  recently  passed  away.  Dr. 
Hebert  who  worked  in  Louisiana  at  the 
USDA  laboratory  in  Houma  and  then 
later  worked  at  the  USDA  laboratory  in 
Canal  Point,  Fla.,  died  on  Friday,  Feb. 
21,1997.  Dr.  Hebert's  name  can  be  found 
on  numerous  papers  in  the  Sugar  Bulle- 
tin and  many  other  publications  during 
the  1940s,  50s  and  60s. 
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Dr.  Leo  Hebert  was  born  on  Oct. 
4,1913  in  Acadia  Parish  near  Church 
Point,  La.  He  received  his  B.S.  degree 
from  Southwestern  Louisiana  Institute 
(now  University  of  Southwestern  Loui- 
siana) and  his  M.S.  and  Ph.D.  degrees 
from  Louisiana  State  University.  He  was 
first  employed  by  the  Soil  Conversation 
Service  where  he  worked  in  Minden,  La. 
from  1938  to  1940.  He  then  began  his 
lengthy  USDA  sugarcane  career  in 
Houma  in  1940  and  continued  there 
until  1963.  He  transferred  to  Canal  Point 
in  1963  and  worked  there  until  his  retire- 
ment in  1973  where  he  served  as  Super- 
intendent. Dr.  Hebert  had  a  total  of  129 
publications.  One  of  his  significant  ac- 
complishments included  construction  of 
many  of  the  greenhouses  and  adminis- 
tration building  that  are  so  important  to 
the  work  in  Canal  Point.  Upon  retire- 
ment, he  settled  in  LaBelle,  Fla. 

Dr.  Hebert  was  active  in  both  the 


American  Sugar  Cane  League  and 
Florida  Sugar  Cane  League,  as  well  as 
the  American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists. 

Dr.  Hebert  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Rotary  Club,  Our  Lady  Queen  of 
Heaven  Catholic  Church  in  LaBelle,  and 
the  Caloosa  Valley  Historical  Society  in 
Hendry  County,  Fla.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  USL  Alumni  and  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  where  he  received 
numerous  awards. 

He  was  preceded  in  death  by  his 
wife,  Ethel  T.  Hebert  and  granddaughter 
Elizabeth  Hebert.  He  is  survived  by  sons 
Leo  Hebert  Jr.  of  Thibodaux,  La.,  and 
John  R.  Hebert  of  Burke,  Va.,  along  with 
nine  grandchildren. 

Dr.  Hebert  was  well  respected  for  his 
outstanding  research  efforts  in  not  only 
Louisiana  and  Florida  but  in  numerous 
other  sugar  industries.  He  will  be  sadly 
missed  by  his  family  and  many  friends. 
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Delta  Chemicals 


Thibodaux,  La. 
(504)  447-4081 

New  Roads,  La. 
(504)638-8343 


Jeanerette,  La. 
(318)276-5051 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(504)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 


Long  Pest 
Management,  Inc. 

Insect,  Weed  &  Disease  Management 

Soil  Testing  &  Fertilizer  Management 

Record  Keeping  &  Crop  Management  Services 

Henry  Long,  Ph.D.,  Senior  Consultant 

Dan  Long,  Assistant  Consultant 

Stephanie  Borne,  Technician 

J.  Pontif  &  L.  Guillot,  Scouts 

P.  0.  Box  1193, 720  Hwy.  308,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  446-3520  (office)  (504)  449-61 70  (mobile) 


For  efficiency  &  accuracy  in 

precision  grading, 
consider  the  purchase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 

•  Shorten  your  completion  time 

•  Reduce  man-hours  per  project 

•  Easy  to  operate 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

contact 
ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  Box  317 

St.  James,  LA  70086 

(504)  265-8348 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


Sean  M.  Prados 

1997  Regular  Session 


The  1997  Regular  Session  began 
March  31  and  is  scheduled  to  go 
no  later  than  June  23.  Because  it  is 
an  odd-numbered  year,  the  Legislature 
can  address  any  issue  other  than  tax  is- 
sues as  defined  by  the  Constitution. 
With  that  in  mind,  we  are  expecting  to 
see  4,000  to  5,000  bills  filed. 

Some  of  the  heavily  debated  issues 
will  include  decreasing  the  Medicaid 
budget,  environmental  quality,  gover- 
nance of  the  charity  hospitals  and  vari- 
ous insurance  policies  including  Per- 
sonal Injury  Protection. 

State  officials  recently  learned  that  a 
second-year  federal  reprieve  for  Medic- 
aid is  highly  unlikely.  Gov.  Foster  has 
proposed  a  solution  which  would  elimi- 
nate the  state's  reliance  on  federal  assis- 
tance for  the  future.  The  reasoning  is 
that  the  state  will  now  have  a  more  pre- 
dictable budget;  moreover,  the  state  will 
not  be  held  "hostage"  by  federal  policy 
makers. 

Environmental  legislation  will  likely 
be  similar  to  years  past.  Environmental- 
ists may  again  target  business  and  in- 
dustry to  regulate  hazardous  materials 
and  pollutants.  We'll  keep  a  close  eye  on 
any  attempts  which  affect  our  industry. 

A  major  piece  of  health  care  legisla- 
tion will  focus  on  the  transference  of 
management  for  the  charity  hospitals 
from  the  Louisiana  Health  Care  Author- 
ity to  Louisiana  State  University  Medi- 
cal Center.  As  you  may  know,  charity 
hospitals  provide  a  great  deal  of  health 
services  for  people  with  no  health  insur- 
ance. The  administration  and  some  leg- 
islators have  indicated  a  concern  over 


LHCA's  ability  to  manage  charity  hospi- 
tals both  effectively  and  efficiently.  The 
Administration  believes  that  the 
LSUMC  will  do  a  better  job  of  managing 
the  medical  services  provided  to  many 
citizens  of  this  state. 

Health  insurance  issues  will  include 
policy  decisions  which  could  affect  man- 
aged care  and  indemnity  alike.  Man- 
aged care  is  responsible  for  decreasing 
premiums  for  business  and  industry 
throughout  the  nation.  Most  business 
groups  will  obviously  support  efforts  to 
keep  it  that  way  The  Department  of  In- 
surance will  also  attempt  to  align  state 
insurance  laws  with  recent  changes  to 
federal  laws.  This  includes  provision 
such  as  portability  (i.e.  preserving  an 
individual's  eligibility  for  coverage 
when  changing  jobs)  and  access. 

Another  insurance  issue  which  will 
be  heavily  debated  is  the  Governor's 
Personal  Injury  Protection  Act,  which 
has  been  reconstructed  from  last  year's 
No  Fault  bill.  This  effort  will  reduce  au- 
tomobile liability  insurance  rates,  cut  the 
cost  of  automobile  insurance  litigation, 
improve  coverage  for  the  injured  and 
maintain  the  right  to  sue  "in  tort"  in 
some  instances.  Insurance  Commis- 
sioner Jim  Brown  has  lifestyle  change 
ideas  which  are  a  lot  friendlier  to  the 
trial  attorneys  and  these  perspectives 
should  make  for  some  interesting  de- 
bate. 

We  anticipate  seeing  the  same  con- 
servative, business-oriented,  reform- 
minded  Legislature  convene  this  year. 
We  will  keep  you  informed  as  issues  af- 
fecting our  industry  develop. 
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Sugar  Factories  Announce  Merger 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  Dugas  & 
LeBlanc,  Ltd.  and  Savoie  Industries,  Inc. 
announced  jointly  that  they  have  placed 
their  respective  raw  sugar  factory  opera- 
tions into  a  new  company.  The  Westfield 
Raw  Sugar  Factory  and  the  Lula  Raw 
Sugar  Factory  will  operate  as  one  com- 
pany under  the  new  name,  Lula- 
Westfield,  L.L.C. 

The  joint  venture  was  approved  by 
over  98  percent  of  the  shareholders  of 
each  corporation.  Dugas  &  LeBlanc  Ltd. 
and  Savoie  Industries,  Inc.  will  continue 
to  retain  their  own  corporate  identities 
and  will  continue  to  manage  their  other 
assets. 

Dugas  &  LeBlanc,  Ltd.,  with  head- 
quarters in  Paincourtville,  La.  was  incor- 
porated in  1904  and  had  operated  as  a 
partnership  for  a  number  of  years  prior 
to  its  incorporation.  This  family  corpora- 
tion is  locally  owned  and  managed. 

Savoie  Industries,  Inc.  headquar- 


tered in  Belle  Rose,  La.  was  incorporated 
in  1975,  prior  to  that  time  it  had  been 
operated  by  the  Savoie  Family  since 
1936.  It  is  locally  owned  and  managed. 

These  two  raw  sugar  mills  processed 
more  than  1,040,000  tons  of  sugarcane 
during  the  1996  cane  harvest.  They 
made  more  than  203,000,000  pounds  of 
raw  sugar  and  5,900,000  gallons  of  black 
strap  molasses. 

The  company  named  Charles  R. 
LeBlanc,  Jr.,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Managers;  Michael  Daigle,  C.E.O.;  D.C. 
Mattingly,  C.F.O.  and  Charles  C.  Savoie, 
Jr.,  Clarence  J.  Daigle,  and  Chris 
Mattingly  as  Operations  Officers. 

The  officers  and  staff  of  Lula- 
Westfield,  L.L.C.  look  forward  to  con- 
tinuing the  high  quality  of  service  of- 
fered to  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry, 
and  pledge  to  work  to  make  the  Louisi- 
ana sugar  industry  the  most  efficient 
and  progressive  in  the  world. 


Quality  Industries,  Inc. 

Celebrating  50  Years  in  Business 


Since  1947 


118  West  Main  Street 
P.O.  Box  406 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 


imJdif  tNDti  rs  - 


(504)  447-4021 

FAX  (504)  447-9478 

1-800-447-8403 


Amphibious  Equipment  -  Drainage  Pumps 
Sugarcane  Equipment 


ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
G.E.C.  Inc. 

Cut-Chop  Cane  Processing  -  Environmental  Impact 


Sugarcane  industry  performance 
statistics  and  projections  dis- 
cussed at  recent  technology  con- 
ferences indicate  that  future  cane  crops 
in  Louisiana  will  be  larger,  and  most  of 
it  will  soon  be  combine  harvested.  Sugar 
mills  receiving  the  increasing  amounts 
of  cut-chop  cane  for  processing  had  to 
make  operational  and  mechanical  ad- 
justments to  handle  the  situation  and 
more  such  adjustments  will  be  needed. 
At  these  sugar  mills,  there  are  significant 
environmental  consequences  associated 
with  both  the  trend  and  the  adjustments 
needed  to  handle  the  situation. 

One  major  impact  area  of  the  cut- 
chop  cane  is  preparation  by  washing. 
Some  sugar  mill  operators  contend  that 
if  all  or  most  of  the  cane  received  is  cut- 
chop,  cane  washing  and  the  water  pollu- 
tion problems  associated  with  cane 
washing  can  be  eliminated.  However, 
mills  not  pre-washing  cane  will  need 
sufficient  juice  clarification,  filtration 
and  mud  handling  capability  to  handle 
an  increased  mud  load  in  processing. 
Also,  residue  Best  Management  Prac- 
tices plans  and  handling  facilities  will 
need  review  and  probably  improve- 
ments to  ascertain  that  additional  filter 
muds  can  be  stored,  handled  and  re- 
turned to  beneficial  uses  without  caus- 
ing any  nuisance  or  pollution  situation. 
Water  washing  of  cut-chop  cane  puts 
more  soluble  pollutants  (carbohydrates) 
into  the  used  wash  water  than  does 
washing  a  comparable  amount  of 
whole-stalk  cane.  This  is  mostly  because 
cut  chop  cane  has  several  times  as  many 


stalk  fractures  per  ton  as  does  whole 
stalk  cane,  and  the  pollutants  are 
washed  from  these  fractures.  Less  wash 
water  is  needed  to  clean  cut-chop  cane, 
and  using  less  water  reduces  sugar  loss 
incidental  to  cane  washing. 

Most  mills  will  probably  continue 
pre-washing  operations  even  if  most  or 
all  of  the  cane  received  is  combine  har- 
vested, but  much  less  cane  wash  water 
will  be  used  per  ton  of  cane  processed. 
This  reduced  volume  of  cane  wash  wa- 
ter will  contain  more  soluble  pollutants 
(BOD5),  but  the  amount  of  settleable 
mud  washed  away  will  be  less.  The 
good  news  is  there  will  be  less  wastewa- 
ter to  impound  and /or  treat  and  reuse. 
The  bad  news  is  the  additional  carbohy- 
drate (BOD5)  can  cause  new  or  aggra- 
vate existing  problems  associated  with 
anaerobic  decomposition  of  wastewater 
with  high  carbohydrate  content. 

The  consequences  of  anaerobiosis  in 
high  carbohydrate  content  cane  wash 
waters  was  discussed  in  more  detail  in 
the  August  1996  edition  of  The  Sugar 
Bulletin.  Briefly,  the  consequence  of  less 
cane  washing  wastewater  containing 
more  carbohydrates  would  be  more  or- 
ganic acid  production,  if  anaerobiosis  is 
not  interdicted,  causing  increased  odors 
and  retarded  waste  stabilization  rates. 

Another  impact  area  that  needs  con- 
sideration is  air  pollution  control  in  the 
cane  fields  and  at  the  mills.  USEPA 
seems  intractable  in  its  announced  in- 
tention to  promulgate  new  ambient  air 
standards  for  PM25  by  mid-1997.  This 
action  may  cause  an  early  prohibition  of 
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agricultural  and  forest  burning  (see 
January  1997  Sugar  Bulletin).  Much  of 
the  combine  harvested  cane  is  not  now 
being  burned,  and  has  a  higher  fiber 
content  per  ton  than  field  burned  cane. 
Delivery  of  the  extra  fiber  to  the  mills 
means  additional  bagasse  product  and 
less  air  pollution  and  nuisance  com- 
plaints attributable  to  field  burning.  A 
secondary  affect  of  the  additional  ba- 
gasse, if  burned  as  boiler  fuel  at  the 
mills,  would  be  an  increase  in  mill  air 
pollutant  emissions  possibly  necessitat- 
ing air  emissions  permit  revisions  and 
perhaps  new  or  improved  boiler  emis- 
sion control  systems. 

The  bottom  line  is  that  the  environ- 
mental impacts  associated  with  mills  re- 
ceiving additional  combine  harvested 
cane  for  processing  should  not  be  ig- 
nored. Unplanned  for  and  adverse  con- 
sequences could  be  embarrassing  and 
perhaps  costly. 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (3 1 8)  367-8233 


Sel  it  fast! 

Call  (504)  448-3707 

to  place 

your  classified  ad 

in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 
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Planning  on  Raising  Cane? 
We  Can  Help  You  Plan  for 
Tomorrow's  Success 


No  one  quite  understands  the  importance  of 
long-term  planning  better  than  the  Louisiana 
FARMER  of  the  '90s.  Today's  careful  planning  is 
the  key  to  tomorrow's  success.  That's  why  the 
Federal  Land  Bank  Association  offers  a  variety  of 
loan  options  for  your  long-term  credit  needs. 

The  Land  Bank  Association  is  a  reliable  source  of  agricultural 
credit  geared  to  meet  your  changing  financial  needs  in  the  '90s  ... 
just  as  we  have  for  75  years. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association  of  South  Louisiana 
~~™~  Port  Allen  Opelousas         (=% 

(504)  344-2691       (318)  942-1461 


LAND  BANK 


LENDER 

(E8half  10A>3) 
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Soybeans  in  Rotation 
With  Sugarcane  -  Part  II 

The  Influence  of  Harvested  Soybeans 
on  Sugarcane  Yield 


By  H.P.  "Sonny"  Viator 
The  following  is  a  continuation  of  the  article, 
"Soybeans  in  Rotation  with  Sugarcane/' 
which  appeared  in  last  month's  issue  of  The 
Sugar  Bulletin. 

Averaged  over  fertilizer  treat- 
ments, the  sugar  yields  after 
soybeans  harvested  as  a  cash 
crop  for  the  Baldwin  and  Coteau  soil 
series  experiments  were  6,368  and  6,792 
pounds  of  sugar  per  acre,  respectively. 
These  yields  are  statistically  similar  to 
the  other  crop  rotation  treatments  in  the 
two  studies.  Soil  and  plant  nitrogen  lev- 
els following  cash  soybeans  were  ap- 
proximately equal  to  the  nitrogen  levels 
following  a  conventional  fallow.  Just  as 
for  green  manure,  it  appeared  the  pro- 
duction of  cash  soybeans  during  the  fal- 
low period  did  not  adversely  affect  the 
subsequent  sugarcane  cycle  in  either  ex- 
periment. 

Other  Considerations  and 
Observations 

This  report  would  not  be  balanced 
without  a  discussion  of  the  problems 
encountered  with  soybeans  grown  in 
rotation  with  sugarcane.  Weak  stands 
of  plant  cane  following  green  manure 
soybeans  have  been  observed  occasion- 
ally. Most  often,  the  poor  stands  can  be 
attributed  to  obvious  causes  like  stalk 
rot,  cut  worms,  persistent  weeds  and 
possibly  nematodes.  Severely  thin 
stands  have  occurred  when  cane  was 
planted  immediately  after  soybean 
plow-down.  Compounds  released  dur- 


ing decomposition  of  soybean  residue 
are  believed  to  suppress  germination  of 
seed  cane.  Growers  should  be  cautioned 
to  delay  planting  as  long  as  feasible  after 
green  manure  plow-down  to  avoid 
stand  problems.  Another  significant 
concern  is  delayed  maturity  of  soybeans 
grown  as  a  cash  crop.  Physiologically 
distressed  soybean  plants,  which  remain 
green  beyond  the  normal  maturity  date, 
delay  timely  harvesting  and  subsequent 
planting  >f  sugarcane. 

Ironically,  a  principle  benefit  of  rota- 
tion with  a  legume  crop  was  not  realized 
in  the  experiments.  Nitrogen  fertilizer 
credit  for  spring  through  grand  growth 
could  not  be  assigned  to  soybeans.  The 
absence  of  fertilizer  value,  except  for  fall 
growth  after  planting,  for  soybeans 
should  not  serve  to  condemn  the  prac- 
tice of  planting  soybeans  during  the  fal- 
low period.  The  planting  of  cover  crops 
to  minimize  soil  removal  and  protect 
water  quality  on  erodible  land  is  a 
proven  and  accepted  agronomic  prac- 
tice. Other  benefits  and  merits  of  the 
utilization  of  soybeans  in  rotation  with 
sugarcane  include:  maintenance  of  soil 
organic  matter;  enhanced  soil  tilth;  op- 
portunity for  cash  flow  from  harvested 
soybeans;  and  the  control  of  weeds,  in- 
sects and  diseases.  If  growers  are  able  to 
control  troublesome  weeds  and  ad- 
equately prepare  a  seedbed  for  fall 
planting  while  the  land  is  planted  to 
soybeans,  then  the  costs  of  the  soybean 
crop  should  substitute  for  standard  fal- 
low activity  and  seedbed  preparation 
costs. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


FOR       SALE 


•  Thomson  Single-row  Harvester  (74 

model).  Call  (318)  276-9410. 

•  1994  CAMECO  S-30,  1,000  hrs., 
double  scroll,  C/A,  4WD,  double 
hydraulic  pump  system,  variable 
speed  scroll  in  cab  control.  Asking 
$85,000.  Call  John  Gay  at  (504)  687- 
3683  or  Price  Gay  at  (504)  638-6539. 

•  CAMECO  S-30  4x4  Cab  &  Air  - 
$45,000;  3020  JD  Hi-Crop  with 
CAMECO  Loader  -  $5,000;  Roam  3- 
row  with  Off  Bars  and  fenders  -$6,500, 
JD  3-row  -  new  blades  -  $3,000;  40 
Drott  Backhoe  with  Cane  Grabs  - 
$8,000;  2  Field  Wagons  -  $4,000 
each;  21'  Field  Cultivator  -  $2,500. 
Call  J.W  Hurdle  at  (504)  749-2892. 

•  1994  LaCane  2-row180-degree 
Loader,  4WD.12  Chain  Piler,  1,900 
hrs.,  excellent  condition  -  $70,000. 
1984  CAMECO  S-32  Harvester  with 
cab  and  big  tires  -  $40,000.  Call  (318) 
346-4987. 

•  3  Automatic  Planters.  Prices 
negotiable.  Call  (504)  868-0852. 

•  2-row  Broussard  Cane  Cutter,  2-row 
Broussard  Cane  Loader;  3 
Transloader  Wagons.  Call  (504)  638- 
3002. 

•  1991  Case/lnt'l  7130,  with  front  wheel 
drive,  PTO,  heavy  duty  steel  bumper 
with  box,  3640  hrs.,  still  under 
warranty  -  $51,056;1972  Thompson 
Cane  Cutter  with  large  JD  engine  and 
front  wheel  assist  $12,800;  1974  JD 
4020  Loader  with  attachment  - 


$9,350;  4  Davis  Cane  Carts  - 
$14,600;  3  Planter's  Aids  -  $3,975; 
3-row  Tiller  with  3  pt.  hitch,  openers, 
and  extra  blades  -  $4,635;  3-row 
Bottom  Plow  with  3  pt.  hitch  and 
gauge  wheels  -  $750;18'  Flat 
Chopper  w/cylinder  -  $925;  6'  Case 
End  Row  Flat  Chopper  -  $150;  4  ft. 
Shredder  -  $350;  3-row  Packer  $400; 
Lilliston  Hoe  -  $325;  Sub-soiler  - 
$450.  Call  Randy  Gonsoulin  at  (318) 
365-0014. 


•1988  CAMECO  S-32  2-row  Cane 
Harvester,  low  hours,  good  condi- 
tion.1986  CAMECO  SP1800  Cane 
Loader,  good  condition.  For  specifica- 
tions and  price  call  (504)  627-5341  or 
(504)  473-8068. 

•  Case  IH  Tractors  -  MFD  3294  - 1066 
Hi-clearance  with  cab,  1466  with  cab, 
1486  with  cab  &  air;  4  Tandum  Cane 
Carts  with  extra  wheels  &  hubs; 
Broussard  Cane  Loader  with  Chain 
Piler  on  856  Tractor;  Bernard  V 
Ditcher;  300  gal.  Stainless  Steel 
Sprayer  Rig  with  Hydraulic  Pump  on 
3  point  mount;  200  gal.  stainless 
steel  Sprayer  Rig  with  Hydraulic 
Pump  on  3-point  mount;  Oliver  12' 
Disc;  Butane  Cane  Burner;  2 
Hydraulic  Cane  Planters;  Lilliston 
Cultivar;  250  gal.  Anhydrous 
Ammonia  Tank.  Call  Russell  Judice 
at  (318)  394-4727. 

•  6  Cane  Wagons,  direct  haul,  chain 
dump,  14:00x24  tire  size,  grader  tires 
(Mfg.  by  Bayou  Service  Co.)  -  $4,800 
per  wagon.  Call  (504)  369-6618. 
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YOUR  CANE  FIELD 

isn't    the    only    place 

Y  O  U  '  L  L      S  E  E 


THE     ASULOX*    DIFFERENCE. 


POCKET  AN  EXTRA  $183/A 


Talk  about  your  high-paying  investments:  an  early-post  application  of  ASULOX®  brand 
herbicide  can  earn  you  an  extra  $183/A.  Better  yet,  a  sequential  application  can  add 
$220/A  to  your  bottom  line.  Sound  too  good  to  be  true?  In  Johnsongrass  trials  at  LSU, 
a  single  application  of  ASULOX®  increased  yields  by  more  than  50%.  So  if  your  looking  to 
grow  more  than  just  sugarcane,  turn  to  the  broad-spectrum  grass  control  of  ASULOX! 

ASULOX8 

BRAND        HERBICIDE 


[tP RHONE-POULENC  Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Company,  2  T.W.  Alexander  Drive,  Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709. 

For  additional  product  information,  please  call  1-800-334-9745.  As  with  any  crop  protection  chemical,  always  read  and 
follow  label  instructions.  ASULOX  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Rhone-Poulenc.  ©  1997  Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Company. 
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ea/fy  frageps 


Genesis  70  series  tractors  from  New  Holland  •  145  to  210  PTO 
horsepower  •  Advanced  state  of  the  art  powershift  transmission 

Ask  about  our  special  sale  on  our  rental  fleet  tractors  •  Priced  to 
move  with  warranties  •  Trade-ins  welcomed  •  Financing  available 

M&L  Industries,  Inc. 


1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  La.  70360 
(504)  876-2280  •  (800)  969-0068 


Broussard 

Baton  Rouge 

3811  Hwy.  90  East 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 

(318)  837-2763 

(504)  355-7716 

(800)  960-0067 

(800)  960-0069 

tmmimm 


PRE-OWNED  TRACTORS 


HAY  EQUIPMENT 


JD  5400,  2WD,  60  HP  $18,105 

JD  2750,  Mudder,  4WD  $14,000 

JD  2955,  Mudder,  4  WD  $20,500 

JD  6300,  2WD,  cab&air  $28,500 

JD  3010,  LP  Tractor  $4,900 

JD  4020,  Hi  Crop,  Synchr.  $5,000 

JD  4230,  Hi  Crop,  2  post  $11,529 

JD  7400,  Hi  Crop,  MFWD  $52,665 

JD  7400,  Hi  Crop,  MFWD  $49,553 

JD  4440,  Hi  Crop,  4  post  $19,000 

JD  4440,  Hi  Crop,  4  post  $23,000 

JD  4560,  MRWD,  cab&air  $59,532 

JD  4850,  MFWD,  cab&air  $35,000 

JD  8640, 4  WD,  cab&air  $6,250 . 

IH  1066,  Hi  Crop  $7,500 

IH  1466,  Row  Crop  $4,860 

Ford  7710,  w/loader  $24,000 


EQUIPMENT 


( D)  D000009  JD  390  Flail  Mower  $3,597 

(D)  U1388D   JD  1008  10'  Rotary  Cutter      $2,500 


(D)  U190L 
(D)  U1362D 
(D)  U1421D 
(T)  U1385D 
(M)  U415M 
(D)  U1400D 
(T)  U1278T 
(D)  U1396D 
(D)  U1413D 
(D)  U1414D 
(T)  U1411D 
(T)  U1406D 
(D)  U1383D 
(D)  U1420D 
(D)  U1308T 
(T)  U1275T 
(T)  U1395D 


(D)U1304T  3-pt  Round  Bale  Hay  Fork  $250 

(D,)  10208  Vicon  KM240  Mower  cond.  $5,570 

mU1165T  New  Holl.  850  Round  Baler  $3,695 

(T)  U1270T  Vicon  1511  Round  Baler  $6,800 

(T)  U1291T  IH  23  Side  Delivery  Rake  $2,000 


TILLAGE  EQUIPMENT 


fD)10568A     Blanton  Crop  Maker  $800 

(T)U1281T    JD  331  Disk  Harrow  $4,375 

(T)  U1288T    IH  4  Bottom  Plow  $500 


CONSUMER  PRODUCTS 


(M)  U426M  JD  650  Compact  Util  Tractor  $2,000 
(D)U1374D  JD  950  Comp  Util  Tractor  $9,675 
(D)U1397D  JD  970  Comp  Util  Tractor  $12,200 
(L)  182L         IH  185  Cub  $2,500 

(D)  U1365D   JD  855  Hydrostatic  Tractor 

w  /  72-inch  Belly  Mower       $1 0,234 


Used  Equipment  Financing  Available 


(D)  Donaldsonville  (800)  526-7639 
(T)  Thibodaux  (504)  446-5061 
(L)  LaPlace  (800)  526-5990 

EQUIPMENT  COMPANY,  INC.  S'ESSSSSf 


UP        FRONT        WITH        THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Apology  -  LSI)  AG  Extension 


In  last  month's  article,  I  wrote  about  a 
visit  to  the  new  growing  areas  in 
southwest  Louisiana  and  talked 
about  LSU  Ag  Extension  and  its  involve- 
ment in  economic  development  with 
leaders  in  the  parishes  throughout  the 
state.  Apparently  some  people  felt  that 
my  article  inferred  that  LSU  Ag  Exten- 
sion was  discouraging  the  development 
of  sugarcane  as  an  alternative  crop  in 
southwest  Louisiana,  when  in  fact,  they 
have  been  the  leaders  in  trying  to  help 
with  diversification  of  crops  and  the 
economy  of  southwest  Louisiana.  I  want 
to  apologize  to  anyone  who  may  have 
felt  that  I  suggested  that  LSU  Ag  Exten- 
sion has  taken  any  negative  role  whatso- 
ever. They  have  been  a  leader  through- 
out this  state,  in  rural  communities  as 
well  as  urban  communities.  I  realized 
that  as  a  kid  growing  up  with  4-H  and 
other  activities,  and  I  know  it  to  be  a  fact 
as  an  adult,  former  businessman,  former 
legislator,  and  now  a  part  of  the  Louisi- 
ana sugar  industry.  I  hope  this  will  allay 
anyone's  negative  thoughts  about  my 
support  for  LSU  Ag  Extension. 

Sugar  Prices 

Without  having  to  get  into  any  expla- 
nation, I  think  anyone  who  has  been 
reading  my  articles  is  aware  that  the 
price  of  sugar  (#14  raws)  has  not  been 
too  wonderful  lately.  Last  fall  when  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  decided  to 
implement  a  non-political  trigger 
mechanism,  the  Louisiana  industry  and 
other  sectors  of  the  sugar  industry  in  this 
country  tried  to  express  to  the  Depart- 


ment the  problems  that  we  foresaw  with 
their  proposal.  In  hindsight,  it  appears 
that  our  concerns  were  legitimate.  At  a 
recent  meeting  with  USDA  officials,  the 
raw  sugar  sector  expressed  directly  to 
the  Department  its  concerns  about  the 
program  and  the  way  it  is  being  admin- 
istered. It  is  our  hope  that  during  the 
next  several  months  the  Department 
will  allow  for  additional  comments  and 
will  pay  closer  attention  to  some  of  our 
concerns  that  they  felt  were  not 
grounded  in  fact  or  were  the  opposite  of 
their  thought  processes  at  the  time.  We 
have  found  the  Department  to  be  rea- 
sonable, and  it  is  our  hope  that  they  will 
continue  in  this  vein  and  realize  that  the 
program  is  not  doing  well  for  everyone, 
particularly  the  cane  growers  and  pro- 
cessors. 

Louisiana  Pepsi  and  Abita  Root  Beer 

You  may  be  tired  of  hearing  it,  but  I 
hope  you  never  get  tired  of  using  it. 
Please  don't  forget  to  ask  your  grocers, 
restaurateurs,  vendors,  convenience 
stores,  and  anyone  else  that  handles  cold 
drinks  to  please  begin,  if  they  haven't 
already,  using  and  selling  Louisiana 
Pepsi  and  Abita  Root  Beer. 

Mexican  Sugar  -  NAFTA 

During  the  debate  on  NAFTA,  the 
sugar  industry  was  in  opposition  to  the 
NAFTA  in  light  of  the  fact  that  the  lan- 
guage in  the  agreement  would  allow  the 
Mexicans  to  import  high  fructose  corn 
syrup  into  their  country,  supplant  it  into 
the  cold  drink  industry,  and  become  net 


producers  of  sugar  instantaneously 
without  the  need  to  produce  an  addi- 
tional pound  of  sugar  domestically. 
Now  that  the  NAFTA  is  completed  and 
the  side  letter  was  agreed  upon  by  the 
United  States  Trade  Representative  and 
the  representative  for  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment, the  Mexicans  are  now  t  /ing  to 
down  play  the  legitimacy  of  the  side 
agreement.  Exactly  what  the  domestic 
sugar  industry  said  would  happen,  had 
the  side  letter  not  been  attached  to  the 
NAFTA  agreement,  seems  to  be  evolv- 
ing anyway  The  Mexicans  are  challeng- 
ing the  rights  of  the  United  States  to  ex- 
port high  fructose  corn  syrup  and  flood 
their  market  with  cheap  HFCS,  and  at 
the  same  time  are  claiming  now  to  be  net 
producers  of  sugar.  This  then  allows 
them  to  export  larger  volumes  into  the 
United  States,  duty  free.  One  of  the  iro- 
nies of  the  whole  scenario  is  the  fact  that 
the  Mexicans  are  showing  some  in- 
creases in  sugar  production,  but  contra- 
dictory to  the  rest  of  the  world  and  par- 
ticularly developing  countries,  there  is  a 
simultaneous  reduction  in  consumption 
of  sugar.  "Me  thinks  there  is  a  fox  in  the 
henhouse!" 

The  League,  along  with  its  Washing- 
ton representatives,  and  the  complete 
involvement  by  Sen.  John  Breaux  is 
working  with  the  rest  of  the  industry,  the 
administration,  and  others  in  an  attempt 
to  resolve  this  issue.  There  is  a  founded 
belief  that  the  Mexicans  are  either  im- 
porting sugar  into  their  country  and 
showing  it  as  domestically  produced 
and /or  at  the  same  time  it  appears  that 
they  may  even  be  trans-shipping  sugar 
into  this  country,  not  to  mention  the  fact 
that  their  production  and  consumption 
has  a  "slight  fishy  smell/' 

Miller-Schumer 

In  the  meantime,  Washington  moves 
on  with  representatives  Miller  and 


Schumer  holding  a  press  conference  on 
Thursday,  April  17,  1997,  to  announce 
the  intent  of  introducing  legislation  to 
phase  the  sugar  program.  Someone  has 
apparently  forgotten  to  tell  these  two 
died-in-the-wool  opponents  of  sugar 
that  our  industry's  sugar  program  was 
drastically  reformed  during  the  1996 
Freedom  to  Farm  Bill.  But  as  with  every- 
thing else  within  the  belt  way,  the  old 
saying  of  "money  talks"  is  definitely 
true.  At  the  same  time  that  Miller- 
Schumer  and  their  allies  are  accusing  us 
of  being  big  sugar,  they  have  neglected 
to  look  to  see  that  some  of  the  corpora- 
tions that  would  like  to  put  an  end  to  the 
sugar  program  have  annual  revenues 
that  far  exceed  the  entire  U.S.  domestic 
sugar  production  revenues.  I  still  get 
confused  every  time  those  large  corpo- 
rate executives  refer  to  us  as  "big  sugar." 
Apparently  these  guys  don't  do  their 
own  grocery  shopping! 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 

Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 

(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 

Shop  (318)  585-2437 


THE  DIFFERENCE 

IS  NOW 
CRYSTAL  C£EA( 

CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting    \\  Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-7927       (504)  447-3776 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


Miller  Schumer  Bill  Introduced 


Congressmen  Dan  Miller  (R-FL) 
and  Charles  Schumer  (D-NY) 
have  repeated  last  year's  effort 
to  eliminate  the  sugar  program,  intro- 
ducing legislation  which  would  convert 
all  grower  loans  from  non-recourse  to 
recourse,  impose  a  ceiling  on  the  price  of 
raw  sugar  through  use  of  government 
controls,  and  potentially  lower  producer 
prices  to  as  low  as  fourteen  cents  per 
pound  within  five  years.  The  American 
Sugar  Alliance  quickly  denounced  the 
bill  as  a  "blueprint  for  disaster/7  saying 
the  bill,  if  passed  into  law,  would  drive 
nearly  the  entire  domestic  sugar  grow- 
ing industry  out  of  business.  As  the 
Sugar  Bulletin  goes  to  press,  no  hearings 
have  been  scheduled.  More  information 
on  the  Miller-Schumer  bill  will  be  in- 
cluded in  next  month's  "Washington 
Update." 

April  WASDE  Shows  a  Slight 
Increase  in  Stocks-to-Use  Ratio 

The  USDA  has  released  its  April 
WASDE  report,  and  indicates  that 
throughput  rose  slightly  to  14.4  percent, 
up  from  the  March  calculation  of  14  per- 
cent. The  modest  gain  comes  in  spite  of 
lower  production  numbers.  A  drop  in 
Florida  output  caused  a  reduction  in 
cane  production  by  20,000  tons  from  last 
month's  estimate.  Nevertheless,  fore- 
casts for  1996/97  domestic  deliveries 
were  also  lowered  by  50,000  tons  to  a 
total  of  9.75  million  short  tons,  as  a  result 
of  slower  deliveries  and  weaker  domes- 
tic prices.  Consequently,  ending  stocks 
rose  by  30,000  tons. 

An  allocation  of  220,462  short  tons, 


raw  value,  to  the  traditional  suppliers  is 
planned  following  the  release  of  the 
May  WASDE,  in  accordance  with  the 
1996/97  tariff-rate  quota  schedule  set 
last  September  by  the  USDA,  unless  the 
stocks-to-use  ratio  rises  above  the  15.5 
percent  trigger. 

Canada  Continues  to  Seek  Greater 
Access  to  U.S.  Sugar  Market 

Canada  will  continue  to  push  for 
greater  access  to  the  U.S.  domestic  mar- 
ket for  sugar  and  sugar-containing  prod- 
ucts, according  to  a  Canadian  govern- 
ment report  entitled,  "Canada's  Interna- 
tional Market  Access  Priorities  - 1997." 
However,  the  report  also  adds  that  any 
resolution  in  the  near  future  is  not  likely 
in  view  of  the  recent  NAFTA  panel  of  the 
tariff ication  of  dairy  and  poultry  goods. 
The  panel's  decision  to  uphold  Cana- 
dian tariffs  on  dairy  and  poultry  goods 
appears  to  set  a  precedent  in  favor  of  the 
United  States  should  an  opinion  be 
forced  concerning  access  for  Canadian 
sugar. 

U.S.  Explores  Options  to  Resolve 
Helms-Burton  Dispute  With 
European  Union 

The  United  States  and  the  European 
Union  have  agreed  to  a  negotiated 
settlement  of  the  year  long  battle  over 
the  Helms-Burton  Act.  Specific  provi- 
sions of  the  agreement  were  not  made 
available;  however,  sources  reported 
that  it  lessens  the  possibility  of  extrater- 
ritorial action  by  the  United  States,  a 
crucial  point  for  the  Europeans.  In  the 
days  before  the  agreement  was  struck, 


there  was  much  public  discussion  about 
the  various  forms  a  compromise  might 
take.  A  U.S.  official  had  mentioned  the 
possibility  that  the  United  States  could 
either  amend  Helms-Burton  in  Congress 
or  simply  inhibit  the  effect  any  regula- 
tions issued  to  implement  it  would  have 
on  European  Union  companies.  Most 
everybody  involved  on  both  sides,  how- 
ever, admitted  that  either  of  these  two 
options  would  be  very  difficult  to 
achieve.  Nevertheless,  the  European 
Union  recently  agreed  not  to  push  for- 
ward with  a  formal  complaint  to  the 
World  Trade  Organization  (WTO),  and 
to  consider  a  compromise  with  the 
Clinton  Administration. 

The  Helms-Burton  Act  would  allow 
U.S.  citizens  who  lost  assets  expropri- 
ated by  Cuba  to  sue  foreign  companies 
which  have  trafficked  in  or  transacted 
business  involving  the  stolen  assets.  The 
law  would  also  bar  executives  of  these 
foreign  companies  from  entering  U.S. 
soil.  Last  summer,  facing  threats  of  retali- 
ation from  major  trading  partners  in- 
cluding Canada,  Great  Britain,  and 
France  who  said  the  law  violates  WTO 
rules,  President  Clinton  temporarily 
postponed  the  effective  starting  date  of 
Helms-Burton  to  give  his  administration 
time  to  build  support  among  our  allies 
for  the  law.  The  European  Union  has 
said  it  would  take  the  issue  to  a  WTO 
panel  for  adjudication,  if  forced  to  do  so. 
Yet,  neither  side  seems  to  really  want  to 
push  the  issue  that  far.  The  United  States 
has  said  it  would  defend  the  law  by  in- 
voking a  national  security  exemption,  if 
a  challenge  is  filed.  Doing  so  would  force 
the  WTO  to  set  a  precedent  on  how 
member  states  may  use  the  national  se- 
curity exemption,  a  prospect  nobody  is 
anxious  to  see. 

In  a  related  matter,  despite  the  fight 
over  Helms-Burton  and  over  objections 
from  the  Clinton  Administration,  South 
Africa  has  moved  to  strengthen  trade 
and  investment  ties  with  Cuba,  signing 


the  island  nation  to  a  most-favored-na- 
tion trade  agreement.  South  African 
companies  are  currently  considering 
deals  with  several  Cuban  industries  in- 
cluding sugar,  nickel  mining,  pharma- 
ceuticals and  transportation.  One  recent 
deal  worth  a  reported  $85  million  will 
allow  a  South  African  diesel  engine  cor- 
poration to  sell  10,000  motors  to  a  Cuban 
state-run  enterprise  for  use  in  the  sugar 
industry. 

Rodriguez  Elected  to  Succeed  the 
Late  Rep.  Frank  Tejeda 

Texas  state  legislator  Ciro  Rodriguez 
defeated  fellow  Democrat  Juan  Solis  by 
a  two-to-one  margin  in  a  run-off  to  win 
the  Texas  congressional  seat  left  vacant 
by  the  death  of  Representative  Frank 
Tejeda.  Tejeda  died  of  brain  cancer  in 
January  only  days  after  being  sworn  in 
to  begin  his  third  term  in  Congress. 

Rodriguez,  a  Texas  State  Representa- 
tive, won  67  percent  of  the  vote  over 
Solis,  a  San  Antonio  City  Councilman, 
despite  the  fact  that  Solis  received  the 
endorsement  of  Tejeda's  family.  Low 
voter  turnout  of  only  nine  percent  of  all 
registered  voters  in  the  28th  District, 
which  encompasses  much  of  southern 
Texas,  marked  the  election.  Rodriguez 
spent  five  times  more  money  than  Solis. 

Scher  Nominated  to  be  Deputy  U.S. 
Trade  Representative  for  Agriculture 

Peter  Scher  has  been  nominated  by 
U.S.  Trade  Representative  Charlene 
Barshefsky  to  become  the  first  Deputy 
U.S.  Trade  Representative  for  Agricul- 
ture, with  ambassadorial  rank. 
Barshefsky  created  the  position  in  an 
effort  to  raise  the  level  of  focus  given  by 
her  office  to  agriculture  issues.  As  a  se- 
nior U.S.  official  with  ambassadorial 
rank,  Scher  will  be  able  to  conduct  meet- 
ings and  maintain  relations  directly  with 
other  nations  on  matters  affecting  U.S. 
agriculture. 
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GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  aliqnment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


General  ^ggJ7    Electric 
Authorized  Dealer 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1-800-256-1269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)447-2696 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 
return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  PCA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified  and  experienced  in 

dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that  our  financial 
assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's  important  to  YOU! 


,   ••;•■       ■■■■?       i 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(318)364-0217 


First  South  PCA 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 
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Harvey  Gonsoulin 

Thibodaux 
(504)  446-9450 


Argent 


Bank 


FARM    EQUIPMENT   LOANS 


from 


8.50°/° 


Thinking  about  replacing  some 
of  your farm  equipment? 

ArgentBank  has  developed  a 
special  loan  program  to  provide 
sugarcane  farmers  from  Lafourche 
Assumption  and  Terrebonne 
Parishes  with  the  opportunity  to 
purchase  new  farm  equipment 
at  a  highly  competitive  interest 
rate. 

ArgentBank  can  finance  up  to  95% 
of  invoice  at  interest  rates  ranging 
from  850%  to  950%,  depending 
on  the  negotiated  terms  of  the  loan 
and  the  credit  qualifications  of  the 
farmer. 

For  more  information  on  this  new 
program,  contact  any  one  of  the 
following  ArgentBank  commercial 
lenders: 

Lafourche  Parish: 

Robert  Naquin  -  447-0556 
Assumption  Parish: 

Dan  Landry  -  369-1205 
Terrebonne  Parish: 

Tommy  Bourque  -  873-3706 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

1997  Dedicated  Research  Funding  Proram 
Roundup  Ultra®  Drift  Study 


The  Dedicated  Research  Funding 
Committee  met  earlier  this  year 
and  reviewed  40  research  propos- 
als which  had  a  requested  level  of  over 
$1,063,000. 

Following  two  days  of  interviews 
with  the  scientists  making  the  proposals, 
27  proposals  totalling  $383,600  were  rec- 
ommended for  funding  to  the  League's 
Board  of  Directors.  These  proposals 
were  accepted  at  the  Board's  March 
meeting  and  work  should  begin  on  them 
this  year. 

The  following  listing  is  a  summary  of 
these  funded  proposals  by  category 
with  the  lead  scientist  making  the  re- 
quest. 

In  the  area  of  crop  improvement, 
four  general  proposals  were  funded 
which  provided  base  support  of  re- 
search programs  at  LSU  and  USDA  as 
well  as  general  equipment  purchase. 
Four  proposals  in  breeding  and  selection 
were  funded  while  three  proposals  were 
funded  in  biotechnology. 

•  B.  Legendre:  Request  for  supple- 
mental funding  in  support  of  the  re- 
search programs  of  the  USDA- ARS, 
Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Houma,  Loui- 
siana. 

•  F.  Martin:  Base  support  for  sugar- 
cane breeding  in  the  Louisiana  Agricul- 
ture Experiment  Station. 

•  F.  Martin:  De-trasher/highboy 
sprayer  for  the  St.  Gabriel  Research  Sta- 
tion. 

•  H.  Viator:  Support  of  sugarcane  re- 
search at  the  Iberia  Research  Station. 


•  D.  Burner:  Sugarcane  cultivar  de- 
velopment through  basic  breeding. 

•  E.  Dufrene:  Meeting  the  challenges 
of  increasing  sugar  yields  through  vari- 
ety testing  at  off-station  nurseries,  in- 
field and  outfield  locations  and  specialty 
studies  on  harvestability,  succession  vs. 
fallow,  and  date  of  planting  tests. 

•  J.  Miller:  Effect  of  pollen  loading 
on  seed  set. 

•  J.  Miller:  Screening  sugarcane 
clones  for  ratoon  stunting  disease  reac- 
tion by  determining  the  number  of  colo- 
nized vascular  bundles. 

•  T  Beary :  Transformation  of  sugar- 
cane to  permit  expression  of  lytic  pep- 
tides that  control  sugarcane  pests. 

•  International  Consortium  on  Sug- 
arcane Biotechnology:  R.  Wing,  Devel- 
opment of  a  map-based  cloning  system 
for  sugarcane;  B.  Lockhart  and  E. 
Mirkov,  Development  of  methods  for 
pathogen  identification  and  of  conven- 
tional and  non-conventional  strategies 
for  control  of  yellow  leaf  syndrome  of 
sugarcane;  A.  D'Hont,  Fine  tagging  of  a 
major  rust  resistance  gene  in  cultivar 
R570  with  a  view  towards  its  cloning 
through  map-based  chromosome  walk- 
ing; A.  Patterson,  Genetic  and  molecular 
analysis  of  expressed-sequence  TAGS 
(ESTs)  implicated  in  sugarcane  growth 
and  productivity. 

•  E.  Mirkov:  Biotechnology  research 
for  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry. 

In  the  area  of  crop  production,  one 
project  was  funded  in  economics  and 
one  in  mechanization. 
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•  M.  Salassi:  Louisiana  sugarcane 
farm  decision  making  and  its  impact  on 
resource  allocation. 

•  R.  Judice:  A  self-propelled,  auto- 
matic mechanical  planter. 

In  the  area  of  crop  protection,  two 
projects  were  funded  in  entomology, 
four  in  pathology,  and  three  in  weed 
control. 

•  G.  Reagan:  Impact  of  chopper  har- 
vesting and  soil  insecticide  use  on  pest 
status  and  ecology  of  sugarcane  insects. 

•  W.  White:  Rearing  of  sugarcane 
borer  for  recurrent  selection,  transfor- 
mation studies  and  biological  control 
research. 

•  M.  Grisham:  Determining  the 
presence  and  importance  of  yellow  leaf 
syndrome  in  Louisiana. 

•  J.  Hoy:  Sugarcane  pathology  re- 
search. 

•  Y.  Pan:  Detecting  RSD  bacteria  in 
infected  sugarcane  tissue  by  Polymerase 
chain  reaction  and  developing  PCR 
primers  highly  specific  for 
Xanthomonas  albilineans,  the  causal 
agent  of  sugarcane  leaf  scald  disease. 

•  J.  Griffin:  Weed  control  research  in 
sugarcane. 

•  E.  Richard:  A  multi-disciplinary 
assessment  of  the  removal  of  winter- 
killed cane  shoots  on  pest  management 
and  new  technologies  and  their  impact 
on  weed  control  and  vice-versa. 

In  the  area  of  processing,  two 
projects  were  funded  in  the  area  of  new 
products/by-products  and  three  were 
funded  in  the  area  of  factory  processes. 

•  J.  Collier:  Textiles  from  bagasse. 

•  M.  Janusa:  Designing  a  better  ma- 
trix for  solidification/  stabilization  of 
hazardous  waste  with  the  aid  of  bagasse 


as  a  polymer  additive  to  cement. 

•  H.  Birkett:  Mill  yard  sugar  losses. 

•  A.  Hill:  Pilot  plant  and  laboratory 
studies. 

•  W.  Kampen:  Improved  clarifica- 
tion and  reduced  evaporator  scaling. 

In  addition  to  these  projects,  the 
committee  felt  that  a  project  by  J.  Hoy  for 
quarantine  greenhouses  was  important 
to  the  future  of  the  industry  but  could 
not  afford  to  fund  the  project  with  the 
limited  funds  available.  The  committee 
and  the  Board  support  the  concept  of 
this  project  and  will  work  with  the  re- 
searchers to  secure  the  facility  through 
other  means. 


Roundup  Ultra®  Drift  Study 

Last  year  this  author  wrote  about 
concerns  with  the  drift  of  the  Roundup 
material  and  the  damage  that  was  ap- 
parent in  numerous  fields  around  the 
cane  belt.  There  has  been  much  discus- 
sion about  the  cause  of  this  drift  among 
growers  and  industry  representatives. 
This  discussion  continues  as  growers 
again  look  toward  the  use  of  this  mate- 
rial. The  following  information  has  been 
provided  by  Monsanto  to  clarify  their 
position  on  drift  using  Roundup  Ultra. 

A  major  study  conducted  by  Texas 
A&M  University  has  concluded  that 
Roundup  Ultra  herbicide  does  not  drift 
more  than  any  other  formulation  of  the 
popular  herbicide.  No  significant  differ- 
ences in  spray  drift  potential  were  found 
in  the  study  between  Roundup  Ultra, 
Roundup  D-Pak  and  Roundup  herbi- 
cide. 

The  study  investigated  a  series  of 
application  runs  with  an  Air  Tractor  AT- 
402-B  at  three  different  times:  morning, 
mid-day  and  late  day.  The  tests  were 
conducted  under  a  range  of  temperature 


and  humidity  conditions:  morning  ap- 
plications averaged  64  degrees  F.  with  79 
percent  relative  humidity;  mid-day  ap- 
plications averaged  75  degrees  F.  with  64 
percent  relative  humidity;  and  late-day 
applications  averaged  78  degrees  F.  with 
49  percent  relative  humidity.  Wind 
speeds  ranged  from  6  to  10  miles  per 
hour. 

Deposition  samples  were  taken  us- 
ing plastic  cards  that  collected  fluores- 
cent dye,  water-sensitive  paper  that  col- 
lected droplet  spectrum  and  string 
placed  30  feet  in  the  air  to  detect  fluores- 
cent dye.  "It  was  apparent  from  the  data 
we  collected  that  there  was  no  appre- 
ciable difference  in  spray  deposits  and 
drift  between  the  four  Roundup  spray 
mixes  used  in  the  study/'  said  I.  W.  Kirk, 
an    agricultural   engineer   with   the 


USDA/ARS  Southern  Crops  Research 
Laboratory  at  College  Station,  Texas 
A&M  is  one  of  the  top  universities  in  the 
U.S.  that  researches  aerial  application 
techniques. 

Monsanto  funded  the  study  after 
Plant  Board  and  Department  of  Agri- 
culture officials  in  Arkansas  and  Louisi- 
ana selected  the  university  to  conduct 
the  research.  Monsanto  had  no  further 
connection  with  the  study. 

According  to  Monsanto,  the  primary 
factors  that  impact  drift  potential  in- 
clude equipment  and  weather,  not  the 
Roundup  Ultra  formulation.  Adjust- 
ments in  nozzles  and  spray  pressure  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  fine  droplets,  and 
close  monitoring  of  boom  height  and 
wind  speed,  have  the  greatest  impact  on 
avoiding  drift. 


TRI-STATE 

Delta  Chemicals 


Thibodaux,  La. 
(504)  447-4081 

New  Roads,  La. 
(504)638-8343 


Jeanerette,  La. 
(318)276-5051 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(504)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (3 1 8)  367-8233 


Wanted:  p  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 


13 


A  New  Hi-Crop  For 
Sugar  Industry 


I^I:;:;;::s;:;||K^^ii||||;|^; 

.^.:.™^.v,^^p||jj::;:.x::; 


Special  Features: 

30-inch  clearance  (front  to  back) 

HP  145,  4-speed  powershift/32-speed  transmission 

Electronic  controlled  3-point  hitch 

Series  40  Detroit  Diesel  466  cu.  inch 

Most  Powerful  Hi-Crop  Ever  Designed 
For  The  Sugar  Industry 

So  Much  More  For  Your  Money 


M 


mk 


[ AGCO 1 


AGCO 
ALLIS 


Cane  Equipment  Cooperative 

25265  Hwy.  1 

Plaquemine,  LA 

(504)  687-2050  fax  (504)  687-0684 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


Sean  M.  Prados 


1997  Session  Moving  At  Torid  Pace 


Shortly  after  convening  on  March 
31,  1997,  the  Legislature  moved 
into  high  gear  facing  over  3,500 
bills.  Gov.  Foster  opened  the  session  by 
calling  for  a  time  of  "rebirth  and  re- 
newal/' Among  his  top  priorities  this 
year  is  the  transfer  of  the  Charity  Hospi- 
tal system  from  the  Louisiana  Health 
Care  Authority  to  LSU.  To  give  you  an 
example  of  how  fast  this  session  is  go- 
ing, this  huge  piece  of  legislation  passed 
the  House  floor  on  the  sixth  working 
day. 

Because  this  session  falls  in  an  odd 
year,  legislators  can  introduce  bills  af- 
fecting any  issue  except  for  taxes.  Some 
of  these  bills  are  of  great  interest  to 
sugar,  such  as: 

HB  906  by  Rep.  Alexander,  provides 
that  all  loads,  regardless  of  the  type  of 
material,  being  transported  by  commer- 
cial haulers  shall  be  covered. 

HB  1495  by  Theriot  and  Dewitt,  pro- 
vides for  a  $10  per  year  per  farm  permit 
for  oversized  farm  vehicles.  This  bill 
was  stopped  on  the  House  floor. 

HB  1711  by  Rep.  Shaw,  provides  rela- 
tive to  maximum  weights  on  state  high- 
ways. This  bill  would  repeal  the  excep- 
tion for  harvest  season  permits  for  sugar 
cane. 


SB  305  by  Sen.  Barham,  requires  any 
person  entering  the  agricultural  land  or 
timberland  of  another  while  armed  and 
not  accompanied  by  the  landowner, 
shall  have  in  his  immediate  possession 
at  all  times  the  written  permission  of  the 
landowner. 

SB  346  by  Sen.  Greene,  authorizes 
municipalities  to  pass  ordinances  to 
oppose  aerial  application  of  certain 
chemicals  by  crop-dusting  airplanes. 

Also  included  this  session  are  a  num- 
ber of  Workers'  Compensation  bills  in- 
tended to  assist  employers  and  employ- 
ees. One  is  SB  922  by  Sen.  Ellington.  This 
bill  strengthens  the  employer's  Workers' 
Compensation  defense  by  creating  a  re- 
buttable presumption  of  a  statutory 
employer  relationship  whenever  there  is 
a  written  contract  between  the  principal 
and  the  employee's  direct  employer 
which  recognizes  the  principal  as  a 
statutory  employer. 

This  year's  session  is  scheduled  to 
end  no  later  than  6  p.m.,  June  23.  With 
this  in  mind  and  literally  thousands  of 
bills  yet  to  be  heard,  the  brisk  pace 
doesn't  look  like  it  will  slow  down.  It's 
comforting  to  know  that  our  legislators 
in  the  sugar  belt  are  keeping  a  vigilant 
eye  on  issues  which  would  impact  our 
industry. 
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Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about...  financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve 
land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 

provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 


Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Port  Allen 
(504)  344-2691 


£t 


LASERPLANE 

Machine  Control  Systems 

FOR  RENT 

12  Yd.  Scraper 

with 
Laser  Equipment 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane  - 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

(§)  Spectra-Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  Box  317 

St.  James,  LA  70086 

(504)  265-8348 


Quality  Industries,  Inc. 

Since  1947 


Sugarcane  Equipment 


118  West  Main  Street 
P.O.  Box  406 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 


Drainage  Pumps 


Amphibious  Equipment 


Office  (504)  447-4021 

FAX  (504)  447-4028 

Office  1-800-447-8403 


DIVERSIFIED  MANUFACTURING  AT  ITS  BEST 
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JOHN  BREAUX 

UNITED  STATES  SENATOR 


April  22,  1997 


American  Sugar  Cane  League 
206  East  Bayou  Road 
Thibodaux,  LA   70301 

Dear  Friends, 

Lois  and  I  want  to  tell  you  how  much  we  enjoyed  our  visit  with  you  this  past  weekend 
in  Patterson  and  Bayou  Vista.  The  reception  was  great  and  the  crawfish  boil  was  super,  I  even 
tried  to  bring  some  back  to  Washington. 

Your  support  means  a  great  deal  to  me  and  re-energizes  my  efforts  on  your  behalf. 
Thanks  again! 


Sincerely 


'JOHN  BREAUX 
United  States  Senator 


P.O.  Box  4042,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70821-4042 

Paid  for  and  authorized  by  the  John  Breaux  Senate  Committee.  Contributions  are  not  tax  deductible.  Federal  law  requires  political  committees  to  report  the  name, 
mailing  address,  occupation  and  name  of  employer  for  each  individual  whose  contributions  aggregate  in  excess  of  $200  in  a  calender  year. 


Call  (504)  448-3707 

to  place  your  ad  in 
The  Sugar  Bulletin 


Mailing  List  Update 

□    Address  change:  Please  attach  the  address  label  from  the  front  cover. 

D    I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  The  Sugar  Bulletin.  Please  remove  my 
name  from  your  mailing  list. 

Name 


Address 


City State Zip 

Mail  to:  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

P.  O.  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


FOR.        SALE 


Thompson  Single-row  Harvester 

(74  model).  Call  (318)  276-9410. 

1991  Case/lnt'l  7130,  with  front 
wheel  drive,  PTO,  heavy  duty  steel 
bumper  with  box,  3640  hrs.,  still 
under  warranty  -  $51 ,056;  1 972 
Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  large 
JD  engine  and  front  wheel  assist 
$12,800;  1974  JD  4020  Loader  with 
attachment  -  $9,350;  4  Davis  Cane 
Carts  -  $14,600;  3  Planter's  Aids  - 
$3,975;  3-row  Tiller  with  3  pt.  hitch, 
openers,  and  extra  blades  -  $4,635; 
3-row  Bottom  Plow  with  3  pt.  hitch 
and  gauge  wheels  -  $750;  18'  Flat 
Chopper  w/cylinder  $925;  6'  Case 
End  Row  Flat  Chopper  -  $150;  4  ft. 
Shredder  -  $350;  3  row  Packer  - 
$400;  Lilliston  Hoe  -  $325;  Sub- 
soiler  -  $450.  Call  Randy  Gonsoulin 
at  (318)  365-0014. 

1989  Cameco  S-32  2-row  Cane 
Harvester,  low  hours,  good  condition. 
1986  Cameco  SP  1800  Cane 
Loader,  good  condition.  For 
specifications  and  price  call  (504) 
627-5341  or  (504)  473-8068. 

Case  IH  Tractors  -  MFD  3294  - 1066 
Hi-clearance  with  cab,  1466  with  cab, 
1486  with  cab  &  air;  4  Tandum  Cane 
Carts  with  extra  wheels  &  hubs; 
Broussard  Cane  Loader  with  Chain 
Piler  on  856  Tractor;  Bernard  V- 
Ditcher;  300  gal.  Stainless  Steel 
Sprayer  Rig  with  Hydraulic  Pump  on 
3-point  mount;  200  gal.  Stainless 
Steel  Sprayer  Rig  with  Hydraulic 
Pump  on  3-point  mount;  Oliver  12' 
Disc;  Butane  Cane  Burner;  2 
Hydraulic  Cane  Planters;  Lilliston 
Cultivar;  250  gal.  Anhydrous 
Ammonia  Tank.  Call  Russel  J. 
Judice  at  (318)  394-4727. 


6  Cane  Wagons,  direct  haul,  chain 
dump,  14:00x24  tire  size,  grader 
tires  (Mfg.  by  Bayou  Service  Co.)  - 
$4,800  per  wagon.  Call  (504)  369 
6618. 

Single-row  Broussard  Harvester 

with  CAT  Engine;  Broussard  Field 
Loader  with  new  style  piler. 
$45,000  both.  Call  (318)  838-2505 
or  (318)  346-6174. 

41*  Rayne  Plane  Land  Leveler;  JD 
3-row  Plow;  3-row  Lilliston 
Cultivator;  5-row  Spray  Boom; 
8'x20'  Davis  Planters  Aid.  Call  Pat 
Accardo  Farms  at  (318)  836-9370  or 
(318)828-2886. 

2  Tandem  Transloader  Wagons 

(large,  built  by  Cameco);  1987 
Cameco  2-row  Harvester.  Call 
(504)  369-6628. 

Broussard  Single-row  Harvester 

with  CAT  Engine;  1086  Int'l  Hi 
Clearance;  1394  Case  4x4 
Mudder;  Cameco  SP-2000  Field 
Loader  with  JD  Engine;  2  -  8'x20' 
Planters  Aid;  Int'l  3-row  Cultivator 
with  hydraulic  cylinders;  Cane 
Grabs  for  Excuvator;  Dynex 
Pumps  &  Motors  for  Broussard 
Harvester  and  Loader;  4  cylinder 
CAT  Engine.  Call  David  Jarreau  at 
(504)  627-9577. 

40'  Land  Leveler,  J  &  L  Type.  Call 
Willie  after  5  p.m.  at  (504)  448- 
2395. 

Prentice  Transloader  with  cab  on 
GM  truck  with  diesel  engine,  both  in 

continued  on  next  page 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


FOR        SALE 


continued  from  previous  page 

excellent  condition  -  $5,000;  1970 
Ford  9000  with  290  Cummins 
engine,  new  pump.  -  $3,500;  Lufkin 
Grain  Trailer  with  aluminim  sides, 
excellent  condition  -  $5,000;  1984 
Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  JD 
engine,  ready  to  cut  -  $4,500.  Call 
Jarreau's  Farms  at  (504)  625  2429. 

•  1976  1066  Int'l  Turbo  -  $5,000;  (4) 
1981  1086  Int'l  -  $8,000  each,  1974 
6030  Int'l  -  $3,000;  1970  4020  Int'l  - 
$5,000;  1977  8430  Int'l  $8,000; 
1978  Int'l -$8,000;  1988  4250 


Power  Shift  -  $25,000;  1989  2955 
Power  Shift  -$  18,000;  1980  4240 
Power  Shift  -  $12,500;  1979  2440 
Power  Shift  -  $6,000;  1976  4630 
Power  Shift -$10,500.  Call 
Northside  Planting  at  (318)  828- 
2188. 

•  Broussard  Single-row  Harvester, 

good  condition.  Broussard 
Planters  Aid,  good  condition.  Call 
(318)  364-8886  after  7  p.m. 

WANTED:  2-row  Cutter  and 
Loader  for  lease.  Call  Bryan 
Lavergne  at  (318)  879-2302  or 
(318)  943-3677  pager. 


Mark  Your 
Calendars! 


The  Annual  Contact 

Committee  meeting  is 

scheduled  for  July  8, 1997 

Details  in  next  month's 

issue  of 

The  Sugar  Bulletin. 


FOR  SALE 

Brousard  Self-Propelled  Single-Row  Cane 

Loader 

Hi-Crop  Int'l  3688 

Woods  3  pt.  10'  Grader  Blade  with 

cylinders  -  Heavy  Duty 

10'  Water  Level 

2  Davis  Cane  Carts 

JD  1630  Discs 

JD  2750  4X4 

Call  Grady  Dugas  in  Parks 

at  (318)  845-4774 


For  Sale 


STAND  OUT 

Sell  your  equipment 
in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

Call  (504)  448-3707 
to  place  your  ad  today. 
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Commercial  Members 

OF  THE 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 


Argent  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Assumption  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  398,  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

Deere  &  Company 

John  Deere  Rd.,  Moline,  IL  61265 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier,  Suite  1300,  New  Orleans,  LA  70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

First  National  Bank  of  Lafayette 

P.  O.  Box  90F,  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108,  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

MetLife 

5353  Essen  Lane,  Suite  333,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 


Monsanto 

800  N.  Lindbergh  Blvd.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

The  New  Iberia  Bank 

P.O.  Box  11240,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1240 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  12014,  Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

Rohm  &  Haas 

205  Vivian  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Scott  Construction  Equipment 

P.  O.  Box  340,  Broussard,  LA  70518 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 

A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

703  Fragala,  Rayville,  LA  71269 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Tri-State  Delta  Chemicals 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 
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CLEAR  THE  WAY 
FOR  SUGARCANE. 

Sugarcane  growers  count  on  the  proven 
performance  of  PROWL®  herbicide  for  the 
control  of  key  broadleaf  weeds  and  tough 
grasses,  like  itchgrass,  browntop  panicum 
and  seedling  johnsongrass. 

PROWL  also  gives  sugarcane  growers  extra 
application  flexibility  and  the  value  they  need. 
You  can  even  tank  mix  PROWL  with  other 
registered  herbicides. 

So  clear  the  way  for  sugarcane  with  the 
proven  performance  of  PROWL.  For  more  infor- 
mation, see  your  Cyanamid  AgriCenter™  dealer. 


1 


PR&WL 


http  ://www.  cyanamid.com 

rks,  American  Cyanamid  Com; 
Always  follow  label  directions. 


Hardest 
partbxrTI        ®/ '"Trademarks,  American  Cyanamid  Company  ©1996. 
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Lease  a  Combine  Harvester 


Terms 

5-years  to  7-years. 
Fixed  Purchase  Option 

Payments 

Flexible  to  fit  any 
operation:    Monthly 
Quarterly 
Semiannual 
Annual 


Set  the  terms  you  need! 


Now  you  can  lease  the  Combine  Harvester  you 
need  and  set  the  financing  terms  that  maximize  your 
tax  benefits  and  your  cash  flow.  A  lease  can  be 
structured  to  give  you  a  bigger  tax  deduction  than 
you'd  get  with  a  loan  or  paying  cash. 

Low  payments  combined  with  tax  benefits  gives 
you  a  financing  option  that  meets  your  operation's 
special  needs.  For  information  on  custom-fit  lease 
terms,  call: 


L 


Producers  Ag  Finance,  Inc. 

504-447-4023 


RONT       WIT 


THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Sympathy  for  friends  -  LSU  AG  Extension  Held  Days 


Every  month,  when  it  is  time  to 
prepare  an  article  for  publication 
in  the  bulletin,  it  seems  to  be 
more  difficult  to  find  topics  that  don't 
have  some  repetitiveness;  or  a  topic  that 
in  my  mind  is  not  totally  worn  out;  but, 
more  importantly,  one  that  would  be  of 
interest  to  everyone  in  the  industry.  I 
now  understand  why  these  nationally 
syndicated  columnist  make  so  much 
money  However,  they  have  in  most  in- 
stances a  wide  range  of  topics  from 
which  to  choose  -  politics,  sex,  religion, 
ad  infinitum.  Regardless,  I  now  have 
managed  to  complete  one  paragraph  of 
my  article  for  the  June  issue  of  the  bulle- 
tin! 

Last  week,  during  conversations 
with  several  people  in  the  industry  who 
asked  the  question  of  "What's  going 
on?"  the  only  thing  on  my  mind  at  that 
time  was  not  so  good  news.  A  genera- 
tion of  people  (or  so  it  seems)  who  have 
been  leaders  of  the  Louisiana  industry  in 
the  past  and  their  declining  health  was 
the  topic  of  the  day.  It  was  really  sad  for 
me  to  think  that  these  individuals,  most 
of  whom  are  facing  either  terminal  or 
potentially  terminal  illnesses,  would 
collectively  leave  a  generation  void.  I 
guess  the  void  that  I  speak  of  is  more  the 
thought  that  these  individuals  wouldn't 
be  there,  if  I  ever  needed  to  call  them,  for 
advice  and  guidance.  It  would,  in  some 
respects,  be  similar  to  losing  a  grandpar- 
ent, a  parent,  or  maybe  a  very  close  aunt 
or  uncle  who  has  done  so  much  to  guide 


and  lead  you.  I  know  I  speak  for  all  in 
the  industry  when  I  say  that  I  wish  you 
could  live  forever.  But,  that's  not  an  op- 
tion. On  the  other  hand,  I  can  say  that 
the  Louisiana  industry  appreciates  ev- 
erything that  all  of  you  have  done 
through  the  years.  You  know  who  you 
are.  The  only  reason  I  don't  mention 
your  names  is  because  I'm  sure  you 
don't  want  people  to  feel  sorry  for  you 
or  to  be  a  bother  at  a  time  when  your 
health  is  not  good.  The  important  thing 
is  "thanks  for  everything  that  you  have 
done  throughout  the  years."  The  giving 
of  your  time  unselfishly  to  this  great  in- 
dustry will  never  be  forgotten. 


LSU  Ag  Extension  Field  Days 

Next  month  begins  the  start  of  the 
LSU  Ag  Extension  Field  Days.  I  encour- 
age all  growers  to  participate  in  this 
learning  experience  which  is  also,  in 
most  instances,  a  nice  social  event.  Prior 
to  coming  to  the  League,  when  I  oper- 
ated my  own  businesses,  I  not  only  at- 
tended many  continuing  education 
courses  but  encouraged  and  sent  the 
people  who  worked  for  me  to  the  same 
courses.  It  doesn't  require  a  law  to  say 
that  one  should  keep  up  to  date  with 
their  business.  But,  it  is  just  as  important 
for  the  growers  of  the  food  that  is  con- 
sumed by  the  people  of  this  nation  to 
continue  to  keep  updated  and  be  in- 
formed. That  cannot  only  help  make  you 
an  efficient  grower  but  will  make  you 


more  knowledgeable  and  aware  of  your 
business.  I  encourage  you  all  to  attend 
these  field  days.  The  schedule  follows: 

Extension  Field  Days 

July  1     9:00  a.m. 

St.  John  Parish  Sugarcane  Grower 

Meeting,  Ag  Center  Bldg.,  Edgard,  La. 

July  11    8:00  a.m. 

Terrebonne  Parish  Sugarcane  Field  Day 

USD  A  Farm 

July  16   8:00  a.m. 

St.  Gabriel  Area  Field  Day 

St.  Gabriel  Research  Station 

July  17  8:30  a.m. 

Lafourche  Parish  Sugarcane  Field  Day 

American  Legion  Home,  Raceland,  La. 

July  22   2:00  p.m. 

Assumption  Parish  Sugarcane  Field  Day 
St.  Anne  Church  Hall, 
Napoleonville,  La. 

July  23   3:00  p.m. 

Vermilion  Parish  Sugarcane  School 

Domingue  Farm 

July  24  5:00  p.m. 

Iberia  Parish  Sugarcane  Field  Day 

Iberia  Research  Station,  Jeanerette,  La. 

July  25  2:00  p.m. 

St.  Martin /Lafayette  Parish  Sugarcane 
Field  Day,  Levert-St.  John  Plantation, 
St.  Martinville,  La. 

August  5  tba 

Avoyelles /Rapides /St.  Landry  Parish 

Sugarcane  Meeting 

Bunkie  High  School,  Bunkie,  La. 

August  6  4:00  p.m. 

St.  Mary  Parish  Sugarcane  Field  Day 

American  Legion  Home,  Franklin,  La. 


August  7  2:00  p.m. 

St.  James  Parish  Sugarcane  Field  Day 

Welcome  Farm,  Welcome,  La. 

August  8  9:00  a.m. 

Ascension  Parish  Sugarcane  Field  Day 

Air  Farms,  Donaldsonville,  LA 


American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists 

Additionally,  the  ASSCT  is  also  a 
very  viable  organization.  But,  one  can- 
not benefit  from  the  information  that  is 
presented  at  their  forum(s)  if  they  do  not 
attend.  The  joint  meeting  of  the  Louisi- 
ana and  Florida  ASSCT  will  be  held 
Wednesday,  June  18  through  Friday, 
June  20,  in  Fort  Walton  Beach,  Fla.  Infor- 
mation on  the  scheduled  meetings  of  the 
ASSCT  can  be  secured  by  contacting  Dr. 
Denver  Loupe  at  (504)  388-6930. 

I  have  always  believed  that  if  you 
can  come  home  with  even  only  one  new 
idea  or  gimmick  of  how  to  make  your 
operation  a  better  one,  then  you  have 
received  the  benefit  of  the  time  and 
money  spent  in  attending. 

In  this  day  and  time  we  need  every 
advantage  obtainable;  and,  farming  is 
no  exception. 


Mark  Your 
Calendars! 


The  Annual  Contact  Committee 
Meeting  is  July  8  at  9:00  a.m.  at 
the  K.  of  C.  Home  in  Thibodaux 


A  New  Hi-Crop  For 
Sugar  Industry 


■^V^V^i >:?:;:::: 


Special  Features: 

30-inch  clearance  (front  to  back) 

HP  145, 4-speed  powershift/32-speed  transmission 

Electronic  controlled  3-point  hitch 

Series  40  Detroit  Diesel  466  cu.  inch 

Most  Powerful  Hi-Crop  Ever  Designed 
For  The  Sugar  Industry 

So  Much  More  For  Your  Money 


Ma 


W&. 


[  AGCO  | 


AGCO 
ALLIS 


Cane  Equipment  Cooperative 

25265  Hwy.  1 

Plaquemine,  LA 

(504)  687-2050  fax  (504)  687-0684 


You're  First  at  First  South  PCA 

At  First  South  PCA,  you're  not  just  a  number. 
We  believe  that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions 

are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that 
personal  touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  PCA. 


Ill 


Michele  Simoneaux 

Thibodaux 


First  South  PCA 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 

(504)  446-9450 


Donna  Booty 

Thibodaux 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


General  ^&r    Electric 
Authorized  Dealer 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1-800-256-1269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)447-2696 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


USDA  Allocates  May  Tranche 


The  USDA  released  its  May 
WASDE  report,  showing  the 
stocks-to  use  ratio  to  be  approxi- 
mately 15.414  percent,  just  under  the 
15.5  percent  trigger  necessary  to  avoid 
an  allocation  of  220,460  short  tons,  raw 
value,  under  the  tariff-rate  quota  (TRQ). 
As  a  result,  U.S.  Trade  Rep.  Charlene 
Barshefsky  announced  the  allocation, 
which  was  based  on  the  historical  trade 
patterns  to  the  United  States  of  the  vari- 
ous importing  nations. 

Total  stocks  for  1996-97  were  raised 
by  85,000  short  tons  to  a  total  of  1.526 
million  tons.  Estimated  cane  production 
was  reduced  to  3.2  million  short  tons, 
15,000  tons  lower  than  last  month,  due 
to  poor  projections  in  Hawaii  and  Puerto 
Rico.  Conversely,  estimated  domestic 
consumption  for  1996-97  was  lowered 
by  100,000  short  tons  from  last  month's 
projections  to  9.65  million,  due  to  slower 
deliveries.  The  depressed  deliveries 
comes  partly  as  a  result  of  increased 
imports  of  sugar-containing  goods  and 
higher  domestic  deliveries  of  corn 
sweetener  goods.  The  reduced  deliver- 
ies estimate  translates  to  consumption 
growth  of  approximately  1  percent  for 
the  year,  compared  to  last  year's  rate  of 
2.3  percent. 

The  first  projections  for  the  1997-98 
year  were  also  released.  The  USDA  esti- 
mates domestic  production  to  rise  to  7.5 
million  short  tons,  with  the  increase  at- 
tributed to  gains  in  beet  sugar,  despite 
the  problems  in  the  Red  River  Valley. 
Cane  sugar  production  is  expected  to 
remain  at  3.2  million  tons.  Consumption 


should  grow  by  1.55  percent. 

Miller-Schumer  Bill  Seeks  Change  to 
Sugar  Program 

As  reported  in  last  month's  "Wash- 
ington Update,"  Reps.  Dan  Miller  (R- 
FL)  and  Charles  Schumer  (D-NY)  have 
introduced  a  bill  to  eliminate  the  sugar 
program.  This  marks  the  second  time  in 
two  years  the  two  legislators  have 
teamed  up  to  introduce  an  anti-sugar 
initiative. 

The  current  proposal  seeks  to  accom- 
plish five  goals.  First,  loan  rates  for  both 
raw  cane  and  beet  sugar  would  be  low- 
ered over  the  next  five  years.  The  loan 
rate  for  cane  sugar  would  be  reduced 
from  18  cents  per  pound  to  17  cents  in 
1999,  with  an  additional  reduction  of  1 
cent  each  following  year  until  2002, 
reaching  a  floor  of  14  cents  per  pound. 
The  rate  for  refined  beet  sugar  would  be 
changed  from  22.9  cents  per  pound  to 
"an  amount  that  bears  the  same  relation 
to  the  loan  rate  in  effect"  for  the  pro- 
posed raw  cane  sugar  rate. 

Second,  all  non-recourse  government 
loans  would  be  converted  to  recourse. 
Third,  beginning  in  2003,  no  cane  or  beet 
sugar  crops  would  be  eligible  for  gov- 
ernment loans,  nor  would  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  be  allowed  to  use  funds 
of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  to 
fashion  any  system  of  price  support. 
Fourth,  marketing  quotas  and  allot- 
ments would  be  terminated.  Fifth,  the 
government  would  ensure  that  "ad- 
equate supplies  of  raw  cane  sugar"  are 
available  in  the  United  States  at  prices  no 


greater  than  the  higher  of  either  the 
world  price  or  the  raw  cane  sugar  loan 
rate.  In  effect,  at  current  world  prices, 
this  provision  would  prohibit  the  price 
of  sugar  from  rising  above  that  equal  to 
the  raw  cane  sugar  loan  rate. 

As  the  Sugar  Bulletin  goes  to  press, 
no  hearings  have  been  scheduled.  We 
will  continue  to  provide  updates  on  the 
Miller-Schumer  bill  with  each  issue. 

Redmond  Wins  New  Mexico  Seat 
Vacated  by  Richardson 

Republican  minister  Bill  Redmond 
defeated  Democrat  Eric  Serna  and 
Green  Party  candidate  Carol  Miller  in  a 
special  election  to  fill  the  seat  of  former 
Rep.  Bill  Richardson  who  accepted  a 
post  as  Ambassador  to  the  United  Na- 
tions. Redmond's  victory  in  the  largely 
Democratic  district  comes  as  surprise  to 
most  observers.  Earning  only  31  percent 
of  the  vote  in  a  challenge  to  Richardson 
last  fall,  Redmond  benefited  this  time 
from  the  entry  of  Miller  who  appeared 
to  have  siphoned  votes  from  Serna.  With 
all  of  the  ballots  counted  but  still  unoffi- 
cial, Redmond  took  43  percent,  with 
Serna  and  Miller  taking  40  percent  and 
17  percent,  respectively. 

The  election  increases  the  narrow 
Republican  majority  to  22  seats.  In  all, 
Republicans  hold  a  228-206  margin  of 
control  over  Democrats.  The  lone  inde- 
pendent, Rep.  Bernie  Sanders  of  Ver- 
mont, votes  predominantly  along 
Democratic  party  lines  and  participates 
in  Democratic  seniority  rules  for  minor- 
ity committee  assignments. 

Negotiations  Begin  Over  Canadian 
Access  to  U.S.  Sugar  Market 

Canada  and  the  United  States  met 
recently  in  an  effort  to  resolve  a  dispute 
regarding  the  U.S.  Sugar-Containing 
Product  re-export  program,  according  to 
America's  Trade,  an  international  trade 


publication.  The  talks,  initiated  pursu- 
ant to  NAFTA' s  Chapter  20  dispute 
settlement  procedure,  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  informal  discussions  between 
Ottawa  and  Washington,  as  the  two  na- 
tions try  to  work  out  a  compromise.  An 
arrangement  that  is  being  publicly  dis- 
cussed would  involve  increased  access 
for  Canadian  refined  sugar  and  sugar- 
containing  products,  but  would  allow 
the  U.S.  program  to  remain  in  place. 


Long  Pest 
Management,  Inc. 

Insect,  Weed  &  Disease  Management 

Soil  Testing  &  Fertilizer  Recommendations 

Crop  Management  Services 

Henry  Long,  Ph.D.,  Senior  Consultant 

Dan  Long,  Assistant  Consultant 

Judy  Price,  Technician 

Jason  Pontif  &  Randy  Richard,  Scouts 

P.  0.  Box  1193,  720  Hwy.  308,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  446-3520  (office)  (504)  449-61 70  (mobile) 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (3 1 8)  367-8233 


TRI- 

STATE 

Delta  Chemicals 

Thibodaux,  La. 
(504)  447-4081 

Jeanerette,  La. 
(318)276-5051 

New  Roads,  La. 
(504)  638-8343 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(504)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 
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PRE-OWNED  TRACTORS 


(D)  U190L 

(D)  U1362D 
(D)  U1421D 
(T)  U1385D 
(M)  U415M 
(T)  U1399D 
CD)  U1400D 
(T)  U1278T 
CD)  U1414D 
(T)  U1411D 
(D)  U1424D 
CD)  U1413D 
(D)  U1396D 
(T)  U1406D 
(D)  U1383D 
(D)  U1420D 
(D)  U1308T 
(T)  U1275T 


JD  5400,  2  WD,  60  HP 
JD2750,Mudder,4WD 
JD  2955,  Mudder,  4WD 
JD  6300,  2WD,  cab&air 
JD  3010,  LP  Tractor 
JD  3155,  MFWD,  Cab,  95hp 
JD  4020,  Hi  Crop,  Synchr. 
JD  4230,  Hi  Crop,  2  post 
JD  4440,  Hi  Crop>  4  post 
JD  4440,  Hi  Crop,  4  post 
JD  7400  HC,  MFWD,  2  post 
JD  7400  HC,  MFWD,  cab/air 
JD  7400,  HC,  MFWD  cab&air 
JD  4560,  MFWD,  cab&air 
JD  4850,  MFWD,  cab&air  * 
JD  8640, 4WD,  cab  &  air 
IH  1066,  Hi  Crop 
IH  1466,  Row  Crop 


EQUIPMENT 


(D)  D000009  JD390  Flail  Mower 

(D)  U1388D  JD  1008  10'  Rotary  Cutter 


$18,105 

$14,000 

SOLD 

$28,500 

$4,900 

$29,806 

$5,000 

$11,529 

$22,830 

SOLD 

$46,935 

SOLD 

$52,665 

$59,532: 

$33,653 

SOLD 

$7,500 

$4,860 


$3,597 
$2,500 


HAY  EQUIPMENT 


(D)U1304T  3-pt  Round  Bale  Hay  Fork        $250 

(D)  10208  Vicon  KM240  Mower  cond.   $5,570 

(T)U1165T  New  Holl.  850  Round  Baler  $3,695 

(T)  U1270T  Vicon  1511  Round  Baler         $6,800 

(T)  U1291T  IH  23  Side  Delivery  Rake       $2,000 


TILLAGE  EQUIPMENT 


(D)  10568A     Blanton  Crop  Maker  $800 

(T)  U1281T    JD  331  Disk  Harrow  $4,375 

(T>  U1288T    IH  4  Bottom  Plow  $500 


CONSUMER  PRODUCTS 


(M)  U426M  JD  650  Compact  Utit  Tractor  SOLD 

(D)U1374D  JD  950  Comp  Util  Tractor      $9,675 

(D)U1397D  JD  970  Comp  Util  Tractor     $12,200 

(L)  182L  IH  185  Cub  SOLD 

(D)U1425D  JD  6x4  Gator,  w/ warranty     $5,866 

(D)  U1365D  JD  855  Hydrostatic  Tractor 

w  /  72-inch  Belly  Mower       $1 0,234 


Used  Equipment  Financing  Available 

*  $5,000  Down,  7.65%  APR,  5  Year  Terms 
All  financing  subject  to  approval 

(D)  Donaldsonville  (800)  526-7639 
CT)  Thibodaux  (504)  446-5061 
I  |   I  |   f  JJ       (L)  LaPlace  (800)  526-5990 

r^  t - r  ii i  f  n  *  rn  /V1 *  #>dl^7^T?^t     (p>  Prarieville  (800)  526-7633 
EQUIPMENT  COMPANY,  INC     (M)  Monroe  (800)  524-9118 


THE  DIFFERENCE 

IS  NOW 
CRYSTAL  |£Effl( 

CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting  x^  Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonvillc  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-7927      (504)  447-3776 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

Contact  Committee  Meeting  -  Crop  Report 
Cultivation  Efficiency 


The  League's  annual  Contact  Com 
mittee  meeting  will  be  held  this 
year  on  Tuesday,  July  8,  in 
Thibodaux  at  the  Knights  of  Columbus 
Home  on  St.  Patrick  Highway  beginning 
at  9:00am.  For  those  not  familiar  with 
the  K.C.  Home,  it  is  adjacent  to  the  Tri 
State  Delta  (Crop  Mate)  Fertilizer  plant 
and  is  only  a  few  hundred  feet  north  of 
the  Jackson  Street  bridge  which  crosses 
Bayou  Lafourche.  This  bridge  is  just  up 
Bayou  Lafourche  from  the  Canal  Street 
bridge,  which  is  adjacent  to  the  Howard 
Johnson  and  near  the  League  office. 

An  all-day  meeting  has  been  sched- 
uled with  a  central  theme  of  mechaniza- 
tion. In  addition  to  being  the  annual 
Contact  Committee  meeting  for  agricul- 
ture, this  meeting  will  comprise  the  pro- 
cessor contact  committee  as  well  as  the 
League's  Computer  Users  Group. 
Lunch  will  be  served  as  part  of  the  meet- 
ing which  should  conclude  by  mid-af- 
ternoon. 

As  part  of  the  mechanization  theme, 
there  will  be  discussions  on  billet  plant- 
ing, combine  harvesting,  green  cane  vs. 
burned  cane  harvest,  topping,  cane  dete- 
rioration, cane  sampling,  processing  bil- 
let cane,  and  economic  analysis  of  har- 
vest systems  as  well  as  economic  analy- 
sis of  sugarcane  production.  Speakers 
are  being  confirmed  as  this  article  goes 
to  print  in  an  effort  to  provide  industry 
members  with  the  latest  information 
available  on  these  very  important  topics. 
As  can  be  seen  from  the  description, 
there  should  be  information  of  interest 


to  all  industry  members;  growers,  pro- 
cessors, land  owners,  businesses,  scien- 
tists and  anyone  interested  in  the 
industry's  future. 

All  industry  members  are  invited  to 
attend.  This  is  not  a  meeting  just  for 
committee  members.  Everyone  is  en- 
couraged to  be  there  and  participate  in 
the  discussions  that  will  certainly  hap- 
pen with  regard  to  the  mechanization 
issue. 

In  an  effort  to  get  some  idea  on  the 
number  of  lunches  that  need  to  be  pre- 
pared, we  request  that  you  return  the 
postcard  in  this  issue  of  the  bulletin  or 
call  the  League  office  so  we  can  calcu- 
late an  appropriate  number  of  partici- 
pants. Thank  you  in  advance  for  your 
cooperation  in  helping  us  plan  a  meet- 
ing that  will  provide  you  with  informa- 
tion that  can  help  you  maintain  effi- 
ciency. 

Crop  Report 

Although  the  1997  crop  had  an  early 
start,  cool  temperatures,  cloudy  skies, 
and  wet  field  conditions  reduced  much 
of  the  early  growth  potential.  As  a  result 
of  the  inclement  weather,  field  work  has 
been  delayed  this  year  and  it  is  only  now 
in  mid-May  that  many  growers  are  fer- 
tilizing and  cultivating.  Despite  the  poor 
spring  weather,  cane  stands  are  gener- 
ally good  across  the  belt.  League 
Agronomists,  consultants,  county 
agents,  and  others  who  travel  the  belt, 
indicate  only  a  few  fields  which  are  less 
than  adequate  in  stand.  Some  of  these 
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are  late  planted  cane.  Even  these  fields 
with  a  late  tillering  season,  still  have  the 
potential  to  produce  well.  At  the  present 
time,  the  crop  of  1997  would  appear  to 
have  a  better  overall  stand  than  the 
record  yielding  crop  of  1996  did  on  this 
same  date.  Many  things  can  go  wrong 
between  now  and  harvest;  however, 
good  stands  are  the  first  step  to  making 
good  yields.  One  factor  in  estimating 
this  crop  will  certainly  be  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  higher  percentage  of  plant  cane 
in  the  state  this  year  as  compared  to 
other  years.  This  is  especially  true  in  the 
northern  and  western  areas  of  the  cane 
belt. 

Another  factor  that  will  certainly 
impact  crop  estimates  for  1997  is  the 
amount  of  LCP  85-384  that  was  planted 
last  fall.  This  variety  was  harvested  on 
only  about  10  percent  of  the  state's  acre- 
age last  year  and  therefore,  had  little 
impact  on  the  state's  yields.  This  year  it 
will  be  harvested  on  considerably  more 
acreage,  some  estimate  as  high  as  20-30 
percent  of  the  total  acreage.  Given  the 
fact  that  yield  tests  indicate  it  to  be  at 
least  30  percent  higher  in  sugar  per  acre 
than  the  older  standard  varieties,  one 
could  assume  that  yield  potential  for  the 
state  should  increase.  Whether  this 
sugar  makes  its  way  to  the  warehouse  or 
not  remains  to  be  seen.  However,  there  is 
definitely  potential  for  the  industry  to 
realize  increased  yield  by  using  LCP  85- 
384.  Of  course,  with  its  higher  yields  of 
cane  tonnage  comes  the  lodging  and  the 
difficulty  in  harvesting.  Combine  har- 
vesters have  now  become  a  reality  in 
Louisiana  as  a  result  of  LCP  85-384. 

Cultivation  Efficiency 

One  obvious  objective  that  many 
growers  have  attempted  to  achieve  this 
spring  is  the  combination  of  operations 
in  cultural  practices  and  weed  control 
areas.  Numerous  people  have  noted  that 


growers  across  the  cane  belt  are  combin- 
ing different  operations  in  an  effort  to 
reduce  input  costs  and  effectively  arrive 
at  some  type  of  reduced  tillage  opera- 
tion. New  sprayers  and  fertilizer  appli- 
cators mounted  on  cultivation  equip- 
ment, combining  cultivation  passes,  and 
reduced  numbers  of  cultivation  passes 
are  all  being  noted  throughout  the  in- 
dustry this  spring.  Economics  is  usually 
the  driving  force  that  moves  these  types 
of  activities,  and  the  fact  that  more  mini- 
mum tillage  operations  are  being  seen  is 
further  evidence  of  the  price  squeeze 
growers  find  themselves  in.  Standstill  or 
falling  sugar  prices  have  been  accompa- 
nied by  increasing  costs  of  production 
over  the  years.  Increasing  sugar  produc- 
tion and /or  decreasing  input  costs  are 
ways  to  improve  efficiency,  and  this  in- 
dustry continues  to  examine  all  possible 
ways  to  remain  as  efficient  as  possible. 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*  Fully  Automatic* 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 

Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 

(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 

Shop  (318)  585-2437 
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Genesis  70  series  tractors  from  New  Holland  •  145  to  210  PTO 
horsepower  •  Advanced  state  of  the  art  powershift  transmission 

Ask  about  our  special  sale  on  our  rental  fleet  tractors  •  Priced  to 
move  with  warranties  •  Trade-ins  welcomed  •  Financing  available 

M&L  Industries,  Inc. 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  La.  70360 
(504)  876-2280  •  (800)  969-0068 


Broussard 

3811  Hwy.  90  East 
(318)  837-2763 
(800)  960-0067 


Baton  Rouge 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 
(504)  355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 
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Iberia  Co-Op  Officer  Restructuring 


Effective  May  2,  Malcolm  "Mac"  Viator  as- 
sumed the  position  of  vice  president  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  Iberia  Sugar  Corp. 

Mac  held  the  position  of  president  for  9  years 
and  is  giving  up  this  position  to  be  able  to  spend 
more  time  with  his  own  business  activities.  Dur- 
ing Mac's  time  as  president,  the  cooperative  has 
made  substantial  progress  in  modernizing  its  fa- 
cilities. I  know  you  will  want  to  join  me  in  thank- 
ing Mac  for  his  commitment  to  the  cooperative 
and  in  supporting  him  in  his  new  role  as  vice 
president. 

Also  effective  May  2,  Ronald  J.  Gonsoulin  will 
be  taking  up  the  position  of  president  of  the  board. 

Ronnie  will  leave  the  post  of  vice  president 


which  he  has  held  for  almost  one  year.  Ronnie  is 
known  to  many  people  through  his  active  in- 
volvement in  sugar  industry  related  organizations 
including;  Farm  Bureau,  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  and  American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Tech- 
nologists. Ronnie  has  a  family  involvement  in  the 
cooperative  which  extends  from  the  time  our 
sugar  mill  started  production.  Ronnie's  new  posi- 
tion as  president  of  the  board  will  add  to  his  al- 
ready sizable  list  of  responsibilities.  I  ask  that  you 
join  with  me  in  offering  Ronnie  full  support  in 
making  his  new  roll  both  productive  and  gratify- 
ing. 

Anthony  R.N.  Parris 
General  Manager 


Wanted:  p  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 


Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana  Returns  $2.6  Million 

OPELOUSAS,  La.  —  More  than  550  area  farmers,  ranchers,  agribusiness 
owners  and  rural  homeowners  who  do  business  with  the  Federal  Land  Bank  As- 
sociation (FLBA)  of  South  Louisiana  should  have  been  pleasantly  surprised 
when  more  than  bills  appeared  in  the  mailbox  during  the  last  part  of  April.  A 
$2.6  million  return  to  member-stockholders  of  the  FLBA  of  South  Louisiana  was 
a  direct  result  of  the  board's  decision  to  reduce  stock  requirements  from  5  to  2 
percent. 

"We  are  pleased  to  announce  this  return  to  our  investors,"  said  Burns  Wright, 
CEO.  "Passing  down  success  to  the  member-stockholders  is  the  very  definition 
of  cooperative  business." 

The  FLBA  of  South  Louisiana  holds  approximately  $85  million  in  loans  out- 
standing in  36  parishes.  The  association  is  a  member-owned  cooperative  provid- 
ing long-term  financing,  for  agricultural  real  estate,  rural  residences  and 
agribusinesses.  The  association  has  offices  located  in  Amite,  Crowley,  Opelousas 
and  Port  Allen. 

The  FLBA  of  South  Louisiana  Board  of  Directors  includes:  Chairman  R. 
Ernest  Girouard  Jr.  of  Kaplan,  Vice  Chairman  Walter  Lee  of  Ville  Platte,  Gerald 
E.  Moore  of  Pine  Island,  John  M.  Evans  of  White  Castle,  Larry  M.  McDaniel  of 
Kentwood,  Patrick  P.  Richard  of  Napoleonville,  and  Bobby  E.  Stanley  of  Port 
Allen. 

The  preceding  is  a  paid  advertisement  of  Federal  Land  Bank  Association. 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


Sean  M.  Prados 


1997  Regular  Session  Still  "Truckin' 


The  brisk  pace  of  the  1997  legisla- 
tive session  shows  no  signs  of 
slowing.  Both  houses  have  sev- 
eral hundred  bills  on  their  calendars;  the 
House  plans  to  erode  a  great  deal  of  this 
by  working  on  the  Floor  in  several  all 
day  "marathons''  during  the  next  couple 
of  weeks.  Law  makers  now  have  less 
than  a  month  to  consider  numerous 
pieces  of  legislation. 

Following  the  leadership  of  the  gov- 
ernor, law  makers  have  already  accom- 
plished a  great  deal.  Two  major  initia- 
tives, which  have  already  become  law, 
includes  workforce  development  and 
the  transfer  of  Charity  Hospitals  to  LSU. 

The  following  is  a  discussion  on 
some  of  the  issues  currently  being  de- 
bated: 

Agricultural  Permits 

HB  885,  by  Rep.  Rob  Marionneaux  of 
Livonia,  provides  special  agriculture 
hauling  permits  for  agriculture  products 
in  addition  to  sugar  and  cotton.  During 
debate,  Rep.  Buddy  Shaw  of  Shreveport 
attempted  to  lower  the  maximum  allow- 
able weight  that  can  be  hauled  on  high- 
ways. Thanks  to  Rep.  Marionneaux  and 
other  sugar  belt  legislators,  Rep.  Shaw's 
attempt  failed  and  the  bill  moved  to  the 
Senate. 

Workers'  Compensation 

In  a  major  victory  for  business,  the 
Senate  finally  passed  SB  922  by  Sen. 
Dardenne  of  Baton  Rouge.  The  bill  seeks 
to  reverse  the  Supreme  Court  decision 
which  grants  judges  wide  latitude  in 


allowing  employees  of  subcontractors  to 
sue  the  principals.  The  bill  provides  a 
rebuttable  presumption  of  a  statutory 
employer  relationship  whenever  there  is 
a  written  contract  between  the  principal 
and  the  employee's  direct  employer 
which  recognizes  the  principal  as  a 
statutory  employer. 

Auto  Insurance 

The  governor  and  numerous  legisla- 
tors are  making  another  attempt  to 
lower  auto  insurance  rates  for  the  citi- 
zens of  this  state.  After  the  House  Insur- 
ance Committee  deferred  the  first  bill,  a 
substitute  bill  was  developed  combining 
the  best  of  two  bills. 

Rep.  Jim  Donelon  of  Metairie  has 
agreed  to  author  HB  2513.  The  bill  in  its 
current  form  includes  elements  of  the 
"no  pay,  no  play"  and  "no  fault"  bills. 
Other  than  rate  reductions,  many  legis- 
lators want  to  change  the  sue  happy  le- 
gal system  we  currently  have. 

Utility  Deregulation 

The  House  Commerce  Committee 
voted  to  defer  HB  2061  which  would 
have  required  the  deregulation  of  elec- 
tricity. Proponents  for  the  bill  will  likely 
make  another  attempt  to  revive  the  is- 
sue. 

In  addition  to  the  above  mentioned 
issues,  many  other  issues  are  being  de- 
bated which  affect  our  sugar  industry.  I 
strongly  urge  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  members  to  thank  your  legisla- 
tors and  ask  them  to  continue  support- 
ing our  great  industry. 
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A  Report  of  the  1996 
Outfield  Variety  Tests 


BY 

Herman  Waguespack.  Jr.,  ASCL 

Agronomist 

Windell  H.  Jackson,  ASCL 

Agronomist 

Donnie  D.  Garrison,  USDA'ARS, 

SHRC.  Agronomist 

Kenneth  L.  Quebedeaux. 

LAES-Rjesearch  Associate 

This  report  is  written  to  inform  the 
Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  of 
the  agronomic  performance  of  va- 
rieties harvested  in  outfield  variety  tests 
during  1996.  Outfield  variety  tests  are 
conducted  during  the  final  three  years  of 
the  12-year  multistage  Louisiana  sugar- 
cane variety  program.  These  tests,  de- 
signed to  obtain  yield  and  harvestability 
data,  are  on  sugarcane  farms  with  typi- 
cal soil  of  the  region.  With  the  coopera- 
tion of  each  farm,  tests  are  planted,  man- 
aged and  harvested  according  to  recom- 
mended practices.  The  coordination  of 
activities  and  the  evaluation  of  yield  and 
harvestability  are  accomplished  jointly 
by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League,  the 
Agricultural  Research  Service  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agricul^ 
ture,  and  the  Louisiana  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station  of  the  Louisiana 
State  University  Agricultural  Center. * 

Information  about  each  outfield  test 
location  such  as  soil  type,  growing  re- 
gion, planting  date  and  harvest  date  are 

1  Researchers  who  conduct  the  outfield  testing  program  express  their  appreciation  to  growers  for  par- 
ticipating in  the  many  stages  of  the  variety  program. 


presented  in  Table  1.  Inl996, 25  outfield 
tests  (10  locations  throughout  the  sugar- 
cane belt)  were  mechanically  harvested 
with  conventional  two-row,  whole-stalk 
harvesters.  Additional  information  on 
the  procedures  used  for  data  collection 
and  preparation  are  given  in  the  publi- 
cations listed  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

Harvestability  observations  were 
made  at  all  outfield  locations  during 
1996  and  varieties  were  classified  ac- 
cording to  the  amount  of  scrap  observed 
in  each  plot.  Although  some  tests  were 
lodged,  the  mechanical  harvesters  were 
able  to  place  cane  on  the  heap  such  that 
few  negative  comments  were  recorded. 

Yield  data  for  all  locations  within  a 
soil  type  and  crop  are  reported  in  Tables 
2  and  3.  These  tables  show  data  for  sugar 
per  acre,  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  stalk 
weight  and  stalk  population.  Only  sugar 
per  acre  is  discussed  in  this  report.  Sta- 
tistical analyses  of  the  data  were  used  to 
determine  if  means  within  each  yield 
grouping  were  significantly  different. 
Since  the  commercial  variety  CP  70-321 
occupied  the  largest  percentage  of  the 
industry's  acreage  in  1996,  it  is  used  as  a 
standard  and  is  highlighted  in  each 
yield  table  for  ease  of  comparison.  It 
should  be  noted  that  although  the  re- 
sults are  presented  by  soil  type,  statisti- 
cal analyses  of  past  outfield  data  suggest 
that  the  relative  yields  of  current  variet- 
ies are  not  affected  by  soil  type. 

Of  the  unreleased  varieties,  on  light 
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soil,  only  LHo  92-314  yielded  signifi- 
cantly less  sugar  per  acre  than  CP  70-321 
in  plant-cane.  On  heavy  soil,  HoCP  91- 
555  yielded  significantly  more  sugar  per 
acre  than  CP  70-321,  but  L  92-315 
yielded  significantly  less  sugar  per  acre 
than  the  standard  variety.  The  variety 
HoCP  88-739  yielded  significantly  more 
sugar  per  acre  than  CP  70-321  in  first- 
stubble  on  light  soil  and  in  second 
stubble  on  both  light  and  heavy  soil. 
This  variety  is  being  increased  on  sec- 
ondary stations. 

Of  the  commercial  varieties,  on  light 
soil,  only  LCP  85-384  yielded  signifi- 
cantly more  sugar  per  acre  than  CP  70- 
321  in  the  plant-cane,  first-stubble  and 
second-stubble  crops.  Yielding  signifi- 
cantly more  second-stubble  sugar  per 
acre  than  CP  70-321were  the  varieties 
LCP  82-89,  LHo  83-153  and  HoCP  85- 
845.  On  heavy  soil,  CP  65-357  and  LCP 
85-384  yielded  significantly  more  sugar 
per  acre  than  CP  70-321  in  the  plant-cane 


and  second  stubble  crops.  LCP  82-89 
yielded  significantly  more  sugar  per 
acre  than  CP  70-321  in  the  plant-cane 
crop,  while  CP  72-370  and  HoCP  85-845 
yielded  significantly  more  sugar  per 
acre  than  CP  70-321  in  the  second- 
stubble  crop. 

References: 

1.  Fanguy,  H.P.  and  D.D.  Garrison.  1982. 
Sugarcane  variety  testing  in  Louisiana. 
Proc.  Inter- American  Sugar  Cane  Semi- 
nar 111:135-138. 

2.  Garrison,  D.D.,  K.L.  Quebedeaux, 
H.L.  Waguespack  and  W.J.  Jackson. 
1996.  Outfield  Variety  Tests  for  1995. 
Sugar  Bull.  74(9):21-25. 

3.  Legendre,  B.L.  and  M.T.  Henderson. 
1972.  History  and  development  of  sugar 
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Table  1: 

Dates  of  planting, 

dates  of  harvest,  soil  types 

and  region  for 

10  outfield  locations 

during 

1996  in  the  plant-cane 

,  first  stubble  and  second  stubble  crops. 

Location 

Crop  Year 

Plant 

-cane 

First-stubble 

Second-stubble 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

1995 

1996 

1994 

1996 

1993 

1996 

Light  Soil 

B.  Secour1 

9/20 

11/26 

9/13 

11/13 

9/30 

11/06       i 

Georgia2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8/25 

11/01 

Glenwood2 

9/19 

12/02 

9/28 

11/12 

9/17 

j 

Lanaux1 

9/22 

11/25 

9/22 

11/25 

9/02 

11/07 

Raceland2 

9/12 

12/03 

10/04 

12/03 

_... 

__- 

R.  Hebert3 

9/13 

11/22 

9/26 

11/22 

9/17 

11/05      ! 

St.  John3 

— 

— 

9/20 

11/14 

9/08 

11/14 

Heavy  Soil 

Allain3 

9/14 

11/19 

9/30 

11/19 

10/05 

11/04 

Magnolia2 

9/01 

11/18 

9/27 

11/18 

10/07 

10/28 

Oaklawn3 

9/06 

12/09 

— 

— 

— 

Palo  Alto1 

9/08 

12/06 

— 

— 

9/29 

12/06 

Regions 

1  =  Mississippi  River 

area 

2  =  Bayou  Lafourche 

area 

3  =  Bayou  Teche  area 
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Table  2:  Combined  analysis  of  outfield  tests  on  light  soil  locations  during 

2996. 

Variety 

Sugar /A 

Tons/A 

Sugar/T 

Population 

St.  Wt. 

Plant- 

•cane  crop  at  five  locations 

CP65-357 

8587 

35.2+ 

246 

23670+ 

2.97 

CP70-321 

7892 

32.1 

246 

20995 

3.09 

CP72-370 

7868 

32.4 

243 

21339 

3.05 

LCP82-89 

8313 

34.2 

242 

23518+ 

2.93- 

LHo83-153 

8361 

34.9 

240 

25315+ 

2.76- 

LCP85-384 

9024+ 

34.3 

264+ 

26150+ 

2.62- 

HoCP85-845 

7732 

34.1 

228- 

23211+ 

2.93- 

HoCP91-552 

7347 

31.6 

232- 

25154+ 

2.53- 

HoCP91-555 

8433 

33.1 

254 

26496+ 

2.50- 

\    LHo92-314 

7095- 

30.5 

233- 

23354+ 

2.63- 

!    L92-315 

7467 

31.9 

235 

24600+ 

2.61- 

HoCP92-674 

7535 

27.6- 

273+ 

18553- 

2.99 

MSD005 

792 

3.0 

11 

2021 

0.15 

First-stubble  crop 

at  six  locations 

CP65-357 

6674 

25.4 

262 

19742 

2.58 

CP70-321 

7253 

28.1 

259 

22220 

2.53 

CP72-370 

6748 

27.6 

244- 

21090 

2.64 

LHo83-153 

8087 

32.5+ 

249 

26291+ 

2.47 

LCP85-384 

10531+ 

39.1+ 

269 

36277+ 

2.16- 

HoCP85-845 

8058 

32.3 

249 

25587 

2.53 

HoCP88-739 

8428+ 

29.3 

288+ 

22655 

2.59 

HoCP91-552 

7787 

31.6 

246- 

30530+ 

2.07- 

MSDa05 

1144 

4.3 

11 

3402 

0.15 

Second  stubble  crop 

at  five  locations 

CP65-357 

6220 

25.2 

247 

21143 

2.39 

CP70-321 

5964 

25.1 

238 

21150 

2.37 

CP72-370 

5647 

23.1 

247 

20751 

2.21-    ! 

LCP82-89 

7236+ 

29.4+ 

246 

25618+ 

2.32 

LHo83-153 

7197+ 

29.9+ 

241 

26660+ 

2.24 

LCP85-384 

9419+ 

35.7+ 

264+ 

37652+ 

1.92- 

HoCP85-845 

8200+ 

33.4+ 

245 

29106+ 

2.32 

LCP86-454 

6344 

27.7 

229 

19567 

2.84+ 

HoCP88-739 

8356+ 

29.4+ 

284+ 

25386+ 

2.31 

MSD005 

957 

3.5 

13 

3348 

0.14 

(+)  or  (-)  denotes  yields  which  are  statistically  higher  01 

lower  than  CP  70-321. 
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Table  3:  Combined  analysis  of  outfield  tests  on  heavy  soil  locations  during 

1996. 

Variety 

Sugar /A 

Tons /A 

Sugar /T 

Population 

St.  Wt. 

Plant- 

cane  crop  at  four  locations 

CP65-357 

8995+ 

33.7+ 

267 

24161 

2.80 

CP70-321 

8117 

29.9 

270 

22460 

2.68 

CP72-370 

8573 

31.8 

269 

23494 

2.74 

LCP82-89 

9708+ 

36.2+ 

268 

27561+ 

2.65 

LHo83-153 

8309 

32.2+ 

257- 

26033+ 

2.49- 

LCP85-384 

10349+ 

36.8+ 

280+ 

32192+ 

2.32- 

HoCP85-845 

8509 

32.7+ 

259- 

25793+ 

2.59 

HoCP91-552 

8180 

31.3 

261- 

28755+ 

2.18- 

HoCP91-555 

10310+ 

36.2+ 

284+ 

31888+ 

2.31- 

LHo92-314 

7818 

30.0 

260- 

24468 

2.49- 

L92-315 

7413- 

28.6 

259- 

24916+ 

2.32- 

HoCP92-674 

8198 

27.8- 

295+ 

20563 

2.73 

MSD005 

641 

2.0 

8 

2349 

0.17 

First-stubble  crop 

at  two  locatii 

3ns 

CP65-357 

7732 

28.9 

267 

22957 

2.52 

CP70-321 

7128 

28.0 

255 

22843 

2.47 

CP72-370 

6753 

25.8 

260 

21859 

2.38 

LHo83-153 

7203 

27.8 

259 

25690 

2.18 

LCP85-384 

7538 

27.6 

274 

31009+ 

1.77- 

HoCP85-845 

7346 

27.0 

270 

25152 

2.18 

HoCP88-739 

7429 

26.2 

284+ 

23611 

2.25 

HoCP91-552 

7345 

27.7 

264 

27707 

2.02 

MSD005 

1548 

ns 

22 

5012 

0.46 

Second  stubble  crop 

at  three  locations 

CP65-357 

6253+ 

23.1+ 

270 

23885+ 

1.94 

CP70-321 

4386 

16.7 

261 

16518 

2.04 

CP72-370 

6196+ 

22.6 

273 

24969+ 

1.84- 

LCP82-89 

5182 

20.0 

262 

22220 

1.79- 

LHo83-153 

5651 

22.4 

253 

25213+ 

1.78- 

LCP85-384 

7219+ 

26.9+ 

268 

35610+ 

1.53- 

HoCP85-845 

6480+ 

26.0+ 

248 

29425+ 

1.78- 

LCP86-454 

5704 

21.6 

261 

20797 

2.11 

HoCP88-739 

7029+ 

24.3+ 

290+ 

26339+ 

1.86 

MSD005 

1736 

6.0 

26 

5789 

0.18 

(+)  or  (-)  denotes  yields  which  are  statistically  higher  or  lower  than  CP  70-321. 
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A  S  S  I  F  I  E  D  S 


FOR        SALE 


•  1991  Case/lnt'l  7130,  with  front  wheel 
drive,  PTO,  heavy  duty  steel  bumper 
with  box,  3640  hrs.,  still  under  warranty 
-  $51 ,056;  1 972  Thompson  Cane 
Cutter  with  large  JD  engine  and  front 
wheel  assist  $12,800;  1974  JD  4020 
Loader  with  attachment  -  $9,350;  4 
Davis  Cane  Carts  -  $14,600;  3 
Planter's  Aids  -  $3,975;  3-row  Tiller 
with  3  pt.  hitch,  openers,  and  extra 
blades  -  $4,635;  3-row  Bottom  Plow 
with  3  pt.  hitch  and  gauge  wheels  - 
$750;  18'  Flat  Chopper  w/cylinder 
$925;  6'  Case  End  Row  Flat  Chopper  - 
$150;  4  ft.  Shredder  -  $350;  3  row 
Packer  -$400;  Lilliston  Hoe  -  $325; 
Sub-soiler  -  $450.  Call  Randy 
Gonsoulin  at  (318)  365-0014. 

•  Single-row  Broussard  Harvester  with 

CAT  Engine;  Broussard  Field  Loader 

with  new  style  piler.  $45,000  both.  Call 
(318)  838-2505  or  (318)  346-6174. 

•  41'  Rayne  Plane  Land  Leveler;  JD  3- 

row  Plow;  3-row  Lilliston  Cultivator; 
5-row  Spray  Boom;  8'x20'  Davis 
Planters  Aid.  Call  Pat  Accardo  Farms 
at  (318)  836-9370  or  (318)  828-2886. 

•  2  Tandem  Transloader  Wagons  (large, 

built  by  Cameco);  1987  Cameco  2-row 
Harvester.  Call  (504)  369-6628. 

•  Broussard  Single-row  Harvester  with 

CAT  Engine;  1086  Int'l  Hi  Clearance; 
1394  Case  4x4  Mudder;  Cameco  SP- 
2000  Field  Loader  with  JD  Engine;  2  - 
8'x20'  Planters  Aid;  Int'l  3-row 
Cultivator  with  hydraulic  cylinders; 
Cane  Grabs  for  Excuvator;  Dynex 
Pumps  &  Motors  for  Broussard 
Harvester  and  Loader;  4  cylinder  CAT 
Engine.  Call  David  Jarreau  at  (504) 
627-9577. 

•  40'  Land  Leveler,  J  &  LType.  Call  Willie 

after  5  p.m.  at  (504)  448-2395. 

•  Prentice  Transloader  with  cab  on  GM 
truck  with  diesel  engine,  both  in 


excellent  condition  -  $5,000;  1970  Ford 
9000  with  290  Cummins  engine,  new 
pump.  -  $3,500;  Lufkin  Grain  Trailer 
with  aluminim  sides,  excellent  condition 

-  $5,000;  1984  Thompson  Cane  Cutter 
with  JD  engine,  ready  to  cut  -  $4,500. 
Call  Jarreau's  Farms  at  (504)  625  2429. 

•  1976  1066  Int'l  Turbo  -  $5,000;  (4)  1981 

1086  Int'l  -  $8,000  each,  1974  6030 
Int'l  -  $3,000;  1970  4020  Int'l  -  $5,000; 
1977  8430  Int'l  -  $8,000;  1978  Int'l  - 
$8,000;  1988  4250  Power  Shift  - 
$25,000;  1989  2955  Power  Shift  -$ 
18,000;  1980  4240  Power  Shift  - 
$12,500;  1979  2440  Power  Shift  - 
$6,000;  1976  4630  Power  Shift  - 
$10,500.  Call  Northside  Planting  at 
(318)828-2188. 

•  Broussard  Single-row  Harvester,  good 

condition.  Broussard  Planters  Aid, 

good  condition.  Call  (318)  364-8886 
after  7  p.m. 

•  1983  S30  4x4  cab  and  air,  new  style  air 

-  $45,000;  3020  Hi-Crop  w/Cameco 
loader,  new  engine  -  $5,000;  JD  3-row, 
new  blade  -  $2,500;  2  Cane  Field 
Wagons  -  $2,500  ea.;  16'  1630  JD 
Disk  -  $2,500;  3-row  Cane  Packer,  pull 
type  -  $1 ,000;  Cane  Grab  -  $900.  Call 
J.W.  Hurdle  in  Port  Allen  at  (504)  749- 
2892. 

•  Broussard  Single-Row  Harvester, 

good  condition  -  $30,000;  4  Cane 
Wagons  -  Bayou  Service  type,  used 
one  season,  full  manifold  mill  pump,  14- 
ply  Road  Grader  type  tires  -  $7,000  per 
wagon.  Call  Andras  Farm  Inc.  at  (504) 
446-1129. 


WILL  TRADE  - 1989  S-32  Cameco  2-row 
Harvester  for  S-30  Single-row  or 
Broussard  Single-row  Harvester. 

Details  to  be  worked  out.  Call  (504) 
673-4583  or  page  at  (504)  233-0002 
(daytime). 
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Argent 


Bank 


FARM   EQUIPMENT   LOANS 


from 


8.50^0 
9.50% 


Thinking  about  replacing  some 
of  your farm  equipment? 

ArgentBank  has  developed  a 
special  loan  program  to  provide 
sugarcane  farmers  from  Lafourche 
Assumption  and  Terrebonne 
Parishes  with  the  opportunity  to 
purchase  new  farm  equipment 
at  a  highly  competitive  interest 
rate. 


ArgentBank  can  finance  up  to  95% 
of  invoice  at  interest  rates  ranging 
from  850%  to  950%,  depending 
on  the  negotiated  terms  of  the  loan 
and  the  credit  qualifications  of  the 
farmer. 

For  more  information  on  this  new 
program,  contact  any  one  of  the 
following  ArgentBank  commercial 
lenders: 

Lafourche  Parish: 

Robert  Naquin  -  447-0556 
Assumption  Parish: 

Dan  Landry  -  369-1205 
Terrebonne  Parish: 

Tommy  Bourque  -  873-3706 
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New  technology 

now  available 

to  control 

SUGARCANE 


Confirm  insecticide  has  been  granted  a  Section  18 
exemption  for  control  of  sugarcane  borer  in  Louisiana. 
The  new  chemistry  in  Confirm  effectively  controls  this 
lepidoptera  pest,  but  does  not  affect  beneficials. 
Confirm  has  a  totally  different  mode  of  action.  When 
the  worm  feeds  on  a  treated  area,  a  premature,  fatal  molt 
is  initiated.  Within  a  few  hours,  the  insect  can  no  longer 
feed.  It's  now  as  good  as  dead. 

Confirm  offers  superior  rainfastness  and  a 
residual  effect  that  lasts  up  to  14  days,  depending  on 
the  stage  of  the  crop.  (Section  18  labels  for  these  uses 
are  available  only  from  your  Agricultural  Chemical 
Provider.) 
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Confirm  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Rohm  and  Haas  Company.  ©1997  Rohm  and  Haas  Company. 

For  more  information  about  Confirm  and  Section  18,  including  restrictions, 

contact  your  local  Agricultural  Chemical  Provider.  Read  and  follow  all  label  directions. 
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Genesis  70  series  tractors  from  New  Holland  •  145  to  210  PTO 
horsepower  •  Advanced  state  of  the  art  powershift  transmission 

Ask  about  our  special  sale  on  our  rental  fleet  tractors  •  Priced  to 
move  with  warranties  •  Trade-ins  welcomed  •  Financing  available 

M&L  Industries,  Inc. 
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NEW  HOLLAND 


UP        FRONT        WITH        THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Now  Is  No  Time  To  Drop  Our  Guard 


After  completion  of  the  farm  bill 
many  of  you,  the  people  of  the 
industry,  felt  that  you  could  go 
back  to  work  and  not  worry  about  at- 
tacks on  the  sugar  program  until  2002. 
One  of  the  concerns  that  I  have  had  all 
along  is  the  fear  that  the  people  in  this 
industry  might  decide  that  they  will 
wait  around  until  2002  before  making 
any  financial  commitments  or  hard  de- 
cisions as  to  where  they  wanted  to  go 
with  their  operations  for  the  long  term. 
I  have  expressed,  in  previous  articles 
and  speeches,  that  fear;  and,  it  is  still 
here  and  it  is  still  real. 

The  latest  attempt  to  destroy  the 
domestic  sugar  industry  is  occurring  as 
I  dictate  this  article  today  (June  12).  The 
commercial  users  and  the  refining  in- 
dustry have  drafted,  for  introduction  in 
the  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee, 
some  amendments  that  would  increase 
the  minimum  import  quota  tremen- 
dously, establish  the  15.5%  stocks-to-use 
trigger  in  law,  and  have  even  gone  so  far 
as  to  draft  an  amendment  that  would 
restrain  raw  processors  from  getting 
into  the  refining  business.  As  ludicrous 
as  all  of  this  sounds,  to  those  who  are 
free  traders  and/or  just  opposed  to  ag- 
ricultural programs  (or  even  just  the 
sugar  program),  it  sounds  of  music  to 
their  ears. 

During  the  past  months  several  of 
the  refiners,  who  are  also  owners  of  beet 
processing  operations,  have  reassured 
their  beet  growers  that  they  would  not 
support  Miller-Schumer.  To  most  of  us 
this  would  mean  that  they  (the  refiners) 
would  not  support  any  attempt  to  dis- 


mantle the  program.  Wrong!  None  of 
these  refiners,  however,  went  so  far  as  to 
make  a  public  announcement  of  their 
position.  However,  one  of  the  refiners 
did  send  a  letter  to  its  growers  stating 
that  they  would  not  support  Miller- 
Schumer,  or  some  verbiage  to  that  affect. 
Another  refiner  assured  its  growers  that 
they  have  always  dealt  honestly  with 
them  and  they  stood  by  their  word  that 
they  would  not  support  Miller-Schumer. 
Well,  they  didn't  lie  about  that!  How- 
ever, it  appears  they  didn't  tell  their 
growers  "the  rest  of  the  story."  The  rest 
of  the  story  appears  to  be  that  the 
amendment(s)  that  this  group  is  trying 
to  attach  to  the  tax  package  passing 
through  the  House  Ways  and  Means 
Committee  will  actually  be  the  Collins- 
Lewis  amendments,  or  variations 
thereof.  I  guess  some  of  those  people 
think  that  it  is  simply  semantic  and  will 
probably  find  it  humorous.  It's  the  kind 
of  thing  that  these  same  people  would 
find  abhorrent  if  done  to  them.  I  had  a 
friend  once  who  I  always  joked  "hadn't 
met  a  man  he  hadn't  lied  to."  I  would 
hate  to  think  that  our  adversaries  were 
anything  but  truthful?  Yet,  it  appears 
that  their  conscience  allows  them  to  "not 
tell  the  whole  story"  to  their  own  grow- 
ers. 

And,  just  because  we  got  through 
this  last  foray  don't  think  that  it  is  the 
last  that  you  will  see  of  these  guys.  They 
refer  to  the  domestic  sugar  industry  as 
"big  sugar";  but,  the  irony  is  that  our 
opponents  have  more  money,  individu- 
ally and  collectively,  than  our  entire  in- 
dustry. They  are  not  going  away!  To  that 


end,  size,  efficiency  and  volume  are  the 
passwords  of  the  future.  Economy  of 
size  is  the  only  axiom  that  will  keep  the 
Louisiana  and  domestic  sugar  industry 
alive.  At  some  point,  should  the  WTO 
(World  Trade  Organization)  be  success- 
ful in  getting  subsidies  and  supports 
eliminated  throughout  the  world  and  we 
are  placed  in  a  position  to  compete  with 
other  growers  from  around  the  world, 
this  industry  will  have  the  ability  to 
prosper  and  grow  even  more.  If  we  act 
now.  But,  we  must  be  able  to  produce 
that  pound  of  sugar  as  cheaply  as  is  hu- 
manly possible.  We  are  all  fooling  our- 
selves if  we  believe  that  this  "free  trade" 
policy  is  going  to  go  away.  We  are  all 
fooling  ourselves  if  we  believe  that  the 
Congress  doesn't  intend  to  discontinue 
agricultural  support  programs  in  2002. 
We  are  all  fooling  ourselves  if  we  don't 
face  reality  and  respond  accordingly. 
This  is  not  a  perception  thing;  its  for  real! 


Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about...  financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve 
land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 

provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 


Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Port  Allen 
(504)  344-2691 


Special  End  of  Celebration  Prices 

on  Bicentennial  Limited  Edition  of  "From  The  Sugar  Bowl" 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $8.48 

plus  $  0.64  tax  (7.5%),  and  $2.88  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $12.00. 

The  total  I  am  sending  for  my  complete  order  is 

Name 

Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl  (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.'s) 


Mail  to: 

Frotw  The  Sugar  Bawl 

107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 


HALF  PRICE 


Argent 


Bank 


FARM   EQUIPMENT   LOANS 


from 


8.50°/< 
9.50°/< 


o 
'o 


Thinking  about  replacing  some 
of  your/anw  equipment? 

ArgentBank  has  developed  a 
special  loan  program  to  provide 
sugarcane  farmers  from  Lafourche 
Assumption  and  Terrebonne 
Parishes  with  the  opportunity  to 
purchase  new  farm  equipment 
at  a  highly  competitive  interest 
rate. 

ArgentBank  can  finance  up  to  95% 
of  invoice  at  interest  rates  ranging 
from  850%  to  950%,  depending 
on  the  negotiated  terms  of  the  loan 
and  the  credit  qualifications  of  the 
farmer. 

For  more  information  on  this  new 
program,  contact  any  one  of  the 
following  ArgentBank  commercial 
lenders: 

Lafourche  Parish: 

Robert  Naquin  -  447-0556 
Assumption  Parish: 

Dan  Landry  -  369-1205 
Terrebonne  Parish: 

Tommy  Bourque  -  873-3706 


A  New  Hi-Crop  For 
Sugar  Industry 


Special  Features: 

30-inch  clearance  (front  to  back) 

HP  145,  4-speed  powershift/32-speed  transmission 

Electronic  controlled  3 -point  hitch 

Series  40  Detroit  Diesel  466  cu.  inch 

Most  Powerful  Hi-Crop  Ever  Designed 
For  The  Sugar  Industry 

So  Much  More  For  Your  Money! 


Ma 


Wjl 


AGCO 


AGCO 
ALLIS 


Cane  Equipment  Cooperative 

25265  Hwy.  1 

Plaquemine,  LA 

(504)  687-2050  fax  (504)  687-0684 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 

Collins  Questions  Tariff-Rate  Quota  Before 
House  Ways  and  Means  Committee 


An  attempt  to  increase  the  tariff- 
rate  quota  (TRQ)  for  raw  cane 
sugar  was  averted  during  mark 
up  of  the  House  tax  bill  before  a  hearing 
of  the  House  Ways  and  Means  Commit- 
tee, when  Rep.  Mac  Collins  (R-GA) 
pulled  an  amendment  aimed  at  pro- 
ducer-controlled refineries.  Rep.  Collins' 
amendment  sought  to  increase  the  TRQ, 
on  a  half-pound-per-pound  basis,  rela- 
tive to  the  increase  in  domestic  refining 
capacity  due  to  producer-owned  refiner- 
ies. However,  Chairman  Bill  Archer  (R- 
TX)  convinced  Rep.  Collins  to  pull  his 
amendment  with  the  promise  of  future 
hearings  before  the  Ways  and  Means 
Subcommittee  on  Trade  to  consider  the 
issue. 

Collins  introduced  his  amendment 
late  during  the  June  12  hearing  that 
lasted  well  into  the  night,  as  committee 
members  struggled  to  put  the  finishing 
touches  on  the  House  tax  bill.  Con- 
cerned over  the  complexity  of  the  TRQ 
issue,  and  the  shortage  of  time  in  which 
to  deliberate  the  impact  the  amendment 
could  have,  Chairman  Archer  told  Rep. 
Collins  that  the  issue  could  be  consid- 
ered as  a  trade  matter,  and  debated  be- 
fore the  Trade  subcommittee  at  a  later 
date.  In  response  to  Chairman  Archer's 
promise  for  future  subcommittee  hear- 
ings, Rep.  Collins  agreed  to  withdraw 
his  amendment.  As  the  Sugar  Bulletin 
goes  to  press,  no  subcommittee  hearings 
have  yet  been  scheduled. 


June  WASDE  Indicates  Rising 
Stocks-to-Use  Ratio 

The  USDA  released  its  June  WASDE, 
showing  throughput  to  have  risen  to 
16%,  up  from  last  month's  15.414%.  The 
increase  comes  as  a  result  of  higher  than 
expected  projections  for  beet  produc- 
tion, and  from  lower  deliveries. 

Total  ending  stocks  were  increased 
50,000  tons  from  last  month  to  a  total  of 
1.576  million  tons.  Projections  for  do- 
mestic cane  projections  remained  con- 
stant at  3.2  million  tons,  but  beet  produc- 
tion was  up  by  50,000  tons  over  last 
month's  estimate  to  a  total  of  4.05  mil- 
lion tons.  Domestic  sugar  consumption 
grew  at  a  slower  rate.  Consequently, 
1997-98  estimates  for  both  domestic  de- 
liveries and  domestic  consumption  were 
lowered  by  50,000  tons  each.  Total  do- 
mestic deliveries  for  1997-98  is  now  pro- 
jected at  9.75  million  tons,  while  total 
domestic  consumption  is  estimated  to 
be  9.6  million  tons. 

ASA  Urges  Clinton  Administration 
to  Move  Toward  "Genuine  Free 
Trade" 

The  American  Sugar  Alliance  (ASA) 
called  on  the  White  House  to  push  for 
"genuine,  multilateral  elimination  of  all 
barriers  to  agricultural  trade"  in  upcom- 
ing trade  negotiations.  In  a  May  21  letter 
to  United  States  Trade  Representative 
Charlene  Barshefsky  and  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Dan  Glickman,  ASA  Chair- 


man  Carolyn  Cheney  urged  the  United 
States  to  insist  that  its  trading  partners 
first  meet  their  Uruguay  Round  commit- 
ments, and  match  U.S.  support  reduc- 
tions before  further  reductions  are  re- 
quired of  the  domestic  sugar  industry. 
Citing  the  reforms  accomplished  in 
the  1996  farm  bill,  Cheney  pointed  out 
that  the  U.S.  reduced  its  support  for  the 
domestic  industry  far  beyond  what  was 
required  by  the  Uruguay  Round.  She 
added  that  a  network  of  export  subsi- 
dies, import  barriers,  state  trading  enter- 
prises, and  two-price  systems  continues 
to  exist  in  other  sugar-producing  coun- 
tries around  the  world.  Cheney  empha- 
sized that  many  countries  have  yet  to 
meet  the  support  reductions  agreed  at 
the  Uruguay  Round,  and  that  these 
trade  barriers  distort  the  world  market 
for  sugar.  Reminding  Ambassador 
Barshefsky  and  Secretary  Glickman  that 
trade  must  be  " commercially  viable "  for 
it  to  succeed,  Cheney  reiterated  the 
ASA's  support  for  an  open  but  fair  trad- 
ing system. 


Congress  Stirs  Fire  On  Helms-Burton 

Support  has  been  growing  among 
House  members  to  reinforce  provision 
of  the  Helms-Burton  Act  concerning 
U.S.  visas  for  foreign  executives  whose 
companies  invest  in  Cuba,  the  Financial 
Times  recently  reported.  The  provisions 
have  long  created  much  controversy 
with  many  U.S.  trading  partners,  par- 
ticularly the  European  Union  (EU). 

Earlier  the  EU  had  filed  a  complaint 
against  the  United  States  with  the  World 
Trade  Organization  saying  Helms-Bur- 
ton violates  international  trade  accords. 
But  a  truce  was  drawn,  and  the  EU  sus- 
pended its  complaint.  No  European  ex- 
ecutives have  yet  been  targeted,  and 
supporters  of  Helms-Burton  believe  the 
Clinton  Administration  is  avoiding  a 
confrontation  over  the  issue  while  it 
seeks  to  firm  up  a  compromise  with  the 
EU.  Nevertheless,  observers  worry  that 
if  new  measures  are  passed  on  Capitol 
Hill  to  strengthen  Helms-Burton,  the 
truce  could  fall  apart,  and  the  EU  com- 
plaint reactivated. 


Kelly  Appointed  to  Head  Farm 
Services  Agency 

Agriculture  Secretary  Dan  Glickman 
recently  announced  the  appointment  of 
Keith  Kelly  as  Administrator  of  the 
USDA's  Farm  Services  Agency  (FSA). 
Kelly  succeeds  outgoing  Grant 
Buntrock. 

Kelly  brings  to  his  new  position  a 
lifetime  of  public  sector  experience  in 
agriculture.  Immediately  prior  to  his 
appointment,  Kelly  served  as  Director  of 
the  Arizona  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Before  his  work  in  Arizona,  Kelly  held 
the  same  position  for  the  Montana  De- 
partment of  Agriculture. 

As  Administrator,  Kelly  will  super- 
vise the  delivery  of  national  farm  pro- 
grams through  offices  in  all  50  states  and 
Puerto  Rico. 


European  Soft  Drink  Industry  Urges 
Reform  of  EU  Agriculture  Programs 

The  Union  of  European  Commission 
Soft  Drinks  Associations  recently  issued 
a  report  suggesting  production  subsi- 
dies for  sugar  within  Europe  should  be 
decoupled  from  income  support  pay- 
ments, according  to  Food  &  Drink 
Weekly.  The  report  comes  at  a  time 
when  criticism  is  mounting  on  Euro- 
pean Union  states  to  cut  subsidies  for 
sugar  and  other  crops.  The  European 
soft  drinks  industry  consumes  more 
than  3  million  tons  of  sugar  in  the  pro- 
duction of  its  beverages.  Yet,  European 
officials  point  out  that  current  programs 
were  extended  as  recently  as  1995.  Offi- 
cials also  argue  that  lowering  European 
sugar  subsidies  would  have  no  effect  on 
retail  soft  drink  prices. 
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Terms 

5-years  to  7-years. 
Fixed  Purchase  Option 

Payments 

Flexible  to  fit  any 
operation:    Monthly 
Quarterly 
Semiannual 
Annual 


Set  the  terms  you  need! 


Now  you  can  lease  the  Combine  Harvester  you 
need  and  set  the  financing  terms  that  maximize  your 
tax  benefits  and  your  cash  flow.  A  lease  can  be 
structured  to  give  you  a  bigger  tax  deduction  than 
you'd  get  with  a  loan  or  paying  cash. 

Low  payments  combined  with  tax  benefits  gives 
you  a  financing  option  that  meets  your  operation's 
special  needs.  For  information  on  custom-fit  lease 
terms,  call: 
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PROBE 

Producers  Ag  Finance,  Inc. 

504-447-4023 


Equipment  for  Sale 

1394  C/a  Mudder 

IH  5500  Chisel  - 14  ft. 

Woods  Ditchbank  Mower 

1086  Hi  Crop  Tractor,  4  Post 

1066  Hi  Crop  -  Cab 

Long  3-Point  Backhoe  -  Model  1199A 

3-Point  Rotary  Ditcher 

2  - 15  ft.  Ridged  3-Point  Shredder 

JD  900  7-Shank  Subsoilers 

JD  1610  Chisel  - 16  ft. 

JD  1600  Chisel  - 10  ft. 

Caroni  4  1/2  ft.  Tiller -3  Point 

JD  5  ft.  Bush  Hog 

16  ft.  Alloway  Flail  Shredder 

16  ft.JD  1640  Disc  Harrow 

15  ft.  Sidewinder  Wing  Type  Shredder 

13  ft.JD  1630  Disc  Harrow 

JD  2350  Tractor  with  Loader 

JD  2955  Mudder  C/A 

JD  4450  C/A  MFWD 

JD  4440  C/A  New  Rl  Tires 

JD  4640  C/A  Duals 

JD  4840  C/A  Duals 

JD  4040 -4  Post 

JD  350  Sickle  Mower 

New  Holland  8  ft.  Disc  Mower 

6  yd.  Dirt  Buggy 

48  x  14  Rayne  Plane  Land  Leveler 

Farmall  Super  A  with  Belly  Mower 


We  also  have  new  and  used  bush  hogs,  box  blades,  tillers, 
scoops  and  discs  for  small  tractors. 

We  buy  salvaged  tractors  and  used  equipment, 
also  new,  used  and  rebuilt  tractor  parts. 


Cane  Tractor  Parts 

12617  E.  Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 

(318)276-3453 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

Contact  Committee  -  Variety  Recommendations  - 
Ratoon  Stunting  Disease  -  Billets  -  Crop  Report 


As  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
Sugar  Bulletin,  the  League's 
annual  Contact  Committee 
meeting  is  scheduled  for  July  8, 1997  at 
the  KC.  Home  in  Thibodaux.  The  meet- 
ing will  start  at  9:00  a.m.  and  conclude 
by  mid-afternoon.  The  theme  for  the 
meeting  will  be  mechanization  and  will 
include  talks  on  billet  planting  as  well  as 
various  issues  of  combine  harvesting 
and  billet  processing.  The  meeting  will 
also  include  economic  data  and  presen- 
tations on  software  available  to  track 
harvesting  as  well  as  total  production 
costs.  All  industry  members  are  encour- 
aged to  attend  this  most  informative 
meeting. 

Variety  Recommendations 

The  variety  recommendations  for 
1997  are  currently  (or  will  soon  be)  avail- 
able from  your  local  county  agent's  of- 
fice. They  are  published  through  the 
Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Ser- 
vice and  are  based  on  information  sup- 
plied by  scientists  from  the  LSU  Agricul- 
tural Experiment  Station,  USDA-ARS 
station,  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  These  brochures  contain  all  of 
the  information  available  on  variety 
characteristics,  planting  rates  and  dates, 
furrow  openings  and  covering  depths, 
herbicide  treatments  at  planting  time 
and  other  information  regarding  the 
planting  operation.  It  is  extremely  im- 
portant that  you  have  one  of  these  bro- 
chures if  you  plan  to  use  varieties  most 
efficiently. 


In  addition,  the  League  will  again 
prepare  its  " field  day"  chart  that  we 
have  used  for  the  last  few  years  to  iden- 
tify where  each  variety  best  fits  into  a 
farm  plan  and  a  picture  of  how  the  vari- 
eties compare  to  each  other  in  various 
categories.  Many  growers  have  re- 
quested these  charts  from  us  and  we  will 
again  prepare  these  for  the  field  days 
starting  next  month.  The  "best  use" 
chart  will  also  be  presented  in  next 
month's  Bulletin. 

For  growers  with  combines,  plan- 
ning for  the  varieties  to  plant  this  fall  is 
rather  easy.  Since  LCP  85-384  yields  so 
much  higher  than  other  varieties  (see 
outfield  results  in  the  June  issue  of  the 
Bulletin),  most  growers  will  probably 
want  to  plant  all  the  acreage  they  can.  Of 
course,  growers  should  be  aware  that 
this  variety  is  susceptible  to  the  sugar- 
cane borer  and  to  yellow  leaf  syndrome. 
Growers  should  always  be  prepared  to 
move  out  of  one  variety  and  into  an- 
other in  the  event  that  susceptibility  to 
one  trait  or  another  seriously  affects  the 
predominant  variety.  This  may  be  the 
case  with  LCP  85-384.  However,  grow- 
ers using  chopper  harvesters  will  cer- 
tainly want  to  plant  as  much  acreage  as 
possible  to  this  variety  in  order  to  have 
the  highest  sugar  per  acre  possible.  Ad- 
equate acreage  of  the  other  varieties 
should  be  maintained  using  a  clean  seed 
program  so  that  a  variety  change  can  be 
made  quickly  should  it  become  neces- 
sary. 

Growers  who  will  continue  to  use 
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the  soldier  harvesting  system  can  also 
use  LCP  85-384,  but  must  do  so  with 
some  caution.  Its  lodging  characteristic 
can  make  the  harvest  of  this  variety 
nearly  impossible  in  fields  which  pro- 
duce very  high  yields.  In  the  December 
1996  issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin  and  at 
the  January,  1997  meeting  of  the  ASSCT, 
the  subject  of  managing  LCP  85-384  was 
discussed.  The  objective  was  to  outline 
practices  that  many  growers  are  already 
using  to  obtain  the  highest  yields  of 
sugar  per  acre  from  this  variety,  when 
using  either  the  soldier  or  combine  har- 
vest systems.  Management  of  LCP  85- 
384  for  combine  growers  primarily 
means  planting,  fertilizing  to  the  maxi- 
mum recommendations,  using  the  right 
herbicides  and  insect  control,  undertak- 
ing the  practices  necessary  to  achieve 
top  yields  and  then  harvesting.  For  sol- 
dier harvesting  growers,  managing  LCP 
85-384  is  a  little  more  difficult.  Planting 
it  in  the  right  soils,  using  appropriate 
amounts  of  fertilizer,  using  Polado  ex- 
tensively, and  timely  harvest  are  the  best 
methods  anybody  has  come  up  with  to 
manage  this  variety.  By  following  these 
practices,  some  growers  using  soldier 
harvesters  have  found  it  possible  to  tol- 
erate LCP  85-384  while  increasing  their 
overall  yields  over  what  they  were 
achieving  with  older  varieties. 

Growers  who  are  using  the  soldier 
harvester  will  find  it  necessary  to  plant 
more  acreage  of  other  varieties.  Of 
course  the  newer  varieties  are  higher  in 
yield  than  older  varieties,  but  they  also 
have  more  uncertainties  about  them. 
The  variety  recommendations  provide 
all  of  the  information  necessary  to  de- 
cide which  varieties  best  fit  into  your 
individual  farm  needs  in  addition  to 
LCP  85-384. 


Ratoon  Stunting  Disease 

Ratoon  Stunting  Disease,  or  RSD  as 
all  growers  know  the  dreaded  disease, 
affects  all  of  the  commercial  varieties 
grown  today.  It  causes  serious  losses  in 
yield  every  year  and  is  a  disease  you 
should  take  all  necessary  precautions 
against.  Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the 
Bulletin  is  an  article  by  Dr.  Jeff  Hoy  of 
LSU  about  the  disease  laboratory  that 
will  be  starting  this  fall.  The  League,  as 
a  result  of  your  dues,  is  helping  to  sup- 
port that  facility.  It  is  there  for  your  con- 
venience, your  use.  And  although  there 
are  nominal  costs  involved,  it  will  be 
well  worth  your  while  to  utilize  the 
laboratory.  The  League  expects  that  the 
laboratory  will  be  run  in  a  very  profes- 
sional manner  and  will  utilize  only  the 
most  precise  of  detection  techniques.  All 
growers  are  strongly  advised  to  utilize 
this  facility  in  an  effort  to  combat  this 
yield  reducing  disease. 

Billets 

Billet  planting  is  one  of  the  hottest 
topics  in  the  cane  belt  today.  Old  re- 
search demonstrated  that  billet  planting 
was  not  only  ill-advised,  but  probably  a 
good  way  to  go  out  of  business. 

With  current  varieties,  there  is  a 
question  as  to  whether  or  not  the  prac- 
tice of  billet  planting  can  work.  Else- 
where in  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin  is  an 
article  which  describes  the  modern  re- 
search done  on  billet  planting.  As  one 
can  see  from  the  results,  billet  planting  is 
still  not  overly  encouraging.  However, 
one  issue  that  needs  further  examination 
is  the  question  of  absolute  yields  with 
billet  and  whole  stalk  planting  different 
varieties.  The  question  many  industry 
members  ask  when  thinking  about 
which  variety(s)  to  plant  is,  "do  billets  of 
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LCP  85-384  yield  as  well  as  whole  stalk 
plantings  of  other  varieties?"  While 
there  is  no  data  to  answer  that  question 
in  a  definite  way,  current  information  on 
limited  varieties,  and  just  a  couple  of 
years  of  testing,  would  suggest  that  this 
may  be  somewhat  true.  More  years  of 
testing  and  different  winter  conditions 
will  determine  if  this  is  true  and  whether 
growers  can  survive  with  billet 
plantings.  All  industry  members  are 
urged  to  read  the  article  on  billet  plant- 
ing in  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin. 

Crop  Report 

Weather  conditions  have  continued 
wet  and  cloudy  for  the  last  month.  Rain- 
fall is  above  normal  throughout  much  of 
the  belt  this  year  and  the  cloudy  days 
have  certainly  reduced  growth  poten- 
tial. 

However,  growth  measurements  by 
the  USDA  and  growers  who  record  that 


information  indicate  that  at  least  LCP 
85-384  is  making  its  normal  spurt  of 
growth  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Whether 
or  not  the  number  of  cloudy  days  will 
have  reduced  the  yield  potential  will 
only  be  determined  once  the  harvest 
season  is  completed,  since  so  many 
other  factors  impact  overall  yields. 
League  Agronomists  Windell  Jackson 
and  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.,  and  most 
individuals  who  travel  the  belt,  agree 
that  stands  and  crop  growth  at  this  time 
of  the  year  are  better  than  last  year's 
record  breaking  crop.  Whether  this  crop 
will  put  on  the  same  growth  as  last 
year's  late  growing  crop  remains  to  be 
seen.  However,  it  is  encouraging  that  at 
least  there  are  good  stands  at  this  time 
and  initial  summer  growth  appears 
good.  Acreage  reports  are  due  this 
month  and  are  eagerly  anticipated  to 
determine  the  true  potential  for  the  1997 
crop. 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  aliqnment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 
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Authorized  Dealer 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 
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1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 
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Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 
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Your  Trust  Is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution 

is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  PCA  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


Sean  M.  Prados 


1997  Session  In  Final  Days 


At  the  time  of  this  writing,  the 
1997  legislative  session  is  be 
ginning  to  wind  down.  Some 
controversial  issues,  such  as  the  Auto  In- 
surance reduction  initiative,  have  yet  to 
be  debated  on  the  Senate  floor.  The  next 
article  will  contain  a  final  discussion  of 
major  pieces  of  legislation  that  affect  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry. 

The  following  are  some  legislative 
developments  pertinent  to  our  industry: 

Agriculture  Permits 

HB  885,  by  Rep.  Rob  Marionneaux  of 
Livonia,  provides  special  agriculture 
hauling  permits  for  agriculture  products 
in  addition  to  sugarcane  and  cotton.  The 
bill  finally  passed  the  Senate  and  is  now 
on  its  way  to  the  Governor  for  signing. 

Civil  Law 

A  House  Committee  refused  to  re- 
port SB  845  by  Sen.  Jay  Dardenne  of  Ba- 
ton Rouge  favorably.  The  bill  would 
have  lowered  the  amount  for  a  civil  jury 
trial  from  $50,000  to  $35,000. 

An  instrument  aimed  at  controlling 
abuses  in  our  class  action  system,  HB 
1984  passed  the  Senate.  The  bill  was 
designed  to  stop  abuses  and  does  not 


affect  anyone's  right  to  file  a  valid  class 
action  lawsuit. 

Environment 

A  Senate  Committee  failed  to  pass 
HB  967  by  Rep.  Steve  Windhorst  of 
Terrytown.  The  bill  would  have  granted 
companies  an  Environmental  Self- Audit 
Privilege. 

The  Senate  passed  HB  2453  by  Rep. 
Windhorst  which  requires  judicial  re- 
view and  appeals  of  environmental  per- 
mits to  be  decided  within  90  days.  The 
bill  now  goes  back  to  the  House  for  con- 
currence of  Senate  amendments. 

Unemployment  Compensation 
Reduction 

HB  493  by  Rep.  Forster  of  New  Or- 
leans lowers  employer  Unemployment 
Compensation  tax  rates  by  an  average  of 
5  percent.  The  bill  also  establishes  a  $6 
million  training  fund  to  assist  existing 
businesses  in  training  their  employees 
so  they  do  not  lose  their  jobs. 

In  addition  to  the  aforementioned 
bills,  the  legislature  has  debated  many 
issues. 

Again,  I  urge  you  to  thank  your  leg- 
islators for  their  support  this  session. 
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PRE-OWNED  TRACTORS 


HAY  EQUIPMENT 


(D)U1362D  JD  2750,  MUDDER,  4WD    $14,000 

(T)  U1385D  JD  6300,  2WD,  CAB&AIR  n*>tai  reduced 

(MJU415M  JD  3010,  W  TRACTOR  $4,900 

(T)  U1278T  JD  4230,  HI  CROP,  2  POST  $11,529 

(D)  U1414D  JD  4440,  HI  CROP,  4  POST  $22,830 

(D)U1424D  JD7400,HC,MFWD,2POST  $46,935 

(D)  U1396D  JD  7400,  HC.MFWD,  CAB/ AIR  $52,665 

(D)U1383D  JD  4850,  MFWD,  CAB/AIR*       $33,653 

(D)U1308T  IH  1066,  HI  CROP  ';    $7,500 

(DU1275T  IH  1466,  ROW  CROP  $4,860 


TILLAGE  EQUIPMENT 


(D)U1304T  3-PT  ROUND  BALE  HAY  FORK         $250 

(D)  10208  VICON  KM240  MOWER  COND.  $5,570  OBO 

(T)  U1165T  NEW  HOLL.  850  ROUND  BALER     $3,695 

(DU1270T  VICON  1511  ROUND  BALER     $6,800 

(T)  U1291T  IH  23  SIDE  DELIVERY  RAKE     $2,000 


EQUIPMENT 


(D)  D000009  JD  390  FLAIL  MOWER  $3,597 


CONSUMER  PRODUCTS 


(D)  10568A  BLANTON  CROP  MAKER  $800 
CDU1281T  JD  331  DISK  HARROW  $4,375 
(T)  U1288T     IH  4  BOTTOM  PLOW  $500 


(D)  U1374D  JD  950  COMP  UTIL  TRACTOR  $9,675 
(D)  U1397D  JD  970  COMP  UTIL  TRACTOR  $12,200 
(D)U1425D  JD  6x4  GATOR,  W/ WARRANTY  $5,866 
(D)  U1365D  JD'855  HYDROSTATIC  TRACTOR 
W /72-inch  BELLY  MOWER$10,234 

$5,000  Down,  7.65%  APR,  5  Year  Terms 
All  financing  subject  to  approval 
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IN  STOCK  -  IMPEX  MODEL  70/50  DOUBLE  WHEEL  DITCHER 

•  Clean  out  cross  ditches  12  months  a  year! 

•  Eliminate  high  ditchbacks  created  by  "V-Ditchers" 

•  Digs  perfectly  uniform  ditches  everytime! 

(D)  Donaldsonville  (800)  526-7639 
(T)  Thibodaux  (504)  446-5061 
(L)  LaPlace  (800)  526-5990 
rAr™rr\r  /Vu  tm  VV    M  V      (P)  Prarieville  (800)  526-7633 
EQUIPMENT  COMPANY,  INC     (M)  Monroe  (800)  524-9118 
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ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
G.E.C.  Inc. 

Coping  With  Stricter  DEQ  and  EPA  Regulations 


In  a  famous  old  movie  skit,  a  clerk  at 
a  government  agency  asks  Will 
Rogers  for  a  copy  of  his  birth  certifi- 
cate. Will  explains  to  the  clerk  that  he 
was  born  in  Indian  Territory  (now  Okla- 
homa) and  that  the  folks  out  there  ac- 
cepted a  person's  presence  as  prima  fa- 
cia evidence  that  that  person  had  been 
born,  and  therefore  no  birth  certificates 
were  needed  or  issued.  By  borrowing 
Will's  logic,  it  can  be  said  that  facilities 
and  farms  that  operated  in  1996  and  are 
not  as  yet  restrained  from  reopening  in 
the  fall  of  1997,  have  prima  facia  evi- 
dence of  having  been  able  to  cope  with 
stricter  DEQ  and  EPA  limits. 

Survival  and  integrity  are  not  evi- 
dence that  "coping"  with  regulations 
has  been  easy.  Unfortunately,  there  is  no 
report  card  or  grading  system  to  help  the 
industry  or  an  individual  mill  tell 
whether  it  is  now  coping  or  whether  it 
will  be  able  to  cope  in  the  future. 

The  coping  situation  is  not  all  bad 
news.  The  Louisiana  sugar  industry  has 
done  the  right  thing  with  regard  to  com- 
pliance with  regulations  under  the  Re- 
source Conservation  and  Recovery  Act. 
This  was  accomplished  by  each  mill 
developing  a  Best  Management  Prac- 
tices Plan  (BMPP)  that  provides  for  re- 
covering all  the  products  of  sugar  cane 
and  using  or  beneficially  reusing  these 
products  in  agriculture.  It  is  more  pru- 
dent, profitable,  and  environmentally 
beneficial  to  prevent  waste  than  to  deal 
with  waste  materials,  complex  laws,  and 
the  bureaucrats  who  regulate  solid 
wastes.  It  is  especially  important  that 


environmentalists,  law  makers,  and  the 
general  public  be  made  to  understand 
that  all  sugar  cane  residues,  including  its 
attached  soils,  bagasse  and  ash,  are  not 
discarded  (wasted),  but  that  these  mate- 
rials are  all  beneficially  used  locally  or 
sold  as  a  product.  Attention  to  details 
and  frequent  updating  of  BMPs  means 
"coping"  with  present  and  future  solid 
waste  regulations. 

Meeting  current  and  future  limita- 
tions on  wastewater  discharges  is  a 
much  more  complicated  matter.  There  is 
no  big  problem  with  the  effluent  limita- 
tions applicable  to  the  sugar  cane  indus- 
try (a  Federal  requirement),  but  there  is 
a  big  problem  with  the  effluent  limita- 
tions applicable  to  specific  sugar  mills 
because  of  the  location  (stream)  into 
which  effluent  is  discharged.  For  in- 
stance, mills  near  the  Mississippi  River 
can  discharge  into  the  Mississippi  up  to 
the  maximum  daily  allowable  limit 
whereas  mills  in  the  Lafourche  and 
Teche  basins  cannot  discharge  Federal 
"daily  allowable"  limits  into  local 
streams  because  such  a  discharge  would 
cause  a  violation  of  stream  water  quality 
standards,  particularly  the  controversial 
minimum  standard  for  stream  water  dis- 
solved oxygen  (DO)  content.  Mills  in  the 
Lafourche  and  Teche  basins  therefore 
have  to  meet  much  tougher  effluent  re- 
strictions than  sugar  mills  in  general. 

The  LDEQ  once  maintained  that  it 
could  not  lawfully  issue  permits  to  dis- 
charge wastewater  of  any  kind  or 
amount  into  streams  that  do  not  meet 
the  minimum  DO  standard,  even  if  the 
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oxygen  deficit  is  seasonal  or  due  to  natu- 
ral causes.  More  recently,  an  accommo- 
dation has  been  made  for  seasonal  com- 
pliance and  to  allow  discharges  that,  if 
they  are  considered  to  constitute  100 
percent  of  the  stream  flow,  would  not 
cause  violation  of  stream  standards. 
LDEQ  also  tried  recently  to  adjust  the 
unattainable  DO  standard  in  certain 
coastal  streams  to  match  naturally  oc- 
curring levels,  but  environmentalists 
have  objected  strongly,  branding  any 
such  attempts  as  "lowering  standards" 
or  "backsliding." 

The  mills  that  use  impoundments  to 
treat  and  store  wastewater  for  off-season 
discharge  are  faced  with  another  prob- 
lem. When  unusually  heavy  rainfall  cre- 
ates a  situation  where  it  is  necessary  to 
discharge  at  a  time  or  place  not  autho- 
rized by  greater  than  a  permit  allows, 
there  is  no  longer  an  "emergency"  per- 
mit remedy  available.  LDEQ  representa- 
tives recently  pointed  out  that  adapting 
state  regulations  to  comply  with  Federal 
NPDES  requirements  has  eliminated 
their  authority  to  issue  "emergency" 
permits.  An  applicant  would  now  have 
to  go  through  a  full  blown  "public  no- 
tice" type  application  procedure  before 
a  permit  to  deal  with  the  situation  could 
be  issued.  LDEQ  may  be  able  to  develop 
a  "general  permit"  to  deal  with  such 
emergency  situations  in  the  future,  but 
who  knows  whether  or  not  that  will  oc- 
cur? 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  capacity 
problem  is  likely  to  become  more  seri- 
ous in  the  near  future  as  more  and  more 
cane  is  processed  each  year  at  the  mills 
in  the  Teche  vicinity  and  their  wastewa- 
ter volume  increases.  These  mills  could 
quickly  overload  the  present  capability 
to  impound  and  treat  wastewater.  Some 
Louisiana  mills  have  already  success- 
fully installed  systems  to  reduce  waste- 
water volume  by  recirculating  cane 


wash  water,  installing  condenser  water 
cooling  and  recirculating  systems,  and 
other  water  conservation  measures. 
More  than  one  Louisiana  sugar  mill  now 
has  the  capability  to  go  to  "zero  dis- 
charge," except  of  course  for  hurricanes 
or  other  unusually  heavy  rainfall  events. 
In  the  long  run,  such  water  conservation 
and  reuse  measures  may  be  less  expen- 
sive and  more  pro-environment  than 
building  and  maintaining  larger  im- 
poundment/treatment facilities. 

The  Clean  Air  Act  Amendments  of 
1990  presents  a  heaping  plateful  of  prob- 
lems for  Louisiana  Sugar  Mills.  Some  of 
the  new  regulations  needed  to  imple- 
ment the  Act  will  not  be  promulgated 
until  the  turn  of  the  century.  It  is  not  easy 
to  cope  with  the  unknown. 

One  early  requirement  of  the  1990 
Amendments  was  for  Federal  Title  V 
permits  for  all  major  sources  of  air  pollu- 
tion, such  as  the  one  that  all  the  operat- 
ing sugar  mills  in  Louisiana  files.  Appli- 
cations for  these  complicated  permits 
were  submitted  by  the  November  1996 
deadline,  and  significant  help  from 
LDEQ  made  the  task  possible,  but  not 
easy,  to  accomplish.  As  far  as  is  known, 
no  Title  V  permits  have  yet  been  issued 
to  any  sugar  mill.  With  the  backlog  of 
more  significant  Title  V  work  at  LDEQ, 
it  does  not  seem  likely  that  permits  will 
be  issued  to  sugar  mills  before  the  end  of 
1997.  Hopefully,  no  impossible  or  unrea- 
sonable requirements  will  be  imposed 
by  the  permits,  but  "tougher"  monitor- 
ing and  reporting  requirements  can  be 
expected,  especially  at  "grandfather" 
mills  that  have  operated  with  little  or  no 
such  monitoring  and  reporting  require- 
ments. 

The  1990  Clean  Air  Act  Amendments 
require  EPA  to  develop  new  standards 
for  major  sources  of  hazardous  air  pol- 
lutants (HAPs).  A  major  source  is  a  facil- 
ity that  emits,  or  has  the  potential  to 
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emit,  10  tons  or  more  per  year  of  any 
single  HAP  or  25  tons  per  year  of  a  com- 
bination of  HAPs.  Environmentalists 
truly  believe,  and  therefore  EPA  be- 
lieves, that  all  sugar  mills  fall  into  the 
major  source  category.  Therefore,  sugar 
mill  boilers  are  included  on  the  agenda 
of  EPA's  plan  to  develop  industry  stan- 
dards for  the  year  2000. 

One  major  problem  with  the  plan  is 
that  some  high-placed  officials  in  EPA 
think  that  bagasse  is  a  "waste"  and 
therefore  sugar  mill  boilers  that  burn 
bagasse  are  actually  "waste"  incinera- 
tors that  need  to  be  controlled  like  haz- 
ardous waste  incinerators.  They  want 
the  industry  controlled  through  very 
tough  standards  or  regulated  out  of  ex- 
istence. On  being  informed  that  bagasse 
is  not  a  waste,  bagasse  boilers  are  being 
considered  to  be  actual  boilers  and  not 
waste  incinerators,  at  least  for  the  time 
being.  This  is  one  of  the  reasons  why 
bagasse  must  never  be  discarded  or 
wasted! 

Actually,  any  Louisiana  sugar  mill 
operating  in  compliance  with  present  air 
emission  requirements,  including  the 
very  largest  mill,  and  burning  100  per- 
cent of  the  bagasse  produced  in  its  boil- 
ers, cannot  emit  10  tons  per  year  of  any 
one  HAP  nor  25  tons  per  year  of  total 
HAPs.  Proving  that  to  the  satisfaction  of 
EPA  and  its  environmental  constituency 
is  a  challenge.  It  must  also  be  proven 
that  hourly  HAP  emission  rates  do  not 
approach  maximum  allowables  under 
the  National  Emission  Standards  for 
Hazardous  Air  Pollutants  (NESHAPs). 
Whatever  is  the  outcome  of  the  EPA  de- 
liberations, you  can  be  sure  that  tougher 
standards  for  new  boilers  are  coming.  If 
new  standards  are  applied  to  sugar  mill 
bagasse  boilers,  old  boilers  will  need  to 
be  upgraded  to  the  new  standard  and 
that  may  not  be  economically  feasible. 

The  EPA  recently  proposed  changes 


to  the  National  Ambient  Air  Quality 
Standards  for  ozone  and  particulate 
matter  (PM2.5)  have  no  direct  effect  on 
sugar  mill  boiler  emissions,  but  the  pro- 
posed PM2.5  standard  may  necessitate 
bans  on  burning  in  cane  fields  at  har- 
vesting. The  revised  standards  were 
scheduled  for  promulgation  prior  to 
July  19,  1997,  but  because  EPA  grossly 
overstated  health  risks  while  under- 
standing compliance  costs,  and  has  had 
its  hand  called  by  Congress  and  by 
many  authentic  scientists,  there  will 
probably  be  some  delay  in  promulga- 
tion. What  is  certain  is  that  uncontrolled 
burning  in  cane  fields  is  passe,  and  "cop- 
ing" is  acquiring  and  maintaining  the 
ability  to  operate  properly  in  situations 
where  and /or  when  "controlled"  burn- 
ing is  prohibited. 

Coping  is  not  easy,  nor  is  it  getting 
easier. 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 

Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 

(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 

Shop  (318)  585-2437 


19 


An  RSD  Testing  Service  For  The 
Louisiana  Sugarcane  Industry 


By  Jeff  Hoy 
Department  of  Plant  Pathology 
and  Crop  Physiology 
Louisiana  State  University 
Agricultural  Center 


Ratoon  stunting  disease  (RSD)  re 
duces  the  productivity  and  prof- 
itability of  the  Louisiana  sugar- 
cane industry.  This  disease  can  be  con- 
trolled with  a  clean  seedcane  program. 
However,  the  lack  of  any  visible  symp- 
toms has  resulted  in  a  failure  to  elimi- 
nate RSD  on  many  farms.  An  RSD  test- 
ing service  for  the  detection  of  the  dis- 
ease will  begin  operations  during  1997. 
The  service  will  provide  sugarcane 
growers  with  a  management  tool  that 
will  allow  them  to  monitor  RSD  on  their 
farms.  This  will  ensure  that  clean 
seedcane  programs  operate  effectively 
and  result  in  consistent  control  of  this 
important  disease. 

RSD  is  caused  by  a  microorganism 
that  lives  in  the  water  vessels  that  carry 


water  from  the  roots  to  the  tops  of  sug- 
arcane plants.  The  population  of  the 
pathogen  increases  during  the  growing 
season,  and  the  water  vessels  may  be 
completely  blocked.  If  drought  condi- 
tions occur,  plants  with  blocked  water 
vessels  will  not  grow  as  well  as  healthy 
plants.  This  stunting  of  the  growth  re- 
sults in  reduced  yield.  The  stunting  and 
yield  losses  are  more  severe  in  the 
stubble  or  "ratoon"  crops.  In  addition  to 
the  losses  in  yield,  diseased  plants  are 
weaker  and  do  not  recover  from  freezes 
as  well  as  healthy  plants.  This  means 
fewer  stubble  crops  can  be  obtained 
from  RSD-infected  cane. 

RSD  is  in  the  plant  sap,  and  any  me- 
chanical operation  that  moves  sap  from 
plant  to  plant  can  spread  the  disease. 
Since  the  pathogen  population  increases 
during  the  season,  the  harvester  causes 
the  most  effective  spread  of  the  disease. 
RSD  can  be  increased  and  spread  to  new 
fields  during  planting. 

A  properly  operated  clean  seedcane 
program  will  control  RSD.  An  improp- 
erly operated  program  will  not,  and  a 
large  investment  in  time  and  money  can 
go  to  waste.  The  ability  to  monitor  RSD 
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will  ensure  the  control  program  is  effec- 
tive. 

The  establishment  of  an  RSD  testing 
service  has  been  made  possible  by  the 
development  of  a  sufficiently  reliable 
detection  test;  a  commitment  from  the 
LSU  Agricultural  Center  of  space  to 
house  the  lab  equipment,  accounting 
services,  and  time  from  myself  and  the 
County  Agents;  financial  support  from 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  and 
Kleentek  for  a  salary  for  a  Research  As- 
sociate to  operate  the  lab;  and  the  fee 
that  will  be  charged  for  samples  tested. 
A  new  lab  has  been  established  in  the  H. 
D.  Wilson  building.  It  will  be  operated 
by  the  lab  supervisor,  one  temporary 
full-time  employee,  and  two  student 
workers.  The  lab  supervisor  will  be  Lori 
Grelen,  who  has  worked  for  14  years  in 
sugarcane  pathology  research. 

The  RSD  testing  service  will  have 
four  functions:  1.  to  prevent  RSD  from 
contaminating  the  variety  selection  and 
release  programs;  2.  to  ensure  that  plant 
tissue  used  to  produce  plantlets  for  in- 
crease as  Kleentek  seedcane  is  free  of 
RSD;  3.  to  provide  an  independent  as- 
sessment of  the  RSD  status  of  Kleentek 
and  possibly  other  seedcane  to  be  sold  to 
growers;  and  4,  to  provide  growers  with 
the  ability  to  monitor  RSD  infection  lev- 
els on  their  farms.  The  first  three  func- 
tions will  be  carried  out  during  Septem- 
ber each  year.  The  testing  of  grower 
samples  will  begin  during  October  and 
continue  through  the  harvest  season. 

The  recommendation  for  grower 
testing  is  to  sample  stubble  fields  of  cane 
intended  to  go  to  the  mill  to  determine 
RSD  is  hurting  your  yields.  These  test 
results  will  tell  you  if  what  you  are  do- 
ing in  your  clean  seedcane  program  is 
working  effectively  or  not.  If  there  is  a 
problem,  we  will  work  with  you  to  de- 
termine where  it  is  coming  from  and 


correct  it.  Because  of  our  short  growing 
season,  the  RSD  pathogen  has  not  devel- 
oped population  levels  in  plants  that 
allow  reliable  detection  during  the 
planting  season  in  August.  Testing  with 
the  RSD  detection  method  has  found 
that  nearly  half  of  the  RSD  infections 
may  go  undetected  during  August.  In 
addition,  the  size  of  the  lab  operation 
will  not  allow  for  quick  turn-around 
times  in  providing  test  results  for  mak- 
ing planting  decisions.  The  RSD  detec- 
tion test  is  reliable  during  the  harvest 
season,  and  monitoring  at  the  end  of  the 
clean  seedcane  pipeline  can  provide  ef- 
fective disease  control.  The  key  will  be 
regular,  annual  testing. 

To  sample  a  field,  the  bottom  half  of 
20  stalks  should  be  collected  across  the 
end  of  the  field.  When  you  think  about 
it,  20  stalks  is  not  very  many  compared 
to  the  total  number  of  stalks  in  the  field. 
A  20  stalk  sample  could  easily  fail  to 
pick  up  a  very  low  level  of  RSD  infec- 
tion, but  it  should  reliably  detect  infec- 
tion levels  above  5%.  In  this  case,  it  turns 
out  the  easiest  sampling  method  is  also 
the  best  way  to  get  an  accurate  picture  of 
what  is  going  on  in  the  field.  Sampling 
along  rows  can  give  an  inaccurate  pic- 
ture of  what  is  in  the  field,  since  RSD  is 
spread  along  rows  during  planting  and 
harvest.  Sampling  can  be  done  after  a 
whole  stalk  harvest  before  burning,  but 
again,  stalks  should  be  collected  from 
different  rows  across  the  field.  The  cane 
knife  used  to  collect  the  samples  should 
be  sprayed  with  Lysol  between  fields. 
Once  the  stalks  are  collected,  the  water 
vessel  sap  must  be  collected  from  the 
bottom  joint  for  RSD  testing. 

The  collection  of  stalks  from  the  field 
and  extraction  of  sap  may  be  accom- 
plished in  several  ways.  Your  County 
Agent  is  familiar  with  the  process  and  is 
committed  to  playing  an  important  role 
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in  RSD  testing.  Most  sugarcane  consult- 
ants will  probably  provide  RSD  sam- 
pling as  part  of  their  services.  Some  con- 
sultants have  provided  RSD  testing  and 
may  continue  to  do  so.  All  consultants 
are  welcome  to  submit  the  samples  they 
collect  to  the  LSU  Ag  Center  lab  for  test- 
ing. If  there  is  a  high  level  of  participa- 
tion by  growers  (and  I  hope  there  will 
be),  the  County  Agent  will  be  unable  to 
do  all  of  the  sampling.  During  the  first 
year  of  the  service,  different  types  of 
cooperation  in  collecting  samples  will  be 
tried.  Most  of  these  will  probably  in- 
volve collection  of  the  stalks  by  the 
grower.  Some  growers  may  find  that 
they  can  do  the  sap  extraction  as  well, 
and  just  give  the  samples  to  the  County 
Agent  for  delivery  to  the  lab.  Milking 
machine  teat  cups  to  be  attached  to  air 
compressors  for  blowing  out  stalk  sap 
will  be  available  from  your  County 
Agent. 

Each  stalk  sample  will  be  assessed  a 
$1  fee  to  cover  the  operating  costs  of  the 
lab.  This  means  a  fee  of  $20  per  field 
must  be  paid  in  the  form  of  a  check  at  the 
time  the  samples  are  submitted.  A  form 
will  be  filled  out  providing  information 
about  each  field.  The  results  from  each 
field  will  consist  of  the  number  of  stalks 
in  which  RSD  was  detected  out  of  the 
total  number  tested.  They  will  be  sent 
directly  to  you  along  with  some  infor- 


mation to  assist  in  interpretation  of  the 
results.  A  copy  also  will  be  sent  to  the 
County  Agent  and /or  consultant,  who 
will  be  available  for  discussion  of  the 
results. 

There  are  several  reasons  why  every- 
one should  use  the  RSD  testing  service 
on  an  annual  basis.  The  inadvertent 
spread  and  increase  of  the  disease  that 
can  occur  because  RSD  cannot  be  seen  is 
the  first  reason.  This  disease  can  sneak 
up  on  you,  and  it  can  hurt  you.  All  of  the 
current  varieties  suffer  significant  yield 
losses  from  RSD.  The  breeding  program 
is  attempting  to  develop  the  highest 
yielding  varieties  possible.  Promising 
varieties  are  not  dropped  because  of 
susceptibility  to  RSD.  If  we  did  so,  LCP 
85-384  would  have  been  dropped.  RSD 
control  is  left  up  to  the  growers  During 
preliminary  sampling  last  fall,  there  was 
only  one  of  14  farms  (7%)  sampled  for 
which  no  RSD  was  detected.  This  sug- 
gests that  there  is  considerable  room  for 
improvement  in  the  industry.  The  avail- 
ability of  an  RSD  testing  service  will 
make  it  possible  for  this  industry  to  beat 
RSD.  It  will  cost  you  a  small  amount  of 
effort  and  $100-$200  per  year  in  fees. 
Increased  competition  is  very  likely  in 
the  sugar  market  in  the  future.  As  a 
grower,  you  cannot  afford  to  lose  income 
to  RSD.  Each  farm  should  be  sampled 
for  RSD  every  year. 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (3 1 8)  367-8233 


xni- 
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Delta  Chemicals 

Thibodaux,  La. 
(504)  447-4081 

Jeanerette,  La. 
(318)276-5051 

New  Roads,  La. 
(504)  638-8343 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(504)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 
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THE  DIFFERENCE 
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Cane  Harvesting    x\  Equipment 
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Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonvillc  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-7927       (504)  447-3776 
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Can  Billets  Be  Successfully 
Planted  In  Louisiana? 


By  Jeff  Hoy 
and  Charley  Rjchard 

The  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry 
is  experiencing  a  period  of  great 
change.  Combine  harvesting  has 
become  a  reality.  The  shift  occurring  in 
harvesting  systems  and  the  difficulties 
experienced  in  whole  stalk  planting 
have  created  intense  interest  in  the  pos- 
sibility of  billet  planting.  The  purpose  of 
this  article  is  to  provide  information 
about  the  research  being  conducted  to 
determine  the  feasibility  of  billet  plant- 
ing with  modern  varieties  and  cultural 
practices. 

Yield  comparisons  of  billet  and 
whole  stalk  planting  from  field  experi- 
ments with  machine-cut  billets  are  only 
available  for  two  growing  seasons.  The 
first  experiment  conducted  in 
Vermillion  Parish  is  now  in  second 
stubble.  Two  experiments,  one  in  Pointe 
Coupee  and  one  in  St.  Mary  Parish,  are 
now  in  first  stubble.  The  yield  results 
obtained  so  far  are  provided  in  the  three 
tables  included  in  the  article.  The  results 
from  the  experiment  in  Vermillion  Par- 


ish suggest  that  varieties  vary  in  the 
ability  to  tolerate  billet  planting.  LCP  82- 
89  yields  have  been  the  same  in  billet 
and  whole  stalk  plantings.  This  variety 
is  included  in  two  experiments  in  plant 
cane  this  year,  so  we  will  see  if  tolerance 
of  billet  planting  is  a  consistent  trait.  The 
plant  cane  results  for  LCP  85-384  from 
two  experiments  indicate  that  although 
billet-planting  yields  were  good,  yields 
from  whole  stalk  plantings  were  even 
better.  This  year,  we  will  determine 
whether  stubble  yields  from  whole  stalk 
plantings  continue  to  be  superior.  LCP 
85-384  is  included  in  four  experiments  in 
plant  cane  this  year,  so  more  information 
on  the  ability  of  this  promising  combine 
variety  to  tolerate  billet  planting  will  be 
generated.  Results  with  CP  70-321  have 
been  somewhat  erratic.  This  variety  ap- 
pears to  have  the  ability  to  compensate 
or  recover  from  lower  spring  shoot 
populations  in  billet  planting,  but  in 
general,  growth  and  yields  from  whole 
stalks  have  been  superior  to  billets  for 
CP  70-321. 

Eight  fungicides  were  applied  in  the 
two  experiments  planted  during  fall, 
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1995,  to  see  if  they  would  control  stalk 
rot  and  increase  yields.  None  of  the  fun- 
gicides increased  yields  in  billet 
plantings  of  CP  70-321  and  LCP  85-384. 
Some  of  the  same  fungicides  and  two 
new  ones  were  included  in  experiments 
planted  during  fall,  1996.  A  larger  num- 
ber of  fungicides  and  other  possible 
treatments,  including  everything  from 
municipal  biosolids  to  resistance  induc- 
ers, were  applied  in  a  small  scale  billet 
test  at  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center  St. 
Gabriel  Experiment  Station.  This  ap- 
proach will  be  continued  in  an  attempt 
to  identify  treatments  with  the  potential 
to  increase  the  performance  of  billet 
planting.  No  chemical  treatment  is  go- 
ing to  provide  protection  of  billets  from 
stalk  rot  for  the  entire  fall,  winter  and 
early  spring.  Early  protection  might  al- 
low the  establishment  of  plants  that 
could  survive  the  winter.  However,  the 
extended  period  over  which  problems 
can  develop  makes  it  unlikely  that 
chemical  control  of  stalk  rot  will  allow 
reliable,  successful  billet  planting. 

Seven  new  experiments  comparing 
different  combinations  of  varieties,  fun- 
gicides, dates  of  planting,  and  starter 
fertilizer  were  planted  during  fall,  1996. 
The  results  from  these  experiments,  the 
continuing  experiments,  and  additional 
future  experiments  will  all  be  needed  to 
determine  the  conditions  under  which 
billet  planting  will  be  consistently  suc- 
cessful. Considering  all  of  the  results 
available  to  date,  whole  stalk  planting  is 
still  superior  to  billet  planting. 

If  you  are  considering  billet  planting, 
there  are  several  things  to  be  aware  of. 
Billets  are  more  sensitive  to  any  type  of 
problem  or  stress.  This  would  include 
poor  land  preparation,  improper  cover- 
age, poor  drainage,  and  herbicide  injury. 
The  longer  billet  size  (approximately  2 
ft.)  should  be  used.  Try  to  minimize 


damage  to  billets.  The  most  common 
type  of  damage  is  cracking  of  internodes 
or  joints.  A  planting  rate  of  at  least  four 
running  billets  is  needed,  meaning, 
there  will  be  no  reduction  in  seedcane 
usage.  Most  mechanical  planters  appear 
to  do  a  good  job  of  planting  billets. 
However,  fields  should  be  walked  be- 
fore covering  to  ensure  there  are  no 
gaps.  Many  people  speculate  that  early 
planting  of  billets  would  be  best,  but 
there  is  no  evidence  to  support  this  as 
yet.  Experiments  comparing  billet  and 
whole  stalk  planting  of  CP  65-357,  CP 
72-370,  LHo  83-153,  HoCP  85-845,  or 
LCP  86-454  are  being  considered  for  this 
fall. 

The  results  from  the  field  experi- 
ments conducted  to  date  suggest  that, 
with  proper  handling  and  planting,  se- 
vere stand  problems  in  billet  planted 
fields  of  LCP  82-89  and  LCP  85-384  will 
be  unlikely.  However,  it  appears  that, 
over  time,  whole  stalk  plantings  will 
continue  to  provide  higher  yields  than 
billet  plantings.  Growers  should  re- 
member that  adverse  planting  or  winter 
conditions  will  cause  more  problems  in 
billet  than  whole  stalk  plantings.  Re- 
search will  be  continued  to  attempt  to 
develop  methods  and  recommenda- 
tions for  reliable,  successful  billet  plant- 
ing. For  now,  it  would  be  advisable  for 
growers  to  retain  the  ability  to  plant 
whole  stalks  if  possible. 


Jeff  Hoy  is  a  professor  in  the  Department  of 
Plant  Pathology  and  Crop  Physiology  with 
the  Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural 
Center  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Charley  Richard  is  the  Vice  President  and 
Director  of  Research  of  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  in  Thibodaux. 
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Results  from  plant  cane  and  first  stubble  experiments  comparing 
billet  and  whole  stalk  planting  in  Vermillion  Parish 


Variety 

Planting 

Tons/Acre 
1995           1996 

Sugar/Acre 
1995             1996 

CP  70-321 

Whole 
Billet 

47.7* 
39.2 

42.3* 
29.0 

10053* 
7639 

7466* 
4778 

LCP  82-89 

Whole 
Billet 

40.0 
38.4 

41.1 
43.4 

8440 
8037 

7453 
7387 

CP  85-800 

Whole 
Billet 

45.7 
41.4 

42.1* 
34.1 

9875 
8885 

8346* 
5888 

Plant  cane  results  from  an  experiment  comparing 
billet  and  whole  stalk  planting  in  Pointe  Coupee  Parish,  1996 


Variety 

Planting 

Tons/Acre 

Sugar/Acre 

CP  70-321 

Whole 

37.9 

8426 

Billet 

41.4* 

9170* 

LCP  85-384 

Whole 

50.5 

11284* 

Billet 

45.4 

10017 

Sugar/Ton 

219 
218 

221 
218 


Plant  cane  results  from  an  experiment  comparing 
billet  and  whole  stalk  planting  in  St.  Mary  Parish,  1996 


Variety 

Planting 

Tons/Acre 

CP  70-321 

Whole 

36.4* 

Billet 

31.9 

LCP  85-384 

Whole 

49.3* 

Billet 

44.7 

Sugar/Acre  Sugar/Ton 


8204* 
7245 

11064 
10449 


223 
224 

221 
231* 


*  Denotes  significant  differences 
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CLASS 


EDS 


FOR       SALE 


•  1991  Case/lnt'l  7130,  with  front  wheel 
drive,  PTO,  heavy  duty  steel  bumper 
with  box,  3640  hrs.,  still  under  warranty 

-  $46,700;  1972  Thompson  Cane 
Cutter  with  large  JD  engine  and  front 
wheel  assist  $9,600;  1974  JD  4020 
Loader  with  attachment  -  $8,300; 
Davis  Cane  Carts  -  2  for  $6,600  and  2 
for  $6,300;  Planter's  Aids,  double 
axle  wagon  -  $950,  $950,  and  $1 ,000; 
3-row  Tiller  with  3  pt.  hitch,  openers, 
and  extra  blades  -  $3,850;  3-row 
Bottom  Plow  with  3  pt.  hitch  and 
gauge  wheels  -  $650;  16'  Flat 
Chopper  w/cylinder  -  $750;  6'  Case 
End  Row  Flat  Chopper  (parts  only)- 
$100;  Lilliston  Hoe  -  $250;  Sub-soiler 

-  $300;  1990  Case/  Int'l  5120  Maxum, 
3490  hrs.  -  $22,500;  3-row  Cultivator 
with  3  busting  plows  and  6  shields  &  6 
clamps  -  $2,800.  Call  Randy 
Gonsoulin  at  (318)  365-0014. 

•  1983  S30  4x4  cab  and  air,  new  style 
air  -  $45,000;  3020  Hi-Crop  w/Cameco 
loader,  new  engine  -  $5,000;  JD  3-row, 
new  blade  -  $2,500;  2  Cane  Field 
Wagons  -  $2,500  ea.;  16' 1630  JD 
Disk  -  $2,500;  3-row  Cane  Packer, 
pull  type  -  $1 ,000;  Cane  Grab  -  $900. 
Call  J.W.  Hurdle  in  Port  Allen  at  (504) 
749-2892. 


Broussard  Single-row  Harvester, 

good  condition  -  $30,000;  4  Cane 
Wagons  -  Bayou  Service  type,  used 
one  season,  full  manifold  mill  pump, 
14-ply  Road  Grader  type  tires  -  $7,000 


per  wagon.  Call  Andras  Farms,  Inc.  at 
(504)446-1129. 

1993  Single-row  Broussard  Har- 
vester available  for  Lease  for  Cane 
Planting  and  Harvesting  season.  1969 
Drop  Deck  25-ton  Lo-boy  $3,000. 
Call  Robert  Lemann  at  (504)  473- 
9826. 


•  2  -  V-M  Diesel  Power  Units,  one 

running,  one  for  parts.  Hearne  Valve, 

never  used.  Make  offer.  Phone  (504) 
448-6205  or  (504)  798  1 1 45  (days 
only). 

•  Planter's  Aids,  large  type,  great 
condition.  Call  (318)  276-7138  or 
(318)373-8826. 

•  Single-row  Broussard  Harvester  with 
CAT  engine;  Broussard  Field  Loader 

with  new  style  piler.  $45,000  both. 
Call  (318)  838-2505  or  (318)  346- 
6174. 

•  3-row  Lilliston  Cultivator;  5-row 

Spray  Boom.  Call  Pat  Accardo  Farms 
at  (318)  836-9370  or  (318)  828-2886. 

WILL  TRADE  - 1989  S-32  Cameco  2- 
row  Harvester  for  S-30  Single-row  or 
Broussard  Single-row  Harvester. 
Details  to  be  worked  out.  Call  (504) 
673-4583  or  page  at  (504)  233-0002 
(daytime). 


jyOUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

<^*S WORKERS'  COMPENSATION  SELF  INSURERS  FUND 

COMPETITIVE  WOERKER'S  COMP  COVERAGE 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Cane! 

Call  (800)  349-3440  for  a  quote 
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Commercial  Members 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 


Argent  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Assumption  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  398,  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

Deere  &  Company 

John  Deere  Rd.,  Moline,  IL  61265 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

1340  Poydras  St.,  Suite  2000,  New  Orleans,  LA 

70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

First  National  Bank  of  Lafayette 

P.  O.  Box  90F,  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 
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UP        FRONT        WITH        THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Political  Action  Committee 


Since  coming  to  the  League,  I  have, 
on  many  occasions  while  speaking 
to  members,  encouraged  everyone 
to  contribute  to  the  ASCL  Political  Ac- 
tion Fund.  PACs  were  formed  probably 
twenty  years  ago  in  an  attempt  to  do 
away  with  the  inferred  "buying"  of  poli- 
ticians, as  it  may  have  been  termed.  The 
concern  at  the  time  was  that  only 
wealthy  individuals  and  corporations 
could  afford  to  be  "players."  The  PAC 
allowed  for  small  business  people  and 
individuals  to  pool  their  money,  thus 
giving  them  the  ability  to  participate  in 
the  political  process. 

None  of  us  like  to  "give"  money  to 
anyone.  Even  when  I  was  on  the  receiv- 
ing side  as  a  state  representative,  it  was 
very  difficult  for  me  to  have  to  even 
think  about  soliciting  contributions  from 
friends,  relatives,  and  others;  but,  that's 
part  of  the  process.  I  can  give  you  any 
number  of  reasons  why  "I"  (meaning 
you)  shouldn't  contribute  to  the  Political 
Action  Fund.  Regardless,  it  is  your  in- 
dustry and  it  is  you,  the  growers  and 
processors  in  this  state,  that  benefit  from 
the  League's  active  participation  in  the 
political  process. 

The  monies  that  are  contributed  to 
the  PAC  are  not  given  to  any  one  party, 
but  rather,  are  given  to  people  in  both 
parties.  The  PAC  is  not  used  to  pay  sala- 
ries, entertain,  or  pay  for  travel  expenses. 
The  PAC  is  used  to  support  candidates 
that  we  believe  will  give  us  the  opportu- 
nity, when  the  time  comes,  to  explain  our 
side  of  the  issue(s)  and  will  give  us  a  fair 
hearing;  and,  maybe  even  vote  in  our 
favor  or  work  to  support  our  side. 


As  I  have  said  to  many  throughout 
the  last  several  years,  having  a  well 
funded  political  action  fund  is  no  differ- 
ent from  hiring  a  carpenter  to  do  work 
for  you.  The  best  carpenter  in  the  world 
cannot  build  or  repair  anything  if  he  or 
she  does  not  have  the  proper  tool(s). 
Without  the  hammer,  the  saw,  the  miter 
box,  and  the  other  tools  that  are  inherent 
in  the  carpentry  trade,  a  strong  political 
action  fund  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
if  you  would  hope  to  be  successful  in  the 
political  arena.  It  doesn't  guarantee  suc- 
cess, but,  it  allows  us  access  to  policy 
makers.  Presently,  contributions  to  the 
fund  account  is  less  than  forty  percent  of 
the  industry's  potential  contributions, 
based  on  the  total  tons  of  cane  harvested 
for  sugar.  That  means  that  the  growers 
producing  over  sixty  percent  of  the  ton- 
nage in  this  state  are  letting  a  smaller 
group  of  growers  fund  one  of  the  most 
important  tools  that  we  have  at  our  dis- 
posal. Since  coming  to  the  League  the 
PAC  fund  has  grown  by  approximately 
five  percent.  When  I  arrived,  thirty- five 
percent  of  the  tons  produced  were  con- 
tributing to  the  PAC. 

By  the  time  you  read  this  article,  it  is 
my  hope  that  you  will  have  received  a 
statement  for  your  voluntary  PAC  con- 
tribution. It  will  show  all  cane  (tons) 
delivered  to  all  mills  by  your  operation 
and  the  amount  it  is  hoped  you  will  con- 
tribute. The  contribution  rate  is  .03  cents 
per  ton  of  cane  received  by  the  mill. 

I  was  raised  to  believe  that  if  I  partici- 
pated in  an  organization  or  belonged  to 
a  group,  that  even  though  I  didn't  al- 
ways agree  with  the  majority,  that  I  was 


part  of  that  team  or  group;  and,  the  team 
concept  says  "we  are  all  in  this  together/' 
That  is  never  more  true  than  it  is  now. 
Instead  of  fighting  a  farm  bill  every  five 
years,  we  are  incurring  annual  congres- 
sional battles  in  an  attempt  to  keep  you 
in  business,  while  at  the  same  time, 
working  with  some  of  the  leaders  in  this 
country  to  persuade  the  other  govern- 
ments who  financially  support  their 
growers  to  "ratchet  down"  their  sup- 
ports as  our  government  has.  We  are  still 
in  business  and  can  continue  to  stay  in 
business.  But,  we  must  utilize  every  tool 
with  which  we  have  to  work.  The  PAC 
needs  to  be  stronger  because  of  the  in- 
creased demands  on  this  fund.  It  is  your 
responsibility  to  support  the  PAC  and  to 
encourage  each  and  every  friend  and 
relative  who  farms  sugarcane  in  this 
state  to  support  it,  and  thus  make  it  a 
viable  tool  that  can  be  utilized  by  your 
leadership  on  vour  behalf. 


In  closing,  to  those  of  you  who  have 
not  contributed  to  the  PAC.  You  can  con- 
tinue to  sit  and  allow  the  others  who 
have  contributed  to  continue.  However, 
the  amounts  of  money  being  requested 
and  approved  for  political  candidates  is 
approaching  a  point  where  we  will  not 
be  able  to  continue  supporting  all  of 
those  candidates  who  might  be  willing 
to  support  us.  If  that  occurs,  the  five 
vote  winning  spread  we  held  on  the  last 
farm  bill  can  very  likely  go  in  the  oppo- 
site direction;  and  that  my  friend  could 
be  disastrous  for  you,  the  producers  of 
sugarcane  in  Louisiana.  Just  think  about 
it.  Knowing  the  type  of  people  that  you 
are.  You  who  feel  so  strongly  about  your 
responsibilities  and  your  industry.  It  is 
hard  for  me  to  imagine  that  all  of  you 
aren't  willing  to  contribute  your  share. 
"A  small  price  to  pay"  as  my  father 
would  say.  However,  everyone  has  a  re- 
sponsibility to  the  PAC.  It's  up  to  you! 
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WASHINGTON        UPDA 


with  Don  Wallace 

Agriculture  Appropriations  Bill 
Makes  Its  Way  Through  Congress 


The  House  Appropriations  Com- 
mittee, chaired  by  Rep. 
Bob  Livingston  (R-LA),  has  com- 
pleted its  Fiscal  Year  1998  Agriculture 
Appropriations  bill,  approving  by  voice 
vote  a  measure  to  provide  $49.4  billion 
for  farm  programs,  rural  development, 
nutrition,  and  the  Food  &  Drug  Admin- 
istration. The  bill  includes  no  amend- 
ments to  change  the  sugar  program. 
Funding  for  the  Fiscal  Year  1998  bill  is 
$3.8  billion  less  than  was  appropriated 
last  year. 

While  there  was  no  discussion  of  the 
sugar  program,  other  issues  provoked 
sharp  debate.  Supporters  of  the  tobacco 
program  fought  off  a  challenge  from 
Rep.  Nita  Lowey  (D-NY),  defeating  by 
voice  vote  her  amendment  to  terminate 
funding  for  crop  insurance  or  crop  di- 
saster assistance  for  tobacco  farmers. 
The  committee  approved  an  amend- 
ment, sponsored  by  Rep.  George 
Nethercutt  (R-WA),  to  eliminate  two 
Farm  Service  Agency  positions,  after  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  enrolled 
only  22%  of  Washington  state's  re- 
quested acres  in  the  Conservation  Re- 
serve Program.  There  was  also  disagree- 
ment over  an  amendment  by  Rep.  Joe 
Skeen  (R-NM)  to  increase  crop  insur- 
ance funding  from  $152  million  to  $188 
million. 

As  the  Sugar  Bulletin  goes  to  press, 
the  bill  awaits  consideration  on  the 
House  floor.  Similarly,  the  Senate  Ap- 
propriations Committee  has  not  yet 


completed  mark  up  of  its  version  of  the 
Fiscal  Year  1998  Agriculture  Appropria- 
tions bill.  An  update  on  the  progress  of 
both  versions  will  be  included  in  next 
month's  issue. 

Miller  Continues  Attack  on  Florida 
Sugar  Industry 

Though  he  chose  not  to  take  action 
during  mark  up  of  the  Agriculture  Ap- 
propriations bill,  Rep.  Dan  Miller  (R-FL) 
remained  on  the  offensive,  taking  aim  at 
Florida  sugar  producers  by  successfully 
attaching  report  language  to  the  VA/ 
HUD  appropriations  bill,  which  will 
fund  programs  operated  by  the  Depart- 
ments of  Veterans  Affairs  and  Housing  & 
Urban  Development.  During  mark  up  of 
the  bill  by  the  House  Appropriations 
Committee,  Rep.  Miller  secured  a  unani- 
mous vote  to  include  language  urging 
the  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
(EPA)  to  use  $1  million  of  available 
funds  to  assess  the  impact  of  the  Florida 
sugar  industry  on  the  Everglades.  Spe- 
cifically, the  EPA  is  encouraged  to  study 
the  water  quality  and  environmental 
impact  of  new  sugar  cane  refining  on 
both  the  Florida  Everglades  ecosystem 
and  the  Everglades  Restoration  project, 
and  to  determine  the  source  of  water 
pollution  in  three  Water  Conservation 
Areas  of  the  Everglades  Protection  Area. 
The  EPA  is  asked  to  report  back  to  the 
full  committee  within  six  months.  Nev- 
ertheless, the  language  is  merely  a  re- 
quest rather  than  a  mandate,  technically, 


since  report  language  technically  does 
not  have  the  force  of  law. 

USDA  Requests  Public  Comments  to 
Evaluate  FY  1998  Tariff-Rate  Ouota 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
begun  accepting  public  comments  on 
the  administration  of  the  raw  cane  sugar 
tariff-rate  quota  (TRQ)  for  Fiscal  Year 
1998, which  begins  on  Oct.  1,  according 
to  a  July  9  USDA  press  release.  Agricul- 
ture Secretary  Dan  Glickman  has  pro- 
posed to  extend  the  current  TRQ  system 
another  year,  through  Fiscal  Year  1998, 
but  wants  to  consider  public  comments 
before  making  a  final  decision.  The 
USDA  has  set  an  Aug.  8  deadline. 

Last  September  the  USDA  instituted 
a  new  system  for  administering  the  TRQ 
by  predetermining  the  amount  of  im- 
ports according  to  the  most  current  De- 
partment forecasts  of  domestic  sugar 
supply  and  consumption,  and  then 
holding  a  portion  of  these  imports  in 
reserve  to  be  allocated  in  three  200,000 
ton  intervals  when  the  stocks-to-use  ra- 
tio was  equal  to  or  less  than  15.5%.  The 
TRQ  for  fiscal  year  1997  was  set  at  2.3 
metric  tons.  The  first  1.7  million  tons 
were  allocated  immediately  by  the 
USTR,  and  the  remaining  600,000  tons 
were  held  in  reserve,  as  planned.  In 
January  1997,  a  200,000  ton  portion  was 
canceled  when  the  USDA's  World  Agri- 
cultural Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  reported  the  domestic  stocks- 
to-use  ratio  to  be  15.7%.  However,  in 
March,  and  then  in  May,  the  second  and 
third  200,000  ton  portions  were  allocated 
when  the  WASDE  calculated  through- 
put to  be  below  15.5%  for  each  month. 

Public  comments  should  be  sent  to 
Stephen  Hammond,  Sugar  Group  Team 
Leader,  Foreign  Agricultural  Service, 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Stop 
1021,  Washington,  D.C.,  20250-1021,  and 


should  be  sent  no  later  than  Aug.  8, 1997. 
A  final  decision  for  the  raw  cane  sugar 
TRQ,  as  well  as  for  refined  and  specialty 
sugar  TRQs,  will  be  announced  on  or 
before  Sept.  17. 

July  WASDE  Forecasts  Improved 
Production 

The  USDA  released  its  July  WASDE 
forecast,  calculating  domestic  sugar  pro- 
duction for  1997-98  at  7575  million  short 
tons,  raw  value,  up  75,000  tons  from  last 
month.  The  increased  estimate  is  due 
entirely  to  improved  forecasts  from 
Louisiana,  where  production  is  now  ex- 
pected to  reach  1.05  million  tons.  The 
report  stated  that  Louisiana's  increase 
was  the  result  of  a  switch  by  producers 
to  higher  yielding  varieties  following  the 
freeze  in  early  1996. 

Beet  sugar  production  remained  con- 
stant at  4.3  million  tons.  Projections  for 
domestic  deliveries  were  also  un- 
changed at  9.75  million  tons.  Estimates 
for  domestic  stocks  were  raised  3,000 
tons  from  last  month  to  a  total  of  1.579 
million  tons.  The  report  issued  no  esti- 
mates for  total  supply  or  for  ending 
stocks,  so  no  calculation  for  stocks-to- 
use  ratio  was  made. 

U.S.  Seeking  to  Settle  Sugar  Dispute 
With  Canada 

In  an  effort  to  resolve  the  ongoing 
dispute  with  Canada  over  bilateral  sugar 
trade,  the  United  States  recently  prom- 
ised to  increase  its  offer  of  giving  Canada 
more  than  one-third  of  the  U.S.  refined 
sugar  quota,  according  to  a  report  in  In- 
side U.S.  Trade.  The  dispute  centers  on 
the  U.S.  re-export  program  for  the  sale  of 
sugar  containing  products  to  Canada, 
which  the  latter  says  violates  the  North 
American  Free  Trade  Agreement 
(NAFTA).  In  exchange  for  dropping  a 
formal    challenge    to    the    program, 


Canada  is  demanding  a  majority  share 
of  the  22,000  ton  U.S.  refined  sugar 
quota,  far  more  than  the  minority  por- 
tion now  being  offered.  Canada  also 
wants  to  lock  in  its  access  to  the  U.S. 
sugar  containing  products  quota.  While 
it  is  less  concerned  with  Canadian  access 
to  the  U.S.  sugar  containing  product 
market,  the  United  States  publicly  wor- 
ries that  Canada's  demand  for  a  greater 
share  of  the  refined  sugar  quota  may  be 
inconsistent  with  General  Agreement  on 
Tariffs  &  Trade  (GATT). 

Overseas  Sugar  Production  Facing 
Trouble 

The  Phillipine  refiner,  Victorias  Mill- 
ing, the  largest  sugar  refiner  in  Asia, 
announced  recently  that  it  was  unable  to 
service  loans  that  totaled  $232  million, 
and  might  face  foreclosure  if  it  could  not 


find  a  source  for  more  capital,  the  Finan- 
cial Times  reported.  The  refiner's  col- 
lapse could  cripple  the  Phillipine  indus- 
try, which  has  already  been  struggling 
due  to  competition  from  neighboring 
Thailand. 

Sugar  producers  in  Brazil  and  Thai- 
land face  threats  of  another  sort.  The 
National  Weather  Service  has  warned 
that  severe  weather  disruptions  caused 
by  the  climatic  abnormality,  El  Nino, 
could  seriously  hamper  agricultural 
production,  according  to  another  Finan- 
cial Times  report.  El  Nino,  which  alters 
normal  weather  patterns  over  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  also  caused  major  problems  in 
1982-83.  Scientists  predict  this  year  El 
Nino  could  result  in  severe  droughts  in 
South  America,  Africa  and  the  western 
Pacific  region,  lowering  world  sugar 
production  by  as  much  as  20%  next  year. 


Ask  your  Land  Bank 
Association  about... 
financing  to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are  looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve  land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have,  your  Land  Bank  Association 

can  provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need  financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our  various  loan  options. 


0erfeiaf 
LAND  BANK 


Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 
Opelousas  Port  Allen 

(318)  942-1461        (504)  344-2691 


EQUAL  HOUSING 

LENDER 


of  each  variety. 

The  importance  of  clean  seed  cannot 
be  over-emphasized.  An  effective  clean 
seed  program  will  provide  the  best 
chance  of  achieving  maximum  yields 
from  your  farming  operation. 

Growers  should  remember  that  the 
planting  operation  is  not  complete  until 
an  effective  herbicide  program  is  fol- 
lowed. These  chemicals  work  best  when 
applied  soon  after  planting  and  before 
weeds  begin  to  emerge. 

As  all  growers  are  already  aware, 
conditions  at  planting  time  will  affect 
the  resulting  yields  for  the  entire  crop 
cycle.  Don't  rush  into  planting,  plant  in 
a  poorly  prepared  seed  bed,  and  wind 
up  with  a  poor  job  that  will  negatively 
impact  yields  for  three  or  four  years. 
Follow  the  advice  that  most  fathers  have 
given  their  sons  at  one  time  or  another; 
take  the  time  to  do  the  job  right  the  first 
time  and  avoid  having  to  waste  time 
correcting  a  sloppy  job. 

Asulox 

The  year  has  been  extremely  wet 
with  rainfall  in  most  of  the  cane  belt 
above  normal.  Because  cultivation  was 
not  the  perfect  job  that  most  growers 
would  have  liked,  the  year  began  with 
an  above  normal  amount  of  grass  in  the 
crop.  However,  growers  who  used 
asulox  found  that  the  chemical  worked 
surprisingly  well  this  year  and  was  very 
effective  at  slowing  down  johnsongrass 
growth.  At  the  present  time,  the  crop  is 
much  cleaner  than  it  could  have  been 
based  upon  early  grass  growth.  How- 
ever, because  lay-by  was  not  done  well 
in  many  fields,  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
other  grasses  that  are  coming  in  under 
the  canopy.  Many  growers  are  now  at- 
tempting to  come  in  with  a  late  herbicide 
treatment  to  clean  up  the  crop.  This 
could  be  especially  important  to  com- 


bine growers  since  good  weed  control 
makes  for  a  more  efficient  harvest. 

Crop  Report 

As  noted  above,  weather  conditions 
continue  to  be  wetter  than  normal. 
While  there  is  ample  moisture  for  good 
growth,  the  cloudy  days  during  June 
and  early  July  have  certainly  reduced 
the  growth  potential.  What  effect  this 
lack  of  sunlight  will  ultimately  have  on 
yields  depends  upon  the  weather  condi- 
tions during  the  remainder  of  this 
"grand  growth  period."  Also,  root 
growth  has  been  rather  shallow  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  above  normal  rainfall  which 
will  make  the  crop  more  susceptible  to  a 
late  summer  drought.  However,  stands 
are  good  throughout  much  of  the  belt. 
The  crop  was  not  well  cultivated  nor 
was  the  lay-by  very  good.  However,  the 
outlook  at  this  time  is  still  for  an  average 
to  above  average  yield. 

As  a  result  of  the  mild  winter  and 
above  normal  rainfall,  borer  pressure 
has  been  greater  than  in  past  years.  Al- 
ready this  year,  a  considerable  acreage 
has  been  treated  and  the  outlook  is  for 
the  borer  to  continue  to  be  a  problem. 
With  a  quarter  of  the  industry  planted  to 
the  susceptible  variety,  LCP85-384,  the 
expectation  is  that  there  will  continue  to 
be  borer  treatments  throughout  the 
summer. 

Because  of  the  extended  rainy  peri- 
ods throughout  much  of  the  belt,  fallow 
work  is  behind  schedule  at  this  time. 
Many  growers  have  most  of  their  land 
on  the  flat  and  few  growers  have  clean 
rows  to  work  with.  Their  is  still  ample 
time  to  clean  up  the  fallow  ground  be- 
fore planting.  However,  if  this  is  to  be  an 
above  average  crop,  mills  will  have  to 
start  fairly  early  which  means  the  indus- 
try can  ill  afford  to  have  a  late  planting 
season. 
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A  Best-Use  Guide  to  the  Recommended  Varieties 


Variety  Characteristics  to  Consider 

Positive  Negative 


Best  Soil  Type 


CP72-370         Maturity 


Stalk  Cold  Tol. 
Herbicides 


Heavy       Mixed 


CP79-318         Maturity 
Stubbling 


Stalk  Cold  Tol. 

Harvestability  Heavy       Mixed 


CP65-357         Harvestability       Stubbling 


Heavy       Mixed       Light 


LCP82-89         Harvestability       RSD 

Maturity  Leaf  Scald 


Heavy       Mixed       Light 


LCP85-384       Stubbling 

Maturity  Borers 

Stalk  Cold  Tol.       Harvestability  Heavy       Mixed       Light 


HoCP85-845    Harvestability 

Maturity  RSD 

Stalk  Cold  Tol.       Leaf  Scald  Heavy       Mixed       Light 

CP70-321         Stalk  Cold  Tol.       Heavy  Soil  Vigor 

Maturity  Stubbling  Mixed       Light 

LHo83-153      Borer  Resistance 

Stubbling  Maturity 

Stalk  Cold  Tol.       Harvestability  Mixed       Light 

LCP86-454       Borer  Resistance    Stands 
Harvestability       Shading 

Stalk  Cold  Tol.  Mixed       Light 
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PRE-OWNED  TRACTORS 


(D)  U1362D   JD  2750,  MUDDER,  4WD 

RECONDITIONED  ENGINE 


$14,000 


W /WARRANTY 
(D)U1385D   JD  6300,  75PTO  HP 
2WD,  CAB  AND  AIR 
1993  MODEL.  CLEAN! 
JD  3010,  LP  TRACTOR 
JD  4230,  HI  CROP,  2  POST  $11,529 
JD  4440,  HI  CROP,  4  POST 
RECONDITIONED  TRANS,  rental 


(M)  U415M 
(T)  U1278T 
(D)  U1414D 


rental 
reduced 
$4,900 


TILLAGE  EQUIPMENT 


(D)  10568A  BLANTON  CROP  MAKER  $800 
(T)  U1281T  JD  331  DISK  HARROW  $4,375 
(T)  U1288T     IH  4  BOTTOM  PLOW  SOLD 


HAY  EQUIPMENT 


(D)  U1304T 
(D) 10208 
(T)  U1165T 
(T)  U127QT 
(DU1291T 


3-PT  ROUND  BALE  HAY  FORK  $250 

VICON  KM240  MOWER  COND.  $5,570  OBO 


(D)  U1424D 


(D)  U1396D 


(D)  U1383D 
(D)  U1308T 
(T)  U1275T 
(D)  U1431D 

(D)  U1432D 

(D)  U1428D 


W/WARRANTY 

JD  7400,  HC,  MFWD 

2  POST,  W/CANOPY 

NEW  18.4X38  R2  RUBBER 

POWER  SHIFT  TRANS. 

JD  7400,  HC,  MFWD 

CAB/AIR 

46"  RUBBER  FRT.  AND  REAR 

POWER  SHIFT  W/CREEPER 

JD  4850,  MFWD,  CAB/AIR 

IH  1066,  HI  CROP 

IH  1466,  ROW  CROP 

CASE  IH  7130  MFWD 

1992  MODEL 

CASE  IH  7140  MFWD 

1988  MODEL 

IH  1066,  HI  CROP 

4  POST  W/CANOPY  TOP 

POLY  SADDLE  TANKS 


reduced 


rental 
reduced 


^rental 
reduced 
SOLD 
$7,500 
$4,860 

$36,562 


NEW  HOLL.  850  ROUND  BALER 
VICON  1511  ROUND  BALER 
IH  23  SIDE  DELIVERY  RAKE 


EQUIPMENT 


$3,695 
$6,800 
$2,000 


(D)  D000009  JD  390  FLAIL  MOWER 


$3,597 


CONSUMER  PRODUCTS 


(D)  U1374D  JD  950  COMP  UTIL  TRACTOR  $9,675 
(D)  U1397D  JD  970  COMP  UTIL  TRACTOR  SOLD 
(DJU1425D  JD  6x4  GATOR,  W/WARRANTY  $5,866 
(D)  U1365D  JD  855  HYDROSTATIC  TRACTOR 
W/72-inch  BELLY  MOWER$10,234 


PENDING  TRADES 


*CALL  AHEAD  FOR  THE  BEST  PICKINGS* 
$24,062       JD      640  RIGID  DISK  HAROW,  1989  MODEL,  14'  7" 
WIDTH,  24"  DISK  BLADES 
JD      640  FOLDING  DISK  HARROW,  1996  MODEL, 
$6,900  18'  1"  WIDTH,  24"  DISK  BLADES 


(D)  Donaldsonville  (800)  526-7639 
(T)  Thibodaux  (504)  446-5061 
(L)  LaPlace  (800)  526-5990 

i-^  r  r  r™,  #r^  *  rtrt  s%r\  wnun;     t  \  v  *      (P)  Prarieville  (800)  526-7633 
EQUIPMENT  COMPANY,  INC.     (W  Monroe  (800)  524-9118 


flm^Mz© 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


Sean  M.  Prados 


1997  Regular  Session  Finally  Over 


One  of  most  comprehensive  and 
hectic  sessions  in  some  time  re- 
cently concluded  in  June.  Gen- 
erally, the  Legislature's  approach  toward 
most  issues  remained  conservative  and 
business-oriented.  I  encourage  everyone 
associated  with  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  to  contact  your  legislators 
and  thank  him  or  her  for  their  support. 
The  following  is  a  more  detailed  look 
at  some  of  the  bills  which  were  passed. 

Agriculture/Transportation 

HB  206  (Bruce)  Transportation:  In- 
creases the  age  of  persons  who  are  per- 
mitted to  ride  in  the  open  bed  of  a 
pickup  truck  or  a  utility  trailer  from  six 
to  twelve  years  of  age. 

SB  319  (Theunissen)  Transporta- 
tion: Exempts  commercial  vehicles  with 
a  gross  weight  of  one  ton  or  less  when 
operated  for  commercial  use  within  a 
fifty  mile  radius  of  the  commercial  estab- 
lishment from  diesel  fuel  invoice  re- 
quirements. 

HB  885  (Marionneaux,  et.  al.)  Trans- 
portation: Authorizes  the  issuance  of 
special  permits  for  trucks  hauling  agro- 
nomic or  horticultural  crops  in  their 
natural  state  in  addition  to  cotton  and 
sugar.  None  of  the  fees  or  gross  vehicle 
weights  were  changed. 

SB  1458  (Theunissen)  Agriculture: 
Continues  the  annual  registration  fee  for 
pesticides  at  three  hundred  dollars 


($300.00). 

HB  1305  (Thompson,  et.  al.)  Agri- 
culture: Requires  all  new  applicants  for 
an  agriculture  consultant  certificate  to 
furnish  evidence  he  has  met  all  the  fol- 
lowing requirements: 

•  He  holds  a  bachelor's,  master's  or 
doctor's  degree. 

•  He  has  earned  at  least  30  semester 
hours  of  college  credit  in  agronomy, 
soil  science,  weed  science,  entomol- 
ogy, plant  pathology,  horticulture, 
plant  physiology,  or  other  biological 
science,  or  any  combination  of  such. 

•  He  has  earned  at  least  four  hours  of 
college  credit  in  each  discipline  area 
for  which  certification  is  sought,  such 
as  entomology,  plant  pathology,  weed 
science,  and  soil  science. 

•  He  has,  with  a  master's  or  doctor's 
degree,  at  least  one  crop  season  of  ex- 
perience, and  with  a  bachelor's  de- 
gree, at  least  two  crop  seasons  of  expe- 
rience, in  the  field  for  which  he  re- 
quests certification  while  employed 
by  a  certified  agriculture  consultant. 

The  bill  further  allows  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Agriculture  to  waive  the  re- 
quirement of  experience  while  em- 
ployed by  an  agriculture  consultant  for 
applicants  with  a  master's  or  doctor's 
degree  who  demonstrate  other  compa- 
rable experience. 

The  bills  which  would  have  had  a 
negative  impact  on  the  sugar  industry 
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that  were  successfully  defeated  include: 

HB  906  (R.  Alexander)  Transporta- 
tion: Would  have  required  that  all  loads 
on  trucks  must  be  covered. 

HB  1495  (Theriot)  Agriculture:  Pro- 
vided for  a  permit  scheme  and  fee  for 
oversized  farm  vehicles  and  equipment. 
Currently,  no  permit  requirements  are 
necessary  for  operators  of  farm  equip- 
ment to  use  public  highways  in  Louisi- 
ana other  than  the  interstate.  This  bill 
would  have  required  operators  of  such 
vehicles  to  apply  to  the  Department  of 
Transportation  and  Development  for 
oversize  permits  at  a  cost  of  $10  per 
year /per  farm  or  company. 

HB  1711  (Shaw)  Transportation: 
Would  have  abolished  harvest  season 
permits  including  trucks  hauling  sugar 
cane.  The  bill  was  intended  to  lower 
maximum  weights  on  state  highways. 

SB  346  (Greene)  Agriculture:  Would 
have  allowed  municipalities  to  pass  or- 
dinances to  oppose  aerial  application  of 
certain  chemicals  by  crop-dusting  air- 
planes. 

Auto  Insurance 

Motorists  have  been  promised  a  10 
percent  reduction  in  their  car  insurance 
property  damage  and  bodily  injury  li- 
ability premiums  under  HB  2513 
(Donelon).  The  Donelon  bill  is  based  on 
a  "no  pay,  no  play"  provision  that  pro- 
hibits uninsured  motorists  from  recover- 
ing their  first  $10,000  in  bodily  injury 
and  first  $10,000  in  property  damages. 
The  bill  also  contains  a  provision  that 
would  allow  motorists  to  choose,  at  a 
reduced  premium,  uninsured  motorist 
coverage  that  would  not  cover  non-eco- 
nomic damages.  Although  a  very  wa- 
tered-down version  of  what  the  Gover- 
nor wanted  to  see  enacted,  he  neverthe- 
less has  said  he  will  sign  the  bill. 


Environment 

Some  environmental  bills  which 
were  passed  this  session  included: 

SB  1132  (Bean)  Public  Comment  Pe- 
riod: Requires  permit  objections  to  be 
addressed  during  the  public  period 
rather  than  at  the  end  of  the  process. 
Under  this  legislation,  parties  may  not 
wait  until  the  permit  is  issued  to  object 
to  its  issuance  unless  good  cause  is 
shown  for  not  submitting  the  evidence 
earlier  in  the  process.  This  will  help 
counter  recent  strategies  of  the  Tulane 
University  Environmental  Law  Clinic 
and  others  to  wait  until  a  permit  is  is- 
sued and  then  object  with  new  issues  to 
further  delay  the  process. 

HB  1826  (Quezaire)  Minority  Envi- 
ronmental Study:  Requires  a  study  of 
the  relationship  between  industrial 
plants  and  minority  neighborhoods 
and/or  the  economically  disadvan- 
taged. 

HB  2453  (Windhorst)  Judicial  Chal- 
lenge Deadlines:  This  bill  would  expe- 
dite the  hearing  of  judicial  challenges  to 
environmental  permits  by  requiring 
courts  to  give  preference  to  such  law- 
suits and  resolve  such  lawsuits  and  ap- 
peals within  90  days  of  hearing.  This 
would  prevent  courts  form  "sitting  on" 
judicial  challenges  to  environmental 
permits  by  groups  such  as  the  Tulane 
University  Environmental  Law  Clinic, 
which  frequently  challenge  permits. 

One  environmental  bill  that  was  de- 
feated was  HB  967  (Windhorst)  Self- 
Audit:  A  major  loss  for  the  business 
community,  this  bill  would  have  al- 
lowed companies  to  audit  their  own 
compliance  with  environmental  laws 
and  to  be  given  immunity  from  lawsuits 
and  administrative  action  as  a  result  of 
those  audits.  The  bill  died  in  a  Senate 
Committee.  Talk  about  hard  fought  bills, 
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this  one  was  definitely  right  up  there. 

Utilities 

Utilities  Deregulation:  The  House 
Commerce  Committee  killed  three  bills 
HB  1524  (Schneider);  HB  2200  (Durand), 
and  HB  2061  (Daniel)  -  that  sought  to 
speed  deregulation  of  the  electric  utility 
industry.  That  House  panel  decided  to 
leave  the  issue  to  the  Public  Service 
Commission.  Next  up  to  bat  was  the 
House  Ways  and  Means  Committee 
which  spent  an  entire  morning  hearing 
Daniel's  bill  (yes  one  and  the  same  as 
that  heard  by  Commerce)  and  then  de- 
ferred it.  The  issue  now  is  apparently  up 
tothePSC. 

Worker's  Compensation 

SB  922  (Ellington)  Statutory  Em- 
ployer: Considered  one  of  the  major 


business  victories  of  the  session  re- 
versed the  decision  of  the  Louisiana 
Supreme  Court  in  Kirkland  v. 
Riverwood,  which  granted  judges  wide 
latitude  in  allowing  employees  of  sub- 
contractors to  sue  the  principals.  This 
bill  was  a  rewrite  of  worker's  compensa- 
tion, necessitated  by  a  questionable  Su- 
preme Court  decision.  The  measure  will 
protect  the  principal  when  work  per- 
formed by  the  contractor  affects  the  abil- 
ity to  generate  its  products,  goods  or 
services,  and  allows  worker's  compen- 
sation understanding  to  be  provided  for 
in  writing.  SB  922  provides  a  rebuttable 
presumption  of  a  statutory  employer 
relationship  whenever  there  is  a  written 
contract  between  the  principal  and  the 
employee's  direct  employer  which  rec- 
ognized the  principal  as  a  statutory 
employer. 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (3 1 8)  367-8233 


TRI- 

■STATS 

Delta  Chemicals 

Thibodaux,  La. 
(504)  447-4081 

Jeanerette,  La. 
(318)276-5051 

New  Roads,  La. 
(504)  638-8343 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(504)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 

Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  T  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  1 5  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 

Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 

(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 

Shop  (318)  585-2437 
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C  O  N  F  I  R  M-  ®  2  F    ,:  INSECTICIDE 


New  technology 

now  available 

to  control 

SUGARCANE 
BORER. 

Confirm  insecticide  has  been  granted  a  Section  18 
exemption  for  control  of  sugarcane  borer  in  Louisiana. 
The  new  chemistry  in  Confirm  effectively  controls  this 
lepidoptera  pest,  but  does  not  affect  beneficials. 
Confirm  has  a  totally  different  mode  of  action.  When 
the  worm  feeds  on  a  treated  area,  a  premature,  fatal  molt 
is  initiated.  Within  a  few  hours,  the  insect  can  no  longer 
feed.  It's  now  as  good  as  dead. 

Confirm  offers  superior  rainfastness  and  a 
residual  effect  that  lasts  up  to  14  days,  depending  on 
the  stage  of  the  crop.  (Section  18  labels  for  these  uses 
are  available  only  from  your  Agricultural  Chemical 
Provider.) 

©CONFIRM  2F 

Smart  Insecticide  Technology 

ROHMK] 
IHARSE9 

PHILADELPHIA,   PA     19106 

Confirm  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Rohm  and  Haas  Company.  ©1997  Rohm  and  Haas  Company. 

For  more  information  about  Confirm  and  Section  18,  including  restrictions, 

contact  your  local  Agricultural  Chemical  Provider.  Read  and  follow  all  label  directions. 


ENVIRONMENTAL        PER.SPEC  T  I  V  E 


James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
G.E.C,  Inc. 

Status  of  Proposed  Air  Quality  Standards 


Everyone  in  America  has  learned 
to  appreciate  clean  air,  and  so 
much  so  that  the  subject  has  be- 
come an  emotional  issue  as  well  as  a 
political  "hot  potato/'  What  was  once 
very  dirty  and  unhealthy  air  over  much 
of  the  United  States  has,  at  great  expense 
of  the  nation's  resources,  been  cleaned 
up  to  meet  substantially  all  of  the  previ- 
ously established  ambient  air  quality 
goals.  However,  environmentalists  now 
demand  tougher  air  quality  standards 
even  though  most  of  the  remaining  air 
pollution  is  of  natural  origin  such  as 
plant  pollen  and  wind-blown  dust,  and 
the  proposed  standards  cannot  be 
achieved  and  maintained  in  perpetuity 
A  proposal  by  the  U.S.  Environmen- 
tal Protection  Agency  (EPA)  to  impose 
tougher  air  quality  standards  was  dis- 
cussed in  The  Sugar  Bulletin  of  January 
1997.  The  EPA  has  not  been  able  to  pro- 
duce any  credible  scientific  evidence 
that  the  proposed  tougher  standards 
will  produce  tangible  health  or  eco- 
nomic benefits,  and  evades  answering 
forthrightly  the  many  questions  raised 
by  both  government  and  private  econo- 
mists about  cost.  The  enormous  costs 
associated  with  the  proposed  revisions 
may  actually  cause  adverse  health  im- 
pact by  diverting  scarce  resources  from 
other  urgent  needs  such  as  economic 
development,  health  care,  education 
and  infrastructure. 

As  predicted,  there  has  been  wide- 
spread opposition  to  the  EPA  proposal 


for  tougher  ambient  air  standards  for 
ozone  and  particulate  matter  (PM25). 
The  air  standards  are  supposed  to  be 
science  based,  but  the  community  of  le- 
gitimate scientists  are  among  the  most 
severe  critics  of  the  proposal.  Municipal 
and  state  officials  are  almost  universally 
opposed  because  of  the  prospective  eco- 
nomic impacts.  The  political  conse- 
quences of  revising  the  standards  are 
enormous. 

Leaders  in  Congress  have  warned 
that  if  consensus  could  not  be  reached  in 
EPA's  standards  setting  procedures,  a 
statutory  remedy  would  be  considered. 
As  the  "mid-year"  target  for  standards 
promulgation  neared,  debate  over  the 
proposal  within  the  Executive  Branch 
was  reported  to  have  become  conten- 
tious. However,  the  criticism  merely 
caused  EPA  to  become  all  the  more  in- 
tractable. This  unfortunate  situation 
apparently  forced  President  Clinton  to 
go  public  with  a  decision  in  favor  of 
adequate  air  quality  standards,  or  some- 
thing to  that  effect.  It  seems,  therefore 
that  it  is  now  going  to  be  up  to  Congress 
to  sort  out  the  political  mess,  if  indeed 
that  is  possible. 

Prominent  among  those  opposed  to 
tougher  ambient  standards  are  farmers 
and  agricultural  businesses.  In  an  at- 
tempt to  soften  some  of  this  opposition, 
EPA  Administrator  Carl  Browner  wrote 
to  Agricultural  Secretary  Dan  Glichman 
that  her  agency  "recognized  the  natural 
role  of  fire"  in  agriculture  and  forestry, 


19 


and  will  develop  final  standards  "that 
accommodate  the  role  of  burning"  (Ba- 
ton Rouge  Advocate,  July  4, 1997).  The 
statement  may  appear  to  be  conciliatory 
but  is  really  meaningless  because,  under 
the  Clean  Air  Act,  EPA  establishes  ambi- 
ent air  quality  standards  as  it  wishes,  and 
the  states  must  enforce  any  and  all  mea- 
sures needed  to  achieve  compliance  even 
if  such  compliance  may  not  be  achiev- 
able because  of  natural  conditions.  If  a 
state  cannot  find  enough  other  emission 
sources  to  reduce  in  order  to  achieve 
theoretical  compliance,  then  that  state 
would  be  obliged  to  eliminate  any  agri- 
cultural or  forestry  burning  contributing 
to  the  problem  by  including  such  control 
measures  in  the  State  Implementation 
Plan  (SIP).  The  EPA,  which  must  ap- 
prove the  SIP,  could  merely  say  "we 
didn't  specifically  require  the  state  to  do 
that  they  chose  to  eliminate  agricultural 


burning."  If  a  state  chooses  not  be  sub- 
mit a  SIP  that  demonstrates  prospective 
achievement  of  a  standard,  then  no  more 
permits  for  new  emission  sources  could 
be  issued  in  that  state  because  it  is  un- 
lawful to  make  a  non-  compliance  situ- 
ation worse.  Also,  these  new  SIPs  will 
not  be  due  until  after  the  expiration  of 
the  current  EPA  Administrators  ap- 
pointment, and  future  EPA  Administra- 
tors are  not  bound  by  a  previous  Admin- 
istrators promises. 

The  Louisiana  sugar  cane  industry 
would  be  well  advised  not  to  look  to  the 
EPA  for  any  help  in  solving  any  prob- 
lems attributable  to  agricultural  burning 
practices.  The  industry  needs  to  acquire 
as  soon  as  possible  the  cane  varieties, 
equipment,  and  harvesting  and  process- 
ing techniques  that  will  allow  profitable 
operation  without  resorting  to  burning 
in  the  fields. 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


General  ^m?    Electric 
Authorized  Dealer 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1 203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1-800-256-1269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)447-2696 
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Drink 


Jtm  m 


iV 


w 


Made  with  pure  Louisiana  Cane  Sugar 


and  support 
Louisiana  sugarcane  farmers 
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Wanted:  JD  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 


Selit 


faitl 


l 


Call  (504)  448-3707 
to  place  your  ad  in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 


Mailing  List  Update 

n    Address  change:  Please  attach  the  address  label  from  the  front  cover. 

□    I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  The  Sugar  Bulletin.  Please  remove  my 
name  from  your  mailing  list. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Mail  to:  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

P.  O.  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 
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A  New  Hi-Crop  For 
Sugar  Industry 


^^^H 


WmWMi 


Special  Features: 

30-inch  clearance  (front  to  back) 

HP  145,  4-speed  powershift/32-speed  transmission 

Electronic  controlled  3-point  hitch 

Series  40  Detroit  Diesel  466  cu.  inch 

Most  Powerful  Hi-Crop  Ever  Designed 
For  The  Sugar  Industry 

So  Much  More  For  Your  Money! 


Ma 

AGCO 
ALLIS 

[ AGCO ] 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative 

25265  Hwy.  1 

Plaquemine,  LA 

(504)  687-2050  fax  (504)  687-0684 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

FOR        SALE 

•  1991  Case/lnt'l  7130,  with  front 

•  2  -  V-M  Diesel  Power  Units,  one 

wheel  drive,  PTO,  heavy  duty  steel 

running,  one  for  parts.  Hearne 

bumper  with  box,  3640  hrs.,  still 

Valve,  never  used.  Make  offer. 

under  warranty  -  $46,700;  1972 

Phone  (504)  448-6205  or  (504)  798 

Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  large 

1145  (days  only). 

JD  engine  and  front  wheel  assist 

$9,600;  1974  JD  4020  Loader  with 
attachment  -  $8,300;  Davis  Cane 
Carts  -  2  for  $6,600  and  2  for 
$6,300;  Planter's  Aids,  double  axle 

•  Planter's  Aids,  large  type,  great 
condition.  Call  (31 8)  276-71 38  or 
(318)373-8826.                                           ! 

wagon -$950,  $950,  and  $1,000;  3- 
row  Tiller  with  3  pt.  hitch,  openers, 
and  extra  blades  -  $3,850;  3-row 
Bottom  Plow  with  3  pt.  hitch  and 
gauge  wheels  -  $650;  16'  Flat 

•  Single-row  Broussard  Harvester 

with  CAT  engine;  Broussard  Field 

Loader  with  new  style  piler.  $45,000 
both.  Call  (318)  838-2505  or  (318) 

Chopper  w/cylinder  -  $750;  6'  Case 

346-6174. 

End  Row  Flat  Chopper  (parts 

only)-  $100;  Lilliston  Hoe  -  $250; 

•  IH  1066  Hi-clearance,  cab  and  new 

Sub-soiler  -  $300;  1990  Case/  Int'l 

paint;  IH  1466  with  cab;  Broussard 

5120  Maxum,  3490  hrs.  -  $22,500; 

Cane  Loader  and  Backhoe  new 

3-row  Cultivator  with  3  busting 

engine  and  paint;  2  Drum  Type 

plows  and  6  shields  &  6  clamps 

Cane  Planters;  4  Tandum  Cane 

$2,800.  Call  Randy  Gonsoulin  at 

Dump  Wagons.  Call  Russell  Judice 

(318)365-0014. 

at  (318)  394-4727. 

•  Broussard  Planter's  Aide  8'  wide, 

•  Broussard  Single-row  Harvester, 

hydraulic  push,  complete  with 

good  condition  -  $30,000.  Call 
Andras  Farms,  Inc.  at  (504)  446- 

running  gear,  tires,  field  ready  - 
$5,000.  Call  (31 8)  945-4089  or  (31 8) 

1129. 

879-2698. 

•  1987  S32  2-row  CAMECO  Har- 

• 1993  Single-row  Broussard 
Harvester  available  for  Lease  for 

vester,  good  shape.  Call  Baker  Pltn. 
at  (318)  836-9423. 

Cane  Planting  and  Harvesting 

season.  1969  Drop  Deck  25-ton 

•  Broussard  Hydraulic  Dump  Cart, 

Lo-boy  $3,000.  Call  Robert 

11  ton,  tandum,  field  ready  -                    I 

Lemann  at  (504)  473-9826. 

$18,500.  Call  (504)  673-4583  or 

page  at  (504)  233-0002  (daytime). 
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Commercial  Members 

of  THE 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 


Argent  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Assumption  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  398,  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

Deere  &  Company 

John  Deere  Rd.,  Moline,  IL  61265 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

1340  Poydras  St.,  Suite  2000,  New  Orleans,  LA 

70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

First  National  Bank  of  Lafayette 

P.  O.  Box  90F,  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108,  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 


Mastercraft  Fab,  Inc. 

4970  N.  Bayou  Black  Dr.,  Gibson,  LA  70356 

MetLife 

5353  Essen  Lane,  Suite  333,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Monsanto 

800  N.  Lindbergh  Blvd.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

The  New  Iberia  Bank 

P.O.  Box  11240,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1240 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Rohm  &  Haas 

205  Vivian  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 

A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

703  Fragala,  Rayville,  LA  71269 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Tri-State  Delta  Chemicals 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 
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David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  La. 
Donald  Segura,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Jackie  Theriot,  Breaux  Bridge,  La. 
Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
Carlton  Townsend,  Bunkie,  La. 
William  Vallot,  Abbeville,  La. 
Daniel  P.  Viator,  Youngsville,  La. 
Kirk  Walker,  Welsh,  La. 
Gerald  E.  Wood,  St.  James,  La. 
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ABOUT       THE        COVER. 


Paul  G.  Borron,  III 
King  Sucrose  LVI 

The  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival  and 
Fair  Association  has  announced  that  Paul  G. 
Borron,  III  of  Plaquemine,  La.  will  reign  as 
King  Sucrose  over  its  annual  festival,  to  be 
held  Sept.  25-28  in  New  Iberia. 

Borron  currently  resides  in  Plaquemine. 
He  graduated  from  University  High  School 
in  Baton  Rouge  and  received  his  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  from  LSU  in  1960.  He  received 
his  Juris  Doctor  degree  from  the  LSU  Law 
School  in  1963. 

Since  1965,  Mr.  Borron  has  been  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  in  Plaquemine  with  the 
firm  of  Borron  &  Delahaye.  He  serves  as  sec- 
retary of  the  Harry  L.  Laws  &  Company,  Inc., 
the  corporation  owning  the  Cinclare  Sugar 
Factory  in  West  Baton  Rouge  Parish.  He  also 


serves  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Iberville  Trust  &  Savings  Bank.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber and  past  president  of  the  Plaquemine/ 
Iberville  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Furthering  his  involvement  with  the 
sugar  industry,  in  1980  he  became  General 
Counsel  for  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  succeeding  his  father,  Paul  G. 
Borron,  Jr.,  who  served  in  that  capacity  for 
over  40  years. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Virginia 
Coney  and  is  the  father  of  four  children,  Paul 
G.  Borron,  IV,  Jennifer  Borron  McEachern, 
Dr.  William  W.  Borron,  and  Christopher 
Borron.  He  also  has  two  grandchildren. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  con- 
gratulates Paul  Borron,  III  for  being  selected 
King  Sucrose  LVI. 
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MASTERS  OF  QUAUTY 


Cane  Equipment  Manufacturers  and  Sales 


Don't  be  left 
without  a 
chopped 
cane  trailer 
again.  Get 
your  order 
in  this  year 

before  we're 

booked  up 

for  '98. 


We  Do 

Conversions 

With  Your 

Chain  Trailers 

To  Dump 

Baskets 


Five  Models  To  Choose  From 
Starting  At  $12,000  and  Up 

Let  the  Masters  of  Quality  Build  You 
Much  More  For  Your  Money 


4970  N.  Bayou  Black  Drive  •  Gibson,  LA  70356 
(504)  575-2888 


UP        FRONT        W 


THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Federal  Correspondence 


August  8, 1997  was  the  deadline  date 
for  submitting  comments  to  the 
.U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  on 
the  tariff  rate  quota  trigger.  As  you  may  be 
aware,  last  August,  the  Department  allowed 
for  comments  on  the  administration  of  this 
newly  devised  mechanism  that  would  take 
the  "politics"  out  of,  administration  of  farm 
policy.  The  League,  in  its  comments  of  1996, 
adamantly  opposed  such  a  mechanical  means 
of  managing  farm  policy  by  the  USD  A.  Sub- 
sequently, all  the  points  of  opposition  and 
concerns  that  were  expressed  by  the  League 
in  1996  have  proven  to  be  true,  as  we  again 
commented  this  August,  1997. 

The  technical  document  that  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Department  is  not  included  in 
this  issue  of  the  Bulletin.  Copies  were  sent  to 


the  members  of  the  League's  Board  as  well  as 
the  members  of  the  industry's  National  Leg- 
islative Committee.  If  you  should  wish  a 
copy  of  the  technical  comments  (20  pages) 
please  contact  the  office  and  we  will  be  happy 
to  send  a  copy  to  you.  The  letter  to  Secretary 
Glickman  expresses  the  industry's  feelings, 
as  it  regards  the  TRQ  trigger  mechanism 
and  the  industry  has  communicated  this 
expression  to  our  entire  congressional  del- 
egation. Other  sugar  producing  areas  have 
likewise  responded  and  have  informed  their 
congressional  delegations  of  their  unhappi- 
ness  and  frustration  with  sugar  policy  being 
administered  as  it  is  presently. 

The  following  letter  was  sent  to  Secre- 
tary Glickman  and  the  Congressional  del- 
egation. 


The  Honorable  Dan  Glickman 

Secretary  of  Agriculture 

200-A  Administration  Building 

14th  Street  &  Independence  Avenue,  S.W. 

U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

Washington,  D.C.  20250 

Dear  Secretary  Glickman: 


I  write  this  letter  on  behalf  of  the  over  800  growers  of  sugarcane  and  the  18  raw 
processors  in  the  state  of  Louisiana.  I  would  first  like  to  begin  by  expressing  my 
gratitude  to  you  for  allowing  our  industry  to  comment  again  this  year  on  your  tariff- 
rate  quota  " trigger  mechanism/7 

As  expressed  to  you  last  year  in  the  League's  comment  letter  of  August,  1996, 
the  Louisiana  raw  sugar  industry  is  adamantly  opposed  to  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture's  proposal  to  continue  the  TRQ  trigger  system. 

The  concerns  that  were  expressed  to  the  Department  last  year  have  been  borne 


out  by  actual  experience  since  that  time,  under  this  system.  Raw  sugar  prices  are 
down  and  retail  prices  of  sugar  containing  products  are  up.  In  fact,  reduced  raw 
sugar  prices  under  the  "trigger"  have  cost  the  Louisiana  industry  $21-22  million 
in  fiscal  year  1996-97.  With  the  reforms  that  were  made  in  the  Fair  Act  of  1996,  sugar 
producers  can  hardly  afford  any  further  price  depressing  decision  making  by  the 
Department. 

In  the  past  year  the  Department  has  attempted  to  administer  agricultural  pro- 
grams with  a  "hands  off/'  rather  than  a  "hands  on,"  approach.  As  a  student  of 
agricultural  policy,  you  are  well  aware  of  the  Department's  experience  of  similar 
triggers  such  as  the  Farmer-Owned  Grain  Reserve  (FOR).  These  trigger  mechanisms 
have  simply  not  worked,  and  as  a  result  of  their  failure,  the  Congress  chose  to  dis- 
continue those  that  were  still  in  existence  in  the  1996  Fair  Act. 

Mr.  Secretary,  we  realize  that  you  have  many  issues  to  deal  with  on  a  daily  ba- 
sis and  your  attempt  to  take  at  least  one  continuing  controversy  off  of  your  "politi- 
cal plate"  is  quite  understandable.  It  explains  your  desire  to  implement  a  trigger 
system.  We  understand  your  attempt  to  provide  transparency  and  the  inclination 
to  insulate  this  decision  making  from  the  political  process.  The  results,  however, 
indicate  that  it  has  failed,  and  it  has  failed  miserably.  It  has  particularly  been  evident 
from  the  view  point  of  the  cane  sector.  Thus  far,  whenever  a  tranche  is  announced 
in  any  given  quarter  of  the  year,  the  No.  14  contract  price  spirals  down.  There  has 
been  an  over  supply  of  sugar  and  the  tranche  system  hasn't  worked.  On  a  thin 
margin  crop  like  sugarcane,  a  one  cent  drop  in  the  price  is  catastrophic.  If  Louisiana's 
crop  for  1997-98  were  to  be  the  same  as  last  year's  crop,  and  the  trigger  mechanism 
stays  in  place,  no  matter  what  the  trigger,  we  in  Louisiana  anticipate  a  loss  of  rev- 
enues that  could  easily  exceed  $30  million. 

Mr.  Secretary,  this  experiment  has  occurred  at  the  worst  possible  time  for  sugar 
farmers.  Refiners  are  moving  to  "just  in  time"  delivery (s)  schedules,  thereby  forc- 
ing growers  and  processors  to  incur  additional  costs  related  to  storage  of  the  sugar. 
Additionally,  refiners  are  discounting  the  raw  prices  to  Louisiana  growers  to  allow 
for  stevedoring  costs  and  other  factors.  The  liberal  shipping  pattern  policy  allowed 
1.52  million  tons  of  raw  sugar  (TRQ)  to  enter  the  United  States  from  October  to 
March,  two-thirds  of  the  quota  allocated.  This  single  handedly  weakens  the  No.  14 
raw  cane  sugar  prices  during  the  first  half  of  the  fiscal  year  when  cane  sugar  pro- 
ducers are  harvesting  their  crops. 

The  Louisiana  sugar  industry  cannot  live  with  another  year  of  this  experiment. 
We  urge  USDA,  and  you,  to  return  to  a  more  traditional  "hands  on"  approach  to 
managing  the  sugar  program.  We  feel  strongly  that  the  Sweetener  Analysis  Group 
should  be  the  prime  administrator  of  sugar  policy  and  not  the  Foreign  Agriculture 
Service,  or  any  other  group  within  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  The  TRQ  is  but 
one  element  of  the  sugar  program  and  we  believe  it  skews  program  decisions  when 
and  if  that  portion  of  the  program  becomes  the  controlling  factor. 

In  closing,  we  urge  you  to  suspend  the  TRQ  trigger  which  has  failed  to  achieve 
your  desired  goal.  It  has  not  worked!  It  has  cost  our  people  money  (much  money) 
and  has  not  saved  the  taxpayers  one,  single  copper  cent.  We  cannot  stand  another 
year  of  financial  slippage.  We  have  enclosed  comments,  not  only  of  what  we  con- 
sider wrong  with  the  program,  but  what  we  feel  should  be  done,  now.  I  hope  that 


you  will  not  revert  back  to  the  trigger.  However,  if  it  is  in  your  mind  and  your  will 
that  you  are  to  have  a  mechanical  trigger,  then  we  ask  for  a  one  year  suspension 
during  which  time  you  redirect  your  Ag  Economists  to  analyze  the  complete  sugar 
industry,  including  all  current  information  and  recent  trends,  including  stocking  (in- 
ventory) strategies,  purchasing,  marketing,  and  shipping.  A  complete  up-to-date, 
reliable  econometric  model  with  the  most  recent  data  is  the  only  model  that  can  be 
used;  and,  it  would  take  at  least  a  year  to  assimilate  that  information  and  work  with 
industry  people  to  determine,  if,  in  fact,  it  can  work.  We  welcome  an  opportunity 
to  work  with  you  and  the  people  of  the  Department  to  develop  a  viable  alternative 
to  the  " automatic  pilot"  method  of  decision  making  on  a  matter  so  crucial  to  the 
livelihood  of  so  many  in  Louisiana.  I  am  attaching  for  your  information  a  copy  of 
the  comments  that  are  also  being  sent  in  accordance  with  USDA  release  no.  0222.97 
of  July  9, 1997  to  the  designated  staff  of  the  Department. 

Again  thank  you  for  your  attention  to  this  matter  and  I  hope  that  you  will  please 
take  seriously  our  comments. 

Sincerely, 

Charles  J.  Melancon 
President  and 
General  Manager 


FOR  SALE 

95.6  Acres  of  Farm  Land 

Located  on  Hwy.  1010 

Brule  Labadieville 

Call 
(504)  927-7741 


Long  Pest 
Management,  Inc. 

Insect,  Weed  &  Disease  Management 

Soil  Testing  &  Fertilizer  Management 

Crop  Management  Services 

Henry  Long,  Ph.D.,  Senior  Consultant 
Dan  Long,  Assistant  Consultant 

Judy  Price,  Technician 
J.  Pontif  &  Randy  Richard,  Scouts 

P.  0.  Box  1193, 720  Hwy.  308,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  446-3520  (office)  (504)  449-61 70  (mobile) 


Wanted:  p  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 


r 


Thinking  about  replacing 

Farm  Equipment? 

Let  us  help! 

ArgentBank  has  developed  a  special  loan  program  to 
provide  sugarcane  farmers  of  Lafourche,  Assumption, 
and  Terrebonne  Parishes  with  the  opportunity  to 
purchase  new  farm  equipment  at  a  highly  competitive 
interest  rate. 

ArgentBank  can  finance  up  to  95%  of  the  invoice  at 
interest   rates  ranging  from  8.50%  to  950%,  depending 
on  the  negotiated  terms  of  the  loan  and  the  credit 
qualifications  of  the  farmer. 

For  more  information,  call  one  of  our  experienced 
commercial  lenders: 

Donald  Acosta 

Assumption  Parish 
369-7859 

Dan  Landry 

Assumption  Parish 
369-1205 

Robert  Naquin 

Lafourche  Parish 

447-0556 


Argent 


Tommy  Bourque 

Terrebonne  Parish 

873-3704 


Bank 


£i 
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WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


Congress  Defeats  Miller-Schumer  Amendment 


The  House  voted  253-175  to  defeat 
an  amendment  by  Reps.  Dan 
Miller  (R-FL)  and  Charles 
Schumer  (D-NY)  to  eliminate  non-re- 
course loans  for  sugar  farmers,  during 
consideration  of  the  Fiscal  Year  1998 
Agriculture  Appropriations  bill.  Last 
year,  an  amendment  by  Reps.  Miller  and 
Schumer  to  terminate  the  price  support 
and  production  adjustment  programs 
for  sugar  failed  by  a  much  narrower, 
217-208  vote.  The  vote  came  after  ran- 
corous debate  between  supporters  of  the 
sugar  program,  led  by  Reps.  Billy  Tauzin 
(R-LA),  Chris  John  (D-LA),  Tom  Ewing 
(R-IL),  Mark  Foley  (R-FL),  Marcy  Kaptur 
(D-OH),  and  House  Agriculture  Chair- 
man Bob  Smith  (R-OR),  and  its  oppo- 
nents. 

Action  on  the  Agricultural  Appro- 
priations bill  was  delayed  for  several 
days  as  several  House  Democrats 
blocked  floor  debate  through  proce- 
dural tactics,  in  protest  over  provisions 
of  the  Foreign  Operations  Appropria- 
tions bill  that  had  been  inserted  during 
committee  mark  up.  Nevertheless,  after 
passing  a  rule  to  force  action,  the  House 
approved  a  spending  bill  to  provide 
$49.6  billion  for  agriculture  and  nutri- 
tion programs.  Lawmakers  also  rejected 
efforts  to  reduce  price  supports  for  pea- 
nuts, by  a  vote  of  242-185,  and  to  termi- 
nate the  federal  crop  insurance  program 
for  tobacco,  by  a  vote  of  216-209. 

The  Senate  also  approved  its  agricul- 
ture spending  bill,  providing  $50.7  bil- 
lion for  agriculture,  conservation,  rural 


development,  and  nutrition  programs. 
No  amendments  regarding  sugar  were 
considered.  However,  an  amendment  to 
end  the  crop  insurance  program  for  to- 
bacco was  defeated  53-47.  Both  spend- 
ing measures  included  $600,000  funding 
for  sugar  cane  research  at  the  ARS  center 
in  Houma,  Louisiana.  The  bills  now 
await  conference  consideration,  to  rec- 
oncile differences,  before  heading  to  the 
White  House  for  President  Clinton's  sig- 
nature. 

Clinton  Uses  Line  Item  Veto  Against 
Agriculture  Tax  Break 

President  Clinton  pulled  out  his  pen 
and  utilized  the  line  item  veto  for  the 
first  time  in  history  against  three  items 
included  in  the  balanced  budget  and  tax 
bills.  One  of  the  three  provisions  struck 
would  have  allowed  persons  who  sell 
stock  or  property  to  farmers'  coopera- 
tives to  defer  taxes  incurred  from  the 
transaction,  similar  to  the  tax  structure 
for  transactions  involving  employee 
stock  ownership  plans  or  worker- 
owned  cooperatives.  Critics  of  the  provi- 
sion had  argued  that  the  tax  break 
would  have  primarily  benefited  one 
particular  individual,  Harold  Simmons, 
who  sold  four  sugar  beet  plants  and  sev- 
eral storage  facilities  to  a  Utah  sugar 
beet  cooperative,  Amalgamated  Sugar. 
In  rejecting  the  provision,  Clinton 
pointed  out  his  support  for  family  farm- 
ers and  agricultural  cooperatives,  but 
felt  the  current  language  was  simply  too 
vague  and  vulnerable  to  abuse. 


Clinton  also  vetoed  two  provisions 
allowing  financial  service  companies  to 
defer  taxes  from  overseas  income  and 
exempting  the  state  of  New  York  from  a 
federal  ruling  that  would  have  lowered 
its  share  of  Medicare  payments  from  the 
federal  government.  The  White  House 
estimated  that  the  vetoed  tax  breaks 
would  have  cost  approximately  $615 
million.  Clinton  remarked  that  his  ac- 
tions showed  that  "Washington  rules 
have  changed  for  good."  However,  Re- 
publican leaders  immediately  criticized 
the  President  for  striking  portions  of  the 
balanced  budget  agreement  only  days 
after  the  two  sides  reached  its  historic 
agreement  to  close  the  budget  deficit. 

ASA  Symposium  Kicks  Off  in 
Montana 

The  American  Sugar  Alliance  spon- 
sored the  14th  Annual  International 
Sweetener  Symposium  recently  in  Big 
Sky,  and  enjoyed  one  of  its  highest  atten- 
dance rates  in  years.  Industry  members 
were  fortunate  to  have  the  opportunity 
to  listen  to  several  distinguished  law- 
makers and  administration  officials  dis- 
cuss the  major  issues  facing  the  sugar 
program. 

Sen.  Conrad  Burns  (R-MT)  empha- 
sized the  importance  of  ensuring  that 
farmers  get  a  fair  return  for  their  labor. 
Reps.  Tom  Ewing  (R-IL)  and  Charles 
Stenholm  (D-TX)  analyzed  the  political 
issues  surrounding  sugar  policy  in 
Washington.  Representative  David 
Bonior  (D-MI)  examined  the  labor  and 
environmental  impact  of  NAFTA. 
Deputy  United  States  Trade  Representa- 
tive Jeff  Lang  discussed  the  future  inter- 
national trade,  while  USDA  officials  Dr. 
Robert  Barry  and  Stephen  Hammond 
talked  about  the  various  economic  is- 
sues involved  in  the  administration  of 
the  sugar  program.  In  addition,  several 
members  of  the  industry  joined  panels 


with  economic  and  political  experts  to 
debate  the  current  state  of  affairs. 

Next  year  the  Symposium  will  be 
held  in  Sun  Valley,  Idaho. 

Clinton  Again  Delays  Enactment  of 
Helms-Burton 

For  the  third  time  in  12  months, 
President  Clinton  has  suspended  Title  III 
of  the  Helms-Burton  Act.  Each  suspen- 
sion has  delayed  for  six  months  the  ef- 
fective starting  date  for  the  provision  of 
the  legislation  which  will  allow  U.S.  citi- 
zens to  sue  foreign  companies  that  trans- 
act in  property  confiscated  by  the  Cuban 
government.  Many  of  the  United  States' 
most  important  allies,  including  Canada 
and  the  European  Union,  have  hotly 
contested  the  legislation,  and  have  re- 
peatedly threatened  to  challenge  the  law 
in  front  of  a  World  Trade  Organization 
panel.  Only  recently,  the  Clinton  Admin- 
istration secured  a  tenuous  truce  with 
the  European  Union  over  the  issue.  As 
before,  Clinton's  waiver  is  seen  as  an 
attempt  to  buy  more  time  to  continue 
crafting  a  delicate  compromise  between 
the  United  States  and  her  allies  over  the 
dueling  issues  of  democratic  reform  and 
business  investment  in  Cuba. 

Greenwood  Joins  House  Leadership 

House  Speaker  Newt  Gingrich  (R- 
GA)  has  asked  Rep.  Jim  Greenwood  (R- 
PA)  to  supervise  long-range  planning 
for  the  House  majority.  Rep.  Greenwood 
assumes  responsibility  for  an  area  once 
coordinated  by  Rep.  Bill  Paxon  (R-NY) 
who  resigned  from  the  House  leader- 
ship after  questions  arose  over  his  role  in 
the  alleged  attempt  to  topple  Speaker 
Gingrich.  Seen  as  a  moderate  by  most, 
Rep.  Greenwood  helps  complete  a  par- 
tial restructuring  of  the  House  leader- 
ship, and  strengthens  the  voice  of  mod- 
erates in  determining  the  policy  plat- 
form for  House  Republicans. 


A  New  Hi-Crop  For 
Sugar  Industry 
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Special  Features: 

30-inch  clearance  (front  to  back) 

HP  145,  4-speed  powershift/32-speed  transmission 
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by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Focus  On  Variety  Development  -  Crop  Report  - 
Polado  and  Harvest  Recommendations  -  Dr.  Freddie  Martin 


The  variety  development  program 
that  is  conducted  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry 
is  a  joint  effort  of  the  LSU  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station,  the  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League.  This  program  has  a 
long  history  and  involves  not  only  facili- 
ties in  Baton  Rouge  (St.  Gabriel  farm) 
and  Houma  (Ardoyne  Farm),  but  also 
the  experiment  stations  in  New  Iberia 
(LSU)  and  Canal  Point,  Florida  (USDA), 
along  with  the  numerous  farm  sites  pro- 
vided by  many  cooperators.  Despite  the 
criticism  from  some  growers  who  are 
never  satisfied  with  the  varieties  they 
have,  this  program  has  provided  variet- 
ies which  have  allowed  this  industry  to 
progress  over  the  years.  But,  growers 
should  never  become  satisfied  with  va- 
rieties. As  time  passes,  higher  yields 
and /or  lower  inputs  are  a  necessity  if 
the  industry  is  to  remain  efficient,  de- 
spite stable  prices.  This  means  that  the 
crossing  and  selection  efforts  must  con- 
tinue to  move  forward  if  better  varieties 
are  to  be  released. 

Because  of  the  importance  of  varietal 
selection,  it  has  often  been  said  that  va- 
rieties are  the  "lifeblood  of  this  indus- 
try" This  phrase  has  been  used  time  and 
time  again,  in  speeches,  papers  and  just 
about  anywhere  industry  personnel 
have  prioritized  the  factors  that  make 
this  industry.  Variety  development  has 
always  been  the  number  one  priority 
with  League  personnel  since  the 
League's  inception  in  1922  and  contin- 


ues to  be  number  one  today.  In  fact,  in- 
dustry leaders  agree  that  the  focus  on 
variety  development  by  the  three  coop- 
erating agencies  should  be  even  sharper 
than  it  currently  is.  This  industry  cannot 
afford  to  have  anything  less  than  a  100%, 
full-time,  undivided,  and  sharply  fo- 
cused effort  toward  breeding.  All  agen- 
cies have  been  monetarily  forced  to  op- 
erate on  skeleton  staffs.  Fewer  scientists, 
fewer  support  personnel  and  often  times 
fewer  dollars  are  the  norm  rather  than 
the  exception.  As  a  result,  the  industry's 
breeding  strategy  should  constantly  be 
evaluated  to  be  sure  that  the  focus  is  as 
sharp  as  possible  toward  varietal  selec- 
tion with  the  available  resources. 

The  two  graphs  accompanying  this 
article  indicate  just  how  much  progress 
has  been  made  in  released  varieties.  Fig- 
ure 1  shows  the  plant  cane,  first  stubble, 
and  second  stubble  yields  of  sugar  per 
acre  of  several  of  the  recommended  va- 
rieties. The  information  is  an  average  of 
five  years  of  outfield  data  for  each  crop. 
It  is  obvious  from  the  graph  that  LCP85- 
384  is  superior  to  all  other  varieties  in  all 
crops.  It  is  at  least  15%  better  than 
HoCP85-845  which  is  also  5-15%  better 
than  the  older  varieties.  In  addition  to  its 
good  yields,  the  graph  shows  that 
LCP85-384  has  the  best  stubbling  ability 
of  any  of  the  varieties.  Figure  2  shows 
the  total  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  over  an 
average  crop  cycle  of  plant  cane,  and 
two  stubble  crops.  The  same  five  years 
of  results  were  averaged  for  Figure  2  as 
in  Figure  1.  In  this  second  graph,  it  be- 
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comes  even  more  obvious  how  impor- 
tant this  variety  is  and  will  be  to  this 
industry.  Its  yields  make  it  the  most  de- 
sired variety  since  CP65-357  and  CP70- 
321  were  released.  However,  LCP85-384 
is  not  without  its  faults  and  growers 
should  not  disregard  them. 

Instead,  growers  should  try  to  con- 
trol and  minimize  the  harvestability  and 
borer  susceptibility  concerns  of  this  va- 
riety. This  should  allow  growers  to  in- 
crease their  overall  farm  yields.  How- 
ever, as  more  and  more  pressure  is  put 
on  this  variety,  other  faults  will  certainly 
show  up,  and  more  than  likely  its  yields 
will  decrease  with  age.  This  is  why 
growers  should  try  to  make  as  much 
from  this  variety  as  soon  as  they  can;  in 
other  words,  its  a  good  horse,  so  ride  it 
as  hard  and  as  fast  as  you  can. 

The  concern  by  many  of  those  in- 
volved in  breeding  is  that  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  another  variety  similar  in 
yield  to  LCP85-384  anytime  in  the  near 
future.  It  will  probably  be  at  least  eight 
years  before  a  variety  close  to  the  yield 
potential  of  LCP85-384  can  have  an  eco- 
nomic impact  in  the  industry.  This 
should  give  every  member  of  this  indus- 
try at  least  two  immediate  thoughts. 
One  is  that  we  better  take  care  of  LCP85- 
384  and  use  the  cleanest  possible  seed 
cane  for  planting  purposes.  The  second 
thought  is  that  the  industry  may  need  to 
sharpen  its  focus  on  variety  selection 
work.  There  are  ways  to  maintain  clean 
seed  and  these  have  been  outlined  nu- 
merous times  by  different  scientists. 
They  cannot  operate  a  clean  seed  pro- 
gram for  you;  it  is  up  to  each  individual 
farmer  to  protect  his  own  seed  supply. 
The  variety  development  program  is 
under  constant  review.  This  fall,  a  coun- 
try wide  breeding  workshop  will  be 
held  which  should  help  to  sharpen  the 
focus  on  traditional  breeding  methods 
and  work  toward  integrating  molecular 


techniques  into  the  conventional 
germplasm  enhancement  program.  In- 
dustry members  should  also  realize  that 
the  variety  selection  program,  con- 
ducted cooperatively  by  the  three  agen- 
cies, provides  new  varieties  at  a  real 
bargain.  Because  of  the  excellent  coop- 
eration between  the  three  agencies,  the 
goal  of  eliminating  unnecessary  dupli- 
cation, the  assistance  of  many  industry 
personnel,  and  the  quality  of  the  scien- 
tists involved,  new  varieties  can  be  pro- 
duced at  reasonable  costs  to  the  indus- 
try. 

All  of  the  researchers  working  in 
variety  development  should  realize  how 
important  it  is  to  constantly  upgrade  the 
breeding  program  and  release  more  va- 
rieties with  the  yield  potential  of  LCP85- 
384.  Strategies  should  constantly  be  re- 
viewed to  insure  that  the  sharpest  focus 
is  being  given  to  the  program  to  release 
the  best  possible  varieties  to  the  indus- 
try. 

Crop  Report 

As  this  article  is  being  written  on 
August  15,  some  parts  of  the  cane  belt 
are  very  dry  while  others  are  extremely 
wet.  Record  rainfall  has  continued 
throughout  parts  of  the  belt  which  has 
slowed  down  seed  bed  preparation  for 
many  growers.  Some  areas  have  only  a 
small  acreage  with  rows  drawn  at  this 
time.  Other  areas,  primarily  along 
Bayou  Teche,  are  very  dry  and  have  al- 
ready made  good  progress  in  planting 
the  crop.  Overall,  this  is  probably  the 
smallest  planting  in  quite  some  time  and 
it  is  still  felt  that  the  crop  can  easily  be 
planted  in  the  time  remaining  if  better 
weather  arrives. 

The  plant  cane  crop  continues  to  look 
very  good  throughout  the  belt,  despite 
the  cloudy  days  and  excessive  rainfall. 
Stubble  crops  also  look  good,  but  have 
certainly  not  grown  as  well  as  hoped.  It 
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would  appear  that  per  acre  yields  will 
not  be  as  good  as  last  year  at  this  time, 
although  if  the  crop  grows  abnormally 
well  like  it  did  last  year,  there  is  a  chance 
the  industry  could  again  make  record 
per  acre  yields.  However,  this  is  the  larg- 
est acreage  ever  grown  in  the  state,  esti- 
mated to  be  400,000  acres,  and  will  cer- 
tainly be  the  largest  acreage  ever  har- 
vested for  sugar.  Mill  estimates  of  ton- 
nage to  be  ground  total  12,055,000  gross 
tons,  some  15%  more  than  last  year's 
production.  With  average  recovery 
rates,  1.2  million  tons  of  sugar  could  be 
produced.  This  year  should  result  in 
new  production  records  for  tons  of  cane 
ground  and  tons  of  sugar  produced  in 
the  state. 

Polado  and  Harvest 
Recommendations 

The  time  for  Polado  application  is 
here.  With  most  mills  starting  the  last 
week  in  September  or  the  first  week  in 
October,  Polado  applications  come  ear- 
lier than  ever.  The  recommendations  for 
Polado  usage  have  changed  somewhat. 
Of  significance  is  that  the  current  recom- 
mendations call  for  a  reduced  rate  of 
Polado  and  a  shortened  time  interval 
between  application  and  harvest  for 
LCP85-384.  This  is  largely  due  to  the 
concerns  about  regrowth  in  the  follow- 
ing year  with  higher  rates  or  when 
Polado  inadvertently  stays  on  too  long. 
This  reduced  rate  should  also  help  keep 
the  tops  from  drying  out  too  much  in 
this  variety  which  may  help  reduce  ex- 
cessive burns  and  perhaps  top  damage 
to  LCP85-384.  There  is  some  concern 
about  the  quality  of  the  tops  when  they 
are  burned  in  a  very  hot  fire.  With  either 
type  of  harvest  system,  there  will  be 
more  tops  of  LCP85-384  being  delivered 
to  the  factory  because  it  will  be  lodged  in 
many  fields.  Remember  to  always  fol- 
low chemical  labels  and  the  recommen- 


dations that  are  made  available  to  you 
from  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Exten- 
sion Service. 

The  recommendations  for  harvest- 
ing are  also  available  from  your  county 
agent's  office  and,  as  usual,  follow  a 
maturity  schedule  for  stubble  crops  and 
more  of  a  cold  tolerance  schedule  for 
plant  cane.  These  recommendations 
should  be  used  by  each  grower  to  adopt 
their  own  schedule  based  upon  the  spe- 
cific farm  conditions.  It  is  important  that 
growers  adopt  a  schedule  and  attempt 
to  harvest  every  acre  at  its  maximum 
yield  potential.  Sometimes  the  small  dif- 
ferences are  those  that  can  make  the  dis- 
tinction between  profit  and  loss.  In  order 
to  be  truly  efficient,  growers  should 
know  all  they  can  about  each  variety 
and  attempt  to  capture  as  much  sugar 
per  acre  as  possible  from  every  field  on 
the  farm. 

Dr.  Freddie  Martin 

Congratulations  to  Dr.  Freddie  Mar- 
tin of  the  LSU  Ag  Experiment  Station 
who  has  been  appointed  as  head  of  the 
Department  of  Agronomy.  Dr.  Martin, 
from  Raceland,  Louisiana,  previously 
served  as  head  of  the  Sugar  Station  and 
was  responsible  for  the  sugarcane  breed- 
ing efforts  at  LSU  as  well  as  the 
Audubon  Sugar  Institute.  Freddie  re- 
ceived his  bachelor's  degree  in  agricul- 
ture from  Nicholls  State  University  and 
his  master's  and  doctoral  degree  from 
Cornell  University.  Dr.  Martin  has 
served  the  sugar  industry  well  as  head 
of  both  the  agriculture  and  processing 
research  programs.  The  Experiment  Sta- 
tion is  currently  working  to  replace  Dr. 
Martin  with  personnel  in  agriculture 
and  in  processing. 

The  League  wishes  Dr.  Martin  the 
very  best  as  he  moves  forward  to  under- 
take his  new  duties  with  the  Agronomy 
Department  at  LSU. 
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Figure  1:  Sugar  per  acre  yields  from  5  cycles  of  outfield  data 
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•  Model  8560  New  Holland  Gemini  Tractors 
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Important  EPA  Policy  Expected 


The  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  (EPA)  is  expected  to  re- 
lease an  environmental  justice 
policy  in  the  next  few  months.  The  EPA 
has  also  been  deeply  involved  in  such  a 
case  in  Louisiana. 

The  Tulane  Environmental  Law 
Clinic  and  a  group  of  environmentalists 
have  filed  an  environmental  justice  com- 
plaint under  the  Title  VI  1964  Civil 
Rights  Act.  The  groups  allege  that  a 
polyvinyl  chloride  plant  proposing  a  site 
in  a  rural  part  of  St.  James  along  the 
Mississippi  River  would  be  in  violation 
of  Title  VI.  The  environmentalist  use  the 
argument  of  "environmental  racism" 
because  the  plant  would  locate  in  the 
general  area  of  minority  neighborhoods. 
Conversely,  some  business  groups, 
some  citizen  groups,  and  several  elected 
officials  have  joined  in  defending  the 
proposed  plant  site.  First  of  all,  many 
companies  come  to  Louisiana  because  of 
the  state's  natural  resources,  including 
the  Mississippi  River.  Secondly,  bringing 
business  and  jobs  to  Louisiana  is  not  a 
bad  thing. 

The  EPA  has  formed  a  task  force  to 
formulate  the  agency's  policy  regarding 
environmental  justice  complaints.  This 


will  set  standards  for  plants  proposing 
to  locate  in  proximity  to  minority  com- 
munities. One  can  only  assume  that  the 
task  force  will  use  the  above  mentioned 
case  and  several  other  cases  filed  under 
Title  VI  as  tools  in  the  policy  develop- 
ment process.  The  policy  could  have  a 
dramatic  affect  on  Louisiana.  Not  only 
will  if  affect  the  permitting  and  re-per- 
mitting process,  but  it  will  also  affect  the 
number  of  jobs  and  the  economic  devel- 
opment of  the  state. 

Other  news 

Former  state  Rep.  Garey  Forster  of 
New  Orleans  assumed  his  new  position 
as  State  Labor  Secretary  on  August  11. 

Forster,  first  elected  in  1982  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  has  been  a 
tremendous  voice  for  business  in  Louisi- 
ana. 

He  has  gained  extensive  knowledge 
in  workers'  compensation,  unemploy- 
ment compensation,  and  job  training 
issues  throughout  his  tenure.  He  is  also 
responsible  for  the  recent  overhaul  of 
Louisiana's  worker  training  efforts. 

We  are  sure  he  will  continue  to  do  a 
super  job  at  his  new  post  and  we  wish 
him  well. 
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Our  fluids 
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Satellite  Plant 

Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 
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Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 
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Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $8.48 

plus  $  0.64  tax  (7.5%),  and  $2.88  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $12.00. 
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James  F.  Coerver.  P.E. 
G.E.C.  Inc. 


Water  Quality  Alert 


Indications  are  that  there  could  be  se- 
rious water  pollution  control  prob- 
lems in  the  cane  sugar  industry  of 
Louisiana  during  the  upcoming  grind- 
ing season.  There  is  already  plenty  of 
other  problems  to  worry  about,  but  wa- 
ter pollution  should  not  be  slighted  or 
ignored. 

There  are  several  reasons  for  the 
gloomy  forecast.  Last  year's  large  crop 
strained  water  pollution  control  capac- 
ity at  some  mills,  and  there  were  water 
quality  problems  (fish  kills)  last  winter 
that  sugar  mill  operations  are  suspected 
of  at  least  having  contributed  to.  With 
many  mills  expecting  to  process  an  even 
larger  amount  of  cane  this  year,  there 
will  be  more  wastewater  to  handle,  and 
the  specific  causes  of  last  years  problems 
have  apparently  not  been  identified 
and /or  eliminated. 

Actions  and  statements  by  Louisiana 
Department  of  Environmental  Quality 
(LDEQ)  indicate  that  the  recent  delega- 
tion of  Federal  NPDES  permit  authority 
mandates  that  NPDES  permit  discharge 
limits  and  monitoring  and  reporting  re- 
quirements be  enforced  to  the  letter  and 
number,  and  that  relief  from  emergency 
situations  via  an  " emergency  discharge 
permit"  is  no  longer  an  available  rem- 
edy. An  overload  situation  causing  a 
storage  pond  overflow-discharge  or  any 
unusual  discharge,  not  specifically  au- 
thorized by  NPDES  permit,  could  in- 
volve a  severe  penalty.  With  fish  kills 


reported  last  winter  in  the  area,  closer 
scrutiny  by  State  and  possibly  Federal 
investigators  can  be  expected. 

The  Baton  Rouge  Sunday  Advocate 
of  August  17,  1997,  reports  on  the  "El 
Nino"  now  developing  in  the  tropical 
Pacific  Ocean,  which  is  expected  to 
cause  heavier  than  normal  rainfall  in 
South  Louisiana  this  winter.  Although  a 
normal  (hopefully  dry)  early  fall  seems 
probable,  a  very  strong  "El  Nino"  might 
bring  the  heavy  winter  rains  early,  per- 
haps overloading  sugar  mill  water  pol- 
lution control  capacity  or  eroding  and/ 
or  overtopping  containment  structures. 

There  is  already  a  number  of  ques- 
tions about  the  effect  of  the  expected 
increase  in  the  amount  of  combine  har- 
vested cane  to  be  handled  on  water  pol- 
lution control  systems.  If  the  latter  part 
of  harvest  season  is  very  rainy,  the  qual- 
ity of  cane  delivered  to  mills  will  be 
lower  and  the  effect  on  water  pollution 
more  adverse. 

With  grinding  at  most  mills  sched- 
uled to  begin  about  the  time  this  edition 
of  Sugar  Bulletin  is  delivered,  there  will 
not  be  enough  time  to  make  major  capi- 
tal improvements  to  handle  the  1997 
crop.  However,  there  are  a  number  of 
things  that  can  be  done  during  the  hope- 
fully dry  early  fall  to  help  the  situation. 
These  measures  include: 
•  Inspect  for  and  repair  all  damage  to 
levees  and  other  structures  (erosion,  ro- 
dent burrows,  uneven  settling,  etc.) 
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•  Ascertain  that  back-up  equipment, 
especially  for  pumps,  is  available  in 
case  of  failures. 

•  Release  as  much  stabilized  wastewa- 
ter from  storage  impoundments  as  au- 
thorized by  NPDES  permit  in  order  to 
have  as  much  reserve  storage  capacity 
as  feasible. 

•  Make  sure  that  operators  responsible 
for  water  quality  facilities  are  properly 
trained  and  motivated. 

•  Review  and  adjust  operating  proce- 
dures to  conserve  water,  generating  as 
little  wastewater  as  feasible. 

There  is  still  a  lot  to  be  learned  about 
changing  operating  conditions  in  the 
industry. 

Hopefully  everyone  will  be  alert 
and  observant,  and  will  share  with  oth- 
ers what  is  learned  by  experience  in 
handling  what  is  expected  to  be  a  diffi- 
cult season. 


Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about. .  .financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve 
land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 

provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 


Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Port  Allen 
(504)  344-2691 


si 


^rOUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

Q^-^ WORKERS'  COMPENSATION  SELF  INSURERS  FUND 

COMPETITIVE  WORKER'S  COMP  COVERAGE 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Cane! 

Call  (800)  349-3440  for  a  quote 


Sell  R 


jaiii 
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Call  (504)  448-3707 
to  place  your  a<*  in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 
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Evaluating  Sugarcane 
Harvester  Investment 


Decisions 


By  Mike  Salassi 
and  Lonnie  Champagne 

Department  of  Agricultural 
Economics  and  Agribusiness 

Louisiana  State  University 
Agricultural  Center 

The  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry 
is  currently  experiencing  tremen- 
dous and  rapid  change.  High 
yields  achieved  by  the  variety  LCP  85- 
384  as  well  as  the  ability  to  deliver  more 
of  the  cane  in  the  field  to  the  mill 
through  the  use  of  combine  harvesting  is 
causing  many  growers  to  seriously  re- 
consider their  variety  selection  and  har- 
vesting equipment  investment  deci- 
sions. The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to 
present  data  on  estimated  soldier  and 
combine  harvesting  costs  and  returns 
under  alternative  tonnage  levels  and 
harvesting  conditions  and  to  provide 
information  about  a  computer  program, 
available  from  the  LSU  Agricultural 
Center,  which  can  help  growers  evaluate 
sugarcane  harvesting  equipment  invest- 
ment decisions  for  their  particular  farm. 


In  1995,  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  conducted  field  tests  to  compare 
the  harvesting  performance  of  combine 
harvesters  to  that  of  soldier  harvesters 
under  a  variety  of  harvesting  conditions. 
Results  from  two  of  those  tests  along 
with  estimated  harvesting  costs  and  re- 
turns are  presented  here. 

One  harvesting  system  comparison 
test  was  conducted  in  mid-season  in  CP 
70-321.  The  cane  was  fairly  straight  and 
was  harvested  under  dry  conditions. 
Gross  tons  of  cane  in  the  field  was  esti- 
mated to  be  32.77  tons  per  acre  and  theo- 
retical sugar  per  acre  was  predicted  to  be 
7,542  pounds.  The  soldier  harvester  de- 
livered 29.72  tons  of  cane  per  acre  with  a 
CRS  of  209  pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  of 
cane,  resulting  in  a  total  of  6,224  pounds 
of  recoverable  sugar  per  acre.  The  com- 
bine harvester  delivered  32.74  tons  of 
cane  per  acre  with  a  CRS  of  193  pounds 
of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  resulting  in  a 
total  of  6,334  pounds  of  recoverable 
sugar  per  acre.  Valuing  raw  sugar  at  21 
cents  per  pound  and  molasses  at  38 
cents  per  gallon,  producer  gross  returns 
per  acre  were  estimated  by  deducting  a 
40  percent  mill  charge  and  a  20  percent 
land  charge.  Based  on  recovered  sugar, 
gross  returns  to  the  producer  were  esti- 
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mated  to  be  $659  per  acre  with  the  sol- 
dier harvester  and  $670  per  acre  with  the 
combine  harvester.  Estimated  harvest- 
ing costs  per  acre  were  very  similar  at 
$129  for  the  soldier  system  and  $136  for 
the  combine  system.  These  harvesting 
costs  include  estimates  of  variable  and 
fixed  costs  associated  with  all  equip- 
ment used  to  harvest  the  cane  and  to 
haul  it  to  a  loading  site.  The  soldier  sys- 
tem included  a  two-row  soldier  har- 
vester, loader,  tractor  and  wagons,  and 
transloader.  The  combine  system  in- 
cluded combine  harvester  and  tractor 
with  self-dumping  wagons.  Costs  of 
hauling  the  cane  to  the  mill  by  truck  and 
trailer  were  not  included.  Net  returns 
above  harvesting  costs  for  the  soldier 
and  combine  systems  were  estimated  to 
be  $530  and  $534  per  acre,  respectively. 
Results  from  this  test  indicate  that  in 
straight,  normal  tonnage  cane  (25-35 
tons  per  acre),  the  combine  system  ex- 
hibits no  economic  advantage  over  the 
soldier  system. 

Another  harvesting  system  compari- 
son test  was  conducted  later  in  the  sea- 
son with  LCP  85-384.  The  cane  was 
heavily  lodged  and  was  harvested  un- 
der wet  conditions.  Gross  tons  of  cane  in 
the  field  was  estimated  to  be  42.23  tons 
per  acre  and  theoretical  sugar  per  acre 
was  predicted  to  be  10,453  pounds.  The 
soldier  harvester  delivered  35.34  tons  of 
cane  per  acre  with  a  CRS  of  189  pounds 
of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  resulting  in  a 
total  of  6,556  pounds  of  recoverable 
sugar  per  acre.  The  combine  harvester 
delivered  47.84  tons  of  cane  per  acre 
with  a  CRS  of  174  pounds  of  sugar  per 
ton  of  cane,  resulting  in  a  total  of  8,266 
pounds  of  recoverable  sugar  per  acre. 
Gross  returns  to  the  producer  in  this  test 
were  estimated  to  be  $709  per  acre  with 
the  soldier  harvester  and  $881  per  acre 
with  the  combine  harvester.  Harvesting 


costs  per  acre  were  estimated  at  $152  per 
acre  for  the  soldier  system.  Due  to  the 
heavy  tonnage  and  lodged  conditions  in 
the  field,  harvesting  costs  with  the  com- 
bine system  were  estimated  to  be  higher, 
at  approximately  $189  per  acre.  The  in- 
creased recovery  of  the  combine  system, 
however,  more  than  made  up  for  the 
increased  harvesting  costs.  Net  returns 
to  the  producer  above  harvesting  costs 
were  $692  per  acre,  compared  to  $557 
per  acre  with  the  soldier  system. 

Harvesting  costs  and  returns  pre- 
sented in  this  article  were  estimated  us- 
ing a  spreadsheet  computer  program 
developed  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics  and  Agribusiness  at 
the  LSU  Agricultural  Center  in  Baton 
Rouge.  This  program  is  available  to  sug- 
arcane producers  to  help  them  evaluate 
the  equipment  requirements,  hours  of 
operation,  and  estimated  costs  and  re- 
turns of  soldier  and  combine  harvesting 
systems  for  their  particular  farm  opera- 
tion. 

The  Sugar  Cane  Harvesting  Cost 
Model  is  a  PC-based  computer  spread- 
sheet model  which  was  designed  as  a 
tool  to  be  used  in  the  cost  analysis  of 
complex  mechanical  sugarcane  harvest- 
ing systems.  Variable  and  fixed  equip- 
ment cost  estimates  are  utilized  within 
the  model  to  estimate  the  cost  of  owning 
and  operating  different  sugarcane  har- 
vesting systems  for  a  given  farm  situa- 
tion. The  model  estimates  the  amount  of 
equipment  needed  and  the  hours  of  op- 
eration required  to  meet  a  desired  daily 
harvest  quota  for  a  specified  harvest 
season  length.  Three  basic  sugarcane 
harvesting  systems  are  considered  in 
this  model:  (1)  one-row  soldier  har- 
vester; (2)  two-row  soldier  harvester; 
and  (3)  combine  (billet)  harvester,  with 
direct  and  transfer  hauling  systems  con- 
sidered for  each. 
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The  Sugar  Cane  Harvesting  Cost 
Model  is  written  as  a  multi-page  spread- 
sheet model  in  Quattro  Pro  6.01  for  Win- 
dows. The  model  is  contained  in  one  file 
and  is  distributed  over  ten  spreadsheet 
pages.  Farm  specific  information  can  be 
entered  into  the  model  including  num- 
ber of  acres  to  harvest,  estimated  ton- 
nage of  cane,  harvest  season  length, 
yield  distribution  of  cane  across  the 
farm,  harvester  field  recovery  rates, 
waiting  time  in  the  field  and  at  the  mill, 
as  well  as  various  cost  factors  including 
equipment  purchase  prices  and  fuel  and 
labor  costs.  Output  reports  provided  by 
the  model  show  estimates  of  amount  of 
harvesting  and  hauling  equipment  re- 
quired, hours  of  operation  and  esti- 
mated costs  for  given  farm  size  and 
daily  harvest  quota  situations.  An  addi- 
tional table  compares  amount  of  sugar 


recovered  and  gross  returns  for  soldier 
and  combine  harvesting  systems. 

The  program  is  available  for  use  by 
sugarcane  producers  to  aid  in  evaluat- 
ing the  economic  feasibility  of  adopting 
a  combine  harvesting  system  for  their 
particular  farming  operation.  This  pro- 
gram will  run  in  Quattro  Pro  or  Lotus  for 
Windows. 

If  you  would  like  to  obtain  a  copy, 
contact  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  office,  your  county  agent,  or  Dr. 
Mike  Salassi  in  the  Department  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics  and  Agribusiness, 
LSU  Agricultural  Center,  Baton  Rouge. 

Tables  illustrating  the  comparison  of  es- 
timated havesting  costs  for  soldier  and  com- 
bine harvesters  for  normal/heavy  tonnage 
cane  harvested  in  dry/wet  conditions  are 
presented  on  the  following  page. 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 

Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1  -800-256-1 269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)  447-2696 
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Comparison  of  estimated  harvesting  costs  for  soldier  and  combine 
harvesters  for  normal  tonnage  cane  harvested  under  dry  conditions. 


Variety:  CP  70-321 
Soldier        Combine 


Predicted  yields: 

Gross  tons  cane /acre 
Theoretical  sugar/ acre 

Delivered  yields: 

Tons  cane /acre 

CRS 

Sugar/ acre 

Trash  in  cane  (%) 

Tons  scrap  after  harvest 

Recovery  (%) 

Costs  and  Returns: 

Producer  gross  returns  /acre 

Harvesting  costs /acre 

Net  returns  above  harvesting  costs /acre 


32.77 

32.77 

7,542.00 

7,542.00 

29.72 

32.74 

209.00 

193.00 

6,224.00 

6.334 

9.20 

19.53 

1.92 

.65 

82.52 

83.98 

$659.00 

$670.00 

$129.00 

$136.00 

$530.00 

$534.00 

Comparison  of  estimated  harvesting  costs  for  soldier  and  combine 
harvesters  for  heavy  tonnage  cane  harvested  under  wet  conditions. 


Predicted  yields: 

Gross  tons  cane /acre 
Theoretical  sugar /acre 

Delivered  yields: 

Tons  cane /acre 
CRS 

Sugar/ acre 
Trash  in  cane  (%) 
Tons  scrap  after  harvest 
Recovery  (%) 

Costs  and  Returns: 

Producer  gross  returns  /acre 

Harvesting  costs /acre 

Net  returns  above  harvesting  costs /acre 


Variety: 

LCP  85-384 

Soldier 

Combine 

42.23 

42.23 

10,453.00 

10,453.00 

35.34 

47.84 

189.00 

174.00 

6,556.00 

8,266.00 

15.35 

17.80 

8.11 

1.23 

62.71 

79.07 

$709.00 

$881.00 

$152.00 

$189.00 

$557.00 

$692.00 
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We're  ready  to  help  you 
make  the  switch  official. 


w 


FACT:  Catastrophic  Crop  Insurance  is  no  longer  available  at  your  FSA  Office. 
FACT:  Insureds  with  policies  previously  written  through  the  FSA  Office  will  be 

transferred  to  a  private  insurance  agent. 
FACT:  You  still  have  a  choice  in  where  your  policy  is  written. 
FACT:  American  Agrisurance  agents  are  qualified  to  help  you  evaluate  your 

coverage  and  transfer  your  policy. 
FACT:  You  must  sign  an  application  with  your  new  agent  in  order  for  the  transfer  to 

be  official. 

Your  AmAg  Agent  can  help  you  transfer  your  FSA  policy  and  explain  all  of  the  coverage 
options  available  besides  the  Catastrophic  level.  You'll  be  surprised  what  you're  missing. 

Call  your  local  First  South  PC  A  office  for  an  appointment. 

THIBODAUX  CROWLEY 

(504)  446-9450  (3 1 8)  783-3954 


/pmerican 
mmn$mmeefmc 

SUBSIDIARY  OF  ACCffTANCE  INSURANCE  COMPANIES,  BUC. 


JENNINGS 

(318)824-2661 


NEW  IBERIA 

(318)364-0217 


You're  First  at  First  South  PC  A 

At  First  South  PCA,  you're  not  just  a  number. 
We  believe  that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions 

are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that 
personal  touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  PCA. 


Lester  Simon 
New  Iberia 


First  South  PCA 

A 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 

(318)364-0217 


Patsy  Champagne 

New  Iberia 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

-        FOR.        SALE 

•  1991  Case/lnt'l  7130,  with  front 

•  IH  1066  Hi-clearance,  cab  and 

wheel  drive,  PTO,  heavy  duty  steel 

new  paint;  IH  1466  with  cab; 

bumper  with  box,  3640  hrs.,  still 

Broussard  Cane  Loader  and 

under  warranty  -  $46,700;  1972 

Backhoe  new  engine  and  paint;  2 

Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  large 

Drum  Type  Cane  Planters;  4 

JD  engine  and  front  wheel  assist 

Tandum  Cane  Dump  Wagons. 

$9,600;  1 974  JD  4020  Loader  with 

Call  Russell  Judice  at  (318)  394- 

attachment  -  $8,300;  Davis  Cane 

4727. 

Carts  -  2  for  $6,600  and  2  for 

$6,300;  3-row  Tiller  with  3  pt. 

hitch,  openers,  and  extra  blades  - 
$3,850;  3-row  Bottom  Plow  with 
3  pt.  hitch  and  gauge  wheels  - 
$650;  16'  Flat  Chopper  w/ 
cylinder  -  $750;  6'  Case  End  Row 
Flat  Chopper  (parts  only)-  $100; 

•  Broussard  Planter's  Aide  8' 
wide,  hydraulic  push,  complete 
with  running  gear,  tires,  field  ready 
-$5,000.  Call  (318)  945-4089  or 
(318)879-2698. 

Sub-soiler  -  $300;  1990  Case/ 

Int'l  5120  Naxum,  3490  hrs.  - 

$22,500;  3-row  Cultivator  with  3 

•  1987  S32  2-row  Cameco  Har- 

busting plows  and  6  shields  &  6 

vester,  good  shape.  Call  Baker 

clamps  -  $2,800.  Call  Randy 

Pltn.  at  (318)  836-9423. 

Gonsoulin  at  (318)  365-0014. 

•  Broussard  Hydraulic  Dump  Cart, 

•  Single-row  Broussard  Harvester 

11  ton,  tandum,  field  ready 

with  CAT  engine;  Broussard  Field 

$18,500.  Call  (504)  673-4583  or 

Loader  with  new  style  piler. 

page  at  (504)  233-0002  (daytime). 

$45,000  both  or  will  trade  for  2-row 

equipment.  Call  (318)  838-2505  or 

(318)346-6174. 

•  1975  Thomson  Harvester:  Tri- 

state  Transloader  with  1 980  Ford 

•  3-row  Lilliston  Cultivator;  5-row 

Truck.  Make  offer.  Call  Harold 

Spray  Boom.  Call  Pat  Accardo 

"Pounie"  Callahan  at  (504)  446- 

Farms  at  (318)  836-9370  or  (318) 

2395. 

828-2886. 

•  1983  S30  4x4  cab  and  air,  new 

style  air  -  $35,000;  3020  Hi-Crop 

with  Cameco  Loader,  new  engine 

-  $5,000.  Call  J.W.  Hurdle,  Jr.  at 

(504)  749-2892. 
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THE  DIFFERENCE 

IS  NOW 
CRYSTAL  C£EA< 

CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting  X\  Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonvillc  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-7927       (504)  447-3776 
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